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CHAPTER     XXIL 

THE    ASSIGNATION. 

THE  following  morning  Juliana 
arofe  with  more  than  common 
chearfulnefs,  and  prepared  for  her  vifit 
to  the  bathing  houfe.  She  was  at  the 
feat  in  the  park,  where  Lady  Frances 
had  appointed  her  to  meet  her  won^an, 
fome  minutes  before  fhe  appeared  to 
condiift  her;  during  which  time  fhe 
felt  fo  much  impatience,  that  a  (Iranger 
who  had  obferved  her,  would  havp 
guefled  the  aflignation  to  have  been  of 
a  very  different  nature.  At  length 
Mrs.  Burne  arrived,  and  put  an  end  to 
Vol.  III.  B  her 
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Jier  apprebrafioas;  for  (kc  began  t^ 
fear  that  a  return  of  her  Lady's  difordcr 
might  have  detained  her.  After  a'plcar 
fant  walkj  they  reached  the  place  of 
meetings  which  was  fuch  as  would  have 
fuited  two  faithful  lovers  as  well  as 
friends ;  for  it  was  fituated  in  the  moft 
fequeftered  part  of  the  park,  upon  the 
verge  of  a  fnnall,  but  clear  and  beauti- 
ful lake,  whofe  banks  riGng  on  every 
fide,  and  being  clothed  with  the  iichcSt 
verdure,  and  crowned  witji  weeping 
«willows,  hanging  bircbj  niountain  pine^ 
and  other  pidurefque  trees,  fbrnied  an 
^nclofure  of  the  moft  pleafing  kind. 
Fronting  the  dopr  of  the  bathingThPufe 
;by  which  Juliana  entered,  w^s  a  l^g^ 
folding  one,  which  being  thrown  ppexit 
afforded  the  moft  delightful  view  pf  tbe 
lake,  its  green  enclofure,  and  a  water- 
fall broken  by  rough  ftoncs,  ^jid  fevcral 
trees  and  bufhes,  which,  in  p^rt,  con- 
cealed it  from  the  fight.  Tfee  n^orn^ag 
6  feeing 
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being  very  hot>  the  fun  (hihing  vkh 
unclouded  iplendor>  nothing  could  be 
.more  «&e(hing  and  agreeable  than  this 
cool  retreat  $  6ur  heroine  was  enchanted 
by  its  beauty  i  and  when  Lady  Frances 
told  her  it  was  intirely  planned  by  Sir 
Charles  himfelf^  ihe  exprefied  her  ad*« 
miration  of  his  tafte  in  the  warmeft 
terms.  He  really  has  a  great  deal  (faid 
Lady  Frances)  and  a  great  deal  of  un<- 
derftanding,  knowledge^  and  goodn^fs 
of  hearti  all  he  wants  is  a  weU*fuited 
partner  to  poflefs  that  heart,  and  detach 
i|:  front  a  few  ill^-grounded  prejudiced 
and  confequent  follies  which  at  prefent 
prevent  his  becoming  the  perfed  cfaa« 
raiSber  nature  defigned  him  for. 

But  would  not  a  lady  run  fome  ha-^ 
zard,  who  fhould  undertake  to  remove 
them^  (anfwered  Juliana.)  Men  of  Sir 
Charles's  fenfe  do  not  adopt  an  opinion^ 
till  they  imagine  they  have  weli  exa« 
mined  its  validity;  aa4.I  think  I  have 
B  2  obferved^ 
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obfervcd,  that  men  are  more  tcnacioufljr 
fond  of  a  falfc  principle,  and  exert  far 
more  ingenuity  and  force  to  maintain 
it,  than  ever  they  beftow  upon  the  de- 
fence of  poor  unregarded  truth.  That 
is  (replied  Lady  Frances)  becaufe  falfe- 
hood  requires  ail,  and  more  than  all, 
the  ingenuity  which  the  moft  fenfible 
man  poiScfrcs,  to  fupport  her  unliable 
caufe;  whereas  truth,  though  naked 
and  unproteded  by  wit  or  learning, 
can,  by  merely  telling  her  own  fimple 
tale,  filence  the  eloquent,  and  refute 
the  wife.  But  Sir  Charles's  grand  error, 
that  upon  which  all  the  reft  depend,  is 
not  one  of  thoie  that  favor  inclination^ 
and  may  rather  be  faid  to  be  chofen 
than  received ;  it  is  a  miftake  which  the 
general  appearance  of  things  is  but  too 
much  calculated  to  lead  a  man  of  re- 
fledion  into,  though  there  cannot  be 
€m€  more  dangerous  to  his  intereft, 
morals  and  peace.    He  believes,  that 

is. 
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is,  he  once  did  believe,  that  the  prefenfc 
generation  of  young  women  are  noc 
'fucb,  in  whofc  hands  a  man  of  fenfe 
could,  without  extreme  rafbnefs,  truft 
his  repofe  and  honour.  In  (hort,  that 
neither  their  educations,  or  general 
habits,  fit  them  for  wives.  He  ad- 
mires fen^ale  beauty  j  acknowledges 
that  many  women  have  wit  and  talents, 
and,  had  their  minds  been  properly 
cultivated,  might  have  been  amiable j 
but  the  wrong  bias  of  modern  education 
is,  he  fays,  fufficient  to  fpoil  the  bett 
difpofition  :  for  what  (have  I  often 
heard  him  fay)  are  female  aceomplilh-*- 
ments,  the  acquifition  of  which  occupy 
fo  many  of  the  moft  valuable  years  of 
life,  and  why  are  they  ftudied  ?  Is  a 
young  lady  taught  to  be  graceful  and 
elegant,  in  order  that  (he  may  endear 
faerfclf  to  her  friends,  and  do  honour  to 
her  .  inftruftors  ?  Is  fhc  perfuaded  to 
apply  to  any  particular  ftudy,-  fuch  as 
B  3  mufic^ 
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mufic,  pamting,  &c.  becaufe  hel*  h^ 
ther  is  fond  of  it,  and  would  be  morti-  " 
fied  if  fhe  does  not  excel  I  Thefe  are 
motives  that  would  lead  her  raind  in- 
fenfibly  to  its  proper  duties,  and  the 
kind  friend  and  attentive  daughter> 
vovld  probably  become  the  obliging 
and  faithful  wife.  But  the  very  con- 
trary of  this  is  the  prefcnt  modes  a  girl 
ijs  told,  that  fhe  mull  be  content  to  coq« 
fine  herfelf  to  her  father's  houfc,  her 
m  afters  and  governcfs^  for  a  certaia 
number  of  years*,  at  the  cod  of  which. 
fhe  ihall  be  introduced  to  the  gay- 
world,  or,  as  it  is  called,  brought  ei}|> 
with  all  poffible  ecli^..  And  wherefore.^ 
That,  too,  is  fuljy  explained  to  the  young 
lady,  in  order  that  ftie  may  captivate 
fome  nian  of  rank  arjd  fortune,  and. 
marry  to  advantage.  Here  did  it  end,. 
all  would  be  tolerably  well ;  but,  con-i 
trary  to  the  comedies  we  ufually  fee 
performed  in. our  theatres,  where  matri- 
mony 
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mony  toncludes^  in  our  dramas  of  rtio-* 
dern  life,  it  only  begins  the  piece ;  for 
having  run  through  the  ufual  forms  of 
htrfbancthunting,  andatlaft,  bymean^ 
of  family  connections,  or  the  interfe-^ 
fence  of  fbme  aflifting  friend,  caughfi 
the  fool  who  is  to  afford  her  the  grand 
pririleges  Ihc  has  fought  for  long,  thd 
t^ign  of  levity  commences,  and  he  ha^ 
fio  ch^ftice,  but  to  clofe  his  eyes,  and 
mix  with  the  ntrmcrous  herd  l^bo  fhar* 
hi&  fortune ;  or,  by  opening  them  ta 
the  folly  he  has  committed,  live  in  » 
conftant  ftate  of  domeftic  difcord^ 

Such  (continued  Lady  Frances)  had^ 
been  my  nephew's  opinion  of  modern 
female  manners;  and  though  I  doubt 
not  but  there  arc -to  be  found  very  man^ 
amiable  exceptions,  yet  I  fear  it  is,  in 
general,  but  too  juft.  Wherein  then  i*' 
he  blameable  for  entertaining  it  ?  (faid 
Juliana.)  He  is  blameable,  for  not  ra- 
ther endeavouring  to  difcover  one  of 
&  4  the- 
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the  exception^  I  juft  mentioned,  (an- 
fwered  Lady  Frances,)  than  fulFering  a 
prejudice  againft  the  married  ftate  to 
become  one  of  the  habits  of  his  mind, 
and  entering  into  fuch  a  plan  of  life  ai 
muft,  if  long  perfevcred  in,  render  him 
unworthy  the  affeftion  of  a  woman  of 
principle  and  delicacy.  Ah !  ((Conti- 
nued flie,)  what  would  I  not  giv^  to  fee 
him  the.huA)and  of  my  dear  Mifs  Maft- 
land !  Pardon,  my  love,  a  wifti  which 
I  aiTure  you  is  but  the  efFufion  of  the 
moment, .  and  proceeds  from  the  admir 
ration  I  feel  for  your  many  and  uncom- 
mon excellencies. 

You  cannot,  my  deareil  madam, 
(replied  Juliana,)  jpay  me  a  higher 
compliment  than  is  implied  by  wilhing 
me  the  wife  of  a  man  who  I  know  you 
confider  and  love  as  a  fon  i  but  you  do 
not  know  that  1  am  deftined  never  ta 
change  the  name  of  Maitland.  I  have 
heard  (replied  her  lady  (hip)  that  a  part 

of 
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€>f  your  fortune  depends  upon  your  pre* 
lerving  it  j  but  I  did  not  know  that 
you  had  quite  refolved  in  f^vor  of  Sir 
George.  I  have  fcveral  times  fecn  hina 
at  Mr.  Mordant's.  May  you  be  happy^ 
my  dear  Juliana,  whoever  is  fo  fortu- 
nate as  to  become  the  objedt  of  your 
choice. 

I  have  by  no  means  refolved  in  favor 
of  Sir  George,  (anfwered  our  heroine,)' 
but  I  am  fully  determined  never  to 
alter  my  name.  If  I  do  not  marpy  ar 
Mattland,  1  will  die  fingle.  There  is 
a  younger  brother,  (faid  Lady  Frances^, 
fimiling,)  who  Mrs.  Mordant  tells'  me 
is  one  of  die  fincft  young  men  in  the 
kingdom.  You  blufh,  my  dear !  your 
countenance  was  not  intended  to  keep 
fecrets.  Let  me  again  repeat.  May 
my  fweet  Jqliana.  be  happy,  let  who 
will  be  the  objeft  of  her  choice !  thougJv 
1  muft  acknowledge,  that,  had  thai, 
B  5  choice 
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choice  been  left  to  me,  Mr.  Maitlantf 
would  have  been  lefs  fortunate. 

Several  hours  had  jyafled  in  the  moft 
agreeable  rtiannei-,  before  either  6{  the 
friends  thought  of  returning  to  their 
different  habitations.  Lddy  Frances^ 
h^d  prevailed  Upon  Juliana  to  breakfaft 
with  her,  which  fhe  the  more  readily 
confented  to  do,  having  the  evening^^ 
before  mentioned  to  Mrs.  Mordant  the 
prorriif*  (he  bad  made  of  nAecting  her 
the  next  morning,  which  Ihe  knew 
would  prevent  the  family's  being  alarnn- 
ed  by  her  unufually  long  abfence,  or 
their  waiting  breakfaft  for  her,  as  they 
had  once  done.  The-  pleafantnefs  of 
the  place  (he  was  in,  and  the  company 
of  one  who,  (feort  as  their  intimacy  had 
been,  was  become  fo  dear  to  her,  gave 
wings  to  the  hours;  and  more  might 
have  fled  unnoticed,  had  (he  not  been 
reminded  of  their  lapfe.  While  they 
were   bufily  engaged  in  converfation, 

they 
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they  t^ere  faddcnly  interrupted  by  a 
fhfiart  rap  at  the  door,  and  u|*)n  its 
being  opened,  Albert  niade  his  appear* 
ance. 

After  begging  pardon  for  intruding 
upon  thein,  he  turned  to  Juliana,  and 
told  her,  he  had  been  deputed  by  the 
whole  family  at  Mordant-Place  to  peti- 
tion for  her  return.  You  know  (con-  ' 
tinued  he)  that  fcarce  any  of  us  can 
live  without  you  i  but  there  is  one  arri- 
vcd,  about  two  hours  lince,  who  is 
quire  impatient  for  your  prefencie. 
Had  you  fccn  how  poor  Lord  Belford 
looked)  when  h*  was  infornied  that  you 
were  abfent,  bard  as  your  hfeart  is,  it 
would  certainly  have  pitied  his  dlfap* 
pointment  j  but  he  no  fooner  heard  that 
you  were  every  nk>T»eht  expefted  home, 
being  only  gone  to  take  a  morni^^ 
walk,  thafi  his  angilifb  was  fuddehly 
converted  into  joy;,  and  th^  again, 
froRi yourdclay,  itrto inapaiicnc^ :  fucK 
B  6  arc 
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are  the  tormenting  viciffitudcs  which 
love,  almighty  love  !  impofcs  upon  his 
votaries.  At  laft>  out  of  mere  compaf- 
fion  to  the  poor  pccr>  and  fearing  left 
the  agitations  of  his  mind  fhould  bring 
on  another  fit  of  the  gout,  I  was  re- 
quefted  to  find  you  out,  and  in  treat 
that  you  will  return,,  and  by  appearing 
in  all  your  charms,. 

At  once,  both  juftify  and  pajr 
The  pains  he  feels  from  your  delay. 

trord  Belfbrd  (faid  Lady  Frances)  is 
Lord  Belfbrd  in  the  country  ?  He  is  at 
prefent  at  Mordant-Place,  (replied  Al- 
bert,) but  die  family  there,  are  not 
'panciculafly  obliged  to  hiih  for  his 
<;ompany,  as  his  motive  for  honouring 
them  with  it,  at  this  tln^e,  is  rathei: 
too  apparfnt:  in  fliprt,  to  let  your 
L^yfhip  into  a  fecret,  which  will 
foon  be  promulgated,  he  is  fallen 
fo   defperately    into   loTe  with   IJ^ifs 

Maitlandj^ 
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Maidand^  that  he  cannot  cxift  out 
of  her  prefence.  If  he  is  fo  much  in 
love  as  you  defcribe  him  to  be,  (an- 
fwered  Juliana^  fmiling,)  his  cafe  is  in« 
deed  defperate ;  for  I  fear  it  will  never 
be  my  fortune  to  wear  a  coronet.  Then 
it  will  be  your  fortune  to  rejcft  one> 
(replied  Albert,)  for  I  am  confident, 
had  poor  Lord  Belford  a  dozen,  h« 
would  lay  them  aU  at  your  feet.  Where 
did  you  become  acquainted  with  hrm  ? 
(faid  her  Ladyfhip,  addreffing  our  he-r 
roine.)  I  never  had  the  honour  of  feeing 
him  till  yefterday,  (anfwered  ihe,)  whea 
he  dined  at  Marllys  and  as>  your 
Lady  (hip  knows  how  large  a  part  of  the 
day  I  pafled  in  your  apartment,  you 
cannot  but  acknowledge  that  irrf 
charms  are  very  ftriking^  andthatLord 
Belford  fubmitted  as  i:eadily  as  the 
enemies  of  Caefar ;  for^  according  to 
Mr.  Albert  Mordaot^s  account,  my 
conqueft  muft  have  been  atchieved  by 

a  finglc. 
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a  fingle  glance,  and  that  the  fifft  too^.. 
or  his  Lordfliip's  paflion  couM  ncvef 
have  made  fuch  i  progrefs  in  fo  vtry 
Ihort  a  titne.  Oh  I  (anfwercd  Albert,) 
the  ftrongcft  paflion  is  always  of  the 
quickeft  growth;  that  which  require*- 
time  and*  care  is  ever  weak  and  puny. 

I  wonder  (faid  Lady  Frances)  that 
Sir  GhapJes  did  not  mention  to  me  his 
being  here  yefferday.  She  then  paufed, 
and  fceraed  wholly  loft  in  thought  for  a* 
moment;  when,  fuddenly  recovering' 
froih  her  reverie,  fhe  aiked  Albert  it 
Lord  Belford  intended  to  continue  lon^ 
«t  Mordant-Place.  Only  a  fortnight^. 
(anfwered  Albert.)  It  was  fetded,  be»- 
fere  }  came  out  this  morning,  that  he 
ftK^uld  make  one  of  our  party  to  Stan  to  A 
i^ccs,  and  fnona  thence  he  hieans  to  re- 
hirn  to  hh  feat  in  the  weft  of  England. 
But  come,  MKs  Maitlah<i,  (cdrntinutd 
ke,  afffiftbgher  to  put  on  her  c^lafh,) 
fconfider,  evtiy  ihohicm  we  dday  add^ 

to 
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to  th«  pangs  yoTar  love-fick  pc»  is  con- 
demned to  feel.  If  you  rcfolvc  riot  te^ 
be  kindj  at  leaft  be  n6t  tinneceflkrtly 
cruel.  Juliana  replied,,  that  he  was  far 
more  crueJ,  in  tearing  her  froiti  that 
fweet  retreat;  and  ftill  more,  (conti- 
nued liie,  approaching  Lady  Frances,) 
from  the  miftrefs  of  it.  Her  Ladyfhip 
faid,  fhe  hoped  Lord  Belford^s  bcirtg 
at  Mordant-Place  i^ould  not  prevent 
her  having  fometimcs  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  her  at  the  bathing- houfej  adding, 
that  ihe  fhould  breakfaft  there  tsrcty 
moi'ning.  Juliana  perfeftly  underftoodT 
^e  invitation,  ^nd  r^eplied,  that  it  mufl 
be  fomethimg  nriore  than  want  of  incli- 
nation that  fhould  preveht  her  attend- 
ance upoft  her  every  fifie  morning ;  and 
after  Albert  had,  in  the  name  of  his 
mother,  ejcprefled  a  hope  of  fooit  being 
favored  with  her  company  for  a  ddy^ 
they  took  their  Ieave» 
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On  tkeir  return  home^  the  fubjcdl  of 
Lord  Belford's  paflion  was  renewed; 
for  it  was  difficult  to  force  Albert  out 
of  his  ufual  vein  :  and  though  our  he- 
roine firove  to  change  the  converfation^ 
by  introducing  feveral  topics  of  dif- 
courie  which  fhe  thought  fufficiently 
comnnon  and  eafy  to  be  difcuffed,  the 
moment  fhe  ceafed  to  fpeak,  he  in^ 
flantly  recurred  to  thofe  that  beft  fuited 
his  difpofition  and  habit  of  mind. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  the  houfe,  they 
found  the  room  where  the  family  ufually 
lat  in  a  morning  quite  empty,  the  la- 
dies being  gone  up  to  drefs,.  and,  as*  a 
iervant  informed  Albert,  my  Lord  and 
Mr.  Mordaftt  in  the  library.  Upon 
looking  at  her  watch,  Juliana  found  it 
was  full  three  o'clock ;  and  dinner 
being  always  ready  exadtly  at  half  an 
hour  paft  four,  Ihe  haftened  to  her 
apartment,  in  order  to  prepare  hcrfqlf 

She 
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She  was  not  half  drefled  when  fome'* 
body  rapped  gently  at  her  doorj  which 
Jbeing  opened  by  her  nnaid>  Lady  Mait- 
land  entered.  Surprifcd  to  fee  her 
ready  before  the  moment  of  aflembling 
in  the  dining  parlour,  ihe  exprefled  her 
wonder  at  fo  unufual  a. phenomenon; 
to  which  Lady  Maicland  anfwered,  that 
not  having  feen  her  all  morning,  (he 
had  a  mind  to  indulge  herfelf  with  half 
an  hour  of  her^eai:  child's  company, 
before  the  reft  of  the  family  were  ready 
to  iharc  it  with  her.  You  fee,  (faid 
(he,)  I  can  exert  myfelf  when  I  have  a 
;notive  Efficiently  ftrong.  She  then 
pfopeeded  to  complain  of  the  very  little 
of  her  daughter's  company  fhe  was 
fuffered  to  enjoy;  faying,  ihe  fhould 
certainly  be  jealous  of  Lady  Frances 
Sewardj  if  ihe  monopolized  fo  much  of 
her  tinne.  To  all  this  apparent  fond-^ 
nc:fsj  Juliana  returned  obliging  and 
refpecftfgl  anfwers.i  but* there  was  fomc- 

thing 
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ihing  in  Lady  Maitland's  manner  MvhiGb 
prerented  its  haring  any  cffcA  ppo^ 
her  beart>  fomething  that  proved  it  did 
not  flow  from  her  own. 

She  then  proceeded  to  tell  bur  he** 

roine^  that  ihe  had  written  to  town  for 

her  new  drefs,  and  to  defcribe  in  what. 

jrefpeds  fht  intended  it  fliould  be  di& 

ferent  from    hers,    and  wherein  thef 

fliould  be  the  fame  $  adding)  tha(  as  ik 

was  to  be  a  full  dreft>  ii  was  neceSarf 

to  make  confiderable  alterations  hofh 

in  the  form  and  trimmiiig^  in  tke  latter 

of  which  ihe  feared  her  dear  girl  would; 

think  flie  had  been  a  little  extratagant*. 

Juliana  cepliedi  th^t  ihe  wilhed  her  to 

erder  whatever  Ihe  liked  beft,  provided 

the  expence  was  not  greater  than  her 

purfe  would  admit  of.     Tou   know 

(continued  flie)  my  iitcome-  is  not  at 

j^reient  very  large^  and  running  ill  dibt^ 

while  I  am  under  age^  and  cannot  in- 

iiire  payment  to  thofe  who  are  willing; 

ta 
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ta  truft  me».  is  what  I  cannot  endure  to 
think  of.  Not  infure  the  paymeilt  of  a 
debt  I  (exclaimed  .Lady  Maitland^) 
what  hinders  your  p^ing  any  yoii  may 
now  contraflr,  when  yotr  con>e  of  age  f 
I  may  not  live  till  I  am  of  age,  (an- 
fwercd  Juliana,)  and  am  therefore  re- 
Iblred  to  fpend  no  more  than  is  cer- 
tainly my  own:,  but  (continued  (he, 
faiiling,)  I  am  at  prefcnt  |>Bctty  rich„ 
having  received  a  quarter'^  allowance 
juft  before  I  left  Funse-Htll.  Fm  e». 
tremely  glad  to  hear  that>  (replied 
Lady  Maitland,)  for,  nc^withftanding 
the  elegant  preieiit  you  have  made  die,, 
unlefs  you  can  be  good  enough  to  afford 
me  a  little  moi^e  affiftance„  it  will  hot 
be  in  my  power  to  go  to  Stanton  races;, 
whichj  as.  Mc.  Mordant  is  ohe  of  the 
fiewards,  would  be  thought  a  great 
flight.  Travelling,  eQ)ed}ally  upon  the 
continent,  is  fo  very-  experiiive  i  and: 
iJiough  Mr^  Mordant  is  sin  exceedingly 

good' 
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good  kind  of  man,  he  is  one  of  thofe 
ivho  knows  how  to  make  every  one  pay 
their  proper  Ihare. 

Juliana  _now  clearly  comprehended 
the  motive  which  bad  been  ftrong 
enough  to  induce  her  LadyOiip  to  hurry 
over  the  important  tafk  of  drefling,  and 
'  aftually  appear  equipped  for  the  day,  a 
fuil  hour  before  the  time  of  dinner* 
She  replied,  gravely,  that  it  was  a  pity 
ihe  could  not,  for  the  fake  of  her  own 
^eace  and  comfort,  contrive  to  be  more 
independent  upon  fo  confiderable  an 
income  as  ihe  poffeiTed.  That  any 
affiftance  in  her  power  to  afford^  Ihe 
could  not  refufe  to  a  mother,  but  at 
prefent  flie  had  feveral  demands  unan* 
fwcrcd.  She  had  two  or  three  penfi- 
oners,  wbofe  falaries  were  nearly  due  j 
and,  being  thfcir  only  dependence,  they 
muft  not  be  difappointed  :  that  the  Tent 
of  her  fchool-houfe,  and  the  teachers 
ftipends  muft   likewife  be    paid    this 

quarter^ 
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quarter ;  fo  tliat  flie  feared  it  would  not 
be  poflible  for  her  to  fpare  much^  but 
if  fifty  guineas  would  fuj^ly  her  pre- 
fent  wants,  it  was*  at  her  fervicc. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  you  are  not  rich, 
while  you  burden  yourfelf  with  fuch 
unpeceffary  expences,  (anfwered  Lady 
Maitland.)  Perhaps  (replied  Juliana) 
we  differ  a  little  in  our  opinions  of 
what  is  unneceiTary.  I  am  forry  that  I 
cannot  with  any  tolerable  degree  of 
convenience  to  myfelf,  or  juftice  to 
others,  fupply  you  with  a  larger  fum. 
If  that  will  be  of  ufe  to  you,  I  will 
fetch  it  immediately. 

Lady  Maitland  was  not  one  of  thofe 
who  are  above  accepting  fmall  advan- 
tages, when  they  cannot  procure  great 
ones.  She  anfwered,  that  though  fifty 
pounds  would  not  enable  her  to  appear 
in  the  manner  (he  ought  to  do,  it  was 
better  than  nothing  5  upon  which  our 
heroine  opened  the  drawer  of  a  fmall 

writing 
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vriting  de(k»  i/vkich  flie  ufually  carried 
about  vith  her,   and. took  otic  a  &(ty 
pound  bank  note,  which  (he  prefented 
to  her  Lady&ip,  who  received  it  with 
a  difcontented  look,  faying.  My  Ju- 
liana was  not  ufed  to  be  worfe  than  her 
word,  and  (he  promifed  me  fifty  gui* 
neas.    Juliana  blu(hed  for  her  nvothpr'a 
unfeeling  meannefs,  and  again  opening 
the  fanie  draver,  took  om  a  noce  far 
ten  pounds,  and  folding  it  in  the  other 
which  (he  had  in  a  half  peevi(h  manner 
thrown  upon  the  table,  gave  ihem  both 
to  her,  not  without  an  air  a  little  ex- 
preffive  of  difdain. 

Her  Ladyfliip  having  obtained  the 
purpofe  for  which  her  vifit  was  made^ 
though  not  quite  in  {o  full  a  manner  as 
flie  had  expedted,  did  not  (iay  long  for 
tbe  fake  of  enjoying  her  dear  child's 
converfation;  but  pretending  to  want 
fomething  which  (he  had  left  in  her 
drefling  room,  quilted  the  apartment, 

leaving 
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Icj^riog  licr  to  finifli  tbe  bufincfs  of  the 
iQiktatleifure.    This  bufiiiffs,  thou^ 
fiev^r  ))egle£^d»    i|i4  «M  wnploy  fa 
many  of  Juliana's  hoqrs  as  it  did  of  hor 
mothers  i  indeedj  very  few  who  drefled 
ivith  fo  much  e}%i^c^  were  fo  ihort  a 
time  abouF  it,  ip  th|^$  Aocwithftaoding 
1^  interruption  (he.  had  rectivcd^  flie 
was  ready  2^  qu^^r  of  4n  hour  bef<iiie 
the  time  of  dining^     But  thefe  odd 
quarter  and  half  hours^  which  10  geoe^ 
ral  hang  fo  heavy^  ihe  neyer  fuffered  to 
be  unemployed :  the  prefent  was  filled 
up  with  giyifig  her  coufip  Mary  an  ac«> 
count  of  the  manner  io  which  (he  had 
ipent  the  former  part  oi  that  mornings 
as  well  as  the  preceding  day;  for  flie 
conftantly  made  her  and  Mrs*  Maidaad 
partajkjer^  of  every  circumfivuiGe  that 
beiel  her,  efpeclaUy  th<)je  that  afforded 
her  pleaf^re.    S^e  had  befi^rtt  in.  the 
fuUeft  manner,  diefirribed  the  peribn  and 
(4uca^5Ui:  of  Xa^j  Vrw^i^  and  the 

pre&nt 
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prefent  iheet  was  half  filled  with  her 
praifes*     It  was  one  of  her  firft  and 
ftrongeft  wi(hes  to  bring  her  new  friend 
perfonally  acquainted  with  thofe  (he  had 
fo  long  loved  and  efteemed;  as  a  pre- 
paration for  which  Ihe  had  already  re* 
peatedly  delineated  them  in  fuch  ex- 
prellions  of  waroi  love,  gratitude^  and 
reipeftj  that  Lady  Frances  had  more 
than  once  declared  it  would  give  her 
pleafure  to  be  known  to  perfons  fo 
worthy   and   amiable.     Nor  was   ihe 
without  hopes  of  perfuading  her  to  fa- 
vor Mrs.  Maitland  with  a  vifit^  at  the 
time  Ihe  returned  to  Furze-Hill.    Ju- 
liana's  mind  was  much  abov^  that  mean 
jealoufy^  which  narrow  ones  fo  often 
feel  from  a  confcioufnefs  that  they  merit 
little,  and  may  therefore  eaCly  be  ri- 
valled in  their  friendfhips,  or  rather  in 
their  intimacies  i  for  narrow  minds  are 
incapable  of  friendfhip.    She  wifbed  to 
communicate  every  poffible  pleafure  to 

thofe 
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thofe  fhe  cftcemcd,  and  particularly 
defiredi  that  all  thofe  "whom  (be  loved 
ihould  love  one  another* 

From  the  pleaOng  employment  of 
convcrfing  (for  fo  flie  confidered  this 
confidential  correfpondence)  with  thofe 
(he  fo  much  regarded,  our  heroine  was 
called  by  a  fummons  to  dinner.  Upon 
entering  the  dining  parlour,  where  the 
whole  family,  together  with  their  noble 
guell,  and  feveral  of  the  neighbouring 
ladies  and  gentlemen  were  aflembled^ 
•  the  firft  who  approache4  her  was  Sir 
Charles  Haftings,  who  refpeSfully  took 
her  hand  to  lead  her  to  the  table, 
where  having  placed  her,  he  feated 
himfelf  by  her  fide.  Having  returned 
the  how-do-ye-do's  of  the  company, 
her  attention  was  engaged  by  Lord 
Bclford,  who  having  taken  his  place 
exaftly  oppofite  to  her,  addreflcd  her 
with  a  voice  of  much  foftn«fs,  afking,  if 
a  poor  invalid  might  jhope  at  laft  to  ob- 

Vol.  IIL  C  taia 
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tain  a  moment  of  her  notice  ?  She  po- 
litely begged  his  pardon  for  not  having 
obferved  him  (boner ;  inquired  after  his 
healthy  and  exprefled  much  fatisfaftion^ 
on  hearing  that  he  feic  himfelf  recover- 
ing, and  growing  ftronger  every  hour. 
This  fatisfaclion  (he  really  did  feel ;  for 
ihe  was  much  pleafed  with  the  lively 
converfatron  of  Lord  Belford^  was  a 
ftranger  to  anyipart  of  his  chara£ler^ 
except  his  rejHitation  for  gencrofity  and 
good  nature^  (qualities  of  which  ihe 
was  a<great  admirer,)  and  believed  that 
his  age  and  infirmities  fet  his  forming 
the  flighteft  pretenfions  to  a  young  wo- 
man of  her  great  expectations  aimoft 
out  of  the  lift  of  poflibilities.  On  all 
thefe  accounts,  fhe  liftened  to  bim  with 
more  than  ordinary  pleafure,  and  re* 
plied  to  every  thing  he  faid  to  her  with 
particular  complacency.  If  Sir  Charles 
happened  to  fpeak  to  her  at  the  fame 
time  with  his  Lordihip,    which  was 

more 
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more  than  once  the  caie»  (he  never 
failed  to  anfwer  the  peer  firA:^  and  upon 
all  occafions  gave  him  a  kind  of  prefer* 
cnce,  which  the  poor  Baronet  would 
have  given  worlds  to  obtain. 

In  the  afternoon^  as  Lord  Belford 
could  not  walk,  a  party  at  whift  was 
propofed.  Lady  Maitland,  Mrs.  Mor* 
dant.  Sir  Harry  Windibr,  and  another 
lady  and  gentleman,  offered  themfelves 
to  make  up  the  table,  and  were  juft 
about  to  draw  for  places  and  partners^ 
when  the  Peer  turning  to  Juliana,  by 
whom  he  had  feated  himfelf  in  the 
drawing  room^  aiked  her,  if  (he  would 
not  favor  him  fo  far  as  to  make  one  of 
their  number.  Juliana,  who  was  at  no 
time  fond  of  cards,  but  lead:  during 
the  iummer,  when  nature  prefents  every 
intelligent  creature  with  fo  many 
fources  of  amufcment,  greatly  prefer- 
able to  one  which  nothing  but  the  long 
abicnce  of  others  can  excufe  a  fenfible 
C  2  mind 
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fpind  for  partaking  of,  hcfitated  a  mo- 
ment,  and  then  faid,    if  they  wanted 
her,    fhc  was  at    their  fervice.      To 
ivhich  his  Lordfliip  anfwered,  then  we 
certainly  want  you  j  and  as  it  is  always 
a  cuftom  to  indulge  children  when  they 
arc  not  well,  and  I  readily  acknowledge 
myfelf  a  mere  grown  baby,  I  fliall  be 
quite  difappointed,  if  not  out  of  hu- 
mour, unlefs  you  are  affigned  me  for  a 
partner.     Mrs.  Mordant  faid,  with  a 
fmile,  that,  as  his  Lx)rd(hip  had  con- 
dcfcended  to  plead  childhood,  it  was 
but  reafonable   the  privileges  of  that 
ftate,  to  which  fo  many  have  a  right, 
though  few  thought  proper  to  claim 
them,    fliould  be  allowed  him  :    and 
none  of  the  company  objefting,    Ju- 
liana, not  without  a  little  inward  reluc- 
tance, fat  down  as  Lord  Bclford's  part- 
ner for  the  rubber. 

'     Though  our  heroine  had  not  at  all 
fojdied  the  rules  of  whift,  and  praftifed 
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Acm  very  little,  her  good  fenfe  and? 
quicknefs  of  apprehenfion  enabled  her 
to  play  the  game  well,  and  his  Lord- 
ftiip  appeared  highly  fatisfied  with  his 
partner  during  ihe  two  firft  rubbers; 
when  fhe  requefting  to  be  excufed  for 
the  remainder  of  the  afternoon,  he  was 
obliged  to  cut  in  again  with  Lady 
Maitland. 

Juliana  had  watched  Lord  Belford 
and  her  mother,  both  at  Marlly,  and 
this  day,  in  hope  of  obfcrving  in  the 
former,  fomc  of  that  admiration,  with 
the  fuppofition  of  which  Albert,  and 
even  Mifs  Mordant,  had  fo  often  com- 
plimented the  latter.  I  fay,  in  hope ; 
for  fhe  could  not  help  fecretly  wilhing, 
that  ihe  might  have  an  advantageous 
opportunity  of  changing  her  name; 
She  thought  the  title  of  oountefs^wowld 
a  little  (hade  her  follies;  at  leaft,  fhe 
felt  that  fhe  would  be  lefs  to  her,  and 
ibe  ihould  blufh  lefs  for  Lady  Belford 
C  J  than. 
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than  for  Lady  Maitland.  But  Out  could 
not  pcrctivc  that  more  than  very  com- 
mon-place gallantries  gave  rife  to  a 
kind  of  cxpcftation  which  fhe  plainly 
fdw  her  mother  entertained/  and  which 
ihe  concluded^  was  the  only  caufe  of  her 
young  relations  flattering  her  with  the 
belief  that  they  had  marked  a  more 
than  ordinary  regard  in  his  Lordihip's 
behaviour  tq  her>  except  an  inclination 
to  divert  themfelves  a  little  at  her  ex«t 
pence>  of  which  {he  had  more  than 
once  fufpeded  Albert^  notwithftanding 
his  apparent  good  nature  i  and  of  which ^ 
Ihe  knew  Mifs  Mordant  to  be  lis  capa-* 
ble  as  an  envious  difpofition  without 
talents  could  admit, 

A  few  days,  however,  fully  con-f 
vinced  her>  that,,  however  Lady  Mait- 
land might  flatter  berfelf  with  gay 
hopes,  nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  intentions  of  Lord  Belford  than  a 
marriage  with  her,  and  that  his  views 

were 
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were  fixed  in  a  quarter  which  muft  for 
ever  preclude  fuch  an  expectation. 

The    following    nnorning,    induced 
both  by  the  finenefs  of  the  weather, 
and  the  inclination  ihe  always  felt  to 
converfc  with  Lady  Frances,   Jiiltana 
breakfafted  at  the  bathing-houfe ;  with 
this  pleafure  (he  indulged  herfelf  almofl 
every  day,  and  evtry  day  returned  more 
delighted  with  the  under ftanding»  man- 
ners and  difpofition  of  her  friend.   The 
firft  morning  of  her  abfence.  Lord  Bel- 
fi:ird  complained  much  of  the  lofs  they 
fuftained  by  it ;  the  lofs  of  what,  he 
faid,  was  in  his  eftimation  the  moft  va- 
luable thing  upon  earth,  pleafure  i  and- 
added,    with  a   tone  of  affedted  half 
anger,  who  is  this  aunt  of  Sir  Charles's, 
by  whom  wc  are  to  be  deprived  of  what 
is  fo  irrecoverable  ?  Don't  be  quite  fo 
fure  (cried  Albert)  that  it  is  all  for  the 
aunt's  {ake ;  fuppofe  Sir  Charles  him*- 
felf  ihould  have  been  of  the  party  ?  It 
C4  is 
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is  true,  I  did  not  adually  fee  him  ycf* 
terdaty>  but  methought  I  could  trace 
his  footfteps  on  the  grafs.  Nobody, 
who  is  acquainted  with  Lidy  Frances, 
(replied  Juliana,)  will  think  I  can  want 
any  inducement  to  vifit  her,  except  the 
pleafure  of  her  converfatfon.  What 
Lady  Frances,  (exclaimed  the  Peer.) 
Lady  Frances  Seward,  (anfwcred  Mrsi 
Mordant,)  one  of  the  daughters  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Clareville.  Her  lifter  was 
mother  to  Sir  Charles  Haftings.  I  once 
knew  her,  (faid  his  Lordfhip,  with 
fbme  hefitation  ;)  fhe  was  then  reckon- 
ed handfome  and  accomplifhed.  She 
is  ftill  both,  (faid  Juliana,)  and  one  6f 
the  moft  pleafing  women  I  ever  knew. 
Well,  I  don't  think  fo,  (cried  Lady 
Maitland;)  in  my  opinion  fhe  is  too 
tall,  and  her  eyes  are.'  too  large ;  then 
file  is  fa  pale,  it  is  quite  frightful;  one 
would  think  fhe  had  not  an  hour  to 
live.    1  hope,    (replied  our  heroine,) 

that 
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that  palenefs  is  no  certain  proof  of  ill-^ 
ncfs, — any  more  than  freihnefs  is  of 
youth  or  healthy  flie  was  about  to  hs^ve 
faid ;  but  her  good-nature  fupprefled 
her  wit>  as  indeed  it  always  did^  when 
the  one  could  not  difplay  itfelf  but  at 
cxpence  of  the  other. 
.  She  has  a .  very  large  fortune — has  (he 
not?  (faid  Lord  Belford.)  She  might 
have  had  one  of  the  largeft  in  the  king* 
dom,  (replied  Mrs.  Mordant,)  for  her 
father  was  fo  much  offended  by  Lady 
Harriot's  marriage  with  the  late  Sir 
Philip  Haftings,  that  he  left  all  his  for- 
tune, except  one  eftate,  which  he  an- 
nexed, to  the  title,  to  his  youngeft 
daughter;  but  the  moment  it  came 
.into  her  poffelTion,  (he  gencroufly , di- 
vided every  (hilling  with  her  fiftcr: 
notwithftanding  which,  and  feveral 
other  very  liberal  aftions  ihc  has  per- 
formed, fhe  is  ftill  one  of  the  beft  fe- 
male fortunes  we  .have,  except  that 
C  5  Lady 
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Ltdy,  (contiaucd  ihe^  waving  htf 
hand  towards  Juliana,)  and  a  few  iporey 
we  have  nehc  (b  targe.  She  makes  an . 
odd  kind  of  ufe  of  it^  (faid  Lady  Maio- 
land^  not  a{^aring  to  have  heard  what 
Mrs*  Mordant  faid  of  her  generofity,) 
and  leads  a  ftrange  kind  of  moping  life. 
Then  flie  is  fb  particular  in  her  ways  of 
thinkingj  and  fo  fond  of  difplaying  her 
learning,  (cried  Mifs  Mordant  >)  I  do 
not  wonder  (he  never  married,  (rejoined 
her  Ladyfiiip.) 

Our  heroine  was  about  to  have  an- 
fwered  thefe  accufations,  ib  unmerci- 
fully and  unjtiftly  brought  againft  her 
friend^  when  the  entrance  of  Sir  Charles 
Haftings>  who  feldom  fuffered  a  day  to 
pafs  without'  vifiting  Mordant-Place, 
put  an  end  to  the  converfation. 

The  fubjeA  of  Stanton  races  was  then 
brought  forward^  and  Lady  Maitland 
a(ked  Sir  Charles>  if  he  intended  to  be 
there  ^  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he 

fully' 
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fully  meant  to  da  himfelf  that  honour. 
Lord  Bdford  faid>  he  found  hii^felf  fa 
much  ftronger  within  the  laft  three  dajs^ 
that  he  hoped  to  be  a  principal  per<- 
ibrmer  at  the  balU>   to  which  Lady 
Maitland  anfwered>  that  whoever  bad 
the  honour  of  being  his  partner^  would 
have  caufe  to  rejoice,  for  flie  thought 
his  Lordlhip  danced   better  than  any 
man  flie  ever  knew.   Lord  Belford  only 
boMred  in  return  for  this  cocnpliment. 
Perhaps  a  bow  was   not  all  that  hef 
Ladyflvip  expefted  ^  but  with  that  fhe 
was  forced  to  be  content.     The  Peer 
then  afked  Sir  Charles^  if  Lady  Frances 
intended  to  honour  the  races  with  her 
prefence.  My  aunt  (anfwered  he)  would 
be  happy  to  (how  any  proof  of  refpeft 
to  Mr,  and  Mrs,  M(M*dant2  but  (he  has 
fo  long  difufed  herfelf  from  public  places 
of  every  kind,  that  it  would  be  quite 
difagreeable  to  her ;  and  I  am  fure  they 
are  too  good  to  wiih  her  to  do  what 
C  6  '  would 
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yfovld  fo  much  diftrefs  her.  To  this 
Mrs.  Mordant  returned  an  obliging  an* 
fwer^  andj  after  a  good  deal  more  chat 
upon  the  fubjed^  invited  the  Baronet  tQ 
make  one  in  their  party ;  faying,  Lord 
Belford  had  propofed  their  fetting  out 
two  or  three  days  before  the  races  began^ 
and  making  a  pleafant  little  tour  in 
their  way  thither^  and  another  on  their 
return :  to  which  Sir  Charles  readily 
confented^  expreffing  a  deep  fenfe  of 
the  obligation  Mrs.  Mordant  conferred 
upon  him,  ia  fuffcring  him  to  become 
one  of  their  attendants. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER    XXIII. 

THE    FIRST   LOVER. 

IN  the  courfe  of  a  few  days^  Lord 
Belford  was  £b  much  recovered  from 
his  late  illnefs^  that  he  could  walk  about 
the  room  without  any  afliftance,  and  in 
lefs  than  a  week  had  regained  as  great 
a  degree  of  adivity  as  men  of  fifty 
vfually  poflefs.  In  proportion  as  he  re« 
covered  his  health  and  ilrength^  his 
afllduity  and  attentions  to  our  heroine 
jncreafed>  and  became  at  length  fo 
pointed^  as  to  efcape  the  notice  of  none 
but  herfclf.  Partly  blinded  by  the  want 
of  that  quick-fighted  vanity  which  re- 
prefents  every  flatterer  as  a  lover>  and 
partly  by  the  improbability  there  was 
that  a  man  of  Lord  Belford's  age>  who 
did  not  want  underftanding^  or  know* 
ledge  of  the  worlds  fhould  either  hope 

or 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


3t  HBVllY   AKD   rSABILLA^ 

or  wifh  to  marry  a  woman  of  her  youtb 
and  fortune,  fhe  did  not  in  the  fmalleft 
degree  fufpeft  his  intentions^  till  an 
a£tual  declaration  from  his  Lordfhip, 
with  the  offer  of  a  yaft  fectlement,  the 
fuH  command  of  her  own  fortune,  and 
every  circumftance  of  pomp  and  iplen* 
dor  that  could  dazzle  vanity,  or  bribe 
ambition,  left  her  no  longer  the  pofli* 
bility  of  doubting. 

The  moment  that  furprizc  would  per-^ 
mit  her  to  fpeak,  fhe  in  the  fuUeft  and 
moft  explicit  manner  declined,  what  (ht 
termed,  the  honour  he  offered  her, 
foftening  her  refufal  with  every  expref- 
fion  of  refpcft  which  politenefs  could 
demand,  or  good-nature  diftate.  She 
was  far  from  fearing  that  he  would  con^ 
defcend  a  fecond  time  to  make  her  fuch 
propofals,  miich  lefs  teaze  her  with 
complaints  and  repetitions  of  themi 
fhe  was  therefore  greatly  furprized, 
when,  inftcad  of  immediately^  withdraw- 
ing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


;P£NRT  AMD  ISABELLA.        ^9 

tng  his  pretentions^  he  declared^  that  the 
happinefs  of  his  life  depended^upon  thfc 
fuccefs  of  his  prefent  hc^es,  and  that 
he  would  never  forego  them  till  ihe  was 
the  wife  of  another* 

Fearing  that  he  might  intereft  her 
mother  in  his  caufe,  who  (he  knew  con-- 
fidered  rank  and  fortune  as  the  only 
things  necefiary  in  marriage^  and  by 
that  means  fubjed  her  to  more  of  what 
her  Ladyfliip  might  call  maternal  ad- 
yice>  than  would  be  agreeable  to  her, 
ihe  went  immediately  to  her  dreiling*^ 
room,  where  the  greatcft  part  of  her 
morning  was  ufually  fpent,  and  in  few 
words  informed  her  of  what  had  pafled 
between  his  Lordfhip  and  herfclf,  beg- 
ging that,  if  any  application  fhould  be 
made  to  her,  (he  would  entirely  di(^ 
courage  his  further  purfuit,  lince  Ihe 
was  fixed  in  her  refolution  of  never  fuf- 
fering  it  to  become  fuccefsfuL 

Lady 
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Lady  Maitland  appeared  cxcefliveljr 
hurt  and  amazed  by  the  information. 
She  faid,  it  was  one  of  the  laft  things 
(he  fhould  have  expefted  -,  that  Lord 
Belford  muft  certainly  be  out  of  his 
fenfes,  to  think  of  marrying  a  girl  of 
Juliana's  age  and  fortune  ^  and  entirely 
agreed  with  her,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  abfurd  than  fuch  an  intention. 
Had  he  fixed  upon  a  fine  woman  of 
forty,  (faid  (he,)  there  would  have  been 
fome  r€afon  in  it;  but  a  girl,  a  mere 
child !  nothing  could  be  more  ridicu- 
lous. She  aflured  her  daughter,  that, 
if  he  fpoke  to  her  upon  the  fubjed:,  (he 
fliould  tell  him '  her*  fentiments  in  the 
fulieft  manner^  and  advifed  her,  the 
next  time  he  renewed  his.  addrefles,  to 
recommend  a  more  fuitablc  and  rational 
choice  to  him  :  adding,  no  woman  of 
forty^  in  the  kingdom^  would  refufe 
him. 

Juliana 
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Juliana  having  thus,  as  flic  believed, 
fccured  herfelf  from  being  teazed  by 
more  than  one,  had  little  doubt,  by  a 
fccond  fteady  refufaK  of  putting  an  end 
to  his  Lordfliip's  pretenfions ;  and  de- 
ternnined  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  was 
mean  enough  to  perfecute  her,  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  ihould  render  her  flay  ar 
Mordant-Place  difagrceable,  (for  fhtf 
found  it  was  now  his  intention  to  return 
there,  after  the  races  were  over,)  to 
ftiortcn  her  vifit,  and,  little  as  ftie  wiftied 
to  do  fo  during  Sir  George  Maitland's 
ftay  there,  return  to  Furze-Hill. 

A  whole  day  pafled  after  ftic  had' 
made  this  refolution,  without  Lord  Bel- 
ford's  appearing  to  feek  any  occafion  of 
fpeaking  to  her;  but,his  behaviour  was 
too  particular  to  give  her  any  hopes  of 
his  having  relinquiflied  the  charadter  of 
a  lover.  In  the  evening,  however,  flie 
was  convinced  that  he  had  not  fuffered 
the  day  to  pals  unemployed>  in  what  he 

fuppofcd 
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fuppofed  the  advancemeot  of  his  wilfhes; 
for  fcarce  was  (he  retired  to  her  apart-, 
ment  at  night,  when  Lady  Maitland  en* 
tercd,   and,  after  feveral  of  her  ufual 
tender  fpeeches,  by  way  of  prelude,  told 
her,  that  fhe  had  been  revolving  Lord 
Belford's  propofals  in  her  mind,  and,  as 
the  welfare  of  her  dear  child  was  the 
thing  neareft  to  her  heart,  viewing  them 
in  all  poflible  lights,  and  upon  weigh-, 
ing  the  advantages  which  mull:  arife  to 
her  from  accepting  thenS^  in  oppolitioa 
to  the  objedions  that  might  be  made  to 
them,  fhe  found  the  latter  light  and 
triffing^  in  comparifon  of  the  former  $^ 
and  that,  after  the  moft  mature  couGl^ 
deration,  fhe  would  by  all  means  advife 
her  to  accept  the  honour  he  intended 
her;  which,  (he  faid,  was  as  great  as 
any  young  woman,  be  her  accompliih* 
ments  and  fortune  what  they  would* 
could  reafonably  afpire  to,  and  what 
many  4  lady  of  the  very  firft  qualitjr 

would 
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would  thiok  berfelf  happy  in  obtain* 


mg. 


Juliana  heard  all  flie  had  to  fay  with 
patience  and  rcfpc&j  but  when  fhe  bad 
done  (peaking^  begged^  jn  the  moft  fe^ 
rious  manner,  that  ihe  would  not  any 
oiore  give  her  the  pain  of  rejecting  the 
advice  fhe  thought  proper  to  offer  her* 
Were  I  (faid  ihe)  poor  and  dependent^ 
I  would  not  relieve  myfelf  out  of  cir« 
cumllances  fo  unpleafant  by  a  merce- 
nary marriage;  much  lefs  will  I  be 
guilty  of  fuch  an  unjuftifiable  piece  of 
fbllyj  now  that  I  am  opulent,  and  ac- 
countable for  my  actions  Do  not  be 
too  fccure!  (interrupted  Lady  Maitland.) 
Every  condition  is  liable  to  change.  I 
advife  you,  as  a  real  friend,  to  accept 
Lord  Belfbrd'^  offers,  and  fecure  to 
yourfelf  the  immenfe  advantages  they 
will  afford  you*  When  you  are  his 
wifej   and  not  before^  you  may  with 

.    certainty 
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certainty  talk  of  opulence  and  indepcn^ 
dcncc ! 

if  I  may  not  call  myfelf  rich  and  in- 
dependent, (anfwered  our  heroine,)  who 
fliall  pretend  to  be  fo  ?  Then  you  in- 
tend to  marry  Sir  George  Maitland  ? 
(faid  herLadyftiip.)  I  am  by  no  means 
refolved  to  marry  any  body,  (replied 
Juliana,)  but  of  the  two,  I  would  rather 
give  my  hand  to  Lord  Belford  than  Sit 
George.  There !  then  you  lofe  half 
your  boafted  fortune  at  once!  (cried 
Lady  Maitland.)  However,  I  am  glad 
you  have  no  particular  attachment  to 
him,  becaufe  I  know  he  has  none  for 
you,  his  affeftions  having  long  been 
fixed  upon  Mifs  Mordant.  Upon  Mifs 
Mordant!  (exclaimed  JuHana.)  Yes, 
(anfwered  her  Ladyfhip,)  upon  Mifs 
Mordant !  Had  his  fortune  been  large 
enough  to  have  obtained,  her  father's 
confent,  it  would  ha\^c  been  a  match 
long  fince:    but  I  know  it  has  been 

agreed 
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agreed  upon  between  the  lovers,  that 
he  fhoirid  treat  you  with  all  poOlble 
jicgleft,  in  order  to  force  you  to  refule 
him }  the  moment  you  have  done  which^ 
the  half  of  your  fortune  becoming  }\is, 
it  will  be  a  match  immediately. 

I  wonder,  (faid  Juliana,  after  a  mo-  , 
mentis  paufe)  that,  engaged  as  you  fay 
the  affedions  of  Mifs  Mordant  are  to 
Sir  George  Maitland,  ihe  {hould  &ill  be 
fo  very  fond  of  admiration.  Not  at  all, 
(anfwered  Lady  Maitland^)  nothing 
can  be  more  uncertain  than  her  mar- 
riage with  Sir  George,  for,  Ihould  you 
^  refolve  not  to  refufe  him,  he  muft  be- 
come your  huiband,  or  forfeit  all  in- 
lereft  in  your  fortune,  either, of  which 
would  equally  dcftroy  her  hope^  it 
would  therefore  be  very  wrong  in 
her  to  lofe  any  other  chance  for  fet- 
tling to  advantage*  Juliana  fmiled, 
^nd  faid,  ihe  congratulated  her  upoij 
poifefling  fuch  very  complying  affec* 
5  tions. 
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tions.      They  are  fuch    affe&Ions  as 
evety  young  woman  of  fafliion  ihould 
poflefs^  (anfwered  her  Ladylhip ;)  lovc^ 
and  fuch  kind  of  romantic  fluffy  is  only 
fit  for  untaught  country  girls.     Then, 
as  I  am  quite  a  country  girl^  (anfwered 
our  heroine,)    and  untaught  in  fuch 
kind  of  doftrine,  I  muft  here  declare, 
that  I  will  never  beftow  my  hand  upon 
any  man,    till  I  can  give  my  whole 
heart  with  it ;  and  till  I  meet  with  one, 
whoj  according  to  my  notions^of  wor* 
thincfs,  deferves  both,  I  will  live  (ingle. 
Sir  George  Maitland  is  by  no  means 
that  man;    and  I  ihall  be  obliged  to 
your  Ladyftiip  if  you  will  inform  Mifs 
Mordant,  that,  fo  far  as  her  future  for- 
tune depends  upon  me,  it  is  pcrfedMy 
fecure,  and  that  the  moment  I  come  of 
age,  I  (hall  be  ready  to  give  her  lover 
his  refufal>  whenever  it  is  agreeable  to 
him  to  a(k  it.    As  for  Lord  Belford, 
give  me  leave  to  fay,  once  for  all^  that, 

were 
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were  he  a  prince,  and  ready  to  fettle 
whole  provinces  upon  me^  I  would  re- 
iufe  him,  as  I  do  now. 

A  degree  of  anger  and  il^temper, 
which   Juliana  had  never  before  ob-« 
ferved,  fparkled  in  the  eyes  of  Lady 
Maitland.     Sherofe,  and,  with  a  voice 
fuil  of  refentment,    told  our  heroine^ 
that  (he  might  one  day  repent  her  folly. 
When  that  day  arrives,  (continued  flie, 
with  a  look  of  malicious  triumph,)  re- 
member that  I  warned  you  of  it ;  and 
I  once  more  repeat  my  advice,  if  you 
>are  wife,  and  confult  your  own  advan* 
tage,    marry    Lord   Belford.      Saying 
which   words,    fhe  quitted    the  room 
with  an  air  very  different  to  that  which 
Juliana  had  been  accufttfmed  to  from 
her. 

For  fomc  moments  our  heroine  flood 

in  fiient  amazement,  unable  to  account 

for  fo  unexpcdled  a  change  i  tili  rccol- 

Icfting  the  meanncfs  of  her  mother's 

9  diipo- 
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difpofition,  and  the  neccffitous  ftate  to^ 
which  her  extravagance  reduced  her, 
(he  made  no  doubt,  but  that  l.ord  Bel- 
ford  had  offered  fome  confidcfable  prc- 
fent,  in  cafe  fiie  could  influence  her  in 
his  favor.  Satisfied  with*  this  probable 
folution  of  her  Ladylhip's  ftrange  con- 
dud,  Ihe  retired  to  reft;  but  fome 
hours  were  fpent  in  refleftions,  partly 
pleafing,  and  partly  painful,  before 
fleep  vifited  her  pillow.  In  both  of 
thefe)  Henry  Maitland  had  a  (hare. 
Sometimes  (he  wilhed  his  return,  fomc- 
times  feared  it ;  fometimes  her  imagi- 
nation was  brightened  with  every  cir- 
c-umftance  of  happinefs,  fometimes 
gloomed  by  apprehended  difappoint- 
ment,  and  her  heart  almoft  funk  in  de^ 
jcftion.  At  length,  nature's  foft  re- 
ftorer,  balmy  fleep,  deigned  to  weigh 
her  eye-lids  down,  and  fteep  herfenfes 
in  forgetfulncft. 

Early 
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*  Early  the  following  morning,  our 
heroine  arofe,  and  repaired  to  her  £r- 
▼orite  place  of  rendezvous,  the  bathing* 
houfe.  She  found  Lady  Frances  al-> 
ready  there,  who  kiffihg  her  cheek  with 
maternal  tendernefs,  told  her  ihe  had 
been  thinking  of  her  almoft  the  whote 
laft  night.  J^aliana  alked,  upon  what 
account  (he  had  been  happy  enough  to 
occupy  fo  much  of  her  thought?  My 
deareft  young  friend,  (anfwered  Lady 
Frances,)  your  excellencies  render  yon 
extremely  dear  to  me  j  but  there  is 
another  who  is,  I  fear,  too  fenfible  of 
thofe  excellencies,  for  whole  fake,  if  I 
cannot  influence  your  affections  a  little 
in  *hls  favor,  I  could  almoft  wilh  yo« 
Icfs  perfeft,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that 
the  perfon  I  mean  is  Sir  Charlel 
Haftings.  You  cannot  be  a  ftranger 
to  the  love  he  bears  you.  You  are  the 
only  woman  who  could  ever  fix  his 
Vol.  IIL  ©  ferious 
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ferious  aficdions.    Cannot  you  a^rd 
4)S  fome  little  hope? 

Ah !  my  deareft  madam/  (cried  Ju* 
iiana,)  why  will  you  aft  ^h^t  I  hcive 
not  the  powder  to  gra^t  ?  To  be  y>Qur 
reUtioHj  to  1^  con^dered  bff  you  as  « 
daughter,  ^ouid  indesed  be,  hf^piMfs^ 
XQuld  I  give  vp-^c<w}d  I  djveft  nay 
heart— What  (ball  I  hy^  my  dear  Lady 
iFraiu:e8?— *Yoy  perfi^fVly  undcuftaodme. 
Have  you  not  {^li,  mj  coupttxiafice 
was  iuH(  d{fig^4.  Vf^  iMcpt  fecreta  ?  I  do 
i)nderftand  yov>  my  lovely  giri,  (aa^ 
Xvqped  Lac^  Fr^ooei,).  nor  from,  this 
hpvr  urill  I  evfi;  iiQpQj^tuM  you  vpoa  a 
fujbjefb  vfkffih  I  'i^P  djftr«0$a  ytQu.  Sir 
.Ch^rlo;  mufi:  endeayo^t  t^  conquer  » 
jippel^fs  pa0}oiij  which  (an  .only;  be  lA* 
^Wlg;c4  ^  thQ  es|)en^e  of  his  future 
peai^e,  Oh«  that  it  couM  have  been 
fuqcefsful  .^  How  happy,  how  refpeA* 
able^  l^ow  worthy,  wpuj^  th^  r^maion 
4er  of  his  life  hav£  been  !  But  all  hope 

of 
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of  that  is  now  over  j  he  will  never  meet 
a  fecond  Jtiliafna  Mairiand !  She  fpoke 
thefe  words  with  great  emotion,  arid 
(carcc  had  pronounced  them,  when  an 
inner  door  opened,  and,  with  a  look  of 
cxtfcme  dcjeftion,  the  Baronet  ap- 
peared, 

Juliana  inftinftivcly  arofc  as  Bk 
Charl«  entered  i  the  blood  crimfoned 
her  cheek,  and  ftie  fincerely  wifhed 
hcrfclf  at  a  diftance  from  the  fpot  upon 
which  Ihc  then  ftood.  He  approached 
her  with  a  tender  melancholy  refpeft, 
and  gerftly  taking  one  of  her  hands,*— 
can  Mifs  Maitland  (faid  he)  forgive 
the  prefumption  I  have  been  guilty  of? 
I  could  not  behold  happinefs'in  view^ 
and  not  ftrive  to  attain  it*  In  many 
women  I  have  remarked  ferveral  perfec- 
tions, but  never,  till  I  beheld  you,  did 
I  find  them  united  in  one.  Unworthy 
as  I  am  of  fuch  a  treafure,  it  cannot  bt 
thought  ftrange  that  I  (hould  wrlh  to 
D  2  ms^e 
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make  it  my  own.     But  you  are  too 
,  good  to  add  your  anger  to  my  difap- 
pointmenti  and  though  the  happinefs 
of  your  love  is  refcrved  for  another, 
«may  I  not  afpire  to  foijie  degree  of  your> 
friendfliip?  For  Lady  Frances's  fake, 
for — 'Your  own  fake,  (interrupted  bur 
heroine,  recovered  from  htr  confufion^) 
J  fhall  gladly  grant  to  your  merits  that 
efteem  they  fo  juftly  demand.     More 
.than  friendfhip  is  not  in  my  power  to 
give  J    but  of  that,  if  worthy  his  ac- 
ceptance.   Sir  Charles  Haftings    may 
always  be  aflured. — Ah !    lovclieft  of 
women,  (exclaimed  the  Baronet,  pref- 
fmg  her  hand  to  his  lips  in  a  rapture 
rather  warmer  than  modern  friendfliip 
would  authorize,)  do  jiot  increafe  my 
jcgrets  by  your  condefcending  kind- 
ncls  !  Happy  !  happy  Maitland  ! 

When  I  promifcd  you  my  friendfliip, 
^faid  Juliana,  gravely,)  I  meant  it  fliould 
ie  upon  condition  that  you  folicit  no 

more. 
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more.  I  will  folicit  no  more,  (anfwercct 
the  Baronet,  in  much  agitation,)  I  will 
not  difturb  your  happinefs  by  my  com- 
plaints. From  this  moment  do  I  ceafe 
to  hope;  and  perhaps,  in  time,  my 
wilhcs  may  be  governed  by  rcafon,  and 
become  obedient  to  your's.  In  the 
mean  time,  and  to  the  end  of  my  life, 
the  fweet  friendfliip  you  offer  me  Ihall 
be  my  folace  and  confolation.  1  receiv-e 
it>  charming  Mifs  Maitland,-as  a  rich 
gift ;  nor  will  I  forfeit  a  poffeffion  fo 
valuable,  by  vainly  ftriving  to  gain 
what  is  unattainable. 

You  now  fpeak  and  a£l  like  yourlelf, 
^faid  Lady  Frances,  addreffing  her  ne- 
phew.) In  the  weak  tranfports  of  laft 
night,  I  had  almoft  loft  you ;  but  you 
are  now  again  matter  of  that  reafon" 
which  was  bcftowed  upon  us  for  the  re- 
gulation of  our  paflions,  and  in  the  per- 
verfion  or  lofs  of  which  man  is  the  moft 
D  3         •    worthleft. 
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wortbkfs^  iQConfiftcnc^.  and  miferable  o€ 
beings. 

I  truft^  my  dear  madam^  (anfwered 
Sir  Charles^)  that  I  fball  io  time  be  able 
to  fubfcribe  to  this  rational  creed.  At 
prefent^  though  foinewhat  cooler  than 
laft  nighty  I  am  fcarce  equal  to  the  taflc» 
The  code  of  wifdom  is  eafUy  learnt^ 
but  its  laws  are  pra£liitd  with  pain  and 
difficulty.  That  pra&ice  (hall  bowev^r  . 
be  my  ftudy  i  and  chough  I  may  never 
be  a  happy>  I  may  at  leaft  beconie  a 
patient  man.  So  fayingt  be  quieted  the 
room^  with  a  look  coo  dilordered  to 
afford  him  any  prefent  pretenfioos  to  the 
epithet  he  profefled  to  defire. 

The  tears  which  fell  from  the  eyes  of 
Lady  Frances^,  ftrongly  affedted  our  he* 
rolne.  She  was  filent  for  a  moment  % 
then  rifingy  and  approaching  her  with  a 
kind  of  fearful  tendernefsj,  You  will 
love  me  no  longer  I  (faid  iheO  You  will 
rather  regard  me  as  the  caufe  of  uneali* 

ne& 
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neis  to  one  fe  d<(ar  fo  y6ti.    Nd^  \hy 

beloved  Juliand^  (replied  httLaidyihtp,) 

if  I  did  not  fihcercljr  love  yoo-^if  1  did 

not  think  you  the  moft  amiable  aild  de- 

ferving  of  women,   I   (hould  be  Icfs 

grieved  and  difappotnted.     The  yfery 

firft  time  I  had  the  plealbre  of  being  in 

your  ^company,  I  formed  a  wifh,  which 

has  grown  more  aiid  tairt  ftrdhg  as  my 

knowledge  0f  ftiiir  merits  ihcita(edi 

My  l^artitlity  totftf  h^^tw  ihd«cM  hib 

to  hfspe^  thht  h«  might  zf^t^  to  ydu  ar 

agrteablfe  al»  I  (bdh  fbiind,  j^bii  #fere  to^ 

him  s  tnd>  Motwithftaiiding  the  iAtiitia- 

tion  you  gave  m'e  bf  a  pre-ehga;gemeht 

of  afitaiorfs,  I  ftill  flattei^  teyfelf  thit 

it  might  bepolfiMe*    It  is  the  relin* 

quiiOimetat  of  thefe  iU--founded  plealing 

hopes  which  ha^  f6rced  from  me  tfaofe 

external   aj^earances    of  concern   by 

which  your  good-nature  is  affeftfed.    I 

l^eg  your  pardi($n5  my  love,  ferfhowihg 

fuch  an  earneft  defire  for  what  id  fh  re* 

D  4  pugnant 
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pugnant  to  your  wiflies  I  Bekeve  tnc,  I 
would  not  infure  the  happinefs  of  Sir 
Charles  Haftings  at  the  expence  of  your 
peace  i  and  that^  (horc  as  hath  been  our 
knowledge  of  each  other,  I  do  not  love 
him  more  than  you. 

The  converfation  was  of  too  intcreft- 
iDg  a  nature  to  fufFer  breakfaft  to  be 
much  attended  to :  it  was  removed  al- 
moft  un  tailed  >  and>  after  a  promife  of 
vifiting  Lady  France*  at  the  fame  place 
again  the  next  morning,  our  heroine 
tpok  her  leave^  and  returned,  attended 
Ity  one  of  her  footmen,  who  always 
waited  upon  her  home,  her  Ladylhip 
not  thinking  it  fafe  for  her  to  walk 
through  the  park  alone.  Her  reflexions^ 
as  fhe  pafled  along,  were  more  uneafy 
and  difTatisfadory  than  (he  ufually  ex« 
perienced.  So  far  was  fhe  from  tri* 
umphing  in  the  effedl  of  her  charms, 
th^l  nothing  could  be.  more  mortifying 
tQ  her  fenfibility,  than  the  thought  of 

difturbing 
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difturbing  the  peace  of  thofe  whom  (he 
fo  much  efteemed.  She  was  ihcapable 
of  giving  pain  to  any  human  creature^ 
without  partaking  it  with  them;  but, 
to  diftrefs  thofe  whofe  merit  and  kind-^ 
nefs  demanded  her  efteem  and  gratitude, 
—to  force  tears  from  the  eyes  of  Lady 
Frances  Seward^  was  not  to  be  thought) 
upon  without  a  pang  of  regret,  more 
interefting  and  zS\\6tive  to  her  heart 
than  ordinary  occafions  could  excite. 


'   "  D^  chap: 
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CHAPTER   XXIV. 

THB    SCCLAIRCiSStMXIiT. 

• 

OUR  heroine  parted  frofii  hsdf 
FrMctft  fi>  much  feoacr  tfakao 
MfyiA,  tliM)  upon  her  ret»f  n  to  Mor- 
dan(*PlMC,  &e  Ibond  the  family  ftHI 
ftated  round  the  breakfaft-table«  Small 
as  the  company  was,  they  were  broken 
into  fevcral  divifions-.  Mrs,  Mordant 
and  Lord  Bclford  were  chatting  in 
a  general  difengaged  manner.  Lady 
Maitland  and  Mifs  Mordant  were  in 
clofe  confabulation^  fpeaking  with  low 
toiceSj  and  turning  their  faces  towards 
each  other,  fo  aj  to  exclude  the  reft  of 
the  company  from  partaking  of  their 
converfation.  Albert  was  carelcfily 
looking  over  a  Critical  Review;    and 

Mr, 
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phlet. 

No  fooner  was  Juliana  ftatcd,  than  ' 
Lad^  Maitland  tumihg  towards  hir, 
faid,  with  much  ill-kufriouf  in  htt  coun- 
tenance, 1  can't  imagiht,  thy  dear, 
how  3roo  can  think  of  ^oing  oiit  etery 
morning !  Surely  you  know  Vciy  little 
of  g6od-breedihg,  or  believe  us  ex- 
tremely ignorant  f  I  thought  y6u  tztr\6 
here  to  vifit  Mrs.  Mordant  and  rhe,  not 
to  fpend  half  your  time  With  iLa'cJy 
Frances  Seward !  1  did  not  apprehend 
(replied  Juliana)  that  good-breeding 
confifted  in  ufelefs  reftraints,  or  that 
either  Mrs.  Mordant  or  your  Ladyftiip 
would  make  any  objeftion  to  my  palling' 
a  few  hours  every  day  with  a  perfon  f6 
amiable  and  worthy  as  Lady  Frances  ^ 
Seward.  I  hope  (anfwered  Mrs.  Mor- 
dant) that  Mifs  Maitland  will.  In  every 
refpeft,  conflder  hefFelf  as  at  home, 
during  her  ftay  here.  You  Cannot  won* 
D  €  dcr 
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der  (contmued  fhe>  addrefllng  Juliana^ 
that  your  mother  ihould  wifli  for  as 
much  as  pofllble  of  your  company ;  but 
I  am  fure  Ihe  is  far  from  wifhing  to  lay. 
difagreeable  reftraints    upon   you^    or 
prevent  the  cultivation  -of  an  intimacy 
fp    pleafant   and   unexceptionable.  .  I 
^ould  wilh  her  to  a£b  rights,  and  like  a 
rcafonable   creature,    (anfwcred   Lady 
lylaitland*)    I    hate    romance.     Then 
(jreplied  Lord  Belford)  your  Ladyfhip 
a.nd  I  diiFer  entirely  in  our  fentiments : , 
a.  little  romance  is  qijite  neceffary  to  the 
perfeftion    of   the    female    charaflterj 
there  is  no  dignity,  no.fup^ior  excelr 
lence  without  it.    It  is  the  cxtinftion. 
of  it  in  you,,  that  has.  introduced  the,, 
modern   cold,  infcnfibility  among    us.. 
When  the  wonrien.  ceafcd   to  be  ro- 
mantic,, the  men  forgot,  to  Ic^ve.  .  Oji ! . 
(cried  Lady  Maitland)  this/is  a  doc- 
tfinc    that    will    exadly  fuit  Juliana., 
But  Lord  Belford   i§.  the    l^ft  from 

whpm,. 
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whom  I  fhould  have  expeftad  to  hear  it 
(^laid  Mrs.  Mordant.)  Why  fo,  my  dear 
ijiadam?  (anfwcred  he.)  Men  oftcner 
admire  what  they  do  not^  than  what 
they  do  pradlife. 

.  He  had  fcarce  fpoken  thefe  words, 
when    a  poft-chaife    drove  up  to  the^ 
door.;  and  while  the  company  were  con- 
je&uiing  who  it  fhould  contain,  our 
J^eroine  flipped  away  to  her  drefling- 
room,  where  (he  amufed  hcrfclf  with 
writinig  to  her  belored  friends  at  Furze-^ 
IJill,  till  (he  was  interrupted  hy  her 
maid,  who  reminded  her,  that  it  was 
time  to  drefsi  which  jaik  being  pei>- 
formedi   ihe  recpUe^ed  that  as  Lady 
Maitland,   though  merely  out  of  ill- 
temper,  hadxomplained  of  her  frequent 
and  long  abfences,  it  would  appear  like 
an  entire  difregayd  of  her,  if  (he  pafTed 
the  whole  mQrning.alone.    At  firft  Ihc 
thought  of  going  to  her  apartn[^ent,  and. 
fiUin^with  her  while  ihedrcffed;  but 

fearing 
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CD  be  igain  teased  abmit  Lo#d  Belfor^^ 
flic  fcfolvcd  m  go  Iat»  the  litfle  draw** 
ing-roonH  where  the  family  tfutily  af^ 
femblcd  before  ^mi«r^  and  Ivaii  611 
fome  of  them  came  down« 

Upon  Opening  the  door,  ftie  fkw  a 
^eotlemaii  flraAdiag  at  ene  of  the  vnn^ 
iSow^,  itk  a  half-^eeKuffig  aiftitude^  whh 
a  book  ill  Ms  hafid^  Seeii)g  that  he 
did  Mt  obftfre  htf^  Aie  i^a^  iibtftrt  td 
bave  clopfcd  tbe  dtf»,  and  return ;  hm 
jtfft  as  itte  lra#  ft^i^ng  baek^  he  turnetf 
towan^  her,  adtf,  to  her  totr^ftit  ^bi^ 
pnxe,  prefented  the  eountefratice  of 
Henry  MaiitlsMd*  Juliana  ftafcid,  the 
Uood  rtfii«d  In^  hei*  face,  and  fte  wait 
unable  tl^  advance  or  retreat.  Mx>r 
^rae  his  cheek  left  ertmfened  j  thdiigh 
it  iwas  cafy  to  pcrecitc  that  he  had 
been  prepared  tdP  ^e  fight  of  her^  hj 
hairing  been  if^VnKtii  that  ihe  wa&  ?n 
tbehMfir. 

Reco- 
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RecoTering    from    the    confufion> 
wHidi  the  moment  before  he  appeared 
to  have  been  in,  he  approached  our 
hcroino  with  a  fmile  of  gaietjr^   and 
taking  her  haiid>  How  happf  I  am 
((aid  he)  in  the  pleasure  of  feeing  m^ 
dear  coufio^   lb  manf  days  before  I 
cxpeAed  it !  How  long  have  jou  been 
at  Mordant^Place  I  and  when  did  yoti 
hear  from  our  fnenife  at  Furze-Hill  ?  I 
had  yefterdajr  the  pleafure  (fard  Ju- 
liana) of  hearing^^  that  Mrs.  Maitland 
and  Mary  were  well.    And  Sir  George, 
(returned  Henry,)  was  not  he  included 
in  the  lift  of  health  ?  I  did  not  hear 
that  he  was  lick,    (anfwered  Juliana^ 
colouring    from    a    confcioufhefs    of 
Henry's  belief,  that  an  engagement  of 
interefts,  if  ncrt  of  affedions,  fubfifted 
between  herfclf  and  his  brother  j)  but  1 
fuppofc  you  willfoon  certify  yourfelf  of 
ail  thefe  particulars.    I  Ihall  probably 
be  at  home  in  three  days^  (anfVrercd 

Henry.) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


64        HEKRY   AND    ISABELLA. 

Henry.)  It  has  been  a  conflant  cuftom 
with  me  to  fpend  a  couple  of  days  at 
Mordant-Place,  both  in  my  going  and 
returning  to  and  from  Oxford.  I  {hall- 
not  now  exceed  that  number ;  but 
Mrs.  Mordant  tells  me  you  mean  to 
continue  here  during  the  greateft  part 
of  the  fummer.  Probably  I  (hall, 
(anfwered  Juliana,,  a  deeper  crimfon 
glowing  upon  her  cheek.)  I.  find  you 
are  going  to  the  races,  (continued 
he)  and  that  Lord  Belford  and  Sir 
Charles  Haftinga  are  to  be  your  efcort. 
I  believe  it  is  fo  intended,  (anfwered 
Ihe,  coldly.)  If  the  weather  continues 
to  be  fo  fine  as  it  has  been  for-  fume 
time  paft,.  (proceeded  he,)  your  little 
jaunt  will  be  extremely  delightful..  I 
think  it  is  admirably  well  planned, 
and,  in  fo  agreeable  a  party,  cannot 
fail  to  afford  you  great  pleafiire. 

Upon  my  word,  (replied  Juliana,  a. 
little  difdainfuUy,)  you  have  gained  a^ 

^reat 
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grcistt  deal  of  information  (ince  yoitr 
arrival !  Confidering  the  (hortnefs  of 
the  time^  you  have  picked  up  a  nurri» 
ber  of  very  intcrefting  particulars. 
Henry  was  about  to  reply,  when  the 
door  opening,  Mifs  Mprdant  entered, 
together  with  Sir  Harry  Windfor  arid 
bis  fifter,  a  fine  fhowy  woman  of  about 
eight  and  twenty,  who  had  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  a  town  education,  and  ac- 
quired all  thofe  accomplifhmcAts  which 
are  cxpefted  from  jt,  Thefe,  howcvei*, 
ihe  had  nearly  forgotten,  or  laid  afidfe. 
Her  barpfichord  fhe  never  touched; 
ibe  had  difufed  herfelf  from  drawing  j 
was  too  idle  to  dance,  and  had  entirely 
loft  her  Italian ;  a  tolerable  knowledge 
of  the  French  language,  which  ihe  had 
every  day  occafion  to  praftife,  was  all 
ihe  retained ;  but  (he  was,  what  is 
ftiled,  very  much  the  woman  of  faihion  j 
had  feen  a  great  deal  of  the  world,  that 
is,  had  for  the  laft  ten  years  frequented 

all 
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aU  the  paMidc  phces  both  df  LondMI 
nod  Pariii  Arttttd  in  the  court  ftyle> 
vas  Acquainted  with  the  neweft  topteb 
of  coQver&tioay  a  grtat  deal  of  polite 
private  hiftorjr^  «iid  the  particulars  x^f 
all  that  paficd  in  the  vrorld  of  gallalitt  y 
and  intrigue*  She  had  long  been; 
what  Sir  Charles  Haltingk  Ilyhed>  A 
hufband^huntert  but,  though  the  chace 
had  been  followed  with  eonfid^Mbka 
^dor  and  pttftrerancc,  a6  dacl't  f4» 
enough  fbr  her  purpofe,  had  ytt  M\*W 
a  prey  to  her  niachtn«tiotis  and  aftivity  i 
OTi  to  fpealt  without  a  figure^  Iht  hUd 
never  been  lucky  enough  to  meet  with 
an  opportunity  of  narrjriog  in  fueh  4 
manner  as  would  enable  her  to  live  in 
a  certain  ftyle,  among  a  certain  clafs« 
She  had  not,  however,  given  up  the 
hope,  or  purfuit  j  every  man  of  fortune 
and  faihion  was  a  mark  at  which  flic 
aimed  the  arrows  with  which  Cupid 
had  armed  her  eyes;   but  her  defign 
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wa^  loo  ^nlj  dii^ycd^  nor  did  Ihe 
caKe  pains  enough  to  conocAl  her  fcntiw 
mencst  wkh  rcgaid  to  ^hat  flic  efteem* 
ed  die  proper  iiKlucementB  to  matrix 
mony ;  fo  that  they^  who  at  fiyft  fighr 
were    pleafed    with    her   perfon^    had 
warning,  from  her  undifguifed  levity> 
to  place  the  (hield  of  prudence  before 
their  hearts^  ere  ihc  had  compleated  her 
conqueft.    Her  general  place  of  refi** 
dence  was  with  her  niother  At  Batb^ 
wb^e  flie  was  admitted  unto  the  firft 
parties^  and  where  her  face  was  as  well 
known  as  that  of  the  Mailer  of  the 
Ceremonies ;  but  flze  often  vifited  her 
brother  in  the  country^  and  fpent  a  part 
of  every  winter  at  his  houfe  in  towjn. 
Sir  Harry,  who  was  a  weak  well-mean- 
ing man,  was  extreniely  fond  oG  and 
entirely  governed  by  her>  ihe  having 
juft  the  degree  of  underftanding  and 
manners  which  are  beft  calcudated  u^ 
manage  a  fooL 

The 
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The  entrance  of  this  lit|^  partjr 
Fdieved  Juliana  from  the  difagreeable 
ncceffity  of  keeping  up  a  common-place 
converfation  with  a  perfon  who  was  not 
indifferent  to  her,  and  whofe  under- 
ftanding  was,  fhe  knew,  too  good  to 
be  really  interefted  about  fuch  trifles. 
Mifs  Windfor,  having  feen  her  once  or 
twice  at  Mr.  Mordant's  houfe  in  town, 
flightiy  acknowledged  a  remembrance 
of  our  heroine,  by  a  diftant  courtcfy, 
and  a  half-pronounced  ^'  I  hope  yot^ 
«  are  well,  ma'am  1"  for  flie  was  na 
very  warm  admirer  of  the  young  and 
beautiful  of  her  own  fex;  indeed,  one 
of  her  greatcft  pleafurcs  was  to  infuit 
and  mortify  them,  as  often  as  it  lay  in 
her  power,  and  Juliana's  large  fortune, 
added  to  the  above-named  objedion- 
able  qualities,  rendered  her  an  objeft 
of  peculiar  envy  and  averfion.  She 
then  turned  to  Henry,  and,  with  the 
mod  gracious  fmile,  declared  her  plea- 

furc 
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lure   in  feeing   him  fo  uncxpeftedly, 
congratulated  him  upon  his  manumif- 
iion  from  the  reftraints  of  a  college, 
and   added,   *'  I  hope  you  will  now 
*«  become  what  nature  defighed  you  for, 
*«  one  of  us."    A  very  lively  converfa- 
tion   then  took '  place  between  them, 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  his  becoming  her 
pupil,    during    which    Mifs   Mordant 
whifpered  Juliana,  that  it  was  ftrongly 
fufpefted  that  Mifs  Windfor  was,   in 
her  heart,   very  partial  to  Mr.  Mait* 
land;  and  it  was  thought,  would  have 
no  objedlion  to  giving  up  the  world,  of 
which  fhe  had  ^ong  been  fo  fond,  and 
becoming  a  country  parfon*s  wife. 

It  was  not  till  now,  that  Juliana 
obfervcd  Henry's  change  of  drefs,  and 
,  from  it,  perceived  that  he  had  taken 
orders.  Such  a  proof  of  his  having 
entirely  given  up,  if,  indeed,  he  ever 
had  entertained  any  ferious  thoughts  of 
her,    fenfibly  affedled  herj    and  more 

fenfibly. 
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fenilbly>  as  (he  felt  that  the  tafk  of  dif- 
^ligdgiog  her  a^e&ioas,  the  objeft  of 
them  contiftuiag  fb  amiable  and  pleaC- 
iag,  vcmld  be  no  eafy  onew  With  a 
half  hefltation,  flie  aflurd  Mifa  Mor- 
dants whether  it  was  believed  that  Mr. 
Maitland  returned  the  Lady^i  regard  ? 
Oh  I  certainly,  (replied  Mifs  Mordant^) 
there  can  be  littk  doubt  of  that«  Do 
you  confider  what  an  amazing  advan- 
tage it'  will  be  to  him  ?  Every  body 
thinks^  that  Sir  Harry  will  never 
marryi  6>  that  at  his  death,  all  his  for« 
tune  will  be  bee's*  Befides  Ihe  has  ren 
thoufand  pouftda  at  her  own  difpofal^ 
has  great  expe&ations  &om  her  modtcr^ 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  her  brother 
will  at  prefent  do  fomething  very  hand* 
feme  for  her;  I  fhould  not  wonder  if 
he  was  at  leaft  to  double  her  pre(ent 
iiicomej  for  he  is  extremely  fond  of 
her,  and  has  no  n»r  relations* 

J  While 
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IVhik  fto  was^  fp6Akmg>  Lad3r  Mait- 
llin(|»  Mrs.  MoFdaRr>  Lord  Belford  and 
Albert  eoitsred.    Mutua)  eompltments 
being  exchanged)    Lord  Bdford   ap- 
pmaciied  otir  herebc^   and  began  a 
converfation  upon  indifferent  fubjeds^ 
wiiidi  &ic  UNK  ^od  le-^niep  intOy  as  a 
Mlicf  t<^  her  ^iiisS)  aod  a  means  of  di- 
recting her  atteMiofl  from  mortifying 
aod  patn&l  ideafti  but  flie^  was  unable 
w  diiengage  her  thoughiSi  or  aniwer 
him  wkh  her  ufoal  eafo  and*  good  fenfe. 
Her  \rofds  weve  cooAifed,  aftd  though  - 
her  qrea  vete  abfoluiely  forbidden  to 
wagiAfft  toxacda  a  qi^rter  of  the  room 
whtre  Iklift  Windior  fiit  latkkig  wkh 
great  eankcftncfii  to  Mr.  Maitland»  aad 
playing  off  a  thou&<id  a0l£)Mt  coquetifli 
lura,  ye(  couU  Ske  not  help  Kftening  to 
what  pafled  there,  though,  as  the  lad^ 
cbo&.feascciaies  to  fpeak  ih  low  as  not 
'  to  be  heacd  with  any  dv^n&nefs,  fte 
could  bun  ill  gratify  her  de£re  of  know« 

ing 
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ing  the  fubjeft  of  their  converfation. 
It  was  at  length  interrupted  by  the  an- 
nouncement of  dinner^  during  which 
nothing  pafied  but  that  kind  of  chat 
which  is  ufualljr  heard  upon  fuch  occa- 
fions. 

When  the  conipany  were  removed 
into  the  drawing-room^  Mifs  Windfor, 
who  had  been  informed  by  Mifs  Mor- 
dant that  Lord  Belford  paid  his  ad- 
drelTes  toJuliana,took  particularpains  to 
engage  him  in  converfation*  She  talked 
about  Bathj  London^  Paris^  the  Abbey^ 
the  Opera-houfe ;  gave  her  opinion  of 
the  beft  dancers ;  preferred  Rubinelle  to 
Mara  i  and.  ran  through  the  whole  lift  of 
polite  public  amufement.  Then  Aiding 
into  private  hiftories  of  ■  and 

Lady  ^  and  Colonel  C and 

Mrs.  D — — ,  one  anecdote  followed 
another,  in  fuch  quick  fucceffion^  that 
the  poor  Peer,  whofe  politenefs  would 
not  fuffer  him  to  quit  her  in  the  middie 

of 
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of  one  of  thefc  voluble  details,  was 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  penance  of 
hearing  with  patience^  and  the  lady  had 
the  extreme  pleafure  of  believing  that 
file  tormented  Juliana^  by  detaching 
from  her  an  admirer  of  fo  much  confe* 
quence ;  forlhe  had  no  conception  that 
it  was  poflTible  for  a  mere  private  gen- 
tlewoman to  rejeft  the  dignity  of  a 
Countefs,  efpecially  when  fuch  a  vaft 
fortune  as^Lord  Belford  poifeiTed  was 
annexed  to  it.  She  was  at  length  inter- 
rupted by  LadyMaitland,  who  told  her 
(he  had  a  defign  upon  her  and  her  bro- 
ther, and  then  related  the  pbn  that  had 
been  laid  down  for  a  three  days  tour, 
previous  to  their  going  to  Stanton,  and 
concluded  with  faying,  Ihe  was  Aire  the 
whole  party  would  rejoice,  if  fhe  and 
Sir  Harry  would  join  them.  She  had 
no  fooner  done  fpeaking,  than  Mifs 
Windfor,  who  had  wiftied  for  fome  ex- 
cufe  to  get  her  brother  frou:  Juliana,  to 
Vol.  III.  E  whom 
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whom  he  was  talking,  called  out, 
Harry,  come  here !  I  want  •ye.  The 
Barohet,  who  never  refufed  any  ret^ueft 
of  her's,  imniediately  arofe,  and  walk- 
ing acrofs  the  room,  afked  what  Ibe 
wanted.  Sic  down  here,  faid  fhe,  point- 
ing to  a  chair  that  was  placed  near,  and 
juft  now  ril  tell  you  what  you  muft  do. 
She  then  repeated  what  Lady  Maitland 
had  told  her,  adding,  I  diink,  Harry, 
I  fhould  like  to  go.  With  all  my  heart, 
(replied  her  brother,)  I  have  not  the 
Icaft  objeftion.  Lay  down  your  own 
plan,  and  it  (hall  be  my  bufinefs  to  ai&ft 
in  the  execution.  There's  a  complaifant 
brother!  (cried  Lady  Maitland.)  What 
an  excellent  hufband  would  you  make, 
Sir  Harry !  It  is  really  a  thoufand  pities 
that  you  fhould  remain  a  bachelor. 
The  Baronet  bowed.  '  Poor  Lady  Mait- 
land was  unlucky  in  her  compliments : 
flie  feldom  got  more  than  a  bow  in  re- 
turn for  them. 

In 
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In  che  mean  time^  Albert,  feeing  Sir 
Harry  Windfor  leave  Juliaoa,  took  ht« 
feat,  and  ihrugging  up  his  ihoulders^ 
exclaimed  in  a  low  yoice>  I  wonder 
any  woman  alive  ihould  ever  rear  a 
daughter  !  Are  you  not  alhamed,  Mifs 
Maitland,  to  run  away  with  all  your 
mother's  admirers  ?  Have  you  no  com* 
paflion  ?  Don't  you  confider  that  the 
lofs  of  a  lover,  after  five-and-twenty,  is 
a  ierious  thing?  Here  is  Sir  Harry 
Windfor^  an  old  tried  veteran,  on  whom 
we  thought  we  could  depend ;  even  he 
deierts ;  he  has  eyes  for  a  younger,  fairer* 
I  begin  to  think,  indeed,  that  there  is 
no  faith  in  mam  Were  not  I  a  bright 
example  of  dove-like  .Qonftancy,  thp 
caule  would  be  quite  paft  defending. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time,  Henry 
had  been  lolling  over  the  back  of  a 
fefa»  upon  which  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Mor<i> 
dant  fat.  The  ladies  appeared  to  be 
chatting  with  their  ufual  gaie^;  but 
E  z  Henry 
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Heniy  wore  in  his  countenance  an  in- 
terefted  carneftnefs.     He  had,  during 
dinner^  avoided  even  to  look  at  Juliana. 
His  converfation  was  chiefly  addrefled 
either  to  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Mordant,  and  he 
appeared  to  withdraw  himfelf^  as  much 
as  pofTible,  from  general  fociety.  When 
fhe  fpoke,  he  would  addrefs  fomething 
to   Mr.  Mordant,    by   whom   he   far, 
fecming  unwilling  that  even  the  (bund 
of  her  voice  fliould  reach  him.     How 
different  was  this  from  the  cooduft  fhe 
had   been  accuftomed   to   from   him  ? 
There  was  a  time  when,    if  his  eyes 
chanced    to   meet  her's,    they  would 
fdften  into  fen{ibility,.or  fparkle  with 
pleafure;    when   he  liftened   to  .every 
word  (he  fpoke  with  charmed  attention^ 
and  watched  every  look,  in  order  to 
anticipatie  her  wi(hes.     It  was  in  vain 
that  Albert  exerted  all  his  humour  to 
divert  her:  if  Ihe  fmiled,  it  was  with 
an  unmeaning  look,    which  declared 
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that  {he  had  not  attended  to  what  he 
faid.  Her  every  idea  was  engrofled  by 
the  ftrange  change  which  (he  had  reafon 
to  bcKeve  had  taken  place  in  Henry's 
fentiments  and  affcftions.  Finding  her- 
fcif  exceedingly  incommoded,  and  al- 
moft  put  out  of  temper,  by  Albert's 
raillery,  who  in  his  ufual  way  began  to 
teaze  her  about  her  lift  of  flaves,  pro- 
tefting  that  he  was  the  only  man  who 
could  fee  her,  and  preferve  his  freedom, 
flie  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  flipping 
out  of  the  room,  and  retiring  to  her 
own,  where  Ihe  could,  without  inter- 
ruption, give  way  to  the  tide  of  various 
reflexion  which  poured  in  upon  her. 
It  was  not  now  that  luxury  of  tender 
thought  with  which  fhe  was  fometimes 
wont  to  indulge  her  moments  of  foli- 
tude,  but  painful  anxiety,  rendered  ftill 
more  painful  by  a  kind  of  uncafy  felf- 
difapprobation,  which  mixed  itfelf  with 
the  remembrance  of  her  paft  conduft. 
E  3  She 
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•  She  blamed  herfelf  for  having  fuf- 
fered  an  attachment  to  any  particular 
perfon  to  gain  fucb  an  improper  afcen- 
dency  over  her  heart,  before  (he  was, 
at  leaft  from  his  own  declaration,  af- 
fured  that  it  was  mutual ;  for  having 
entrufted  even  Mrs.  Maitland  and  Mary 
with  her  fecret  fcntiments ;  how  fhould 
flic  be  able  to  appear  before  them  i 
Should  (he  aflfeft  indifference,  and  ac<» 
»  quire,  in  their  opinions,  the  charafter 
of  lightnefs  and  infincerity  i  or,  fhould 
{he  openly  acknowledge  to  them  the 
difappointment  (he  had  met  with,  and 
fubmit  to  become  an  objcdb  of  pity? 
How,  too,  (hould  (he  behave  towards 
the  author  of  her  difficulties  ?  Should 
fhe  drive  to  aiTume  the  fifterly  eafe  and 
freedom  with  which  (he  was  uled  to 
treat  him,  or  muft  (he,  by  a  refer vcd 
diftant  behaviour,  (how  him,  and  all 
the  world,  how  much  (he  was  hurt  at 
his  ?    Tortured   by  thefc  various  re- 

flexions^ 
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fkxionsj  fhc  refolved,  and  re-rcfolved : 
ac  lengthy  fummoning  to  her  aid  that 
refolution  with  which  nature  has  fur- 
niflied  every  reafonable  creature,  though 
k  is  fb  fcidom,  upon  proper  occafions, 
called  forth,  fhc  determined  in  earned 
CO  attempt  a  complete  conqueft  over 
her  unreturncd  affeftions,  not  to  ftudy 
.what  would  bcft  deceive  her  friends 
and  the  world ;  but  to  become  in  re- 
ality what  fhe  wiflied  them  to  think 
hen 

She  was  fenfiblc  that  her  afFcftionr 
for  Henry  had  increafed  with  the  be- 
lief that  ftie  was  the  objeft  of  his,  and 
having  now  difcovercd  her  error,  fhe 
hoped,  by  a  proper  exertion  of  her 
reafon,  and  the  affiftance  of  female 
pride,  to  corre<ft  it,  and  prevent  the 
wretched  confequenccs  of  yielding  to 
the  enervating  power  of  ufclcfs  regret 
and  hopelefs  forrow, 

£4  .    Natwally 
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Naturally  warm  in  her  hopes,  and 
ardent  in  the  purfuit  of  an  approved 
pbjeft,  fhe  determined  to  go  down,  and 
ni^ke  the  fir  ft  cffay  of  her  returning 
llrength  of  mind.  She  defcended  ac- 
cordingly, and  juft  as  fhe  came  to  the 
foot  of  the  ftairs,  met  her  maid,  who 
faid  fhe  was  coming  to  requeft  that  fhe 
would  pleafe  to  walk  down,  there  beings 
a  lady  in  the  drawing-room  who  parti- 
cularly wifhed  to  fee  her.  Upon  en- 
tering, Lady  Maitland  prefented  to  her 
a  tall,  plain,  fhowy  drefTed,  afFe&ed 
woman,  faying.  My  dear,  this  is  Mrs. 
Martin.  You  know  the  great  efleem 
1  have  for  her,  and  will,  I  hope,  receive 
her  as  a  particular  friend. 

Ah  I  what  a  charming  creature !  (ex* 
claimed  Mrs.  Martin.)  When  an  infant, 
I  pronounced  that  fhe  would  be  a  per«. 
feft  beauty.  Many  a  half-hour  have  I 
nurfed  her.  Yes,  Juliana,  (faid  Lady 
Maitland,)  you  arc,  I  afTure  you,  under 

very 
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very  particular  obligations  to  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin,  the  nature  of  which  I  may  one  day 
or  other  explain  to  you. 

Our  heroine  received  the  ftranger 
with  politenefs ;  more  (he  felt  no  dif- 
pofition  to  treat  her  with.  She  remem* 
bered  that,  in  the  mortifying  hiftory  of 
her  mother's  follies,  which  had  been 
related  to  her,  Mifs'Hcnly  had  been  a 
more  than  fufpefted  abettor  of  them  ill; 
and  ihe  had  often  heard  Mrs.  Maidand 
mention  her  as  a  charafler  wholly  unfit 
and  unqualified  for  the  care  and  educa- 
tion of  youth,  and  attributing  many  of 
Lady  Maitland's  deficiencies  and  in* 
confiftencies  to  the  bad  inethod  in  which 
Ihe  had  been  brought  up  under  fp  im- 
proper a  governefs. 

On  thefe  accounts,  as  well  as  the  af« 
fcfted  unpleafing  appearance  (he  made, 
Juliana  felt  little  inclination  to  return 
her  carefles  with  more  than  common 
civility  i  but,  on  the.  contrary,  Mr^s* 
£  5  Martia 
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Martin  appeared  quite  charmed  with 
ber^  often  repeating  that  her  improve- 
ments were  even  beyond  her  vrarmeft 
hopes>  and  that  fhe  had  not  felt  fo 
much  pleafure  for  a  long  time,  as  (he 
now  enjoyed  in  that  of  feeing  her. 

When  tea  was  removed.  Lady  Mait- 
iand  and  her  old  favorite  walked  into 
the  park,  where  they  had  a  long  tcte  a 
tctci  and  the  reft  of  the  company,, 
after  Citimg  a  little  while,  agi^eed  to 
follow  their  examptc.  Mifs  Windfiir 
had,  in  her  own  opinion,,  enjoyed  a 
complete  triumph,  having  attributed 
all  Juliana's  too  vifiblc  dejeiftion  of 
fpirits  to  her  chagrin  at  having  Lord 
Bel  ford  »nd  Sir  Harry  kept  from  her. 
She  was  not,  however,  fatisfifed,  fi>r 
'  feeing  that  Henry  bad  offered  his  arna 
to  Mrs.  Mordant,  and  fearing  that  the 
Peer  Ihould  pay  the  fmne  complimeot 
to  Juliana,  by  wh^e  -fide  he  (Wbs  walk- 
ing, ihe  ciircfeftly  came.  Oti  tht  ocfier, 

and 
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and   fuddenly  pretending   to  ftumble^ 
catchcd  hold   of  his  ami   by  way  of 
raving  herfelf.      She  then  affeftcd  to 
limp,  laying,  fte  had  ttirncd  herande; 
upon  which  his  Lordlhip,  whofe  arm 
(he  ftiH  held,  could  not  avoid  deGring 
her  to  accept  his  affiftarice,  and  offer- 
ing to  return  back  with   her,  'if  fhe 
fbtind  walking   painfn!.      She  readily 
accepted  the  firft  part  of  his  propofal ; 
but  faid,   flie  ihould  entirely  recover^ 
when   (he    had  walked    a  few  yards. 
Then  turning  towards  her  brother,  who 
was  a  little  behind,    Ihe  called  bur; 
Harry,  why  don^t  you  offer  Mifs*  Mor- 
dant your  arm?   The  Baronet  imme- 
diately obeyed,    and   the  young  lady 
accepting  the  civility,  our  heroine  was 
left  to  walk  alone,  Albert  not  being  of 

the  party.      -  ' 

Lord   Bclford,    obftrving  this,    in- 

ftantly  requefted  that  (he  would  render 

iiis  felicity  complete,  by  receiving  the 

£  6  affiilance 
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alTiftance  his    difengaged  arm    could 
afford  her«    But  feeling  a  ftrong  reluc- 
tance to  doing  any  thing  that  might  in 
the    (lightcil    manner    encourage    his 
hopes^  and  perfuaded  that  her  refolu* 
lion  was  equal  to  the  effort^  fhe  anfwer- 
ed^  that  fhe  would  by  no  means  en* 
cumber  his  Lordfliip  fo  unmercifully  $ 
but  added^  with  a  fmile^   fince  I  anri 
left  in  fo  forlorn  a  ftate^  I  will  claim 
protcdtion  where  I  have  a  natural  right 
to  expejft  it.     So  faying,  with  that  air 
of  eafy  confidential  friendfhip  to  be  ex* 
peded  between  two  perfons  who  had 
fpent  their  infancy  together^  (he  walked 
towards  Henry,  and  laid  her  hand  upon 
liis  fleeve* 

At  that  inftant,  the  refolution  of 
both  appeared  to  forfake  them.  Gently 
taking  hold  of  her  hand>  to  draw  it 
under  his  arm,  he  felt  it  tremble  ^  the 
emotion  was  contagious,  Henry's  trem* 
bled  toOt  And  will  you  condefcend  to 
"^^  accept 
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accept  my  protection  ?  (faid  he>  with 
a  foftened  accent.)  She  raifed  her  eyes 
to  his ;  they  were  full  of  foftnefs  i  his 
Iparkled  with  tranfport«  A  glowing 
Vermillion  painted  her  cheek ;  ihe.  c^ 
her  fine  eyes  to  the  ground,  and  re- 
mained filent. 

This  (hort,  but  exprefiive  fcene^  did 
not  pafs  unobferved  by  Mrs.  Mordant. 
For  reafons>  which  my  reader  will  ealily 
guefs^  (he  wiflied  to  fee  Juliana  attach- 
ed to  any  body^  Sir  George  Maitland 
excepted:  Ihe  had  been  rather  furprifed^ 
by  her  extreme  coldnefs  to  Sir  Charles 
Haftings^  and  her  perfcd  infenfibility 
to  the  great  offers  made  her  by  Lord 
Belford^  and  began  to  fear  that  (he  had 
xefolved  to  ad  according  to  her  father's 
wifb,  and^  notwichftanding  the  indiffe- 
rence with  which  he  had  treated  her» 
marry  the  perfon  fixed  upon  for  her 
hulband  by  him.  It  was  therefore 
ve^y  agreeable  to  her  to  fee  even  the 
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davrn  of  a  preference  gfren  by  htr  te^ 
any  etfcer,  as  fhe  hop^  it  would  re» 
move  every  objeftion  to  her  dawghter'a 
marriage  with-  Sir>  George.  She  per- 
ceive that  her  prefencc  alone  prevented 
their  explaining  ito  each  other  the  fcnti- 
ments  which  their  eyes-  had  already 
pretey  ir'learly  declared  ;  and,  refoiving 
not  to  throw  any  obftacle  in  the  way  of 
what  fli-e  fo  earneftiy^defircd,  pretended 
to  have  forgouen  fonicthing  fee  had  to 
fay  to  Mife  Mordant,  and  ttiriied  back 
to  meet  her  tind  Sir  Harry  Windfor, 
who  were  not  many  yards:  behitid. 
them. 

It  hath  often,  and  judirfoii<S(r,  feceA 
tybfervcd,  that  the  converfations  of  true 
lovers,  like  the  famiHar  letters  of  par* 
ticular  friends,  though  extremdy^lnte- 
Tefting  and  delightfultothofc  to  whom 
they  arc  addreffed,  will  in  general  be 
'flat  and  unentercaining  to  a  perfon  who 
Is  not  more  than  ordmarily  coaccrned 

in 
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in  the  matter  tbey  Contain.  Wc  will 
not,  therefore,  til*  our  readers  with  a 
minute  account  of  what  pafied  itpbn 
this  occafion^  between  our  iveroineand 
her  happy  Henry.  Let  it  foffice-  to 
dy,  that  It  ended  in  ai>  expikrit  decla- 
ration of  love  on  his  fide,  and  all  the 
encouragement  on  her's,  that  was  con- 
fifttnt  with  the  tr^eft  female  delicacy^ 
guided  by  honour,  fincerity  and  affec- 
tion. He  ajcknowledged  that  he  had 
Uruggled  4iard  to  overcome  a  palfion 
which,  from  the  £rft  moinent  it  took 
pofleflion  of  tils  heart,  he  had  confider-* 
ed  as  hopeleis  s  that  he  was  retiarnirig 
home,  fully  perfuede<i  that  the  taflc  vms 
perfomied  j  and  that  he  (hould  be  able 
to  nrteet  her  only  with  (he  efteem  of  a 
frie«d,  and  the  t^ndernefs  of  a  brother* 
B«c  the  moment  he  was  informed, 
upon  his  arrival  iM:  Mordant-l^lace,  that 
-file  was  in  the  houfe,  -  all  his  lover-like 
vfttlotioA  forlbok  him)  aod  he  felt  that^ 

10 
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in  fpite  of  the  efforts  he  had  tnzAe, 
his  heart  was  weak  as  ever.  Yet, 
alhamcd  entirely  to  give  up  what  had 
coft  him  fo  dear,  he  determined  to  pre- 
ferve  at  leaft  the  appearance  of  indiflTe- 
rence,  and  if  he  could  not  fubdue  his 
love,  and  regain  the  eafe  of  which  it 
had  deprived  him,  to  keep  the  painful 
,  fecret  his  o.wHj  and  carry  it  to  the  grave 
in  filcnce. 

In  the  courfe  of  chat^  (for  their  walk 
was  not  a  ihort  one,)  Juliana  afked 
him,  what  it  was  that  Mrs.  and  Mifs 
Mordant  were  relating  to  him,  while 
he  hung  over  the  fofa  upon  which  they 
were  fitting,  with  fuch  earned  atteo* 
tion  in  his  looks  i  to  v/hich  he  anfwer- 
ed,  that  they  were  telling  him  the 
manner  in  which  fhe  had  refufed  the 
fplendid  offers  made  her  by  Lord  Bel- 
ford,  and,  as  they  had  caufe  t;o  believe, 
by  Sir  Charles  Haftings,  Inferring  from 
thence,  that  Ihe  muft  be  ftrongly  «M^ 
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tached  to  fomcbody  elfc,  Sir  George 
Maitland  they  fuppofed;  and  wanted 
to  know  if  there  appeared  much  fond- 
ncfs,  (that  was  Mifs  Mordant's  word) 
between  them,  when  they  were  toge- 
ther. 

I  am  angry  with  myfelf,  (faid  our 
heroine)  for  not  having  made  Mifs 
Mordant  and  her  family  ^afy  upon  that 
head^  before  this  time  j  it  was,  indeed, 
but  very  lately  that  I  difcovered  the 
intereft  they  have  in  my  affairs.  I 
immediately  requefted  Lady  Maitland 
to  inform  them  of  my  refolution  to 
rcfufc  Sir  George,  whenever  he  fhould 
give  me  an  opportunity ;  but  I  fear  Ibe 
has  neglefted  her  commiffion;  how- 
ever, I  will  take  the  firft  occafion  of 
doing  fo,  for  I  would  not  willingly 
give  Mifs  Mordant,  or  any  other  per- 
fon,  a  moment  of  unneccfiary  pain* 
As  for  Lord  Bclford,  (continued  (he,) 
the  fortune  I  am  likely  to  poiTefs  con« 

fidcred. 
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fidcrcd,  1  muft  be  ftrangcly  mcrccnaiy, 
could  I  fuffcr  myfelf  to  be  bribed  by 
any  addition  that  he,  or  any  other  pcr^ 
fon  can  make  to  it.  If  I  cannot  be 
happy  with  eight  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  twenty  will  not  procure  me  fcli* 
city ',  and>  as  for  a  title,  I  am  neither 
fo  vain,  or  weak,  as  to  look  up  to  that 
as  an  obje<51:  of  rational  eilimation. 

Mrs.  and  Mifs  Mordant  (anfwered 
Henry)  axe  mprc  furprifcd  at  your 
cold(ie&  to  Sir  Charles  Hailing^,  whom 
all  the  world  acknowledges  tx>  be  a 
pka&fiig,  jenfible,  and  worthy  «nan. 
Sir  Charles  Haftings  (anfwered  Juliana) 
is,  I  believe,  all  you  mention,  and  1 
know  (lot  any  caufe  why  a  woman^ 
^hofe  afieAions  are  uninfluenced  in 
^  favor  of  anoither,  unay  not  be  la^ppy 
with  him.  A  look  of  grateful  tranfport 
fpoke  the  feelings  of  Henry's  heart>  as 
^  (be  pronounced  thefe  words ;  he  preflbd 
htx  hand  to  his  lips,  then  to  his  bofom, 

and 
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and  was  proceeding  to  thank  her  for  fo 
flattering^  fo  generous  an  acknowledge* 
ment  in  his  favor,  when  the  appearance 
of  Lady  Maidand  and  Mrs.  Martin^ 
approaching  through  a  narrow  walk 
which  led  diredtif  towards  then;i,  put  a 
ftop  to  the  cffu&jM  of  his  graritade, 
aad  called  a  blufh  upon  her  cheeky 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  they  might 
Have  obferved  enough  to  awaken  a  fuf- 
picion  of  what  Ae  did  DOt  yet  wi&  to 
bt  known  to  any  one.  Not  that  ihe 
ifitended  to  make  a  particular  fecrcc  of 
her  attachment  to  om€  whcnn  her  judg* 
ment,  as  well  as  indio^tion^  approved; 
but  (he  well  knew^  that  little  right  as 
htr  own  oondudt  had  given  her  to  in<^ 
i^rfcrc  in,  or  pretend  to  regulate  that 
of  a  daughter.  Lady  Maitland  would^ 
on  Lord  fielford's  account,  whofe  inte» 
reft  (he  fb  warmly  cfpoufed,  oppofe  her 
•fnaniagc  with  Henry  to  >thc  very  utmoft 
of  her  powers  and  though  that  power 
-^  did 
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did  not  extend  to  a  poflible  prevention, 
fhe  wifhed^  during  her  ftay  at  Mordant- 
Place,  to  avoid  giving  her  any  offence, 
or  fubjefting  herfclf  to  be  teazcd  with 
arguments  unfupported  by  reafon,  (a 
fenfelcfs  jargon  of  noife  and  prejudice,) 
which,  as  they  could  neither  perfuade 
her  contrary  to  her  underftanding,  or 
influence  her  in  oppofition  to  her  affcc-^ 
tions,  fhe  determined,  as  much  as  poC- 
fiblc,  to  fave  herfelf  the  pain  of  attend- 
ing to  •,  but  the  moment  her  eyes  met 
thofe  of  her  ladyfhip,  the  anger  that 
fparkled  in  them  convinced  her  that  it 
had  not  efcaped  her  notice. 

Juliana,  my  dear!  (faid  fhe,  in  a 
voice  far  lefs  foft  than  that  with  which 
flie  was  wont  to  addrefs  her,)  I  want  to 
fpeak  to  you.  Mrs.  Martin,  too,  has 
fomething  to  fay  to  you^  and  as  (he 
muft  leave  us  to-morrow  morning,  you 
will  have  no  other  opportunity  of  at- 
tending hen    Henry  looked  unwilling 

to 
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16  truft  his  lovely  charge  in  her  hands  ; 
but  our  heroine,  drawing  her  hand  from 
under  his  arm,  Will  you  be  good  enough 
to  excufe  me  ?  (faid  flie,  with  a  fmile  of 
-fweetnefs:)  you  will  meet  us  again  at 
the  end  of  the  great  walk.  Mr.  Mait- 
land  is  too  dutiful  a  fon  himfdf,  (faid 
Lady  Maitland,)  to  make  it  neceflary 
to  apologize  to  him  for  an  a(5i:  of  obe- 
dience paid  to  a  mother.  I  will  cer- 
tainly meet, you  at  the  end  of  the  great 
walk,  (faid  he,)  and  bowing,  went  up 
the  clofe  one,  from  whence  they  had 
jlift  iffued. 

He  was  no  fdoner  out  of  fight,  than 
Lady  Maitland,  turning  to  Juliana,  told 
her,  that  fhe  had  bc^  informing  her 
friend,  Mrs.  Martin,  of  the  very  great 
differs  Lord  Belford  had  lately  made  her, 
and  that  fhe,  as  well  as  herfelf,  was  of 
opinion  that  ihe  ought  by  no  niieans  to 
refufe  them.  She  then  ran  on  with  a  long 
catalogue  of  the  amazing  advantages 

fhe 
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Ihe  would  reap  by  accepting  thcinfi,  .^ 
ending  with  the  obfervaeion^  that  from 
his  age  and  inBrmities  it  was  not  likely 
Lord  Belford  (bould  live  long,  and  in   .. 
cafe  of  bis  death,  fbe  would  be-  the 
richeft  .widow  in  the  kingdom,  befides 
poflefling  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a 
Countefs,  which  (he  would  (till  con- 
tinue to  polTefs,  though  (he  fhould  after^ 
wards  marry  a  man  of  inferior  rank. 
As  for  inftance  now,    (continued  her 
Ladyfhip,)  he  who  is  juft  parted  frona 
las,  who  if  it  were  not  for  his  want  of 
rank  and  fortune,  is  really  a  fine  young 
fellow  enough  -,  fhould  you  take  it  into 
your  head  to  marry  him,  you  would 
have  riches  enough  for  both,  might  be 
happy  with  the  man  you  loved,   and 
rank  as  a  Countefs  into  the  bargain. 
Juliana's  heart  revolted  againft  a  mother 
who  could  prefs  fuch  advice  upon  a 
daughter.     She  had  fcarce  command 
enough  of  her  temper  to  anfwer  with 
J  calmnefi* 
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calnincis*     She  mentioned  fdnoetbing 
about  the  facredne&  alni  duties  iifmar^ 
riage,  which  (he  declared  fte  would  not 
dare  to  violate^  though  by  (b  doing  (he 
might  become  a  queen^  and  command 
all  that  the  world  efteenf>9  defirable*  At 
the  conclufion  of  which^  Lady  Maitr 
land  and  Mrs.  Martin  burft  into  a  loud 
laugh,  declaring  they  h^  not  heardfiich 
old-fafliion  fluff  a  long  time,  the  former 
begging  of  her  to  modernizie  her  no- 
tions a  little,  and  not  be  fo  completely 
ridiculous.    Mrs.  Martin,   compofing 
her  features  into  an  affefted  fmile  of 
ibftnefs,  faid  fhe  was  forry  to  find  a 
young  lady  of  her  beauty  and  great  eis^ 
pe^ations^  likely  to  fuffer  (o  much  from 
the  unibrtunate  imbibement  of  falfe 
principles    and    common    prejudices: 
adding,  that  ihe  mufl:  have  been  vtxy 
ill  educated  for  her  fituation  in  life,  or 
flie.never  could  have  entertained  fuch 
vulgar  and  improper  notions*    Juliana 

anfwered 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9$         HSNRY   AND    ISABELLA. 

before  it  wa$  communicated  to  her  or 
any  other^  and  thatas  her  fortune  was 
fufficiently  large,  even  after  its  divifion, 
to  gratify  every  reafonable  dcfirc^  ihc 
thought  herfelf  at  liberty,  under  cer- 
tain reftridions  of  prudence  and  pro- 
priety, to  make  her  own  eledtion  j  and 
that  in  an  affair  of  fuch  importance,  in 
which  the  happinefs.  of  her  whole  life 
was  fo  nearly  concerned,  ihe  would 
neither  be  fwayed  by  avarice  or  vanity. 
Then  neither  my  advice  or  confent  is 
to  be  afked,  (cried  Lady  Maitland  j)  I 
am  not  to  be  confulted  -,  fo  Mrs.  Mai&-* 
land's  approbation  is  fecurod,  all  is  well. 
But  mark  me,  Juliana,  my  power  over . 
you  extends  perhaps  further  than  you 
imagine.  Obfcrve  my  words: — you 
Ihall  never  have  my  content  to  marry 
any  but  Lord  Belford,  and  upon  my 
confent  depends  more  than  you  are 
aware  of. 

Our 
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Our  heroine  aflured  her  that  every  re- 
fycA  and  ad  of  obedience  that  (he  could 
render  her,  without  violating  her  own 
principles,  or  facrificing  her  happinefs, 
ihe  might  at  all  times  command;  but 
beyond  that,  Ihe  hoped  her  duty  would 
never  be  taxed,  fince  further  (he  pof- 
leilcd  not  the  right  or  power  of  per- 
formance. It  is  very  well,  (replied 
Lady  Maitland,  with  increafiog  anger  ;^ 
but  be  aflured  that  I  poflefs  power  toi^ 
inforce  your  obedience  far  beyond  the 
narrow  limits  you  mention  ;  and  obeyed 
I  will  be,  or  your  ingratitude  and  folly 
ihall  be  punilhed  as  it  deferves.«— She 
pronounced  thefe  words  with  fo  muchr 
paflion,  that  Juliana,  who  had.  n^ver 
fufpe&ed  her  of  much  warmth  of  ftm^ 
per,  and  was  wholly  at  a  lo&  to  aSn^ 
jefture  the  meaning  of  her  words,  was' 
ierioufly  alarmed,  not  being  able  to  Ic** 
count  for  the  ftrahge  violence  and  abr: 
furdity  of  her  behaviour  any. way*  bwi 
F  z,  by 
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hy  fuppofing  that  hrr  rcifon  was  a  litde 
iiifordered.  She  well  knew  that  her 
fortune  was  left  by  the  lace  Sir  Geoi^e 
iVfaitlandy  wholly  independent  of  hk 
wife»  of  whonn,  indeed^  his  opinion  was 
«Do  niean  to  fuffer  him  to  intrufl:  either 
Ker  peribn  or  education  to  her  manage- 
mcnt.  She  therefore  cfteemed  her 
4&ireats  as  lictlebeeier  than  ravings.  She 
4a9  at  z  Idfs  how  to  anfwer  them^  or 
Mrs.  Martin's  perfuafionsj  w^hich  that 
dffitiotts  tady  w^  ufing  to  induce  her 
tb  follow  heriniothcr'«  advice,  whrch  flie 
^ured  her  was  Al  for  her  good,  and 
riite  Yoy  tbeft  that  could  be  offcrcd^; 
When  drawing  iiejlr 'to  the  fpot  where 
ftie  h^d  tippointtd  Henry  to  meet  them, 
e»  faw  him  appt-oaeb. 

l&ver  did  the  pocr,  fatigued,  half-* 
ftar^rcid  iiihabit#nts  of  a  befieged  town, 
feel  mere  joy,  when  the  diftant  fiKMita 
of  la  fifiendly  army  coming  t6  their  re- 
lief^ firJI  leach^  their  earS|  than  did 
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our   h^roinc^   when  the  fight  of  her 
lover  gave  her  hapc&  of  being  deliver- 
ed from  the  ftqrm  of  rage^  and  unrea^ 
ibnable  pretenQon^  to  which  Ihe  bad^ 
fincc  he  left  her,  been  expofed.     Lady 
Maitland  obferving  the  pleafure   that 
brightened    in    her  countenance,    ex^ 
claimed.    It  is  very  well  ma'am !   aA 
as  you  think  proper:  but  pnce  more 
oiark   my  words,  if  ever  yqu  marry 
that  young  many   ruin  is  the  confer 
quence;  and  when  it  fal]s  upon  you,  do 
lot  blame  me,  or  fay,  X  did  not  wam^ 
you  of  your  danger!    So  faying,  (he 
took  hold  of  Mrs.  Martin's  arm,  and 
they  torncd  up  a  path  which  led  into  a 
part  of  the  park>  dire£tly  oppofue  to 
that  from  whence  Heniy  was  approach- 
ing;  leaving  Jutiaaa,  to  relate  to  him 
atleifure,  the  (trange  arguments,  and^ 
threats,  her  Ladylhip  had  been  m^ing 
ufe  of  i  the  latter  of  whi{:h,  as  (he  wan 
fully  convinced  they  never  woyld  be  at- 
F  3  [tended 


d  by  Google 


I02        HEN^V    AND   ISABEttA. 

tended  by  .the  power  of  execution,  gave 
her  no  pther  pain,  but  as  they  were 
proofs  of  the  unreafonablc  violence  of 
her  temper,  and  the  weakxiefs  of  her 
undcrftanding*  ^ 

They  had  not  walked  far,  before  they 
were  joined  by  Mrs.  and  Mifs  Mor- 
dant, Mifs  Windfor,  and  Sir  Harry, 
The  latter  lady  immediately  began  to 
tell  Henry,  how  Jlhc  had  fervcd  Lord 
Bclford.  You  had  fcarce  left  us,  (faid 
Ihe,)  before  I  complained  to  him,  that 
the  pain  in  my  ankle  was  very  much  in- 
creafed,  and  begged  that  he  would  ex* 
cufe  my  returning  back,  and  purfuc  hrs 
walk.  I  knew  he  coiiKd  not  help  offer- 
ing to  attend  me,  which  he  accordingly 
did,  ^nd  I.  chofe  not  to  prefs  him  to 
leave  me  again,  left  he  fhould  take  me 
at  my  word  i  fo  back  we  turned,  and  I 
pretended  to  walk  lame,  till  we  came 
oppofite.to  a  feat  that  ftands  under  a 
great  tree,  and  then  I  told  him,  if  ie 

was 
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vrzs  not  difagrceable  to  him,  I  would 
fcft  a  little  whiles  he  could  not  rcfufc, 
lb  down  we  fat.  There  did  I  exert  all 
my .  converfable  abilities  in  order  to 
amufe  him,  but  in  vain  j  the  infenfible 
wretch  afkcd  aie  feveral  times,  if  I  did 
not  find  n^yfelf  fufficiently  rcffed.  So 
as  1  coold  not  entertain,  I  refolved  to 
plague  him,  and  therefore  told  him, 
that  the  place  in  which  we  were  feated, 
iieas  fopleafant,  and  his  Lordfhip's  com- 
pany fo  extremely  agreeable,  that  I  felt 
not  the  fmalleft  incKnatlon  to  move; 
and  if  he  had  no  objeftion,  we  would 
continue  there,  till  the  reft  of  the  party 
had  finilhed  their  walk.  Do  you  know, 
(proceeded  (he,)  that  he  had  the  rude- 
nefs  to  alk  me,  if  I  was  ndt  afraid  of 
catching  cold,  and  to  diftovcr  adu^I 
ligns  of  impatience  -,  during  the  whole 
time  we  were  together,  he  never  laid 
one  civil  thing,  though  I  more  than 
once  endeavoured  to  force  fome  out  of 
F  4  him. 
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him;  and  the  moment  this  compaay 
joined  us^  he  flipped  away^  and  wexu; 
into  the  houfe  by  himfelf^  adtually  in  a 
downright  ill-humour. 

It  is  a  great  pity,  (anfwcrcd  Henry,) 
that  fo  much  trouble  fliould  be  throwa 
away  >  but  I  fear  you  gave  yourfelf  too 
mvch ;  had  you  taken  lefs,  you  might 
hav€  fucceeded  better^  for  we  men  like 
a  little  trouble  ourfelves.  You  are  an 
impertinent  creature,  (replied  Mifs 
Windfori)  however,  you  are  fecure  from 
that  inconvenience,  nobody  will  give 
themfelves  much  trouble  about  a  poor 
younger  brother.  You  do  well  enough 
juft  for  creditable  danglers,  but  any 
thing  further,  you  have  no  kind  of 
chance  for.  Then  we  are  in  that  re- 
fpeiSt,  (anfwered  he,)  more  fortunate 
than  our  elders,  fince  we  are  leis  liable 
to  be  teafcd  by  the  giddy,  or  duped  by 
the  artful.  And  pray  in  which  of  thefe 
two  claiTcs  do  you  rank  me?  (faid  Mifs 

Windfor.) 
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Wind£>n)  Certainly  not  among  thearti^ 
ful)  (aoiwcred  he :)  art  implies  fome^ 
thing  concealecj,  fometiung  that  is  uiu- 
fufpe&edy  and  .likely  to  promote  a  de*- 
fign.  Thank  ye,  iHcnd,  thank  ye,  (ex^ 
claimed  Mifs  Windfor;)  if  you  have  ndt 
tBe  rank  and  fortune  of  an  elder  bra* 
tber,  you  at  leaft  poflfefs  as  much  eafy 
aflurancc  as  the  beft  of  them. 

This  kind  of  chat  brought  them  back 
to  the  houfe,  at  the  door  of  ^hich.  Sir 
Harry  Windfor*s  coach  being  in  waltz- 
ing, that  gentleman  and  his  (ifler  took. 
leave,  in  doing  which,  the  latter  ihook 
Mrs.  and  Mifs  Mordant  by  the  hand, 
telling  them,  flie  Ihould  cxpcft  to  f<;e 
them  very  foon,  and  offering  the  fame 
mark  of  friendlkicfs  to  Henry^  addcc^-^ 
and  if  he  behaves  wcU,  you  may  bring, 
this  faucy  creature  with  you.     She  was 
then  fleppiiag  into  the  coach»  without 
taking  the  leaft  notice  of  Juliana,  when : 
hei;  brother,  who  attributed  her  rude* 
E  5,  nefa 
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oefs  to  inatrention9  gently  pulling  her 
bsLcki  faid,  My  dear  you  have  forgot  to 
invite  Mifs  MaitlanJi  upon  whicb^ 
making  our  heroine  z,  very  flight  cur* 
tefy,  ihe  repliedt  that  fhe  hoped  Mrs> 
Alordant  knew  0ie  was  always  glad  to 
fee  any  one  that  made  a  part  of  her  fa- 
fnily.  So  &ying  fhe  got  intof  the  car^ 
riage^  which,  as  foon  as  the  mailer  of 
it  had  placed  himfelf  by  her  fidej  drove 
aw^y.  It  was  no  fboner  out  of  fight, 
than  Mifs  Mordant  turning  to  Juliana, 
aCked  her,  if  fhe  did  not  think  Mifs 
Windfor  a  remarkably  fenfible,  agree* 
able  woman?  I  do  not  think  her  re- 
markably any  thing,  (anfwered fhe:) €x* 
cept,  (rejoined  Henry,  who  had  remark- 
ed her  behaviour  to  Juliana,  during  the 
whole  day,)  rude,  enyious,  vain,  and  af- 
fc&cd'y  thoie,  in  my  opinion,  are  the 
leading  traits  in  her  character,  and  if 
they  are  compatible  with  underllanding 
and  elegance  of  manners,  Mifs  Wind- 
for 
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for  may  poflefs  both*  Oh  fie!  (cried 
Mifs  Mordant^)  how  can  you  be  fo  un- 
grateful, when  you  know  you  arc  one 
of  her  greateft  favourites. ! 

While  flie  was  yet  ipeakingj  they  were 
joined  by  Lord  Belford,  Mr.  Mordant, 
and  Albert,  The  latter  intimediately 
enquired  for  Mifs  Windfor,  and  upon 
hearing  that  Ihe  was  gone  homci  ex-' 
claimed^  Aye,  Maitland,  now  you  are 
here  ihe  cares  for  nobody  clfe  under  the 
rank  of  a  Vifcount.  When  you  are  ab- 
fent,  and  we  have  ^o  titles  annong  us^ 
I  come  in  for  a  part  of  her  favours,  bue 
this  whole  day  I  have  in  vain  watched 
for  a  fingle  fmile }  they  were  all  divided 
between  Lord  Belford  and  you.  Mifs 
Windfor  is  a  fine  woman,  (laid  Lord 
Belford,)  but  her  charms  begin  to  wear 
rather  a  matronly  appearance;  ihe  would 
look  better  as  my  Lady,  or  Mrs.  than 
as  Mifs.  Then,  (replied  Albert,^  in  an 
audible  whiiper,)  I  believe  I  can  anfwer 
F  6  for 
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fpr  its  being  in  ypur  I^dlhip's  pCKV^r 
to  give  her  th^t  advantage,  aa  foo&  as 
you  think  proper,  l^or  O^^tM,  A)bert> 
(cried  Mrs.  Mordant^  fnoiling.)  To  be 
fare,  (f^id  her  daughi«r>)  (He  is  not  quite 
fy  niuch  a  gir)  ^s  ^  was  twenty  years 
l^nce^  not  chat  I  beliQVf  fheis  herfelf  at 
all  f^n^ble  of  th^  change.  But  fenlible 
of  it  Ihe  fhertly  muft  .be>  (aofwered 
'  H;?nry ;)  wrinkles  and  grey  hairs,  tell  un- 
^uivocal  truths. 

They  were  by  this  time  feated  in  the 
drawing«<:00Dn>  where  Henry  taking  out 
his  pocket-cffe  and  pencil^  wrote  the 
foUpwing  lines^  which  he  prefented  to 
Mrs.  Mordant, 

Sonnet    to   the   L  o  o  k  i  n  c  -  G  l  a  s  s. 

In  the  Chara^ier  of  a  Beauty  on  tl\e  Verge  of 
Forty. 

COME,  fatt})lal  friend,  jny  toilet  grace ; 
Thee  troth  attends^  and  iBatterers  fiy  ; 

Still  thoa  {vefenreil  natiure's  face^ 
^ho*  vain  felf-love  averts  the  eye. 

This 
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This  honr  with  pleasM  regard  I  gaze^ 
Frefh  bloom  and  chearful  fmiles  appear; 

The  next  I  ftart  in  coy  amaze> 
For  ah  i  approaching  age  is  tkere^ 

In  thee  I  read  that  fpritog  is  paft. 
That  gaudy  fampier's  end  is  near ; 

That  aatumn  grave,  approaches  faft. 
And  winter  ibon  will  clofe  the  yea^« 

Ah  1  ere  that  hour^  be  tvery  kitty  fied^ 
So  wifdom's  iacred  crown  flull  grace  my  hoar]pr 
head! 


C  HA  P- 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

THE      VISIT. 

THE  heart  of  Juliana  was  fincere 
and  open,  ihe  pofTeiTed  real  delU 
.cacy,  but  dcfpifed  the  afFedation  of  it, 
as  (he  did  indeed  every  fpccies  of  that 
difgufting  quality.  Her  acquaintance 
with  Henry  had  commenced  with  her 
carl  left  knowledge  of  herfclf,  his^cha- 
rafter  was  in  every  refpeft  what  fhe  ap- 
proved, his  manners  were  particularly v 
agreeable  to  her,  fhe  refpeftcd  his  un- 
dcrftanding,  and  admired  his  perfon. 
In  fhort,  Ihe  loved  him,  and  had  every 
poflSble  feafon  to  believe  that  he  re- 
turned her  afFedion ;  flie  was  opulent^ 
and  independent,  nor  was  there  any  ob- 
ftacle  to  their  union  ftrong  ei^ough,  to 

render 
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render  its  completion  a  matter  of  doubt 
or  hefitation.    Thus  fituated^  (he  did 
not  fcruple  to  acknowledge  to  the  lover 
iierhearthad  chofen,  that  he  wholly  pof- 
fefled  it.    Nor  did  fhe  abfolutely  rejeft 
Jiis  fuitj  when  declaring  that  he  ihould 
not  enjoy  a  moment  of  folid  peace  till 
his  happinefs  was  put  out  of  even  a  poP. 
fibility  of  doubt,   he  carneftly  preflcd 
her  to  become  his  without  waiting  the 
four  tedious  months  which  intervened 
between  that,  and  the  time  of  her  com- 
ing of  age  5  propofing  that  they  (hould,  till 
the  arrival  of  that  period,  refidfcat  Furze- 
Hill  with  his'mother,   whofe   confent 
was,  by  the  late  Sir  George's  will,  alone 
neceflary  to  her  marriage.    Though  fhe 
had  not  quite  promifcd  this,  Ibe  had 
confented  to  return  to  Furze-Hill  im- 
mediately after  the  races  were  over,  to 
.'which  Ihe  thought  herfclf  obliged  to  at- 
tend   Mrs.   Mordant,    who  *made    a 
point  of  enlarging  her  party  as  much  as 
^      .  '  poffible^ 
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poffible.  She  was  not  indeed  {otry  t^ 
think  of  leaving  Mordant-PIacc,  which 
the  particularity  of  Lord  Belford,  and 
the  UKhumour  of  Lady  Maiiland  r<^4- 
dered  lef&agreeabk  to  her>  than  it  would 
othcrwife  haye  been.  The  only  cir-- 
cunfiftance  which  cauicd  her.  any  regret 
was  the  thou;ght  of  leaving  Lady  Frances 
Sewardy  who  every  day  became  more 
dear  to  lier.  To  this  valued  friend  flic 
had  acknowledged  her  actachmeirt  t<^ 
Henry,  and  at  her  jparticular  rcqueft 
had  introduced  hint)  to  her  at  one  oT 
their  breakfaft  meetings  in  the  batbing>- 
houfe,  Henry  was  charmed  with  the 
noble  fimplicity  and  polilhed  grakrefuK 
nefs^  of  Lady  Frances's  manners,  and 
ihc,  with  a  figh,  acknowledged  that  he 
appeared  as  worthy  of  her  lovely  young 
friend  as  any  man  could  be.  And  pro^ 
mifed,  that  as  foon  as  they  were  fettled 
in  a  donneilic  way,  and  all  the  hurry  and 
ceremonies  confequent  upon.a  nuirria^ 

were 
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urere  over,  fhe  would  make  tlrnn  a  long 
and  friendly  vific,  during  which  fiae 
hoped  to  become  acquaioied  with  Mrs. 
Maidaad  and  Marj^  and  to  induce 
theiQ  all  to  return  with  her  to  Clareville- 
Hoiife»  which  ihe  faid»  was  generally 
thought  pleafantj  and  which  ibe  would 
do  every  thing  in  her  power  to  render 
jb  upon  that  occafion. 

When  a  woman  feels  a  real  aSe&ion 
for  her  lover^  and  has  acknowledged 
that  afiedion^  ibe  will  iind  it  difficult 
to  refofe  him  any  thing,  which  is  not 
forbidden  by  honour  or  reafon.  Her 
acknowledgment  in  .  his  favour  encoti- 
rages  him  to  prefs  with  fervour  what 
he  would  otfaerwife  fcarce  venture  ta 
mention^  while  it  weakens  her  power 
of  refinance^  and  renders  compliance 
almoft  an  z&  of  duty.  It  is  not  there- 
fore furprifing,  that  having  fo  little. to 
oppofe  to  the  warm  intreaties  of  one  fo 
coafeiTedly  dear  ta  her,  our  heroine 

(hould 
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ihould  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  be 
perfuaded  to  confent  to  all  he  propofed^ 
iK^hich  flie  didj  however,  upon  condition 
that  it  was  perfedbly  approved  of  by 
Msr.  Maitland.  Should  that  be  the 
cafe,  it  was  agreed  that  Ihe  fliould  re« 
main  only  one  week  at  Mordant* Place 
after  their  return  from  the  races ;  that 
Henry  fliould  at  the  expiration  of  s  that 
time  come  back,  and  condud  her  home; 
and  that  a  few  days  after  her  arrival  there^ 
their  marriage  ihould  take  place. 

Every  one  at  Mordant-Place,  except 
Lady  Maitland  and  Lord  Belford,  did 
and  faid  all  in  their  power  to  perfuadc 
Henry  to  accompany  them  upon  their 
intendtd  excurfion ;  but  rich  in  hope, 
the  impatient  lover  was  nof  to  be  per- 
fuaded to  any  thing  that  might  for  a 
fingle  day  poftpone  the  completion  of 
it.  The  very  morning  after  he  had  ob- 
tained the  above  mentioned  promife 
from  her  upon  whom  his  happioe($^ 
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much  depended,  he  fet  out  for  Furze- 
Hill,  in  order  to  obtain .  his  mother's 
confent  to  the  arrahgement  he  had 
phnned,  and  prepare  every  thing  neccft 
fary  for  his  nuptials. 

LadyMaitlandappcaredhighlypleafcd 
by  Henry's  departure,  nor  was  Lord 
Belford  lefs  fatisficd.  •  The  former  em- 
braced  every  opportunity  of  teazing 
Juliana  about  the  Peer,  conftantly  re- 
prefenting  the  great  advantages  fhe 
would  gain  by  a  marriage  with  him, 
and  regularly  concluding  with* declaring 
that  (he  would  one  day  repent  licr  folly, 
and  wifli  fhe  had  followed  the,  advice  of 
her  friends,  without  obliging  them  to 
exert  '^their  authority  in  order  to  bring 
her  to  a  fenfe  of  her  duty,  which  if  (he 
continued  obftinate,  they  were  deter- 
mined to  do.  Our  heroine  being  con- 
vinced that  (he  had  not  the  fmallcfl: 
power  over  her  aftion^  heard  thefe 
threats  with  no  more  concern  than  every 

inftance .. 
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infiajice  of  her  Ladyihip*s  folly  gave 
ker.  She  made  little  ceply  to  them^ 
only  begging  that  fhe  would  not  coa* 
tinue  to  prefs  her  upon  a  fubjeft  to  whic^ 
ihe  could  not  attend  without  difguft,  or 
requefi  what,  however  painful  to  her, 
ihe  mufl:  abfolutely  refuie. 

Finding,  upon  enquiry,  that  Lady 
Maitland  had  neglected  to  inform  Mif^ 
Mordant  of  her  reiblution  to  refign 
Woodbum-Manor  to  Sir  George,  ibc 
took  the  firft  opportunity  which  prcr 
fented  itfelf  for  giving  her  that  agrec^ 
able  piece  of  intelligence^  and  the  ex*- 
treme  facisfaflion  which  appeared  in  h^r 
countenance  while  ihje  was  receiving  it,, 
convinced  our  heroi;ne  that  the  ^ccpunjC 
ihe  had  heard  of  her  expectations  from 
the  young  Baronet  were  true.  The  fud- 
den  pleafure  which  this  information  af- ' 
forded  her,  opened  Mifs  Mordant's 
heart,  naturally  clofc  and  referved  -,  ibe 
talked  a  great  deal  more  than  flie  was 

ufually 
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ttfuallj  acctiftomed  to  do^  arid  among 
other  cortimomcktibns,  told  Juliana,  that 
tlicy  fliotrld  not  be  at  home  again,  for 
war  a  tnonth  after  the  races ;  that  it 
Tras  intended  to  nnrake  a  confidcrable 
tour,  and  to  go,  as  by  accident,  to 
BeJford- Abbey,  where  they  were  to  re- 
main at  leail  a  fbrrnight,  and  be  enter- 
&ined  in  tht  nvoftfamptuous  manner. 
Among  other  amuftments,  they  were 
tb  have  a  fplcndid  fSte;  tharorders  had 
dreadybcen  feht  flown  to  prepare  For 
it;,  in  fliort,  (conftinoed  fhe,)  we  (hall 
fpcnd  a  moft  diJKghtfol  fortnight,  for 
BcMerd-Abbejr  is  one  of  the  moft'bcau- 
tiftil  places  in  the  kingdom,  andHlands 
ih  the  midft  df  a  very  genteel  neigh- 
bourhood, whith  will,  upon  this  occa- 
fion>  be  all  gathered  together;  nori«riII 
ahy  tiling  be  wanting  ^thatcan  poffibly 
aflford^lcaFure,  for  nothing  can  equal 
Lord  Belford^s  tafte  but  hh  magnifi- 
ecncc   But  dear  Mifs  Mahilaiid,  dd  not* 

5  fey 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tl8       HENHY   AND    ISAlBBLLA. 

fay  a  word  about  ic^  you  were  not  to 
know  any  thing  of  the  affiuri  indeed 
the  principal  defign  of  it' was  to  furprife 
you.  I^rd  Belford  only  confult^d  your 
mother  upon  it,  and  (he  told  mc  in  con* 
fidence;  neither  Mrs.  Mordant,  Albert, 
Mils  Windfor,  or  Sir  Harry,  hare  heard 
a  fy liable  of  bis  intention. 

You  muft  pardon  me  if  I  cannot 
make  you  any  fuch  promife,  (anfwered. 
Juliana ;)  I  am  refolved  not  to  make 
one  of  the  party  to  the  races,  and  muft 
beg  leave  to  declare  the  true  caufe  why 
I  decline  to  go ;  otherwife  Mrs,  Mor- 
dant might  think  me  rude  and  caprici* 
ous  i  but  I  will  mention  it  only  to  her 
and  my  mother,  nor  will  tell  them  by 
what  means  I  acquired  my  information. 
Mifs  Mordant  faid  every  thing  flie  could 
think  on  that  was  likely  to  induce  her 
to  accompany  them ;  not  that  fhe  par« 
ticularly  wifhed  for  her  prefence  at  the 
races,  where  fhe  rather  f^red  her  as  an, 

over- 
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overpowering  rivals  but  fhe  feared  her 
ftaying  behind  would  put  an  end  to  the 
Belford- Abbey  fcheme^    and    heartily 
wiihed  (he  had  pofTeifed  caution  enough 
to  keep  the  delign  from  her  knowredge» 
as  Lady  Maitland  had  requefied  her  to 
do.    Finding  it  in  vain  to  attempt  to 
overcome  her  objeftions  to  the  vifit  at 
Bclford^  (he  begged  that  fhe  would  be  * 
as  good  as  her  word  in  not  telling  from 
whom  Ihe  received  the  information; 
though)  (added  Ihe^)  as  Lady  Maitland 
has  informed  none  but  me,  ihe  will  not 
want  to  be  told ;  however^  I  (hall  take 
care^  Mifs  Maitland>  how  I  next  intrulib 
you  with  a  fecret. 

Mifs  Mordant  had  no  fooner  left  our 
heroine^  than  flie  began  to  confider  in 
what  manner  Ihe  fhould  difpofe  of  her- 
fclf  during  the  time  that  her  mother  and 
friends  would  be  abfent.  At  firft  flie 
thought  of  returning  to  Furze-Hill; 
but  delicacy,  or  fomething  whrch  (he. 

chofe 
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chofe  to  diftinguiifh  by  that  name^  ab- 
folutcly  fwbad  it.  The  next  plan  which 
prefentcd  itfdf,  was  that  of  pafling  ic 
with  Lady  Frances  Seward,  and  to  this^ 
as  Sir  Charks  Haftings  was  to  be  of  the 
party  to  the  races,  ihe  forefaw  no  pre* 
vention,  unle&  one  ifliould  arife  on  her 
Ladyflitp's  part,  which  ihe  did  not  ex- 
peA;  it  was  however  necefiary  to  be 
certain  of  this,  as  ihe  h^  no  doubt  but 
the  ftrongeft  ofagedtions  would  be  made 
to  the  innrpropriety  of  her  remaining 
alone  at  Mordant-Place.  She  therefore 
infbnned  her,  the  following  morning, 
of  the  :dsicovery  flie  had  made,  and  her 
confequeot  refolution  not  to  make  one 
in  the  intended  excw'fion.  Of  this  Lady 
jSrances  intirely  approved,  telling  her 
young  fnend  that  flie  ihould  gready 
have  tUamed  her,  refolvcd  as  (he  was 
upon  rejcding  Lord  Belford's  addrefles, 
if  ihe  bad  given  him  To  good  an  oppor- 
toAity  of  tea2ing  her,  and  as  the  world 
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might  poffibly  think,  laying  her  under 
obligations  for  entertainments  given  on 
her  account,  though  not  with  her  con- 
fent.  Then  looking  at  her  with  an  in- 
viting foiile.  Where  does  my  dear  Ju- 
liana mean  to  fpend  her  time  while  the 
family  at  Mordant-Place  are  abfent  ? 
Will  Lady  Frances-  Seward  permit  me 
to  pafs  it  with  her  at  Marley  ?  (anfwer- 
ed  our  heroine.)  Sij  Charles  is  engaged 
to  accompany  Mr.  Mordant,  therefore 
my  being  with  her  can  be  no  impro- 
priety. And  will  you  then  make  me  fo 
happyl?  (cned  Lady  Frances.)  I  fhall 
be  very  happy  indeed !  and,  which  I  had 
Htde  caufe  to  expeft,  owe  that  happi- 
nefs  to  Lord  Belford.  More  was  not 
neccffary  5.  Juliana  returned  highly  pleaf- 
cd  with  the  thoughts  of  fpending  the 
next  fortnight  with  Lady  Frances,  ra- 
ther than  at  the  races,  which  (he  would 
greatly  have  preferred,  had  the  vifit  to 
Bclford-Abbey  never  been  projefted. 
Vol.  IIL  G  The 
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•     The  only  pcrfon  (be  found  in  the 
breakfaft  roopi  upon  her  fetufn^  was 
Mrs.  Mordant.    She  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  her  being  alonej   to  let  her 
:jcnow  that  having,  by  a  particular  ac- 
cident, difcovered  that  they  were  to  be 
furprifed  into  a  vifit  to  Belford-Abbey 
in  the  courfe  of  their  intended  CKCur- 
fion,  (he  was  determined  to  avoid  fo  un- 
pleafant  a  circumftance,  by  remaining 
.behind^  and  paffing  the  time  of  their 
abfence  with  Lady  Frances  Seward,  who 
would  be  quite  alone,  as  Sir,  Charles 
Haftings  was  to  make  one  of  their  party. 
I  need  not  afk  how  you  came  by  your 
intelligence,   (faid    Mrs,  Mordant,)  I 
have  no  doubt  but  Eliza  was  jKmr  in^ 
-formers  for  though  (he  is  in  general  re- 
fervcd,  and  ratberfilent,  (he  never  could 
Jceep  any  thing  that  refembled  afecrct: 
not  that.Lady.Maitland  has  made  much 
of  this,  for  to  Eliza  I  know  ihe  has  told 
the  whole. deCgn;  upon  me  (he  has  con- 
4  fcrrcd 
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fcrrcd  the  feme  favour;  from  Albert 
(he  can  keep  nothing.;  and  I  have  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that  Mifs  Windfor,  if 
not  Sir  Harry,  are  upon  this  occafion  . 
made  confidants ;  fo  that  you  are  the 
only  one  of  the  party  that  would  have 
been  furprifed,  had  the  fcheme  been  put 
into  execution.    Juliana  blufhed  for  her 
mother's  weaknefs,  there  was  fcarcc  an 
hour  in  which  (he  had  notcaufe  to  blufh 
on  this  account.     Mrs.  Mordant  ob- 
ferving  her  confufion,  politely  added. 
You  know,  my  dear  Mifs  Maiiland,  it 
was  of  no  confequence  to  the  intention 
who  was  made  acquainted  with  it,  pro- 
vided it  remained  a  fecret  to  you;  in- 
deed I  was  half  inclined  to  tell  you  my- 
felf,  for  I  did  not  think  it  quite  fair 
that  you  fhould  be  fo  deceived  i  but  I 
feldom  intermeddle  in  their  plans ;  in 
general  Lady  Maitland  and  the  young 
folks  projcft,  and  I  follow  the  ftream. 
G  z  Your 
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Your  wilh  to  have  me  informed  upon 
this    occafion^   (faid    Juliana,)  proves 
"that  you  are  of  my  opinion  withrcfpcft 
to  the  impropriety  of  my  going  to  Bel- 
ford,  therefore  I  am  fure  you  will  have 
goodnefs  enough  to  join  with  me  in  per- 
•fuading  my  mother  to  conient  to  ray 
(laying  behind.   Juft  as  fhe  pronounced 
thefc  words  Lady  Maieland  entered,  and 
being  informed  of  our  heroine's  rcfo- 
lutio!  .  and  the  caufe  of  its  being  takeC) 
flew  into  a  more  violent  paflion  than 
either  of  thofe  prefejit  had  ever  beheld 
her  in.     Mrs.  Mordant  faid  every  thing 
that  (he  thoughtmight  tend  to  calm  her 
rage,  at  the  fame  time  declaring,  that  as 
Mifs  Maitland  had  refolved  never  to 
marry  Lord  Belford,  it  would  be  veryl 
wrong  to  make  him  fuch  a  vilit. 

Refolved  not  to  marry  him !  (cried 
Lady  Mailland^)  (he  is  refolved  upon  no 
fuch  thing  i  (lie  will  yet  be  glad  to  marrj 
him.    Nay,  I  will  venture  to  fay  (hi 
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fiall  marry  him.     Thefc  words  excited! 
a  fmile  from  Mrs.  Mordant,. and  a  look 
of  concern  from  Juliana,  who  could' 
not  reconcile  them  to  any  thing  reafon- 
able  J  and  really  began  to  fear,  both  from 
ihem  and  the  violence  of  her  agitations,- 
that  her  mother  was  fubjedt  to  fhort  fits 
of  infanity.     At  length  her  Ladyfliipy 
after  upbraiding  our  heroine  with  obfti- 
nacy,  folly,    ingratitude,    and  unduti-- 
fulncfs,  left  the  room,  telling  her  that 
fhe  might  upon  thisoccafion  follow  her 
own  inclinations,  but  at  her  return  (he- 
would  foon  convince  her  that  it  wa^ 
both  her  duty  and  intereft  to  be  guided 
by  her's. 

During  the  two  days  which  intervened 
between  this  converfation  and  that  fixed 
upon  for  the  beginning  of  their  journey. 
Lady  Maitland  was  top  bufy  in  her  pre- 
parations for  the  races  to  have  much 
time  for  reproaches  and  iU-humoiiri- 
the  arrival  of  her  new  drcii  wasin  every 
©  J  refpect^ 
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He  approached  her  with  a  refpeftful 
and  tender,  but  real  melancholy  air. 
How  good  you  are,  (faid  he,)  my  dear 
Mifs  Maitl.and,  to  favour  my  aunt  with 
your  company  !  How  happy  will  (he  be 
during  nriy  abfence  !  He  fpoke  the  laft 
words  with  a  ftrong  emphafis,  and  ac- 
companied them  with  a  figh,  which 
feemed  to  iflue  from'  the  bottom  of  his 
heart.  I  am  happy,  Sir,  (anfwcrcd  Ju- 
liana,) in  the  opportunity  which  the 
abfence  of  Mr.  Mordant's  family  affords 
me  of  giving  myfelf  the  honour  to'paft 
a  few  days  with  Lady  Frances.  I  hope 
you  will  have  a  great  deal  of  amufement 
at  Stanton. — She  was  proceeding,  when, 
fuddenly  interrupting  her, — I.  am  not 
fufficiently  atcafe,  (faid  he,)  to  find 
much^enjoymcnt  in  any  thing.  But  may 
you  be  happy  !  If  my  bed  wiflies  could 
contribute  to  your  felicity,  you  would 
never  feel  a  fingle  pain.  So  faying,  he 
bowed,  and  hurried  from  her  in  much 

apparent 
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ihe  Ibould  want  during  her  ftay  thcrCj. 
they  were  placed  in  a  caravan  box^  and 
orders  given  to  her  footman  to  bring 
them  to  her  in  the  afternoon.     She  had 
taken  leave  of  the  family  the  preceding 
evening,  had  fincerely  wiflied  them  all' 
thofe  pleafures  of  which  (he  felt  not  the 
fmallell  wiih  to  partake,  and  wasjuft 
fctting  out  for  the  bathing  houle^  where 
Lady  Frances  had  promiied  to  meet,r 
and  from   thence  conduft  her  home, 
when  Ihe  was  met  fay  Sir  Charles  Haf- 
tings.    His  looks  were  paler  than  ufual, .. 
aad  very  grave ;  (he  had  not  fcen  him 
fiflce  their  meeting  at  the  place  to  which 
flie  was  now  going,  and  the  change  his 
countenance  had  undergone  was  very 
perceptible.    She  could  not  look  at  him 
without  concern  :  ah  \  ((he  inwardly  ex- 
claimed,) how  can  I  hope  for  the  friend-  - 
Aip  of  Lady  Frances,  while  I  deftroy  the 
happinels  of  one  fo  dear  to  her. 

G  4  He 
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wife  of  her  happy  Henry,  (be  (bould 
endeavour  to  harden  herfclf  againft  the 
rcfleflions  which  the  envy  of  the  world 
would  probably  caft  upon  her,  and 
contented  with  the  confcious  re&itude 
of  her  own  heart,  joyfully  confent  to 
what  fhe  hoped  would  infure  her  hap- 
pinefs,  though  it  would  not  place  her 
in  the  fphere  of  life  fhe  had  a  right  to 
move  in.  Mary  eitpreHcd  the  higheft 
delight  in  the  thought  of  calling  her 
fifter,  and  the  approaching  happinefs  of 
her  favorite  brother.  She  intreated  her 
to  ihorten  her  abfence  as  much  as  pof* 
fible,  declaring  that  ihe  ihould  think  of 
nothing  rife  till  her  return  to  Fur2e- 
HilU  In  fhort,  her  letter  breathed  the 
warm  fpirit  of  youthful  friendship,  un* 
corrupted  by  that  mean  and  felfifli  dill 
polition,  which,  unable  to  view  even 
qualities  which  mod  excite  efteem  with- 
out  jealoufy  and  envy,  thofe  certain  dc- 
ftroyers  of  amity  and  aifedicn,  render 

feqrialc 
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female  (tcachqlpnts  fo  generally  Vfe^k 
and  ihort  lived.  The  epiille  froiii  I^e^r/ 
mras  Ai^h  as  migh(  he  fxp^£ted  from 
fuch  a  mani  in  fuch  a  f)tua(ion.  He 
eonclyded  by  informing  her  that  \i^ 
(hould  wUHquc  fail  be  at  Mprdant-Place 
upon  the  appQiQCed  day  -,  and  that  his 
ifi^ther  and  fifter  woyld  mtt%  her  half 
way  upoq  hpr  rfsturn,  ap  a  very  good 
lijp,  whpre  they  might  be  well  accpm- 
modated  ior  th^  l^ight^  inftead  q£  fa* 
tigwing  her,  by  pprforming  the  whole 
journey  in  one  day.  To  this  Juliana 
^U  np  objcftion,  every  place^  in  the 
eompaoy  of  thofc  fhe  fo  iwch  loved* 
^pp^ariog  to  her  fafe  and  ple%fant. 

During  the  firft  week  of  her  vifit  to 
Lady  Frances^  nothing  occurred  that 
ican  fu^niAi  matter  for  relation.  Every 
l>our  lAGrea&d  that  rileem  aodada^irar 
tiOD  which  fkc  before  thought  fcarce  ca- 
pable of  tncrieafe,  nor  could  any  thing 
but  the  hope  of  s^^in  feeing  her  beloved 
G  6  friends 
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friends  at  Furze-Hill  have  reconciled 
her  to  the  thought  of  fo  foon  quitting 
a  fociety  in  which  her  heart  was  become 
fo  deeply  intercfted.  LadyFrailces  was 
one  day  comparing  the  retired,  ftill  life 
her  lovely  young  friend  led  with  her, 
with  the  gay  buftle  in  which  flie  fup- 
pofed "  her  mother  and  the  '  Mordants 
were  engaged  j  and  concluded  with  fay- 
ing, there  are  few  at  your  age,  and  fit- 
ted as  you  are  to  fhine  in  the  firft  par* 
ties,  who  would  have  made  fuch  a 
choice.  Yet,  (replied  Juliana,)  my  dear 
Lady  Frances  is  not  among  thofe  who 
ought  to  wonder  at  fuch  a  conduA ;  are 
not  you  younger  than  Mrs.  Mordant  or 
Lady  Maitlaind?  yet  while  they^purfuc 
every  thing  that  bears  the  name  of 
amufement  with  avidity,  -  you  fhrint 
back,  and  appear  to  avoid  even  thofe 
that  prefs  themfelves  upon  you.  Ahl 
my  dear  Mifs  Maitlahd,  (anfwered .  her 
Ladyfhip,)  you  willj  I  truftj  never  cx- 
-  •    perience 
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perience  fuch  difappointments  as  have 
given  me  a  difguft  to .  the  world,  and 
changed  a  temper,  naturally  gay  and 
aftive,  into  the  revcrfc  of  both.  I  will 
in  a  few  words  account  to  you  for  this 
change,  though  in  fb  doing  I  fhall  lay 
open  an  aflFair  which  is  a  fecrec  to  Sir\/ 
Charles  Haftings  himfclf.  I  will  not 
apologize  to  my  fair  friend  for  the  fol- 
lies and  imprudencies  I  have  been  guilty 
of,  I  know  her  candour  will  view  them 
in  the  moft  favourable  light,  and  the 
cenfure  I  hive  defcrved  1  mull  fubmit 
10  bear. 

My  father,  the  late  Earl  of  Clare* 
ville,  was  a  man  who  poffeffed  nriany 
worthy  qualities  5  he  was  fincere  in  hia^ 
attachments,  generotis  to  his  depen- 
dents, and  IT  ftrift  obfervcr  of  theo-ules 
of  what  the  world  calls  honour,  which 
he  never  violated  himfelf,  or  fufFered 
any  one  with  whom  he  was. in  any  de- 
gree connedlcd,  to  infringe  with  impu- 
nity* 
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fiitjr.  He  had  ia  the  younger  part  of 
his  life  fcrved  in  the  army  with  wnfi- 
derabk  reputation^  and  would  proba^ 
Uy  have  rifen  to  the  firft  comooand  had 
he  not  been  detfK:bcd  from  the  purfuit 
of  nailitary  glory  by  hia  paffion  for  my 
mother,  of  whom  he  was  e;coeifively 
fondj  and  whofe  flighteft  wilh  was, 
throughout  the  whole  time  during  whi^ 
they  lived  together,  an  abffdute  law  to 
him. 

This  unbounded  influence  fhe  had 
obtained  over  his  a|{e£i:ions»  partly  by 
her  uncommon  beauty^  accompli&oienca 
and  underftanding,  and  partly  by  her 
high  rank»  and  the  confideratbn  pf  c^ 
very  ancient  and  illuftrious  fapiily  from 
which  (he  was  defcended ;  ibe  being  one 
of  t^  daughters  of  the  laite«  and  fifter 
to  the  prefent  Duke  of  Roxford,  an  al- 
liance wi^  whom,  exclufive  of  her  f%^ 
traordinary  mentis,  flattered  his  pride,  of 
which  he  po^ffed  a  m»£h  larger  ihare 

than 
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than  tht  moft  exalted  and  fplendid  con* 
dition  of  human  life  can  juftify  or  even 
excufe.  Indeed  excefiive  pride  and 
boundlefs  ambition  were  the  leading 
traits  in  his  charafter^  and  not  only 
fliadcd  his  better  qualities^  but  to  thofe 
moft  near  to  him^  and*^ho  had  a  natu*  . 
ral  claim  to  be  benefited  by  them^  ren* 
dered  them  abfolutely  ufelefs* 

The  great  intereft  of  my  mother^s 
family^  together  with  his  own^  raifed 
him  to  the  firft  polls  in  the  late  admi- 
Riftration,  of  whkh  his  father-in-law 
was  coniidered  as  the  leader  and  princi- 
pal fupport  i  and  the  integrity  and  abi** 
Hty  with  which  he  611ed  them>  acquired 
him  at  once  the  aj^obation  of  his  fo- 
vereign^  and  the  confidence  of  his  (cU 
low-citizens^  though  the  extreme  haugh<> 
tinefs  of  bis  manners  difqualiBed  him 
for  e^er  from  obtaining  their  aiSedlion* 

In  the  courfe  of  the  ten  firft  years  of 
his  carriage,  my  modier  prcfented  him 

with 
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with  five  children,  6f  whom  I  was  the- 
youngeft ;  two  girls  died  in  their  in- 
fancy, which  was  matter  of  little  regret 
to  him,    he  having  pjaced  his  whole 
hopes  and  aiFedions  upon  his  fon,  who 
was  the  eldeft,  and  in  every  refpeft  a 
moft  promifing  boy,  both  in  perfon  and 
undcrftanding.     The  care  and  fujperin-- 
-tendence  of  his  education  divided  his 
attention  even  with  politics  and  the  du- 
ties of  his'  office;  the  beft  matters  in- 
every  branch  of  polite  attainment  were 
engaged  to  inftruft  him,  and  a  gentle- 
man,   whofe    abilities,    learning,    and 
knowledge  were  in  the  very  firft  clals, ' 
was  induced  by  a  more  than  commonly^ 
generous  eftablifhlment,  to  take  upon 
himfelf  the  charafter  of  his  preceptor* 
As  for  my  fifter  and  myfelf  he  concern- 
ed himfelf  very  little  about  us  i  indeed 
we  were  almoft  ftrangers  to  him  5  for 
when  his  time  was  not  taken  up  in  the 
duties  of  his  poft^   and  attendance  at 

the 
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the  houfe  of  Peers  or  St.  James's,  he 
was  almoft  conftantly  furroundcd  by 
company,  fo  that  we  were  intirely  left 
.  to  the  care  and  regulations  of  our  mo- 
ther, Vrhofe  attentions  to  our  health, 
comfort,  and  improvements  were  unre- 
mitted, and  whoife  tendernefs  made  us 
amends  for  the  want  of  it  in  our  father. 
As  my  brother  grew  up,  the  hopes  of 
my  father,  as  well  as  every  part  of  our 
family,  were  exceedingly  flattered  by 
,  the  favourable  accounts  given  of  him 
by  his  tutor;  the  rapid  improvements. 
he  made  in  his  various  ftudies^  the  finc- 
nefs  of  his  perfon,  clearnefs  of  his  un- 
derftanding,  and  agreeablenefs  of  his 
manners.  Lord  Clareville  already  be- 
held him  in  idea  a  minifter  of  ftate,  the 
favourite  of  his  fovereign,  the  admira- 
tion of  the  court,  and  raifed  to  the 
higheft  dignities  which  rank,  fortune, 
and  reputation  have  power  to  beftow. 
In  order  to  infure,  as  f«r  as  Jiuman  pru* 

dence 
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dcnce  can  influence  events,  his  future 
confcquencc;  in  life,  he  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  my  uncle,  who  by  the 
death  of  his  father  was  become  Duke 
of  Roxford,  by  which  it  was,  refolved, 
that  as  foon  as  they  became  of  a  proper 
age,  a  marriage  fhould  take  place  be- 
tween my  brothei"  and  his  Grace's  daugh- 
ter, who  being  his  only  child,  and  heircfs 
to  his  vaft  pofTtrflipns,  was  a  circum* 
fiance  to  which  he  looked  forward  as 
to  the  completion  of  his  almoft  every 
wifli. 

As  the  young  people  advanced  in  age, 
a  growitig  attachment  appeared  between 
them,  which  was  attentively  watched 
and  encouraged  by  their  refpeftive  pa- 
rents; our  families  were  almoft  conti- 
nually together,  and  every  hour  that  my 
brother  could  fpare  from  his  ftudies, 
was  devoted  to  little  entertainments  and 
parties  of  amufcment,  in  which  my 
fifler  and  I  always  feared-   My  mother, 

who 
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who  was  extremely  fond  of  her  niece, 
had  fixed  her  heart  upon  the  completion 
of  the  projefted  marriage,  as  Rrongly 
as  my  father;  and  in  all  the  parties  that 
were  made  in  compliment  to  my  coufin, 
Ihe  carefully  excluded  every  young 
man  or  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Clareville,  (which  abounds  with  the  fa« 
mHies  of  gentlemen  of  fortune,)  who 
were  likely  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  ri- 
val either  her  or  my  brother  in  the  opi- 
Dion  of  th«  other.  There  was,  indeed, 
u  little  danger  of  fueh  an  event  as  could 
welt  be  defired,  for  I  have  already  ob« 
fenred,  that  he  was  more  than  com- 
monly amiable,  and  flie  was  one^of  the 
moft  aceomplifhed  young  women  in  the 
kingdom,  poflcflfed  of  an  excellent  un- 
derftanding,  great  fweetaefs  of  temper, 
and  though  her  pcrfon  could  not  be 
ftiled  beamiful,  it  was  pcrfedtly  agree- 
able and  pleafing. 

During 
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During  the  time  my  brother  fpenti 
abroad,  a  frequent  and  regular  cofref— 
pondence  was  kept  up  between  thfenn.. 
It  was  refolved  that  at  his  return  the 
marriage  fhould  immediately  take  place. 
His  letters  exprcffed  the  moft  ardent^ 
impatience  for  the.  arrival  of  this  wifti- 
ed-for  period ;  and  Lady  J?ine,  though 
remarkable  for  the  delicacy,  and  almoft. 
refervednefs  of  her  general  manners,- 
openly  acknowledged  that  it- would  give* 
her  fincere  pleafure  to  fee  him  again.- 
As  for  my  father,  fo  impatient  was  he 
to  behold  the  completion  of  an  event 
which  he  confidered  not  only  as  a  very' 
great  prefent  honour  and  advantage  toi 
his  family,  but  as  a  ftep  which  muft  cer-- 
tainly  lead  his  fon  to  the  higheft  fitua- 
tions  a  fubjedt  could  enjoy,  that  fearful 
left  any  unforefeen  accident  fhould  friif-^ 
tratCL  his  hopes,  he  refolved  upon  recal- 
ling him  fome  months  fooner  than  had, 

been. 
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been  agreed  upon  when,  he  quitted  the 
kingdom. 

My  brother  readily  obeyed  the  wel- 
come fummons,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
after  it  had  been  received,  arrived  at 
Clareville,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of 
his  parents,  and  the  great  pleafure  of 
the  whole  neighbourhood,  by  whom  he 
was  generally  beloved.r  Every  prepa- 
ration for  his  intended  nuptials  had 
been  made  previous  to  his  return;  an 

\         .elegant  feat  which  my  uncle  refigned  to 

him,  was  fitted  up  in  the  mod  fuperb 

^         ftile,  and  the  grounds  around  it  laid 

^vC  ^        out  with  all  the  beauty  and  variety  of 
which  they  were  capable.     A  houfe  of 

^  my  father'^  in  St.  James's  Square,  had 

likewife  been  prepared  for  their  recep- 
tion, the  writings,  &c.  were  ready  drawn, 
and  nothing  neglected  that  could  faci- 
litate an  event  from  which  fo  much  hap- 
jpincfs  was  expefted. 

I  have 
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I  have  often  thought  that  the  pa£- 
fionate  impatience  with  which  my  father 
had  expeAed  this  union^  the  unwearied 
plains  he  had  taken  to  infure  it,  and  the 
excefllve  pleafure  he  exprefied  upon  its 
taking  place  exaftly  according  to  his 
own  plan^  is  a  mod:  ftriking  inftance, 
among  many  I  have  fince  remarked^ 
which  tends  to  prove,  how  very  ill  the 
wifeft  and  moft  prudent  are  qualified  to 
afcertain,  with  any  tolerable  degree  of 
certainty,  what  will  infure  their  own  fe- 
licity. Often  the  attainment  of  our 
wiihes  in  its  efftAs,  deftroys  the  objeft 
which  they  too  ardently  defired  to  fe- 
cure ;  a  leiTon,  which  were  it  poflible 
for  a  man  ever  to  profit  by.the  expcri- 
encc  of  others,  fliould  teach  us  mode- 
ration in  our  moft  favourite  purfuits, 
^d  fubmiiHon  to  the  will  and  deftina- 
tions  of  that  perfeftly  wife  and  good 
Being,  who  fo  often  renders  difappoint- 
ment  a  blelTing,  and  not  lefs  frequently 

punifhes 
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puni0ies  ouf  folly  in  its  gratificjlcioii. 
The  ktt€r  of  thefe  was  eventually  hi3 
cafe  with  my  father.  For  fo  peffeftly 
fattsfied  was  my  brother  with  the  (itua-> 
tian  in  which  his  marriage  had  phiced 
bimj  fo  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  do^ 
meftic  felicity,  and  the  exertions  of 
private  benevolence,  that  no  efforts  of 
his  father's  could  awaken  in  his  bofom 
a  fingle  fpark  of  ambition,  or  the  ieafl: 
defire  of  diflingui^Qiinghinlfelf. in  pub- 
lic life.  His  wife,  of  whom  he  was 
paflionately  fond,  was  as  much  attached 
to  retirement  and  domeftic  pleafures  as 
hin^felf ;  they  palTcd  almoA:  their  whole 
time  in  the  country,  fcldom  fpending 
nwre  than  three  or  four  months  every 
winter  in  London,  and  at  the  conclufion 
of  that  fiiort  feafon  returning  to  the 
ei^oyments  of  nature  and  reafbn  with 
increafed  cagerneis  and  fatisfaftion. 

It  was  in  varri  that  my' father  rcpre- 
iented  to  bis  fon  the  extreme  fplly,  as 

he 
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he  cftcemed  it,  of  which  he  was  guilty 
in  thus  ncgkfting  the  opportunities  he 
pofTefied  of  rendering  himfelf  of  the 
firft  importance  in  the  ftsjtc,  opportu- 
nities which  the  (Irength  of  his  abilities^ 
and  the  extent  of  his  information,  (b 
well  qualified  him  to  embrace  with 
every  poflible  degree  of  advantage  to 
himfelf,  and  glory  to  his  family;  «iy 
brother  anfwered  that  he  was  pcrfedly 
fatisfied  with  the  family  honours  already 
acquired  by  his  anceftors,  honours, 
which  no  adtioh-of  his  fliould  ever 
tarnifh;  that  he  found  in  the  various 
duties  of  private  life  fufficient  employ- 
ment for  the  abilities  which  nature  had 
endowed  him  with ;  and  as  he  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  his  native  country, 
which  no  man  could  love  more  fincerely 
than  himfelf,  would  at  all  times  produce 
men  equally  and  much  better  fitted  to 
preferve  and  inultiply  her  national 
glories^  he  did  not,  as  a  good  citizen, 

think 
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think  himfelf  obliged  to  relinquifh  the 
happy  plan  of  domeftic  felicity  he  had 
laid  down^  and  was  beginning  to  enjoy ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  that  he  believed 
himfelf  to  be  more  eiFe£tuaUy  ferving 
her  true  intercfts  1^  fetting  an  example 
of  moral  re&itude,  extenlive  benevo* 
lence^andanafHveand  regular  difcharge 
oftdl  the  important  duties  of  private  life. 

Little  as  my  father  could  urge  in  re- 
ply to  arguments  founded  upon  truth 
and  reaibn^  he  was  by  no  means  fatis- 
fied  with  his  fon'^  conduft ;  on  the  con« 
trary,  it  difappointed  all  his  moitfa* 
vourite  hopes,  to  the  fulfilling  of  which 
he  looked  upon  his  marriage  only  as  a 
leading  ftep.  But  his  mortification  was 
greatly  increafed,  or  rather  was  com* 
pletedt  by  his  want  of  childrerf/  a  ch-- 
cciniftance  whidi  fo  flrongly  affeftcd  his 
his  mind)  that  he  loft -all  pleafure  in  the 
poiTefiion  of  thofe  d  igni ties j  for  the  ac- 
qtiifition  of  which  his  youth  had  been 

Vol.  III.  H  fpent 
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fpenc  in  toiU  ^nd  his  n^anhood  in  care 
and  anxiety.  He  fuddenly  threw  up 
his  poft)  quitted  the  court  in  difguft^ 
and  retired  to  Clareville,  declaring  it 
as  his  unalterable  refolution  never  more 
CO  vifit  thofe  fcenes  of  delufionj  falfe 
greatnefsj  and  fancied  enjoynrent.  . 

My  niother  ufed  every  mean$  in  her 
power  to  divert  his  chagrin^  and  render 
his  retirement  cheerful  and  pleafiag : 
but  though  he^lways  peff rved  tpwaiids 
her  the  utmoft  tenderneis  andrefpeft^  a 
gloomy,  unfocial  temper,  of  mind  had 
taken  ablblute  pofTelfion  of  him,  which 
intircly  unfitted  him  for  the  enjoyment 
either  of  folitudeof  domeftic  comforts 
the  fight  of  my  brother,  or  his  Is^dy, 
always  appeared  to^giychina  pain  $  and 
as  neither  my  fifter,  or  myfelf^  could 
tranlinit  hia  namq  to;  pofter^jcy^  iie 
rega,rded  ua  with  the  nu)f(,;£effiE^ 
indiflSarence.  ^      ^, .  ; 

.  Muc^ 
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Much  of  Harriet's  time  was  pafled  at 
the  houfe  of  our  brother,  where  I,  who 
was  feven  years  younger,  was  fonietimes 
permitted  to  accompany  her,  a  privi- 
lege which  the  agreeable  manner  of 
living  there,'(the  chearfulnefs,  elegance^ 
and  focial  freedom  of  which  formed  a 
moft  pleafing  contraft  to  fh€  ftacely 
gloom  which  prevailed  at  Clarevilk)) 
rendered  at  all  times  very  ^^cceptable. 
Among  the>  agreeable  and  well  informed 
people  of  both  fexes  who  vifited  my 
brother,  the  perfon  who  appeared  moft 
particularly  tso  poflels  hb  friendihip  was 
the  late  Sir  Philip  Haftings,  a  cbarafter 
adorned  by  every  quality  that  oMild  dig^* 
nify  a  man^  or  diftinguifh  a  gentleman. 
The  agreeablenefs  of  his  perfon  aifd 
manners  firft  attra^ked  the  approbatioh 
of  my  GSier,  which  a  more  iiitima^ 
knowledge  of  his  virtues  improved  into 
efteem  and  admiration.  Her  admira-  . 
tioa  was  returned,  a  mutual  liking  was 
H  Z  quickly 
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quickly  foftened  and  refined  into  love; 
v^hich  for  fome  time  was  careRiUy  coo- 
cealed  by  both^  even  from  each  otker, 
one  being  aduated  by  motives  of  deli- 
cacy and  refcrve,  the  other  by  prudence 
and  fear.  He  well  knew  the  char  after 
of  the  Earl  of  Clarevillei  and  neither  his 
rank  or  fortune  the  latter  being  very 
fmall^  could  afibrd  him  juft  ground  to 
hope>  that  one  whole  pride  and  ambition 
had  in  every  inftance  been  the  ruling 
motives  of  his  a^^ionSj  would  fo  far  de- 
viate from  thcm>  as  to  beftow  his 
daughter^  the  prefumptive  helrefs  to  a 
large  portion  of  his  vaft  wealth,  upon 
one  to  much  beneath  her  in  both.  In 
defpite  of  the  conftraint  my  fitter  im- 
pofed  upon  herfel^  of  the  care  (he  wk 
to  conceal  the  favourable  thoughts  ihe 
entertained  of  the  Baronet  from  every 
one,  they  were  obferved  by  Lord  Seward, 
who  at  the  fame  time  equally  remarked 
the  more  than  comnwn  attention  paid 

to 
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to  her  by  his  friend*  His  knowledge 
of  Sir  Philip  was  the  moft  intimate^ 
They  had  travelled  together,  and  their 
friendfhipy  which  (imilarity  of  manners 
and  fentiments  had  begun,  was  cemented 
by  virtue  and  true  honour.  There  was 
nothing  my  brother  would  more  have 
wifhed,  than  to  have  feen  Harriet  the 
wife  of  his  friend.  And  the  very  little 
regard  his  father  had  ever  fbown  either 
for  her  or  me,  encouraged  him  to  hope, 
that  if  he  was  acquainted  with  his  excel- 
lent  charader,  and  found  that  the  afiec- 
tions  of  his  daughter  were  abfolutely  en- 
gaged, he  might  be  prevailed  upon  by 
the  intreaties  of  himfelf  and  his  mother, 
whofe  intereft  he  knew  would  cafily  be 
obtained,  to  confent  to  their  marriage. 
In  this  hope  he  qiieltioned  his  friend 
upon  the  difcovery  he  believed  himfelf 
to  have  made,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  in- 
duced him  to  acknowledge  the  whole 
truths  He  declared  that  the  regard  he 
H  3  fclc 
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felt  for  hidy  Harriet^  was  fuch  as  he 
never  had,  or  could  entertain  for  any 
other;  but  confcious  of  the  finall  pre-- 
tenOons  he  had  to  hope  for  the  blefllng 
of  her  hand  with  the  confent  and  ap** 
probation  of  her  family,  be  had  re- 
fojved  never  to  mention  his  unfortunate 
paflion  to  her,  or  any  other,  but  to  en- 
deavour by  abfence,  and  g  proper  ex- 
ertion of  refolution,  to  conquer  an  at- 
tachment, which,  if  preferved,  muft  dc- 
ftroy  his  future  peace.  ' 

My  brother  affured  Sir  Philip  that 
nothing  in  his  power  fliouid  be  omitted 
that  could  in  any  degree  contribute  t<J 
promote  his  happinefs  and  that  of  hi* 
fifter,  by  whom  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
his  merits  had  not  been  wholly  over- 
looked. The  Baronet  was  inraptured 
by  the  fainteft  ray  of  hope ;  he  feized  the 
hand  of  Lord  Seward,  and  in  terms  of 
the  warmelt  gratitude  thanked  him  for 
the  unexpefled^  and  as  he  efteeoKd  itj 

unre« 
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unreturnable  proof  of  friendfliip  he  had 
given  him.  Theif  convcnfation  ended 
Amy  brother's  promifihg,  tjiat  if  he  w;i» 
fo  fortunate  as .  to.  obtain  Hari^ict's  con- 
fcnt,  he  would  immediately  introduce 
him  to  his  father j  and  that  nothing 
ihould  be  left  unatten'>pted  that  might 
afFord  the  fmalleft  hope  of  obtaining 
his  approbation. 

An   acknowledgment  of  my  fifter'S' 

Regard  for  thii  Baronet  was  not  difficult 

•  to  obtain.   Encouraged  by  the  difcovcry 

ef  her  brother's  fentimenes^  Ihe  eafily^ 

prevailed  upon  herfclf  to  declare   her 

own,  and  it  was  refolved  upon  that  an 

early  opportunity  fhould  •  be  cmbraccd> 

to  re^ueft  rtiy  mother's  confent  to  the 

propofed  marriage,  and  her  intercft  with. 

my  father  i  for  upon  the  great  influence 

Ihe   enjoyed    with   him,    and   the  ft  ill 

greater  which  her  fon  poffeffed  over  her>. 

thc^hole  hopes  of  the  lovers  depended. 

H  4  la 
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In  this  ftate  were  my  filler's  expec- 
tations when  an  exprefs  arrived  from 
Clareville  with  an  account  of  the  fud- 
death  of  mf  mother^  an  event  which 
filled  us  all  with  inexpreffible  forrow^ 
and  for  the  prefent  banilhed  even  from 
the  mind  of  my  fitter  every  thought  but 
of  her  lofs.  She  fet  out  immediately,  ac- 
companied by  my  brother,  his  lady^ 
and  myfelft  for  the  feat  of  mournings 
where  upon  our  arrival  we  found  my 
father  in  a  ftate  nearly  bordering  upon 
diftradlion^  nor  for  feveral  days  after 
the  funeral  of  our  beloved  parent  were 
I  we  in  a  proper  condition  to  offer  com^ 

!  fort,  or  he  to  rjeceive  it.     Our  lofs  v?as 

I  indeed  very  great,  for  (he  was  the  ten- 

\  dcrcft  of  mothers,  and  by  the  kind  in- 

j  dulgence    with  which  fhe  treated   us, 

'  compenfated  for  the  want  of  it  in  our 

! '  father ;  and  we  fe^fed,  and  indeed  had 

I  every  caufe  to  feaV,    that  the  want  pf 

her  proteftion  would  make  a  very  un- 
'  pleafing 
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pleafing  chahge  in  our  fituacio^.  Buii 
the  perfon  who  had  moft  caufe  to  be 
apprehenfive  of  tbil  w»  poor  Harriet^ 
whofe  attachment  to  her  lover  was  fa 
greatly  ftrengthened  fince  the  know* 
ledge  of  her  brother's  fentiments  had 
afforded  her  room  tQ>  hope  th^t  it  might 
poflibly  be  permitted  by  parental  autho- 
rity, that  Ihe  could  no  more  endure  the 
thought  of  wiriidrawing  her  afieftions 
from,  than  Ihe  could  now  hope  for  hei^ 
father's  confeot  to.  heftaw  them  upoo^ 
hinu 

Our  family  had  never  been  accuf^ 
tomed  to  live  in  habits  of  intinntacy  with 
thofe  that  redded  near  it,  thou^.nvaofy 
of  them,  were  of  fortune  and  qonfe* 
quence :  the  exceilive  pride  of  my  fa^ 
ther  had  rendered  it  inipollible  for  hhn 
to  mix  agreeably  with  any  who  yi^ere  ai: 
all  his  inferiors^  in  what  he  crfteemed  of 
fb  much  importance,  rank.  Nor  were 
the  independem  an4  ,fenfiblc;by  2^ 
...  H  5        f         means. 
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means/  fond  of  cxpofihg  chemfelves  to 
his  contemptuous  negled  or  fuperci- 
lious  civiKty.  The  amiable  politenefs 
of  my  mother's  manners  was  the  only 
charm  v^hich  could,  at  any  time,  in- 
duce p^rfons  of  this  defcription  to  vific 
Clarevillcj  and  as  the  Earl  had  too 
much  underftanding  to  be  pleafed  with 
to^mon  flattery,  our  houic  was  feldom 
croud«d  with  guefts.  It  was,  indeed^ 
ii  fa^drite  maxim  wit-h  him,  which> 
ilrheh  my  fitter  or  I  have  exprcffed  a 
wiih  to  mix  rather  more  with  fome 
young  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  he 
would  often  repeat  for. our inftruftioo, 
that  foUtude  was  always  preferable  to 
unequal  fociety.  This  flratcly  ibiitude 
we  had  lAdced  now  the  full  enjoyment 
Bf.  Thofe  wTio  were  not  permitted  to 
ifca^e  his  pleaRircs,  prcfled  not  to  partake 
of  or  confoRf  his  forro^s ;  fo  that  ex^ 
cept  occafional  viBts  from  peribns  of 
'liiftinftidn,  wc  rarely  ftw  Or  x^Dnyerfed 
'     •-  1  with 
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wltb  ^ny  creature  except  my  brother 
and  his  lady^  who,  out  of  mere  com- 
paffion^  feldom  fuffered  a  week  to  pafs* 
without  pending  at  leaft  one  day  witiir 
us.  We  were  now  become  necefiary  to 
my  father^  not  as  objefts  of  aff^dion^ 
but  as  human  creatures^  with^  whom  be 
did  not  think  it  beneath  his  dignity  ta 
convcrfe*  Having  no  longer  my  mo- 
ther to  fupport  his  iptritSj  it  became 
i^w  conftant  care  to  amufe  him :  our 
^nd^aypurs  >vere  indeed  often  uofuc* 
.cefsfuli  bu^^be  found  it  more  agreeablp- 
to  have  us  with  him  than  to  be  albne» 
and  therefore,  as  he  did  not  ^ftecm  our 
health  or  indiin;&^ons  of  the  lead  cpnfc- 
tqui^cc,  it  was  .his  declared  pleafurc 
thutrW'e  never  (hould  leave  his  apart- 
ment  together,  nor  was  one  pf  us  per- 
mitted to  be  abfenc  for  more  than  half 
an  hour  at  a  tirne^  fo  that  we  were  de*^ 
privisd  of  the  ttnly  enjpypKnt  we  iiad 
.     .  .      H  H  iM>pcd 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


156      HENRY   AND   ISABELLil^ 

hoped  for,    that  of  fometimes  ^ifittng 
Lord  Seward. 

To  this  unpleafant  confinement  I 
fubmitted  with  patience,  but  to  my 
iifter  it  was  quite  intolerable.  A  great 
part  of  her  nights,  and  almtbft  every 
moment  that  fhe  was  abfent  frorti  my 
father's  apartments,  was  fpent  in  tear&. 
She  had  few  opportunities  of  comf^ain- 
ing  to  my  brother,  but  her  pale  check 
and  languid  eyes  too  expreflively  de- 
clared the  ilate  of  her  mind,  at  once 
deprefled  by  a  fcnfe  6f  the  evils  (he  fuf- 
fercd,  and  the  happinefs  (he  believed 
hcrfelf  to  have  loft.  We  had  fpent 
more  than  two  months  in  this  fituation, 
which  was  every  day  rendered  mott 
irkfome,  by  the  increafing  gioom  and 
fournefs  of  my  father's  temper,  and 
were  fitting  in  his  drefling-room  during 
one  of  his  frequent  fits  of  filence,  which 
would  often  laft  for  feveral  hours  togo- 
thcrj"  when  his  valet  announced  my 

brother. 
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brother.  My  fitter  and  I  arbfe,  with 
our  ufual  alacrity,  to  receive  him,  for 
bis  vifits  were  our  only  pleafure;  when; 
judge  of  our  furprife  and  her  joy,  when 
we  beheld  him  enter  followed  by  Sir 
Philip  Hslftings.  He  apologized  to  my 
father  for  the  liberty  He  had  taken  in 
introducing  his  friend,  Ivho,  he  faid, 
be  had  met  in  bis  w4yto  Clareville, 
and  could  not,  without  a  breach  of 
common  politenefs,  av6id  reqilefting 
that  he  would  accompany  him.  My 
father  received  the  Baroner,  who  he  had 
often  fcen,  with  a  rcfcrved  kind  of  half- 
civility,  during  the  firft  part  of  the  day, 
addrefling  his  whole  converiktioh  to  his 
fon,  and  feldom  honouring  Hinfi  even 
with  a  look.  Such  treatmei^t  would^ 
in  other  circumftances,  quickly  have 
put  an  end  to  his  vifit^  for  he  was  a^ 
manoffpirit,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
fmallnefs  of  hislbrtnQk>  had  ever  pre. 
ferved  the  nioft  ^  perit ft  indepe0de|ice» 
^  But 
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But  he  had  his  own  reafoos  for  beariag; 
it  upon  the  prefent  occafion;  without 
the  leaft  appearance  of  refefitmcnt^  and 
even  courting  every  poQible  opportM*- 
nity  of  gaining  the  fmalleft  degree  of 
his  attention.  By  degrees^  my  father 
beglOn'to  grow  lefs  reftitved^  and  befere 
jche  concluiion  of  the  evenings  the  gpe4 
|enfe>  refpeft^  and  eafy  poUc^efa  of  Sir 
Philip's  behayiour  and  addre&^  (b  far 
won  upon  the  little  reniains  :of  (ecial 
kindnefs  his  temper  retained,  that  he 
not  only  entered  into  coAveffacion  Urtth 
him  in  a  manner  tolerably  chearful, 
but»  upon  his  rifing  to  take  leave^  ith- 
Tited  him  to  rqieat  hisi  vi6t,  iaying,  he 
ihottld  be  glad  to  fee  hiin  ;as' often  a$ 
.trbuhl  fuit  his  convenience  and  kdtnai^ 
tion.  A  condefcenfion  which  theBa.- 
.ronet  appeared  fo  receive  .with  the  moft 
q^teful  finfihilieT^ ..  asd  <e£  which»*  he 
4rfrured  the  £arl>  he  ihouldiftiBe  every 
.cf^iortomf^tordvaHhiittfttf^/:  .... 

During 
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During  the  whole  day.  Sir  Philip  had  ^ 
neither  found,  or  appart^ntly  fought,  an 
0{^rtunity  of  privately  addrefling  my 
fifter.     He  had  taken  nd  other  notice 
of  her  than  fuch  as  politenefs  demanded. 
A  few  exprelBve  looks  were  all  that  dif- 
finguiflied  the  lover.    His  appearance 
was,    notwithftanding,    matter  of  ex-^ 
treme  plcafure  to  her,  and  the  diftinc- 
tion  with  which .  my  father  had  favored 
him.  Battered  her  with  the  moft  agree- 
able hopes.    Thefe  hopes  were  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  increafiog  friendihip  he 
exprefi^d  for  him,  every  viiit  he  paid 
him  appearing  t^  heighten  his  efteem, 
and  the  pleafure  he  fett  in  his  ibciety. 
His  invitations  became  more  preffing^ 
and  the  Baronet  was  feldom  more  than 
three  or  four  fuecefiive  days  abfent  from 
Clareville.     In  the  courfe  of  thcfe  con- 
ftant  vifits  he  frcquentlyfound  oppor- 
tunities^ for  holding  fhort  converfattons 
with  Harriet,  u^obfervcd  hy  rtiy  farficr^ 

they 
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they  likewifc  often  wrote  to  each  other; 
all  their  farmer  hopes  were  revived  ', 
and  it  was  agreed  that  noy  brother 
Ibouldj  at  his  next  vifit»  propofe  the 
marriage* 

The  Baronet  had  juft  left  us,  after 
having  concerted  with  my  (iflrer  the 
plaii  they  thought  would  be  moft  likely 
to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  thdr  hopes  ;„  we 
were  agreeably  entectaintng;  ourfelves,. 
Jhe  with  the  profpedb  of  recovered  free- 
dom and  happinefs,  ajid  I  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  a  little  temporary,  relief 
from  confinement,,  during  the  gaieties 
of  her  wedding,  my  father  being  lain 
down  to  fleep,  when  we  heard  an  equir 
page  flop  at  the  door,  and  in  a  few  mi* 
nutes  a  fervant  announced  the  EarL  of 
Belfor<],  and  his  fon,  Lord  Eaiure« 
Th^  Earl  was  an  old  and  intimate  friend 
of  my  father's,  but  his  fon  he  had  never 
feen  fmce  he  was  a  mere  boy,  he  haying 
i^een  wholly  educated  abroad.    .They 

were 
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were  received  with  the  greateft  cordi* 
ality,  and,  nocwithllanding  that  the 
latter  was  one  of  the  mod  trifling  and 
finifhed  coxcombs  I  ever  beheld,  my 
father  treated  him  with  even  diftin- 
guifhed  attention,  introducing  him  to 
my  filler  and  me,  as  a  perfon  to  whona 
it  was  his  wifh  that  we  fliould  pay  every 
poffible  civility. 

The  young  gentleman  was  not  only, 
very  plain  in  his  peribn,  weak  ia  his 
underftandings  and  affefted  in  his 
manners^  but  a  great  pretender  to  wit 
and  hurhour^  though  nature  had  abfo* 
lutely  denied  him  the  fmalleft  portion 
of  either.  We  were  at  firft  diverted 
with  hijs  folly,  and  in  a  fituation  fb  uni* 
formly  dull  as  ours,  any  thing  that 
could  divert  was  acceptable.  It  was 
his  prafticCj  while  our  fathers  were 
converfing  together  in  a  different  room, 
or  a  diftant  part  of  chat  in  which  we 
were  featedj  to  eatertain  u^with  long 

account^ 
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accounts  of  his  adventures  •  abroad 
Himfelf,  and  fome  lady  of  great  beamy 
and  confcquence,  were  gCTierally  the 
hero  and  heroine  of  his  talcs,  and  w 
were  ufually  given  to  underftand,  that 
he  was  extremely  admired  by  the  fe- 
male  world,  and  had  atchtcved  many 
conqueftSj  which  would  have  done  ho- 
nour to  the  moft  accomplifii^d  follower 
of  the  Chcfterfieldian'  fyftem.  Indeed, 
had  all  the  fe(9:s  of  which  lit  Wfes^  pleafed 
to  inform  us  been  autheni:r<!ry  he  would 
Well  have  m'erioed  the  levereft  punifli- 
ttitnt  the  lawis  of  ofFended  -jlifttce  and 
humanity  could  have  had  power  f^ 
Inflidtj  but,  as  we  did  not  ajf)prehend 
that  it  was  quite  fo  ealy  to  feduce  the 
^eflions  of  a  virtuous  married  woman, 
deceive  the  vigilance  of  a  careful  father, 
or  fcale  the  walls  of  a  convent,  as  he 
reprefented,  we  gave-hhn  credit  for  the 
inventions  of  at  leaft  one  half  of  the 
villainies  ofwhichhepreteirded  to  have 

been 


Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 


HENRY    AND    ISABELLA.         l6j 

been  guilty,  and  believed  that  his  want 
of  abilities  and  addrefs  had   prevented 
their  extending  much  beyond  inclina- 
tion  and    unfuccefsful   attempt.      But 
this  belief  dirf  not  leffcn  our  deteftation 
of  his  principles,  or  the  extreme  difguft 
and  wearinefs  we  began  to  feel  in  the 
conitant  repetitions  of  thefe  accounts, 
which  at  once  raifed  our  contempt  for 
his  underftanding,    and  hatred  of  his 
difpolition.    The  obedience  we  paid  to 
the  diredions  of  our  father,  in  treating 
him  with  perfcft  civility,  began  to  ^ow 
very  diiBcultj  for  v^e  could  fcarce  re- 
ftrain  ourfelves  from  (howing  him  how 
entirety  he  was  the  objedt  of  our  dis- 
dain i  when  we  were  fuddcnly  plunged 
into  the  utmoft  confternation  and  dif- 
trefe,  by  his  inforniing  my  fifter,  that 
he  had  her  father's  permiffion  to  addrefe 
her  as  a  lover,    and  at  the  fame  tkne 
adding,*  that  as  he  found  it  was  the  par- 
ocular  wijDb  of  both  famtHe»  that  an 

UQioa 
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union  (hould  take  place  between  thenrTj 
and  knowing  that  no  man  could  efcape 
his  deftiny,  provided  (he  felt  no  reluc* 
tance^  he  had  rcfolvcd  to  oblige  them. 
This  declaration  was  followed  by  an 
audience  with  my  father^  in  which  he 
informed  her,  that  Lord  Eafure  was 
by  him  refolved  upon  for  her  hulfcand, 
and  that  he  expcdled  her  to  receive  him 
as  fuch>  with  all  the  chearfulnefs  and 
encouraging  politenefs  which  her  happy 
profpe£ts»  and  his  merits  demanded.  It 
was  in  vain  that  poor  Harriet  fell  at  his 
feet,  that  fhe  declared  the  moft  fettled 
diQike  to  Lord*  Eafure,  and  intreated 
him  not  to  render  her  the  moft  unhappy 
of  human  creatures,  by  uniting  her  to 
on<i  who  was  fo  abfolutely  the  objed  of 
her  averfion.  He  treated  her  reluctance 
as  the  effedl  of  weaknefs  and  folly,  and 
her  daring  to  acknowledge  it  as  a  breach 
of  the  duty  and  obedience  (he  was  by 
the  gnaltenthle  laws  of  nature  bound 
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to  pay  him.  In  fhort^  with  much  con- 
tempt and  rage  he  told  her^  that  he  did 
not  fend  for  her  to  confult  her  inclina- 
tions, but  to  notify  his  own  i  and  dif« 
mifled  her  with  a  command  immedi- 
ately to  prepare  for  her  marriage,  which 
he  was  deternined  fhould  take  place  in 
a  fcwxdays. 

The  evening  after  this  dreadful  order 
had  been  received,  my  fitter,  with  the 
pcrmiflion  of  her  father,  pafled  in  her 
own  apartment^  a  fealbn  which  ht 
ttiought  proper  to  aflFord  her  for  the  re- 
covery of  her  Ipirits,  or  as  he  exprefled 
itj  to  refled  upon  her  own  folly  and 
bring  her  mind  into  a  proper  ftate  of 
fubmiffion  to  the  commands  of  her 
father,  which  he  told  her  it  was  both 
her  intereft  and  duty  to  confider  as  the 
voice  of  heaven.  I  was  not  allowed  to 
acconipany  her,  but  ordered,  when  I 
quitted  the  eating  rooo),  not  to  be  ab» 
'  ient  more  than  an  hour. 

The 
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Thfi  habitual  fear  I  felt  of  my  fatHerj 
was  too  ftrong  to  admit  of  my  daring 
to  difobey  him  in  the  fmalleft  article ;  I 
had  therefor^  little  time  to  foothe  the 
nmind  of  poor  Harriet,  who,  indeed,  ap- 
peared tpo  much  dillurbed  and  afflitSted 
to  receive  confolacion  from  any  thing  I 
could  offer.    She  was  drowned  in  tears, 
and  repeatedly  declared   that  nothing 
fiiould  force  her  to  violate  her  own  lenfe 
pf  honour;  that  fhc  would  rather  die 
jhaa  become  the  wife  .of  Lord  Eafure. 
I  felt  t^e  ^catcft  unwillingncfs  to  leave 
tier  in  (b  much  didrefs ;  but  the  orders 
i>(  my  father  were  not  to  be  difputed. 
Vpon  entertng  the  drawing  room    I 
found  »him  already  there,  together  with 
<he  Earl  and  his  fiuu    The  latter  rifing 
^pon  my  entraoce,  and  approaching  me 
(with  a  fmilcof  felf-fatisfied  importance, 
Wicll  my  dear  Lady  Frances,  (ftid  he,) 
win  you  pardpn  me  for  the  preference 
1  have  given  your  fitter  ?  Though^  con- 
tinued 
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tinucd  he, .  (l©aref ing  his  ^piccj  you 
knaw  matrimonial  choige  does  not  al- 
ways imply  preference.      I    was   too 
much-hurt  and  difgufted  toanfwer  him» 
nor  during  ;th€  qight-eauld  I  prevail 
upon,npy^  (;ojexert  the  fipalleft  degree 
of  ghearfplacft/    Upan  retiring  to  my 
chambei*  I  called  at  that  of  my  lifter; 
I  found  her  more  cqix^ofed.    She  was 
fealing  a  l^tt^Cv  which  rapptarcd  to  be 
of  cDnfider^blp  leogth^    As  foon  as  it 
was  iiQifliedj    (hfi'  tyrned .  Xo  ,  roe,  and 
takiqg  xny  *  hiindj    My  dear  Frances^ 
(f^id  Ihe,)  I  pbferve  with  pleafure  th^ 
affefitiofl^tq  lhaf€|  you  takie.in  my  fufFer- 
ings.jvbi|ti  ji^  iWt,  my:love>;  let  .th^tn  to0 
deeply  afFcdt.^pu.  .  I  have  refolv-ed  in 
wbat.Qlann^r  tp  a£i:»  if  I  call  efcape  the 
misfortune  that  threatens  me,  1  cer- 
WAly  wili  ;  /  if  rtQt,  I  niuflt.  fobmit  to  it 
in  the  btft  oaanrier  I  caij^     AH  the 
a(Hftance.I;iia/<^e  to  rcqudfl  fromi  you^ 
isj  that  the  next  ti|xtfi  my.htodier  or 

Sir 
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Sir  Philip  Haftings  vifit  iw,  which  I 
have  reafon  to  believe  will  be  to-mor* 
row,  that  you  will  take  an  opportunity 
of  giving  this  letter  to  one  of  themi  to 
whichj  is  a  matter  of  perfeft  indiftr- 
ence.  The  reludance  I  have  acknow- 
ledged to  the  propofcd  marriage  with 
Lord  Eafure,  will  probably  induce  my 
father  to  watch  me  more  narrowly  than 
common  $  but  you  will  enjoy  y^ur  uftial 
degree  of  liberty,  and  may  cafily  oblige 
me.  I  readily  promifed  to  do  every 
thing  ihe  defired,  andj  indeed,  fo  en- 
tirely did  I  love  her,  and  fo  deeply  was 
I  interefted  in  her  happinefs^  that  there 
were  few  things  Iwould  not  have  at- 
tempted to  do  her  fcrvice. 

The  following  day,  my  brother  and 
Sir  Philip  arrived,  according  to  my 
fitter's  expedtation.  They  were  in  dieif 
ufual  fpirits,  not  having  heard  any  thing 
of  what  had  pafled.  A  few  minutes 
after  their  ei\trance,  my  father  requefted 

that 
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that  my  brother  would  accompany  him 
into  the  library,  he  inftancly  obeyed, 
cafting,  as  he  quitted  the  room,  an  tx^ 
preffive  look  upon  his  friend,  which  was 
returned  by  one  of  mingled  pleafure 
and  apprehenfion  \  from  which  I  con« 
jedured  that  it  was  agreed  upon  be- 
tween them,    th^t  the   former  Ihouid 
this  morning  make  the  intended  pro- 
pofal  to  his  father.    As  Lord  Belford 
and  his  fbn  were  with  us  in  the  room, 
I  had  n6  immediate  opportunity  of  de- 
livering my  letter :  at  length  I  found 
one,  while  their  eyes  were  em|)loyed  in 
viewing  a  picture  done  by  Opie,  which 
had  that  morning  been  put  up.    He  had 
fcarce  received  it,  when  a  fervant  ^n* 
tered,  requefting  that  the  Baronet  would 
walk  into  the  library.  ,1  obferved  his 
colour  heighten,  as  he  prepared  to  obey 
thefummon,  while  that  of  poor  Harriet 
intirely  forfook  her   cheeks,   and  (he 
with  difficulty  preferved  herfelf  from 
VOL  III.  I  fainting* 
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faititiag.    In  kfs  tbaii  4  qiwttr  <^f  an 
hour  my  father  entered :  his  features 
vece  d'lkotopofydy  and  his  whole  oow* 
tenance  exprefiWe  of  anger,  contempt 
and  fevericy.    He  ftrove  10  oonaeal  his 
feeiings,   and  addreA  hi$  guefts  ¥rith 
coinplacencyi  but,  tboi^h  he  va$  by 
40  mean$  de^oienr  in  cq^rt^y  diflimuk- 
tioQi  it  was  with  e^ctreipe  difficulty  that 
lie  preferved  a  tolerable  appearance  of 
cafe  I  and  the  frequent  looks  of  fcDra 
and  difpl^afure  which  he  darted  at  gd/ 
fifier/  but  coo  plainly  difcovered,  that^ 
however  policenefe,  and  a  regard  for  the 
connpany  pr^fent,    rcftrained    him  in 
words  and  anions,  his  mi^d  was  fwayed 
by  the  mpft  violent  palfions,  and  tbac 
&e  .^fas  thf:  oi^jed  of  his  extrenie  anger 
and  contempt,  if  not  of  hrs  averfion« 
Hia  entrance  was  foon  followed  jby  that 
of  my  brother;  but  he  entered  alone, 
i^ni^ccqmpanfed  by  his  friend.    Difap- 
pointment  and  vexation  were  depicted 

upon 


Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


.NBH&T  AlffD   tSAl:SJLl«A.        I71 

upoa  his  brow.  He  ofMti  gased  upOA 
jiamet  wieh  tender  coAcern,.  trea^4 
Ijord  Bellbrd  and  his  fon  with  ^extmme 
jcoidnefs,  fppLe  very  licde  during  die 
remainder  of  Im  vific,  and  tetfk  loare 
•early  in  the  evening. 

He  had  no  jboner  left  «9,  ithan  mf 
*fdther,  apologiEing  to  his  friends  for  4 
(tempopary  abfence,  in  a  ftcrn  and  com* 
'lYianding  ypice,  ordered  Pny  fifter  ^nd 
me  to  follow  him  to  bis  dre(fing*^room. 
Thither  did  we  attend  him,  like  two 
culprttS)  who  were  about  to  receive  fen- 
•ttside  from 'the  fevereft  judge,  -arid  for 
the  worft  of  crimes.     Upon  entering, 
he  feated  himfelf,  and  ordering  us  to 
-ftand  before  him,^  itiforrtwd  ttiy  fitter  of 
the  propo&l  her  brother  had  made  liim, 
of  a  nf«rriage*between  her-  and  Sir  Phi- 
lip Haftings.    I  need  aot  tell  you  (con- 
tiniaed  he)  in  what  mwiner  it  was  re* 
-  ceived.-  I  dan^Rot  ^itppels*  my  contempt 
foryc^w  folly. and  inibfenGc  in  -confcm- 
I  2  ing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


172        HENRy    AND    ISABELtA. 

ing  to  ity  or  his  meatinefs  in  making  iu 
I  ifaall  no  more  defcend  to  mention  an 
affair  by  which  my  family  has  been  af- 
frontedj  and  which^had  they  the  fmalleft 
remains  of  coofcious  dignity  left,  they 
would  treat  with  refentment  and  dif- 
dftin.  I  did  not  direA  you  to  attend 
me  here,  in  order  to  corifult  either  your 
t^inions  or  inclinations,  both  of  which 
I  perceive  are  in  direft  oppofition  to 
your  honour  and  intereft,  but  to  inform 
you,  that  I  halve  fixed  upon  the  day 
after  to-morrow  for  that  of  yourrfnar- 
riage  with  Lord  Eafure,  which  I  am 
determined  fhall  then  take  place.  Your 
brother's  want  of  children  obliges  me  to 
feek,  in  another  line,  for  the  continua* 
,  tion  of  my  family  :  that  of  Villars  is 
one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  honourable 
in  the  kingdom,  and  Lord  Eafure  will, 
at  the  death  of  his  father,  poflefs  one 
of  the  largeft  eftates  in  the  ifland.  I 
am  therefore  refolved  to  fettle  my  whole 

fortune 
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«;  upon  your  (Qcond  fon>  and  to 
1  my  intereft  with  my  fovereign 

aich  I  flatter  myfelf  is  not  inconfi* 
derable)  co  infure  my  title  to  him>  after 
th^  deceafe  of  your  brothfsr.  Thus  you 
perceive  (cpntinwd'  he,  with  a  voice 
fpmcwhat  more  exprefllye  of  kindnefs) 
the  glorious  profpe&s  before  you  :  go 
and  prepare  yourfelf  for  the  proper  re- 
^ptipn  of  them.  Do  not  anfwcr  me ! 
(continued  he,,  feeing  her  about  tp 
fpcak).  No  power  on  earth  ihall  alter 
my  deterininatton  1  It  is  to  no  purpofe 
that  yau  talk,  to  me  of  love  and  hatreds 
living  ar^d  .dyings  with  all  the  reft  of 
that  qopiimi^n  pretence  by  which  the 
refections  of  fo  nrutny  weak  fathers  are 
ihaken^  Miferable  or  happy,  dead  or 
ajiire,  yo^i^  0iaU  be  the  ^ife  of  Lord 
Efifure  1 

He  ihen  turned  Co  mc,  who  ftood 

tcernbling  by  the  fide  of  my  half-faiftt- 

ing  Harrie^.and  addedl^   It  was  my 

I  3  pleafure 
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pileafure  that  you,  Prancds^  ftoold  1h^ 
j>refenc  upoft  this  ckreafioiij  that  ybfi 
might  have  the  opportunity  of-pmfieing 
by  the  example  of  your  fifter,  aild  of 
karn^g,  from  what  hatfi  now  p&^ed» 
that  tht  conmiands^  of  a  Cither  are  AM 
to  be  dirpoted.  So  iayii^  he  waved 
his  hand  in  token  of  our  difmiflionj 
and  with  fome  difficulty  we  c|iiitt^  h\* 
prefenee,  pcior  Harriet  being  fcarce 
able  to  walk,  and  I  in  (ito  very  propei' 
l:ondicion  tofupporther.    ^ 

The  iM>ment  we  r«iGb«d  arty  fiftkrt 
dreffirtg-room,  we  t^atig  Bv^tkWts,-  'SA 
By  mutual  confenr^  up'bh  a  fofa^  afnl 
f&fi  ft>me  tiWk  ^e  w^y^to  the  inoft 
VFo]€nc  pkSlk0ti  of  t&^m  i  ':fit^  i^eedi 
vered  th^  poWeP  ^(  fpeaking,  imd,  in 
the  beft^niaiNief  I  wfts  able,  eridrtve^ttred 
to  comfort  my  fifters  but  Ihe  vk$^mtt 
incouMWe^  de0Kai4^g^  -  thff  lhe*Was 
th6  moft  «iAfert45nftt«'<3f'hiMiiaA  beings^i 
thdt  theh^eeWllH  whft^  nny  ifatbef  had 
K.  '  refolved 
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tthhred  to  €oitiplete  hef  ruin,  rctidcrcd 
k  kx^poflibte  &>p  her  to  concert  any 
menhrcs  for  avoiding  it;  and  that  flic 
had  now  no  profpedt^  but  that  of  falling 
a  facrifice  to  his^  unfeeling^  annbitioa. 
I  coold  onljr  weet>,  and  beg  her  to  be 
cort)f<M*ted  j  for,  alas !  I  had  no  conf^* 
lation  to  oSkr  her,  nt>t  b^ing  able  to 
conceive  anjr  me^s  by  which  (he  could 
hope  to  fcrfiien  my  father^  or  efcApe  the 
effcds  of  his  tyranny.  Our  tears  were 
ftill  flowing,  when  we  vt^cre^fummoned 
to  attefid  fupper>  My. lifter  did  not 
ftrive  to  conceal  her  uneafinefs.  During 
the  time  of  fupper,  her  handkerchitf 
was  (carcc  ever  from  her  eyes^  and  the 
plate  which  was  placed  before  her  was 
removed  untouched.  A  few  momems 
after  the  cloth  was  removed,  and  tHe 
attendants  retired,  my  father  and  Lord 
Bttfbrd  arofe,  as  by  agreement,  and 
quitted  the  rooni^  the  former  ordering 
nief  fifter  and  me  not  to  kav^  it  till  his 
I  4  return. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


176       HENRY   ANP    ISABTLLA. 

return.  They  were  do  iboner  gone, 
than  Lord  Eafurc,  walking  with  a  carc- 
Icfs  air  up  to  Harriet,  feated  himfelf  by 
her  fide,  and  attempting  to  take  one  of 
.her  hands,  which  Ihc  fcornfuHy  with- 
drew. Well,  my  dear  lady,  (faid  he,) 
you  find  what  xhc  old  people  have  re- 
rfolved  upon.  I  prefumc  Lord  Clare- 
ville  has  informed  you,  that  the  day 
after  to-morrow  is  fixed  for  the  com- 
mencement of  my  happinefs.  I  can- 
not fuppofe  ^replied  my  fitter)  that 
jour  Lordihip  can  pofilbly  expeft  to 
derWc  happinefs  from  a  marriage  en- 
tirely devoid  of  affedion,  or  that  you 
can  ever  ferioufly  think  of  pafling  your 
life  with  a  woman,  who,  fo  far  from 
being  able  to  return  the  preference  with 
^hich  you  honour  her,  will  cpftfidcr 
the  neceflity  which  compels  her  to  unite 
herfelf  to  .you,  as. the  fevcreft  misfor- 
tune of  her  life.  I  truft  (anlwcrcd 
Lord  Eafure)  that  thefe  fcntiments  wili 

quickly 
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quicBjr^qfaange^  and  that  I  fhall,  in  a 

Ihort  timei  be  favoured  with  as  full  a 

poffciSon  qf  my  dear  Lady  Harriet's 

hearty  as  I  fhall  ever  prefume  to  defire. 

Never !  n^ver !  fir,  (exclaimed  my  fitter 

wannly,)  never  can  niy  heart,  which  I 

acknowledge  to  be  devoted  to  another, 

admit  a  fecond  objeA  of  choice.     If 

you  can  be  ungenerous  enough  to  re- 

folve  upon  making  me  completely  un* 

happy,    by  taking  advantage  of   my 

father's  cruelty  and  power,  never  muft 

you  expeft  to  gain  the  fmalleft  degree 

of  my  efteem  or  affedrion.    I  am  forry 

(replied  his  lord(hip)  that  the  propofal 

h^pens  to  be  difagreeable  to  you,  be^ 

caufe  I  really  know  no  means  by  which 

it  can  be  avoided.      How !    (replied 

Harriet,)  is  it  not  in  your  power  to  re- 

jc6t  it  ?  Surely,  knowing  my  femiments, 

you  cannot  want  inducen^nts  to  do  fo» 

Can  you  think,  with  patience,  of  mar*^ 

rying  a  woman  who  cannot  love  you— 

I  s  wha 
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who  lAVeft  another  ?    I  .am  ifcally  Bir^ 

prilM  (iinfVirered  his  lordflii|>)  to  receive 

(iich  feitdrafeiitt  fratn  a  ladj  of  your 

tAiik  in  life^^-fenciment&which  Ifboiild 

rather  have  expefled  to  hear  from  the 

rt>maiitic  daughter  of  a  coimtrjf  parfeo* 

You  mull  excufe  iyie>.  my  dsarmadam, 

if  I  cannot  help  fmlHng»  to  jiear  you 

talk  with  fo  much  earneftnefs  about 

love»  eftee m»  and  I    know  not  how. 

mai^y  fancied  ncceifariesi  Jn  a  matrix' 

monial  engagement.     Do:  you  really 

think  them  fo  very  indifpenftbk  ?    In^ 

deed  I  do>  (replied  Harxia,)  nor  do  I 

know  any  thing  that  Oan  co(npeniatfc  for 

the  lofa  of  them.    I  am  foiry  (replied 

ht)  that  we  differ  fo.much  ih  our  bpi^ 

ilions.    I  am  ib  far  from  thinking  them 

neccflar7>   thai:  I  rather  efteem  theib 

troublefome  and  inconvepitot^  and  the 

great  deflroyers  of  peace  and  politene& 

in  the  married  ftate^     Then,  (aafwered 

Harriet,)  fince  you  are  not  induced  to 

fcek 
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feek  my  hand  from  motives  of  iodi&at 
tion,  I  truft  you  will  grant  that  to  my 
intreaties^  which  you  rcfufe  to  the:  cart 
of  ypur  own  honour.     Let  mc  appeal 
to  your  generofity,  to  your  politencfr. 
By  every  thing  you  cfteem  cftimablc  hsi 
many  lee  me  conjure  you  to  decline  thb 
purpofed  marriage  !  Yoor  fi>  doing  will 
eternally  oblige  me*— will  cti title  you  to 
my  warmeft,  my  moft  lafting  gratitude. 
it  really  gives  mc  extreme  pain  (an>- 
iwered  hh  lordfliip)  to  be  under,  the 
necefficy  of  rcfufing  any  thing,  to  fi> 
amiable  a  lady.    Were  1  only  to  confult 
my  own    inclinations^    I  would  mo|t 
chearfuUy  obey  you  ;  but  in  the  prcfcnt 
inftance,  I  am  forry  to  add,  that  I  am  not 
my  own  matter.    Not  your  own  maftei  I 
(exclaimed  my  fiftcr.)   What  do  you 
mean  i    It  has  long  been  an.  agreement 
between  Lord  Bvlford  and  me,(anfwered 
•  Lord  Eafure,)  that,  provided  he  per- 
mitted nac  to  follow  my  own  plans  in 
I  6  the 
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the  affairs  of  loye,  he  ihould  entirely 
govern  thofe  of  matrimony.  It  has 
been  his  pleafure  to  point  you  out  as 
the  perfon  he  wifties  me  to  marry  ;  and 
my  honour  is  engaged  to  fulfil  my  part 
of  the  treaty,  as  I  can  with  truth  aver, 
he  has  never  in  the  fmalleil  degree  in- 
:fringed  his. 

Harriet  was  about  to  have  replied, 
when  the  entrance  of  the  two  Earls  pot 
an  end  to  the  convcrfation.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  they  were  feated,  my 
-fifter  and  I  retired  to  her  apartment. 
Indignation  had,  in  feme  meafure,  fup- 
ported  her  fpirits^  while  Lord  Eafure 
was  in  her  fight  i  but  no  fooner  were 
we  alone,  than  (be  relapfcd  into  all  her 
former  forrow.  She  was  watering  my 
bofom  with  her  tears,  and  lamenting 
her  unfortunate  fituation,  in  a  manner 
that  exceedingly  affcded  me,  when  her 
"maid  entered,  and  delivered  a  letter,  to 
hcr^^  which  Ihe  laid  had  been  brought 

by 
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by  Lord  Seward's  valet,  with  particular 
orders  to  have  it  delivered  into  her  own 
hands.  Harriet  fnatched  it  from  her 
with  every  appearance  of  impatience^ 
and  while  Ihe  perufed  it,  I  with  plea- 
furc  obferved  her  countenance  brighten, 
and  joy  fparkle  in  her  eyes.  As  foon 
as  (he  had  finifhed  reading,  ihe  folded 
up  the  letter,  and  put  it  into  her 
pocket,  with  a  look  of  perfedt  fatisfacr 
tion.  Then  turning  to  me,  with  a 
fmilc,  "  Qur  dear  good  brother  (faH 
ihe)  prbmifes  to  intercede  for  me  ^  he 
bids  me  hope  every  thing  from  his 
friendfhip.  Good  night,  my  love  ! 
(continued  ihe,  kifiing  4iie,)  let  me  no 
longer  detain  you  from  reft.  I  ihall 
now  want  no  comforter/* 

I  was  delighted  to  fee  her  ib  fuddenly 
reftored  to  peace  and  apparent  chear- 
fulncfs ;  though,  after  what  was  paired> 
I  could  not  but  wonder  zt  the  confix 
dence  ihe  feemcd  to  place  ia  an  inter- 

ceiSon 
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cetRon  which  had  already  proved  vaiit 
I  was  tejoiced  to  fee  her  more  at  eafoi 
but .  feared  foQ^i  to .  behold  .her.  agaib 
lounged  in  anguiOi  and  deff^ir. 

The  iiett  morning,  however,  flw 
fiill  appeared  to  retain  hopes.;  for  when 
1  nriet  her  in  the  breakfaft-rooni,  fte 
was  cQmpofed^  and  almoft  (hearful, 
though  fhe  ftill  treated  Lord  Eafure 
with  the  mofl:  diftant  cOldnefs^  and 
fpoke  very  little  j  but  he  made  ample 
amends  for  her  filence,  his  fpirits  being 
uncommonly  high,  which  occafiontd 
him  to  talk  almofl;  inceflantly*  He 
addrcflfed  nf)uch  of  hia  converfation  to 
Harriet,  which  flie  feldom  honoured 
by  the  fmalleft  apparent  attenjion.  My 
father  obferving  this,  told  him,  he 
.hoped  he  would  have  a  more  obliging 
wife  than  he  had  a  miftrefs.  To  which 
hisLordftiip  anfwered,-that  he  did  not 
in  .the  lea^  <loubt  it,  adding,  I  afti 
really  quite   charmed  with    my  dear 

Lady 
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tidjr  Harriet's  ibehayiotir;  flie  is  the 
MUcof  rdu£baat  beauty  I  ever  bad  the 
good  fortune  t0  iheet  witb»  and  the  un- 
Qtpt&cd  novelty  gfvea  zeft  to  macri-» 
moay  itfelf*  , 

During  the  whole  day^  my  £fter:  cm^ 
thined  ill  the  fanie  fka^e  of  compofure* 
Inftead  of  feeking  tx>  be  alone,  or  con-* 
rerfing  with  me,  (he  appeared  ftudi«% 
etifty  lb  avoid  bothi  and  when  my 
fittber  vondercended  toro  or  three  times 
to  confah  Her  about  the  arraoginiencs 
ef  the  next  day,  fiie  only  anfw^red^ 
that  (he  wifhed  every  thing  to  be  order^ 
ed  juft  as  he  thought  proper.  When 
We:  retired  fca-  the  everiuig,  (hfe  Idffcd 
me  with^nudch  affe£bbn,  telling  me^ 
that  her  future  profpcfts  wore,  in  her 
opinion,  a  very  different  afpe^  from 
that  with  which  they  had  appeared  to 
her  two  dsr^s  before.  I  hav^  now, 
(continued  (he)  lictle  doubi:  of  pa(fing 

tny  days  at  lead  comfortably  i  but, .  as 
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it  will  requi^re  ail  my  ftrength  of  mind 
to  go  through  the  tafk  I  have  promifed. 
to  perform^  I  muft  beg  of  my  dear 
Frances  to  leave  me.  Your  prefencr^ 
iriy  love,  rather  foftens  and  confufes 
my  ideas,  than  contributes  to  their 
ftrength  and  regulation;  oblige  mc, 
therefore,  by  omitting  to  call  upon  me 
in  the  morning,  nor  permit  any  one  to 
difturb  me  till  every  thing  is  in  readi- 
nefs  for  the  ceremony.  I  have  need 
(added  flie,  fighing,)  of  all  my  refblu-* 
tion,  to  fuf^ort  me  in  a  fituation  fo  try- 
ing as  that  before  me.  I  took  leave  of 
her,  with  exprefling  my  fincereft  wifhea 
for  her  happinefs,  and  an  aflurance  that 
I  would  implicitly  obfcrve  the  direc- 
tions flie  had  given  me. 

I  arofc  the  following  morning,  with 
a  heart  depreffed  by  forrow  and  apprc- 
henfion.  Notwithftanding  my  filler's 
apparent  calmnefs,  I  had  no  doubt  but 
her   reluctance    and    diflike   to    the 

thoughts 
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thoughts  of  becoming  the  wife  of  Lord 
Eafure  were  as  ftrongj  though  not  (b 
violent^,  as  ever.  She  had  never  accuf- 
tomed  herfelf  to  t^k  to  me  upon  the 
fubjed  of  her  attachment  to  Sir 'Philip 
Haftiogs^  fearing,  as  I  always  believed^ 
to  draw  upon  me  the  difpleafure  of  her 
father,  or  fill  my  imagination  with  im^ 
proper  ideas ;  but  I  was  certain,  that  it 
vas  of  the  firmefl:  kind,  and  the  great 
difference  between  the  men  conGdcred, 
it  was  not  probable  that  (he  could  fo 
fuddenly  bring  herfelf  to  give  up  the 
one,  and  accept  the  other,  without 
doing  the  utmoft  violence  both  to  her 
principles  and  feelings. 

It  had  been  fettled,  between  my 
father  and  Lord  Belford,  that  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  (hould  be  performed  at 
ten  in  the  morning.  An  elegant  break<- 
faft  was  to  fucceed ;  after  which,  we 
were  all  tp  fet  out  for  Belford  Abbey> 
where  every  poffiWc  feftivity,  which 

the 
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the  oceafion  could  require  or  admif, 
was  to  be  celebrated  in  its  honoun 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
the  appointed  timCj  I  entered  my  fi*- 
therms  library,  which  was  appointed  for 
the  place  of  rendezvous  upon  this,  to 
me,  nroft  folcmn  oceafion*  The  two 
£arh  were  already  thei-e,   as  was  the 

BtfiK>p  of  -— ^ ,  .our  hear  reldtioii» 

who  was  appointed  to  perform  the  cere- 
mony. But  the  perfon  who  moft  pow- 
erfully attrafted  my  attention^  was  a 
young  geittlertian  of  the  moft  noble  and 
-engaging  appearance  I  had  ever  beheld. 
You  khow  the  prefcnt  Earl  of  Belford, 
my  dear  Mifs  Maitland^  (cohtinued 
1-ad/  Frances,)  and  will  not  thbrclbre 
be  fiihprifed  to  hear  that  he  was,  two 
and  twenty  yttrs  fince,  acccfunted  one 
vf  the  htodfomeft  and  moft  accom- 
Jflilhed  young  men  in  the  kingdom. 
To  me,  indeed,  he  appcarfcd  fuch  -,  and 
vhen,  Bpon  his  father's  prefcnting  him 
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to  me',  ^e  reipcftfuUy  kiffed  rtiy  hand, 
req^efling  that  he  might,  upon  the 
ftrcngth  of  the  alliance  which  was  about 
to  take  place  between  our  families,  have 
the  honour  to  be  admitted  into  the 
nwrtbcr  of  thy  friends,  methought  he 
fpoke  with  more  grace,  elegance,  and 
aaknadoo,  than  any  other  perfon  I  had 
ever  fcen  or  heard. 

We  had  conreffed  btrt  ai  ft w  minutes, 
when  the  entrance  of  the  intended 
bridegroom  interrupted  us,  and  recall- 
ed my  thoughts  to  the  difagreeable 
fdtne  Iwjis  apprehenfive  of  (hortly  be- 
holding. I  could  not  help  feeling  a 
ftforig  regret ;  thai!  he  did  riot  in  fome  * 
riling  rcfembic  Mr.  Villars,  who  my 
yiung  and  inexperienced  heart  had  at 
riziy  fold^  wie  was  cycry  thing  that 
toiild  bif  effcfcrned  amiable.  His  ap'- 
jjearirice'  ^zi  iridted,  upon  this  occafion, 
Wofl  Uftlik<^  to  tliat  ofhis  brbtheh ;  Hi> 
«t*fi.was^afffcAedly  ne^igent,   iimat 

to 
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to  diityaefsj  and  lie  entered  the  room 
with  a  kind  of  half- yawn,  which  he 
intended  fhould  be  expreflive  of  indo- 
'  lence  and  indifference.  So,  (exclaimed 
he,  fhrugging  up  his  (houlders^)  I  fee 
you  are  all  aflembled.     And  my  good 

Lord  of too  !  nay,  then  there  is 

no  hope  left!  When  the  fquare  cap 
appears,  condemnation  mud  follow !  I 
hope,  my  Lord>  (anfwered  the  Bifhop) 
I  fhall  be  the  means  of  infuring  your 
felicity,  not  the  pronouncer  of  your 
condemnation.  The  chances  (replied 
his  Lord  (hip)  are,  I  fear,  rather  againft 
matrimonial  adventurers^  But  the  die 
is  caft ;  the  family  jewels  are  new  fer, 
and  the  Lady  muft  not  be  difappointed. 
Then,  turning  to  his  brother,  he 
added,  in  a  half-whifper.  Faith,  Fre- 
deric>  I  almoft  wifh  thou  ^ouldft  be^ 
come  my  proxy;  I  do  not  quite  reliih 
this  ferious  fooling,  Suppofe  (replied 
Mr.  Yillars)  I  ihould»  ^n  confequeoop 

of 
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of  my  compliance  with  your  whimfical 
requcft,  happen  to  become  your  proxy 
in  your  lady's  afFeftions  ?  Oh !  as  for 
that,  (anfwcred  his  Lordfhip,)  I  muft 
run  the  common  hazard.  I  do  not 
mean  to  make  a  jealous  hufband. 

He  was  here  interrupted  by  my  fa- 
ther, who  afked  pfie,  if  my  filler  was 
prepared,    and   ready  to  appear.    To 
which  I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  nothing 
that  was  likely  to  prevent  her.     Upon 
which  a  fervant  was  di<"e<fted  to  requeft 
the  favor  of  her  company.     He  return- 
ed to  inform  us,  that  her  woman  faid, 
(he  would  be  ready  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.     My  father  feemed  it  little  dif- 
pleafed  at  this  want   of  punctuality; 
and  Lord  Eafurc  repeating  the  fignifi- 
caot  ihrug  of  his  fhoulders,  exclaimed, 
in  a  low  voice,    A  ihort'  reprieve  is 
better  than  nont,    -Though  (continued 
he,   affededly  addreillng    me)    I   am 
really  forry  that  your  lifter  gives  herfelf 

fo 
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lb  much  unaepeSry  cnouUe  about 
dr£{s«  In  my  Qpiaioo^  Skt  looks  Yoftlf 
well  in  her  blue  hubjt.  You,  at  leaft^ 
have  npthing  to^qcyffs  yi>iirie]f  of  ypoa 
^ac  acpovnt,  (faic}  Mr.  YiUars.)  Gm 
would  judge^  by  the  ^ti^aie  negligence 
of  your  appearances  (hat  you  Jiad  been 
married  thefe  fevpn  years.  Why,,  yaa 
know  (replied  Jms  iordfliip)  it  fpuft  come 
to  this;  and  really,  at  this  unfeafonable 
houTi  one  is-mQre  inclined  ito  rcpofe, 
than  to  ^udy  t|^e  brilicngui  \t  ^pcar- 
ancc. 

More  chat  of  the  fame  kind  fmflkd 
among  u«,  till  my  father,  growing  quite 
impatient,  fent  another  meflage  xxp  to 
jny  fiftorj  infQrming  her  that  we  were 
all  waiting,  and  Teqtiefting  that  flie 
would  cope  do^n  immediately:.  In  a 
few  momenitfi  (the  door  of  the'  library 
heing  left  open)  we  heard  the  rirftling 
jfki  filk,  and  a.  ff^male  fttp  defccnding 
flpwJy  down  the.gw:at  flairs.;  Here  Ihe 
^  is! 
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js !  (exdraned  Loird  £afitre.  in  aa  a£* 
{e&ed  fright.)     There'&    no  cfcapmg. 
sow  !    Prichee^  Frederic,  ho  merciful ! 
Doa'^  laugh  at  me!    Reineinher>  xhou 
muft  i^ar  ihackles  fame  time  or  other  I 
Deftiiijr  will  be  fblfilled  l-*^M  this  :ia« 
ftanr,  widlx  a  coiminiance  haK'4:QEKfid]eilt» 
half  terrified,  entered  my  finrer^&  wooiaQ^ 
and  informed  u$,  that  her  lady  .had  the 
cvefiing  before  left  the  iiotitfe,  -and  was 
upon  her  road  to  London,  in  company 
with  Sir  Philip  Haftings.     Never.  wa& 
^^^3    fttiprifr,    and  mortified   vanity^ 
more  confpicuoufly  and  fir^angly  ex« 
pvefled,  than  upon  the  countenances  xa£ 
ihe  company  pre&nt,  when  this  unei&* 
pefted  account  was  delivered.     My  f** 
ther'spaifion. exceeded  all  bounds.    He 
ftamped,   bit  his  lips,  and  -for  a  if  em 
Rioqients  wholly  religned  himfelf  to  the 
mfluence  of   his    natural   violence  of 
tempers.     Then  iuddenly  paufiifg,  and 
aHiiming  a  folcmn  itCfblutewfs  of  look 

and 
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and  accent^  he  fworc  never  more  to  ad- 
mit my  fitter  into  his  prefence^  or  con« 
fider  her  as  in  any  degree  entitled  to  his 

care  or  proteflion.   The  Bilhop  of ■• 

would  have  remonftrated  againft^  what 
he  termed,  fb  rafli  and  improper  a  re* 
folution,  but  my  father  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  hear  him,  faying,  he  was  deter- 
mined to  a&  for  himfelfj  and  willing  to 
riik  any  confequences  which  his  condu6l 
in  the  prefent  inftance  might  draw 
upon  him.  His  lordihip,  finding  all 
bis  endeavours  to  a£t  in  the  capacity  of 
a  peace^maker  vain  and  unregarded, 
took  his  leave,  not  chuling  longer  to 
witnefs  a  fcene  of  fo  much  violence  and 
confufion. 

My  father  ordered  Harriet's  woman 
to  leave  the  houfe  immediately  1  to 
which  Ihe  anfwered,  that  fhe  was  pre- 
pared to  do  foj  having  received  her 
lady's  commands  to  follow  her  to  town* 
Lord  Belford  afkedi  if  it  would  not  be 

proper 
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proper  to  follow  the  run-aways  ?  faying, 
he  thought  they  might  yet  poflibly  be 
overtaken^  before  a  marriage  could  be 
cffeacd.  But  my  father  abfolutejy  re- 
fufed  to  think  of  it.  No,  (faid  he,  with 
a  look  and  voice  pcrfeftly  cool  and  de- 
termined,) let  her  folly  be  its  own  pu- 
nifliment.  She  no  longer  belongs  to 
me,  or  my  family.  Were  fhe  my  only 
child,  my  only  relation,  I  would  never 
bebodd  her  more. 

During  the  firft  day  after  my  fifter's 
elopement,  Lord  Eafure  appeared  in  a 
ftatc  of  extreme  mortification.    He  had 
loft  great  part  of  his  affeded  humour, 
and  had  little  or  nothing  to  anfwer  in 
return  to  his  brother's  raillery,  of  which 
the  latter  was  by  no  means  fparing,  and 
which  I  could  not  help  enjoying  ex- 
ccedmgly.     I   was,    ^ndeed,    fincerely 
rqoiced  that  my  fiftcr  had  efcaped  the 
mifery  which  mufl:  have  been  her  por- 
tion, had  (he  beeome  the  wife  of  fo 
VOL.  MI.  K  weak. 
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weak,  worthlefs,  and  ill-difpofcd  a  be- 
ing as  Lord  Eafure.  I  could  not  doubt 
but  time  would  foften  my  father's  fcve- 
rity  towards  hen  She  had  chofcn  a 
man  whofe  chara6ber  was  uncommonly 
excellent,  and  whofe  fituation  in  life 
could  not  difcredit  a  family  of  the  firft 
importance.  I  had  therefore  the  ftrongeft 
hope  of  foon  beholding  her  return,  and 
refumc  at  leaft  her  ufual  place  in  his 
affedlion ;  but  in  this  I  was  miftaken, 
and  inexpreffibly  difappointed.  My  fa- 
ther would  neither  fee  his  daughter  nor 
her  hufband :  he  returned  their  letters 
unopened,  and  refufcd  to  fuffer  either 
my  brother,  his  lady,  or  myfelf,  to  fpeak 
a  word  in  her  vindication  ;  telling  me, 
that,  in  his  treatment  of  her,  I  had  a 
Icffon  of  conduft,  which  he  hoped  I 
would  apply  to  my  own  ule,  fincc  I 
might  affurc  myfelf,  that,  in  a  fimilar 
fituation,  that  which  I  fhould  expe- 
rience 
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ficncc  would  be  in  every  refpedt  the 
fame. 

Lord  Belford  and  his  fens  continued 
at  Clareville  rather  more  than  a  week 
after  the  departure  of  my  fitter,  during 
which  time  Mr.  Villars  every  day  ap- 
peared more  agreeable  in  my  eyes.  Hii 
perfon  was  uncommonly  .fine,  his  man- 
ners equally  pleafing,  his  fentiments, 
opinions  and  difpofitions,  apparently 
all  that  honour,  virtue  and  delicacy, 
could  infpire  or  demand.  Seventeen  is 
not  an  age  at  which  to  diftinguifti  the 
fpecious  from  the  intrinfic  I  was 
charmed  with  every  thing  that  was  done 
orfaid  by  Mr.  Villars ;  and  the  ftriking 
contraft  between  him  and  his  brother, 
^hich  every  hour  prefented  itfelf  before 
^e,  ftrengthened  the  approbation  which 
Jjis  fine  qualities  appeared  to  demand.  * 
When  he  quitted  ClaTeville,  I  thought 
^vcry  thing  that  had  power  to  pleafe 
^^artcd  with  him,  and  I  trembled  t# 
K  2  look 
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look  forwarxl  to  the  melancholy  lif^  I 
was  likely  to  lead  with  my  father,  whofe 
increaHng  ill  health,  and  the  difap- 
pointment  he  had  lately  met  with,  had 
greatly  added  to  the  natural  gloom  and 
feverity  of  his  temper.  I  was  not  fu£- 
fered  to  correfpond  with  my  filler; 
very  feldom  permitted  to  vifit  my  bro- 
ther, who,  on  account  of  the  part  he 
had  taken  in  her  marriage,  and  the  in- 
timacy which  ftill  continued  to  fiibfift 
between  him  and  Sir  PHilip^  was  no 
longer  a  welcome  gueft  at  Clareville, 
and  therefore  rarely  approached  it.  The 
company  of  my  fifter  had  hitherto  ren- 
dered my  fituation  fupportablc.  Wei 
had  always  fincerely  loved  each  other  J 
and  the  pleafure  of  complaining  to  thofej 
we  love,  and  by  whom  our  affection  it 
0  returned,  is  fo  great,  as  almoft  to  cor 
penfate  for  the  occafion  which  giveij 
rife  to  it.  But  I  had  now  no  friend,  nq 
companion,  no  relief  from  conftrain 
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and  forrow.  I  thought^  indeed,  that 
RO  condition  could  well  be  more  mor- 
tifying ;  yet  I  dreaded  the  very  idea  of 
change,  ^hich  I  thought  could  only  be 
cflfedcd  by  fuch  a  marjrSage  as  ihat  from 
which  my  lifter  had  eicaped,  and  which 
I  faw  no  means  of  avoiding,  but  by 
forfeiting  every  advantage  of  my  birth. 
The  only  comfort  I  pofle0ed,  lay  in  the 
hope  that  this  misfortune  was  at  a  di- 
ftance.  But  in  this  hope  I  was  deceived  *: 
the  dreaded  firoke  was  even  then  fuf- 
pended  over  my  head. 

About  twelve  months  after  my  lifter's 
fnarriage,  as  I  w«s  fitting  in  my  fatherls 
dreffing«room>  after  converting  for  fome 
time  with  rather  more  than  ufual  chear*- 
fulncfs,  Frances,  (faid  he,)  your  fitter's 
difobedience  and  folly  have  wholly  ba- 
niflied  her  from  my  affe&ions :  fiie  is 
no  liinger  my  daughter.  Your  brother^s 
want  of  children,  and  bis  retired  man- 
wr  of  living,  renders  any  addition  to 
K  3  his 
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hb  fortune  unnecefTary:  upon  you, 
therefore^  1  have  fixed  nny  hopes.  The 
chearful  manner  in 'which  you  have  at- 
tended me,  ever  Cnce  my  retirement 
from  public  life,  affords  me  the  moll 
agreeable  aflurance  of  your  perfcft  and 
ready  fubmifllon  to  my  diredions  and 
pleafure,  in  an  affair  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance to  your  intereft  and  honour, 
^nd  upon  which  I  have  in  a  particular 
manner  fct  my  heart.  Should  your 
^onduft  prove  you  unworthy  of  my  re- 
gard, I  am  deterawned  to  make  adiftant 
relation  my  heir,  and  to  ufe  that  inte- 
rcft  in  his  favour  which  I  hope  to  exert 
in  the  aggrandizement  of  your  dcfccnd- 
ants.  But  your  apparent  difpofition, 
and  the  proper  fenfe  of  duty  which  you 
have  ever  appeared  to  entertain,  leads 
me  to.expedl  better  things.  You  arc 
not  ignorant  of  the  ancient,  amity  and 
friendfhip  which  hath  for  many  ages 
fubfiftcd  between  my  houfe  and  that  of 

Belford. 
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Bclfbrd.  You  know,  likewife,  the  ill 
ufage  which  the  prefent  lord  (who  is  my 
perfonal  friend)  has  lately  received  in 
my  family.  Yet,  fo  far  from  refenting 
it,  as  I  might  have  expeded  him  to  do, 
he  is  ftill  defirous  of  allying  himfelf  to 
it,  in  order  to  which  he  hath  purpofed 
a  marriage  between  you  and  his  eldeft 
Ton.  I  have  confented;  and  it  now 
remains  that  your  chearful  and  uncon- 
ftrained  obedience  proves  you  worthy 
of  the  attention  I  pay  to  your  happi- 
ncfs,  and  the  great  degree  of  it  which 
awaits  you. 

It  was  with  difKculty  that  I  continued 
to  fypport  myfclf  in  my  chair.  I  trem- 
bled J  I  could  fcarce  breathe.  My  fa- 
ther, obferving  my  fituation,  arofe  and 
quitted  the  room,  leaving  me  at  leifure 
to  contemplate  my  own  wretchednefs. 
I  was  indeed  wretched !  .My  averfion, 
my  contempt  for  Lord  Eafure,  was  un- 
{peakablc.  He  had  been  the  caufc  of 
K4  ftU 
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all  my  beloved  fifter's  misfortunes.  Hrs 
ungenerous  behaviour  to  her,  his  per- 
fon,  his  manners,  his  difporicion,  and 
avowed  prinriple,  were  every  thing  that 
could  raife  my  abhorrence,  my  hatred. 
Yet  I  faw  nd  means  ofcfcapingthe  mifer- 
able  fate  which  threatened  me;  death 
only  appeared  capable  of  affording  me  a 
fhelter  from  the  tyranny  of  my  father. 
Oh !  how  ardently  did  I  wi(h  for  the 
power  of  feeking  that  peace  in  the 
grave,  which  the  world  appeared  to 
deny  me.  Nothing  but  the  fear  of  in- 
curring unpardonable  guilt,  of  drawing 
down  upon  my  devoted  head  the  anger 
of  that  Being,  whofe  approbation,  which 
eonftantly  attends  thofe  who  feek  to  ob* 
tain  it,  could  alone  render  eziftener 
fupportable,  retrained  my  hand,  whieb 
more  than  once  was  upon  the  very 
point  of  executing  the  laft  aft  of  dcipc- 
ration.  I  cannot  even  now  refleft  upon 
the  ftrugglc  I  endured,  without  in  part 
feeling  the  pangs  of  horror  and  defpair 

which 
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which  therl  tore  tny  wretched  boibm* 
Ac  iesigch  Cb^  firong  ppafe  of  reli^ion^ 
which  from  my  earli^  year$  had  hap« 
pily  been  imprefled  upon  my  mind^  in 
ibfxse  degree  calmed  its  agitacioas. 
Defptir  didiated  a  conduA  &nUar  to 
thatj  which  ifldi^remre  would  have 
pointed  out.  I  kja^w  how  vain  it  was 
to  expeA  or  fuppllcsate  piercy  from  my 
fiftther  i  Lord  .Bedford  and  his  Ion  were 
equaUy  unfeeliiig^  I  therefore  deter* 
mined  to  fubmiti  without  further  ftrug<* 
gje,  to  give  my  hand  to  JLord  Eafure, 
and  patieoily  wait  til]  deaths  (whofe 
wilhed  for  approach  my  forrow  could 
not  but  accel^ratej)  fhould  pMt  an  end 
to  my  fufferings.    ' 

In  thi$  nefolution  I  waited^  with  a 
gloomy  kind  of  rcfignation^  for  the 
day,  upon  which  I  was  to  facrifice  all 
my  future  hopes  of  comfort.  It  was 
ibme  Iktisfaftion  to  me  to  hear^  that  I 
was  not  to  be  tormented  by  the  fight  of 
K  5  my 
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'  my  intended  hufband,  till  the  day  jpre- 

ceding  that,  upon  which  the  cerenrioiiy 

was  to  take  pFacc.     But,  alas!  the  day 

of  his  arrival  came  but  too  foon/    I 

awakened  with  a  degree  of  horror  upon 

my  mind,  which  is  more  cafily  con- 

>  ceived  than  exprefled,  and  feveral  hours 

clapfed,  before  I  could  regain  a  ftate  of 

tolerable  compofure.      At  length  the 

1         objeft  of  my  ftrongcft  avcrfion  appeared,' 

V        but  the  cfFeds  which  the  fight  of  him 

^        would  probably  have  produced  upon  mc 

N^  ^        were  in  a  great  meafure  loft,  by  his  being 

accompanied  by  his  brother. 

Mr.  Villars  looked  more  amiablf, 
more  pleafing  than.  ever.  He  addreflcd 
me  with  the  afFeAion  of  a  brother, 
mingled  with  fomething  ftill  more  in- 
tereftingi  exprefled  great  concern  at 
feeing  my  countenance  fo  much  altered 
fmce  he  had  laft  beheld  me ;  and  faid 
every  thing  that  could  tend  to  convince 
n>e,  that  my  happinefs  was  dear  to  him. 

His 
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His  looks^  tooj  expreifed  more  than  his 
words ;  they  told  me,  that  his  heart  feU 
more  than  they  dared  to  utter;  that 
nothing  but  hope  was  wanting  to  render 
him  my  lover.  As  for  Lord  Eafure,  his 
behaviour  was  an  exaft  counterpart  of 
that  which  I  have  already  defcribed 
when  my  fifter  was  the  obje£t  of  his  per- 
fecution.  I  could  not  behold  him  with- 
out horror>  or  think  of  my  approaching 
marriage  without  inexprefllble  pain. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  conflidls  which 
my  heart  endured,  I  had  refolution 
enough  to  preferve  a  countenance  toler- 
ably ftcady.  I  wasfupported  by  dcfpair, 
which  told  me,  that  complaint  was  vain, 
and  I  had  ever  confidered  ufelefs  re- 
pining as  the  offspring  of  weaknefs.. 
But,  when  the  papers,  fettlements,  &c.: 
were  produced,  and  Lord  Eafurc  having 
£gned  bis  name,  prefented  the  pen  to 
me,  that  I  might  follow  his  example, 
a  trembling  feized  my  whole  frame,,  the 
K  6  light 
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Hght  danced  before  my  eyes^  I  had  juft' 
ftrength  to  write  my  name^  when  the 
inftrument  fell  from  my  hand^  and  | 
fainted  away* 

When  I  recovered,  I  found  myfelf 
in  the  arms  of  Mr.  Villars,  who  in  a 
manner  expreflive  of  the  tendereft  con* 
cem,  inquired  after  my  health.  ^  Since 
the  departure  of  my  fifter  I  had  not 
heard  the  voice  of  tendernefs.     Even 
her's  was  iefs  foft  than  that  of    Mn 
Viilars.    It  funk  into  my  heart  %  I  felt 
that  I  was  more  wretched  than  even 
A  couple  of  hours  which  I  pafled  alone 
in  my  drefling  room  were  hardly  fuffi* 
cient  to  enable  nie  to  return  to  the  draw* 
ing  room  with  tolerable  compofure^  yet 
an  irrefiftible  fomething  drew  me  thi- 
then     Upon  entering  I  found  Mr.  Vii- 
lars alone,  feated  upon  a  ibfa,  in  the 
;Vtioft  melancholy  attitude*    The  mo- 
ment he  beheld  me,  joy  fparkled  in  his 
fine  eyes^  but  it  was  foon  fucceeded  by 

dejeftion^ 
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dcjeftkiii.  He  handed  me  to  the  fc^^ 
and  filcBtly  feattng  himfelf  by  tny  fide^ 
a  deep  figh  efcaped  him,  which  appeared 
to  iflbe  from  the  clofeft  recefles  of  his 
ibuK  My  eyes  involoiitarily  met  his  $  he 
fcemed  confufed,  caught  my  hand^  im- 
prefled  an  ardent  kifs  upon  it,  then 
ilarting  up,  walked  to  a  diftant  window 
vrichout  uttering  a  fingle  word. 

I  was  furprifed,  almofl  frightened,  and 
doubtful  whether  I  ought  not  to  leave 
the  room,  when  he  fuddenly  returned, 
and  ref^ming  his  ieat.  Forgive,  (he  ex^ 
claimed,)  moft  amiable  of  women,  for- 
give the  involuntarily  tranfports  of  a 
heart,  but  too  fenfible  of  your  perfec- 
tions. Alas !  Lady  Frances,  (continued 
he,  prefling  my  trembling  hand)  you 
arc  not  happy.    My  brother  docs  not 
owe  his  good  fortune  to  the  preference 
with  which  your  heart  regards  him,  but 
to  a  too  rigid  fenfe  of  duty,  which  will, 
I  fear,  hurry  you  to  an  ^,  the  confe- 

quence 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


206        HEICRV    AKD   ISABELtA. 

quence  of  which  muft  render  the  re- 
mainder of  your  life  unhappy.  For- 
give, (continued  he,)  the  abrupt  man- 
ner in  which  I  have  venturcdvto  intro- 
duce a  fubje£b  of  fo  much  importance : 
alas !  this  may  be  the  kit  moment  for 
deliberation.  To-morrow  you  are  loft 
for  ever. 

I  will  not,  my  dear  Mifs  Maitlandj 
(continued  Lady  Frances,)  attempt  to 
give  you  the  particulars  of  a  converfa- 
tion  which  lafted  more  than  two  hours* 
Suffice  it  to  lay,  that  Mr.  Villars  was  a 
perfeft  mafter  of  the  arts  of  perfuafion ; 
that  he  fo  effieduaily  employed  thofe 
.arts>  as  to  induce  me  to  promife  to  fol- 
low my  lifter's  example,  and  that  very 
evening  meet  him  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Park>  where  he  propofed  to  have  a  cbaifc 
and  four  in  readinefs>  to  convey  me  to 
Scotland,  I  had  reprefented  to  hina  the 
certain  confequcnces  of  fuch  a  ftcpj 
.namely,,  the  intire  lofs.  of  my  fathcn's 

fayour> 
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favour^  and  the  fortune  I  had  a  right  to 

hope  for  from   him  j    but  he  treated 

thcfe  confiderations  as  of  no  importance^ 

when  compared  with  the  lofs  or  acqui- 

lition  of  happinefs ;  faying  he  had  little 

doubt  but  his  father^  who  poflefled  great 

influence  over  the  mind  of  Lord  Clare- 

ville,   would  eafily  prevail   upon   him 

to  forgive  an  adion  in  its  own  nature  fo 

juftifiable;    efpecially  as    he  had    no 

other  child,  who  might  hy  fuch  an  adfc 

of  lenity,  be  encouraged  to  difpute  his 

future  commands.     But  fhould  he  ob- 

ftinately  adhere  to  the  refolution  he  pro- 

fefled  to  have  taken,  his  own  fortune^ 

>  which,  (he  faid,)  was  not  inconfiderable, 

would  enable  him  tofupport  the  Wbman 

he  loved  in  eafy  independence,  though 

not  in  the  affluence  and  dignity  in  which 

^he  could  wifli  to  place  her. 

The  wretchcdnefs  of  my  fituation, 
the  unhoped  fpr  happinefs  of  efcaping 
from  a  life  of  mortification  and  pain, 

and 
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it  wkh  one  lb  $imable»  fo  generous^ 
one  by  whom  I  was  tenderly  faeloved, 
and  whofe  fine  qualities  and  goodnefs 
of  hearty  would  rendd:  it  my  pride  and 
glory  to  acknowledge  as  my  deliverer^  my 
guardian^  my  z\\,  were  circumftanees, 
which  too  powerfully  operated  upon  my 
imagination^  co  admit  of  my  perceiving 
either  danger  or  difficulty  ifi  the  plain 
we  had  fixed  upon.  Every  thing  was 
agreed^  the  hour  ^pointed,  and  all 
arranged  to  our  intire  fatisfa£tion^  when 
my  father  and  Lord  Eafure  returned 
from  a  walk  they  had  taken  in  the  Park. 
The  former  complained  of  extreme  fa- 
tigue and  p^in  in  his  head.  He  ate 
nothing  at  dinn^er^  and  in  the  courfe  of 
the  evening  fck  evident  fymptoms  of  a 
violent  (ever.  The  phyfician  who  ufually 
attended  him  was  immediately  &nt  for^ 
who  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  bed,  and 
^appeared  much  alarmed  at  the  ficuation 
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in  which  he  found  him.  In  a  few  hours 
iie  became  delirious,  and  the  fever  in* 
creafed  fo  rapidly,  that  the  doftor  re* 
quefted  that  niore'afliftance  might  be 
called  in,  as  the  fymptoms  were  of  the 
very  word  kind. 

This  circumftancc  intircly  put  an  end 
to  my  intended  journey.  Mr.  Villars, 
indeed,  mentioned  my  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  confufion  of  the  family,  and 
my  father's  weak  ftate,  which  rendered 
him  incapable  of  purfuing  us,  and  get- 
ting fafe  to  Scotland  while  it  was  in  my 
powers  but  I  abfplutely  refufed  to  com* 
ply  with  his  requefl:,  not  without  ex- 
preOing  fome  indignation  at  his  fup- 
pofittg  m^  unfeeling  enough  to  forfakc 
a  parent  in  fuch  a  (ituation*  For  which 
he  apologized,  by  pleading  the  ftrength 
of  his  pafllon,  and  his  fears  that  my 
health  might  be  injured  by  a  clofc  at- 
tendance upon  my  father,  fuch  as  he 
knew  my  high  fenfe  of  dutjr  would  lead 

me 
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me  to  pay,  while  I  continued  at  Clare- 
ville, .  How  eafily  are  we  induced  to 
pardon  thofe  we  love,  whofe  aftions  al- 
ways appear  to  us  in  the  faireft  light.  I 
ought  to  have  fufpedted  the  man  who 
could  for  a  moment  havewiflied  me  to 
violate  every  fenfe  of  propriety,  delicacy, 
and  duty,  in  order  to  gratify  his  own 
paflion.  But,  alas !  I  had  not  accuf- 
tomed  myfelf  fo  exaftly  to  weigh  things 
in  the  fcale  of  judgment  and  right.  If 
I  did  not  fufFer  my  afFedtion  for  Mr. 
Villars  intirely  to  blind  my  reafon,  it  at 
leaft  obfcured  it  too  much  to  admit  of 
my  obferving  the  tendency  of  his  con- 
du<9:  upon  this  occafion,  or  perceiving 
that  it  was  didated  by  a  felfifh  ungene- 
rous heart. 

.  During  the  whole  night  I  remained 
Jn  my  father's  apartment  j  his  fever  ftill 
continued  to  increafe,  and  when  two 
more  of  the  faculty  arrived  early  the 
next  morning  they  pronounced  him  in 

the 
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l^ic  utmoft  danger.  1  difpatched  a  fer- 
Yant  immediately  to  my.  brother,  re- 
quefting  his  prefence ;  and  as  foon  as 
he  had  Teen,  his  father,  and  heard  the 
opinions  of  the  confultation,  I  requeu- 
ed that  he  would  inform  Lord  Eafure, 
that  during  my  father's  continuance  in 
his  prefent  flate  of  infcnfibility,  I 
thought  myfelf  at  liberty  to  a£t  accord- 
ing to  my  bwn  choice  and  determina- 
tion; and  that  I  was  refolved  toliften 
to  no  propofals  of  the  nature  of  that 
with  which  he  had  honoured  me,  at 
Icaft  till  his  perfect  recovery  ihould 
again  fubjeft  me  to  his  influence.  This 
.meflage>  which  was  delivered  by  my 
brother,  in  a  manner  which  left  my 
tormentor  no  hope  of  reverCng  the  fen- 
tence  it  conveyed,  had  all  the  efFed  | 
could  defire  from  it;  his  Lordihip  that 
very  afternoon  quitted  Clareville,  nor 
did  I  ever  afterwards  behold  him. 

for 
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For  more  than  a  fortnight,  my  father 
continued  in  a  ftate  of  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger !  about  that  time  his  .diibrder  cook 
a  favotrrablc  turn,  but  his  recovery  was 
flow,  and  his  conftitution  fo  much 
weakened  and  impaired  by  its  violence, 
that  his  phyHcians  thought  a  change  of 
climate  neceflary  to  the  reftoration  of 
his  health.  We  accordingly  removed 
to  the  fouth  of  France,  it  having  been 
fettled  between  my  father,  (to  whom 
my  attendance  was  neceflTary,)  and  Lord 
Belford,  that  my  marriage  with  Lord 
Eafure  (houM  take  place  imm^iately 
ifpon  our  retum  to- England. 

For  fbme  montha  after  tur  arrival 
upon  the  continent,  my  father  continued 
in  a  ^tc  of  great  debility,  both  of 
mind  and  body.  He  a|^ared  to  be 
grown  almoft  wholly  indiflferent  to  every 
thing  which  he  had  once  efteemed  of 
confequence,  but  about  the  trifles  by 
yrbich  he  was  furrounded,  he  was  ca« 

pricious 
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p'icious  and  particular  beyond  a  polli- 
bilicy  of  fatisfadlion  or  tolerable  conn- 
.fort.      Though  every    one    who    ap- 
proached him^  made  his  eafe  and  hu- 
mour their  principal  ftudy^  he  was  con^- 
ftantly  complaining  of  the  negleft  and 
ill  ufage  which  .he  fufFcred,  and  if  I 
was  abfent  from  bis  chamber  for  more 
than  ten  minutes  at  a  time,  he  would 
reproach  rac  in  the  fevereft  terms  with 
being  weary  of  the  performance  of  my 
duty ;  often  telling  me^  that  he  knew  I 
fhould  be  glad  of  his  death,  but  ad- 
ding, that  he  would  take  care  to  give 
me  no  caufe  to  rejoice,  for  that  he  was 
refolved  to  bequeath  me  only  a  bare 
fubfiftence. 

About  fix  months  after  we  were  fet- 
tled at  Montpelier^j^  Mr.  Villars,  with 
whom  I  had  regularly  correfponded, 
made  his  appearance  there,  pretending 
to  my  father^  that  a,  fuddcn  and  violent 
fUiforder,  with  which  he  Had  been  feized, 

'was 
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was  the  occafion  of  his  journey,  and 
that  he  was  ordered  by  his  phyficians 
to  pafs  fome  months. upon  the  conti- 
nent.    As  the  Earl  had  never  enter- 
tained the  naofl:  diftant  fufpicion  of  the 
attachment  which  fubfifted  between  our 
vifitor  and  myfelf,  he  received  him  in 
the  mod  gracious  manner,    and  gave 
him  a  general  invitation  to  pafs  all  hiis 
Icifure  hours  at  our  houfe ;  of  this  per- 
miflion  Mr.  Villars  availed  himfelf  in 
its  fullcft  extent,  for  he  almoft  lived 
there.     He  would  generally  pay  his  re- 
fpcdts  to  my  father  every  morning,  and 
chat  with  him  for  about  half  an  hour 
in  his  chamber,  which  he  now  never 
quitted,  except  when  he  went  out  in  a 
carriage  for  the  benefit  of  the  air.     Af- 
ter this  vf fit,  Mr.  Villars  ufuaMy  retired 
to  the  drawing-room,  where  he  often 
pafled  the  whole  day,  reading,  drawifig, 
•playing  on  the  barpfichord,  or  amufing 
himfelf  with  his  own  reflexions.  Corti- 

paof 
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pany  he  had  na  chance  of  meeting,  no 
vifitant,  except  himfelf,  ever  being  ad- 
mitted within  our  doors. 

Whenever  my  father  flept,  or  went 
an  airing,  each  of  which  he  regularly 
did  twice  every  day,  I  conftantly  paffed 
the  time  of  his  abfence  in  the  drawing- 
room,  where  the  lively  engaging  con- 
verfation  of  Mr.  Villars  compenfated 
for  the  many  melancholy  hours  I  pafled 
with  him.  The  contrail  indeed  between 
them  was  too^reatj  all  my  pleafure  de- 
pended upon  him ;  to  him  only  could  I 
complain  of  my  difcomforts,  and  only 
from  him  did  I  exped  or  receive  con- 
folation  :  thefe  were  dangerous  circum- 
ftances  to  a  temper  warm,  open,  and 
fufceptible  as  mine.  Yet  I  always  ftea- 
dily  refufed  to  hearken  to  any  propoftl 
of  leaving  my  father,  whofe  fituation 
demanded  all  my  care,  and  upon  whom 
I  was  refolved  to  attend  to  the  laft  mo- 
ments of  life,  whatever  might  be  tHiT 

prcfcfit 
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prcfent  treatment,  or  future  reward  I 
had  to  expeA  from  him.  But  by  de^ 
greesj  Mr.  Villars  gained  fuch  an  af^ 
cendency  over  my  mind,  Co  much  did 
my  love  for  him  increafe,  that  he  per- 
fuaded  me  to  confent  to  a  private  mar- 
riage, which  was  performed  by  my  fa- 
ther's chaplain,  in  the  prefence  of  a 
particular  friend  whom  my  lover  intro- 
duced to  mei  and  with  whofe  name  and 
/amily  I  was  well  acquainted,  and  two 
of  my  own  favourite  dbmcftics.  . 

Our  family  were  all  fo  much  attached 
to  my  perfoB,  by  good  offices,  which  I 
had  conftant  opportunities  of  doing 
them,  that  I  had  little  reafon  to  fear 
that  a  difcovery  would  have  been  made 
to  my  father,  had  my  marriage  been 
known  to  every  individual  belonging  to 
iti  but  fuch  precautions  had  been  taken 
as  wholly  to  elude  their  fufpicions ;  and 
ipme  months  elapfed,  during  which,  it 
-continued  a  profound  fecrct  to  every 

one. 
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one,  except  thofe  who  were  prcfcnt  at 
its  performance. 

My  father  had,  during  the  firft  vear 
of  his  rcfidence  at  Montpelier,  been 
flattered  with  the  hope  of  a  perfecft  re-» 
ftoration  to  health,  but  foon  after  the 
event  I  have  juft  related  had  taken 
place,  many  of  his  former  bad  fymp- 
toms  returned  again,  though  with  lefs 
violence,  and  his  recovery  was  pro- 
nounced doubtful.  The  offence  which 
I  could  not  but  be  confcious  of  having 
committed  againft  parental  authority, 
redoubled  my  attentions  to  him,  for  1 
now  felt  it  a  duty  to  fubmit  to  every 
difficulty,  which  his  increafing  illnefs 
and  caprice  brought  upon  me,  without 
even  the  Qighteft  murmur.  My  huf- 
band's  fondnefs  and  gratitude  for  what 
he  called  my  condefcenfion,  appeared 
every  hour  to  become  warmer  and  more 
lively  5  I  had  no  doubt  of  our  marriage 
remaining  a  fecret  during  my  father's 

Vol.  III.  L  life. 
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]ife>  after  which,  as  I  ihould  be  in  every 
refpeft  my  own  miftreiS;,  I  (hould  no 
longer  have  any  reafon  to  wi(h  it  to  con- 
tinue fuchj  but  might  look  forward  to 
years  of  unclouded  happinefs* 

One  morning  that  Mr.  Villars  was 
£one  with  a  party  of  his  friends  upon  z 
pleafureable  excurfion,  which  he  bad 
exceedingly  lamented  that  I  could  not 
partake  with  him>  and  my  father  was 
caking  one  of  his  ufual  airings^  upon 
which  occafions,  he  chofe  the  attendance 
of  his  nurfe  rather  than  mine^  I  wa$ 
fitting  in  my  dreffing-room  revolving 
in  my  mind  pad  eventSi  and  amufing 
myfelf  with  pleafing  views  of  the  fu- 
ture i  when  a  poft-chaife  flopped  at  the 
door^  in  which  was  a  lady  who  requeft- 
cd  to  fpeak  with  me  upon  vtry  parti- 
cular buGnefs.  Ic  never  was  my  cuf- 
tom  to  ftand  aloof,  and  fhut  myfelf  up 
from  my  fellow  creatures,  more  than 
the  haughty  and  fevere  temper  of  my 
4  father 
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father  rendered  unavoidable;  it  had 
ever  ^bccn  my  defire  to  mix  with,  the 
worthy  and  amiable,  without  exaftly 
confidering  whether  their  rank  or  for- 
tune entitled  them  to  fo  vaft  an  honour; 
for  I  never  could  efteem  myfelf  as  in 
truth  and  nature  their  fuperior. 

The  ftranger  who  now  folicited,  found 
an  eafy  admiflion ;  fhe  was  a  beautiful 
young  woman,  elegant  in  her  appear* 
ance;  and  if  I  could  judge  from  the 
ihort  converfation  I  held  with  her,  pleaf- 
ing  in  her  manners.    After  fomc  apo- 
logies for  her  intrulion,  and  the  Teeming 
liberty  fhe  was  about  to  take,  fhe  afked 
me  if  Mr.  Villars  did  not  at  that  time 
privately  pay  his  addrefTcs  to  me  ?  I 
was  much  furprized  at  the  queftioo^ 
and  deiired  to  know  for  what  reafbn  it 
was  propofed  to  me;  upon  which^  with 
many  tears,  and  every  poQible  appear- 
ance of  diftrcfs,  fhe  told  me  that  fhe 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  his  wife,  and 
L  2  con* 
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convinced  me  of  the  truth  of  what  Ihc 
affcrtcd  by  the  fight  of  feveral  letters, 
the  hand-writing  of  which  1  but  too 
well  knew  to  be  his,  in  which  he  not 
only  filled  her  his  dear  wife,  and  fub- 
fcribed  hinifelf  her  happy  and  affec- 
tionate hufbaad^  but  mentioned  various 
circumftances  relative  to  their  mar- 
riage, expreffcd  the  moft  grateful  fenfc 
of  the  confidence  ihe  ,had  repofcd  in 
him,  and  promifed  to  embrace  the  very 
carlieft  opportunity  of  informing  his 
father  of  their  union,  and  declaring  it 
to  the  whole  world. 

Judge,  my  dear  Juliana,,  judge  my 
fituation!  Think  what  I  muft  feel, 
when  I  tell  you  that  I  was  at  this  time 
feveral  months  advanced  in  my  preg- 
nancy, and  that  I  loved  with  mexpref- 
fible  fondnefs  the  cruel  author  of  my 
mifery,  I  had  juft  ftrength  and  refo- 
lution  enough  left  in  this  dreadful  mo- 
ment to  thank  Mrs.  Villars  for  her  in- 
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formation,  to  affure  her  that  flie  had 
nothing  to  fear  froni  me  as  a  rival  in 
the  afFcdions  of  her  hufband,  who  I 
was  refolved  never  more  to  behold,  and 
to  requcft  that  (he  would  leave  me.  She 
had  fcarce  quitted  the  room,   when  I 
fainted  aways  the  moment  that  I  was 
fufEciently  recovered,   I  wrote  a  few 
lines  to  my  deceiver,  in  which  I  in- 
formed him   of  the   difcovery   I   had 
made,  and  without  dcfcending  to  load^ 
him  with  a  fingle  reproach,  abfolutely 
forbad  him  ever  more  to  appear  in  my 
fight.     Upon  this  trying  occafion  my 
fpirits  and  refolution  fcemed  to  be  fup- 
ported  by  a  fupcrnatural  affiftancci  for- 
row  was  overcome  by  indignation ;  the 
cruel  injuries  I  had  received,  appeared 
at  once  to  have  broken  the  charm  by 
which  my  affeftions  were  united  to  hiiii 
from  whom  I  had  fufFered  them.     He 
no  longer  appeared  amiable  i  the  clofe 
difguifc  which  had  fa  fatally  deceived 
L  3  me. 
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me,  was  removed,  and  the  feUUh  un- 
principled hypocrite  ftood  confeffed, 
converting  all  that  had  been  dear  to 
my  foul,  into  an  objed^  of  its  utmofl: 
fcorn  and  averfion. 

Mr.  Villars  wrote  me  feveral  letters, 
but  I  returned  them  all  unopened,  being 
convinced  that  no  apology  he  had  the 
power  of  making  could  do  away  any 
part  of  his  crime,  or  juftify  my  for- 
givenefs  of  it.  Upon  the  back  of  one 
which  he  fcnt  to  me,  I  wrote  thefc 
words:  Trouble  me  no  morcj  you  arc 
the  hu/band  of  another;  my  refoliition 
is  founded  upon  principle,  and  not  to 
be  fhaken :  after  this  he  ceafcd  to  mo- 
Jeft  me,  and  I  was  left  to  the  quiet  en- 
joyment of  my  wretchcdnefs. 

Notwithftandihg  the  refolution  with 
which  I  had  fupported  fo  fevere  a  trial 
of  my  conftancy,  my  anxiety  and  re- 
gret brought  a  nervous  fever,  which  for 
fome  time  huiig  upon  me  \  my  fitua- 

tion 
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tion  was  ercry  moment  occurring  to  my 
mind,  andaffliAed  it  with  pangs  which 
nothing  but  thoie  of  guilt  could  excecd.^ 
I  was  under  the  ncceffity  of  revealing 
this  melancholy  circumftance  to  the 
two  female  domeftics  who  were  prefent 
at  my  marriage^  (one  of  whom  is  now 
my  woman,  and  the  other  my  houfe^ 
keeper  at  Clare^ille,)  and  concert  with 
them  the  means  of  concealing  it  from 
my  father.  My  illnefs  bad  in  a  great 
meafure  obliged  him  to  difpenfe  witfv 
my  attendance  in  his  chamber,  where 
I  was  often  unable  to  appear  for  leveral 
fucceflive  days,  by  which  means  be  was 
become  accuftomed  to  receive  his  me- 
dicines. Sec.  from  his  nurfe>  which  it  had 
before  been  my  conftant  office  to  admi- 
nifter.  I  was  a  little  beginning  to  re- 
cover from  the  difordcr  which  had  af- 
fefted  my  health,  when  at  the  end  of 
the  feventh  month  of  my  pregnancy  f 
was  delivered  of  a  daughter.  The  in- 
L  4  fant 
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hni  WIS  privately  carried  out  of  the 
Jiouie,  and  every  thing  fo  managed  by 
ftry  women  that  no  other  perfons  in  the 
£unily  fufpefted  the  caufc  of  my  ill- 
Ads;   and  having  fo  frequently  been 
accuftomed  to  keep  my  room  for  two 
or  three  days  together^  it  pajQTed  wholly 
unobferved  by  my  father,  who  believed 
I  had  the  beft  advice,  and  was  indeed 
too  much  difordered  in  his  own  health 
to  pay  any  great  attention  to  that  6f 
another. 

As  foon  as  I  could  leave  my  room,  aU 
my  attention  was  taken  up  with  the  care 
of  my  poor  baby  j  for  whom,  though  I 
had  but  once  folded  it  to  my  bofom^  but 
once  imprefTed  a  maternal  kifs  upon  its 
dear  lips,  I  had  inftin£tively  conceived 
the  molt  pallionate  fondnefs.  I  had 
direfted  that  a  wet  nurfe  fhould  be  pro- 
cured for  it,  and  every  thing  done  that 
could  make  it  amends  for  the  involun- 
tary ncgleft  of  its  unfortunate  mother. 

During 
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During  a  month  I  vifited  it  every  day ; 
Burne  always  went  with  me,  for  in  order 
effeftually  to  prevent  a  poffibility  of  the 
affair  being  made  known  to  my  father, 
ihe  had  told  the  nurfe  that  the  child 
was  her  own,  but  that  I  had  promifed 
to  be  its  godmother,  and  bring  it  up 
for  her  at  my  own  expence. 

During  thefe  vifits  I  was  forced,  while 
the  nurfe  was  prefcnt,  to  reftrain  my 
feelings,  and  behave  as  one  to  whom 
the  infant  was  almaft  indifferent;  but 
the  moment  fhe  quitted  the  room,  I 
would  give  a  loofe  to  the  tcnderncfs 
with  which  my  heart  overflowed  j  I 
would  prefs  it  to  my  bofom,  kifs  its 
foft  cheek,  and  weep  over  it  by  turns. 
I  had,  however,  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
it  thrive  ^  fad  as  I  could  hope ;  it  was 
my  refolution,  as  foon  as  I  got  to  Kng- 
I  and,  to  fend  a  nurfe  properly  attended 
to  fetch  it  over,  to  have  it  educated 
with  the  utmoft  care,. and  when  it  grie^w 
L5  up^ 
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|]p>  to  acknowledge  it  for  my  own>  and 
afford  it  every  advantage  which  I  had 
the  power  to  communicate^  or  nature 
had  given  it  a  right  to  claim.  In  pur« 
fuance  of  my  pretended  promife  to 
Burne^  i  had  it  chriftenad  after  the 
Dame  of  my  mother^  whofe  memwy 
was  extremely  dear  to  me^  tipoa 
which  occafion  I  made  a  pretty  large 
prefetit  to  the  nurfe,  in  order  to 
increafe  her  care  c^  my  little  darling, 
with  which  indeed  I  had  every  caufe  to 
be  fatisfied>  as  it  grew  very  faft^  and 
appeared  in  the  nioft  perfeA  health. 

In  this  promifing  ftate  it  was»  when 
a  fudden  inclination  of  my  father's  de* 
termined  him  to  fet  oyt  immediately 
vpon  his  return  to  England,  and  1  was 
forced  to  tear  myielf  from  the  little 
creature  who  was  become  de^er  to  me 
than  life.  This  was  not  effc^ed  with* 
outexceilive  pain,  many  paflionate  tears> 
and  tender  care&Si  and  when  I  im- 

prefied 
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prefled  the  laft  kifs  upon  its  fweet  lips^ 
a  cold  (hivfering  feized  my  heart,  which 
inftantly  communicated  itfelf  to  my 
whole  frame,  and  which,  were  I  at  all 
inclined  to  fuperftition,  I  fliould  con- 
fidcr  as  a  (ignal  of  the  affitding,  irre- 
trievable lofs  I  was^  quickly  to  fuftain. 

Wc  were  fcarcdy  landed  at  Dovcr^ 
when  we  received  the  mod  uncxpcfted 
and  unwelcome  account  of  the  death  of 
my  brother,  which  was  a  fliock  I  was. 
hardly  aWe  to  fupport,  and  which  fa 
greatly  furprized  and  affefted  my  father> 
that  he  lived  but  a  few  days  after  he 
had  received  it.  During  this  fhort  time 
he  appeared  deeply  fenfible  of  the  va- 
nity of  human  greatnefs  and  ambition  ;. 
he  repeatedly  begged  my  forgivencfs 
for  the  pain  he  had  occafioaed  me,  and 
the  unkind  manner  in  which  hehad  fo 
.  often  treated  me ;  but  he  could  by  no 
arguments  be  prevailed  upon  to  alter 
the  refolution  he  had  made  with  regard 

10 
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to  my  lifter;  Co  that  having  made  a 
new  regulation  of  his  affairs^  I  found 
myfelf  at  his  deceafe  left  fole  heirefs  to 
his  great  fortune^  and  much  richer  than 
I  had  any  right  to  be. 

The  firft  care  that  occupied  my 
thoughts,  after  the  interment  of  my 
father,  was  that  of  my  poor  baby  -,  my 
heart  beat  with  impatience  to  behold  it 
again  5  I  did  not  lofe  an  hour  in  dif- 
patching  Burne  over  with  confiderable 
offers  to  the  nurfe,  if  ihe  would  con- 
fent  to  return  with  her  j  and  if  (he  ap- 
peared unwilling  to  accept  them^  it  was 
my  orders  that  fhe  fhould  inform  her 
to  whom  the  child  belonged,  and  pro- 
mife  her  whatever  (he  afked,  as  an  in- 
ducement to  her  removals  fori  feared 
that  a  change  might  afFedt  the  health  of 
my  little  darling,  which  I  valued  be- 
yond every  thing  elfe  in  the  world. 

I  cannot  defcribe  my  impatience  or 
anxiety  during  the  ^bfence  of  Biirnc. 

At 
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At  the  time  when  I  fuppofed  Ihe  was 
upon  her  paffage  back,  every  breath  of 
wind  alarmed  me,  and  my  fancy  pre- 
fented  to  me  every  pofllble  accident  that 
could  befal  a  traveller  either  by  land  or 
water,  I  counted  the  days  and  hours 
till  the  time  of  her  expeded  return, 
when  I  hoped  to  receive  my  little  tre'a- 
fure  once  more  to  my  fond  heart.  I 
rcfolved  to  inform  my  friends  and  rela- 
tives of  the  imprudence  I  had  been 
guilty  of,  to  have  the  dear  infant  nurfed 
in  my  own  houfe,  and  to  make  her  the 
folace  and  care  of  my  remaining  life. 
Judge  then,  my  dear  Mifs  Maitland, 
what  was  my  difappointment,  my  an- 
guifli,  when  my  woman  returned  with 
the  melancholy  information,  that  the 
iweet  little  angel  had  died  in  convulfions 
three  days  after  I  left  it. 

I  will  not  pain  your  feeling  heart  by 
attempting  to  defcribe  what  mine  en- 
dured I  it  had  fixed  its  whole  hopes  of 

comfort 
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comfort  upon  on<  dcgr  objeftj  and  its 
difappointmcnt  was  inexpreflibly  af«- 
fliftivc. 

Soon  after  the  lofs  of  my  infant^  I 
faw  in  the  public  prints  an  account  of 
the  death  of  Lord  Belford>  which  was 
in  a  few  weeks  fuccecded  by  that  of  his 
eldeft  fon ;  and  fliordy  after^  I  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  deprived  of  my  be- 
loved lifter,  whofe  friendfhip  had  been 
my  greateft  confolation  under  all  mj 
dtftrefles;  though  I  never  made  her  ac- 
quainted with  the  principal  ones  I  had 
endured^  fearing  to  involve  her  hufband 
in  a  quarrel,  which  would,  I  knew,  be 
the  certain  confequence  of  his  being 
informed  of  the  ill  uiage  I  had  received* 
As  for  the  prefent  Lord  Belfbrd,  I  have 
never  beheld  him  (ince  I  diicovcred  the 
villainy  of  his  conduft  towards  me; 
Soon  after  the  death  of  my  father,  he 
employed  a  common  friend  to  requeft 
that  I  would  admit  him  once  more  into 

my 
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my  prcfencc,  afliiring.  me,  that  he  had 
fomethiog  tofay^which  would,  he  trufted, 
mollify,  if  not  entirely  remove,  my  re* 
fciument,  for  the  crime  I  believed  him 
to  have  committed  againfl:  me:  butl« 
abfolutcly  rcfufcd  to  fee  him;  declaring, 
that  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  remaining 
regard  for  him;  and  begging,  as  the 
laft  and  only  rcqucft  I  ever  (hould  make 
him,  that  he  never  would,  upon  any 
occafion,  appear  in  my  fight;  a  requelt 
he  has  carefully  attended  to ;  nor  do  I 
believe,  that  the  afiair  is  at  all  fufpeOed 
by  the  world,  or  known  to  any,  except 
thofe  who  were  prefent  at  my  marriage^ 
and  yourfelf,  the  only  perfoo  to  whora 
it  ever  was  by  me  related.    * 

Thefe,  my  dear  Mifs  Maitland,  arc 
the  circumftances  which  have  robbed 
my  youth  of  its  chearfulnefs,  and  ftiU 
continue  to  cloud  my  day  of  life  with 
a  deep  and  painful  regret  of  which  my 
mind  is  unable  to  diveil  itfelf. 

The 
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The   tears    of  our   heroine  flowed' 
apace :  fhe  kifled  the  hand  of  her  re  - 
vered  friend;  and,  in  a  voice  broken 
by  her  emotions,  exclaimed.  Oh !  that 

•  I  were  that  daughter !  that  it  were 
in  my  power  to  foothe  your  regrets  i 
You  do  foothe  them,  my  dear,  lovely 
girl,  (anfwered  Lady  Frances;)  you 
are  my  daughter  j  the  adopted  child  of 
my  affeftions.  I  know  not,  had  my 
own  been  fpared  to  my  hopes,  whether 
I  could  have  loved  her  more  than  I  do 
you.  .  Juliana  could  with  truth  have  re- 
plied, that  fhe  was  far  dearer  to  her 

,  than  (he  to  whom  nature  had  obliged  her 
to  pay  the  external  refpedt  due  to  a  pa- 
rent ;  but  a  fepfe  of  duty  never  Avould 
permit  her  to  mention  her  difapproba- 
tion  of  a  mother's  charafter  or  condufti 
She  fpoke  of  her  as  fcldom  as  poflible, 
and  never  but  upon  trifling  and  general 
occafionff,  which  admitted  neither  of 
praifc  or  blame  j  but  flic  was  delighted 

to 
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to  hear  Lady  Frances  fpeak  of  the  late 
Sir  George  Maitland  and  his  brother^with 
both  of  whom  fhe  was  well  acquainted, 
as  two  of  the  worthieft  of  men^  and 
could  have  liilened  to  feveral  little 
anecdotes  flie  related  of  them  for  ever ; 
her  mind  dwelling  with  an  inexpreflxble 
fatisfafkion  upon  the  thought,  that  flic 
had  one  parent  for  whom  flie  had  no 
cauie  to  bluQi ;  but  from  whom,  on 
the  contrary^  flie  derived  honour,  and 
had  a  right  to  that  beft  inheritance,  un- 
derftanding  and  virtue. 

It  is  then  that  time  appears  to  move 
mofl:  fwifty,  when  its  even  tenor  leaves 
no  trace  upon  the  memory,  by  which 
its  parts  may  be  fcparated,  and  an  ac- 
count kept  of  its  progrefs.  Thus  Lady 
Frances  and  our  heroine,  though  they 
were  entirely  without  what  is  called 
amufement,  found  the  fortnight  they 
Ipcnt  together  pafs  infenfibly  away,  be- 
fore half  of  it  feemed  to  be  elapfed ; 

and 
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and  when  a  card  arrircJfroni  Mardant- 
Place^   to  inform  Mifs  Maitland  that 
her  mother   and  the  family  were  re-, 
turned,  ihe  received  it  as  the  difturber 
of  a  fweet  repofe,  which  fhe  could  al- 
moft  have  wiflied  fhopid  never  have 
been  broken ;  at  leaft  fhe  would  have 
wifhed  to  have  been  awakened  from 
the  dream  of  friendlhip  and  rationality 
by  fomething  more  iAterefting,  tha5  a 
return  to  the  <:ommon  forms,  common 
objefts,  and  common  ideas  of  ordinary 
life. 
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Ia  Fm  Volumes,  Twelves,  Price  i  as.  6i*  fevred, 

JUVENILE 
INDISCRETIONS. 

I 

**  We  are  intcrcfted  in  this  Talc,  and  by 
many  artlefs  and  pleafing  ftrokes  the  heart  is 
engaged,  and  the  attention  led  away  captive* 
-—The  chara<^rs  are  well  drawn,  and  the 
change  of  fortune  equally  unexpected,  aa  well 
as  pleafing. 

**  This  ftory  is  one  of  thofe  in  which  we 
are  always  interefted,  as  the  chara£ters  art 
Copied  from  Nature." 
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A      NOVEL      OF      MERIT, 
in  Two  Volumes  Twelves,  Price  5s.  fewed^ 

HENRIETTA 

O     F 

GERSTENFELD. 
A    German    Story. 

Opinion  of  the  Reviews  on  the  First  Part 
of  this  Work, 

*'  The  ftory  as  far  as  it'  goes  is  well  told^  the 
reflections  are  judiciojis,  and  the  moral  anexc^- 
tionable. 

**  In  the  fubftance  there  is  mach  merit :  Is  k 
in  cottfequence  of  our  common  anceftry  that  we 
feel  a  congenial  warmth  for  every  thing  of  Ger- 
man origin,  or  do  we  approve  of  their  writings 
becaufe  of  the  ftrong,  found,  good  {ta{e^  whicii 
is  obfervable  in  every  page  ? 

"  On  the  whole,  we  have  read  the  work  with 
lb  much  pleafure  as  to  induce  us  to  wish  for  the 
Continuation."  Critical  Review. 

'*  This  ftory  is  exceedingly  well  told." 

Review  of  Books. 

The  Publiflicr  of  this  work,  the  former  part  of  which 
has  been  received  fo  very  favourably,  as  ta  be  univerfiUf 
read  and  approved,  flatters  himfelf  the  PubUc  will  cxcufc 
the  delay  of  this  fecond  part,  which  has  arofe  from  foroe 
unforefeen  drcumftances.— 'He  however  prefumes  to  hope 
the  vKcoMMON  MXftXT  of  this  book  will  makesunep^s 
ibr  the  delay. 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

A    DISCOVERV* 

LADY  Frances  did  imtMCompsaiY 
Juliisma  to  Mordant=^PIacCj  fear- 
ing that  Lord  Belford  might  ftill  be  a 
goeft  in  that  family.  When  out  he- 
roine took  leave  of  her,  it  was  with  the 
expectation  of  feeingherno more, till flie* 
ihould  have  the  happinefs  of  receiving^ 
het  at  her  own  habitation^  as  Ihe  nnieant 
to  fet  out  the  next  morning  foi^  Clare- 
ville  ;  where  Ihe  had  appointed  ♦  Sir 
Charles  Hailings  and  a  few  other  friends 
to  meet,  andfpend  fome  weeks  with  her» 
hoping,  as  (he  informed  her  fair  friend/ 
Vol.  IV.  B  to 
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to  divert  the  mind  of  her  nephew  firom 
an  objecl  upon  which,  fhe  perceived 
with  pain^  it  was  too  apt  to  dwell. 

Juliana  was  received  by  her  friends 
zt  Mordant-Place,  much  in  the  man- 
ner (he  had  reafon  to  expeft,  except 
that  Lady  Maitland  appeared  to  have 
left  her  ill  humour  behind  her  at 
Stanton,  and  to  have  refumed  all  the 
obliging  affedation  of  tendernefs,  with 
vhich  fhe  ufed  to  treat  her;  but  if 
this  was  more  agreeable  to  her  than  the 
reverfe,  the  behaviour  of  Lord  Belford 
was  more  particular,  and  far  more  prc- 
fiiming  than  it  had  ever  before  been ; 
and  would  have  rendered  her  fituation 
extremely  difagreeable,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  comfortable  confideration,  that 
it  would  continue  but  a  few  days. 
The  very  fight  of  the  Earl  was  now 
become  an  object  of  averfion  to  her; 
tjie  injured  Lady  Frances  was  blended 
with  every  thought,  in  which  he  had  a 

ihare, 
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ihare,  and  changed  his  fine  perfon^ 
wit,  and  politenefs,  into  fomething 
more  difgufting  than  deformity,  dul- 
nefs,  or  vulgarifm.  She  found  that 
Mifs  Mordant  was  not  yet  returned, 
haying  taken  a  little  round  with  Mifs 
Windfor,  her  brother,  and  Sir  George 
Maitland,  who,  they  informed  her,  met 
them  at  the  races,  and  was  coming  to 
fpend  fome  time  with  them  at  Mor-  . 
dant-Place. 

The    following  day  they  arrived. 
The  two  ladies  in  the  higheft  fpirits, 
and  Sir  George,  rather  more  animated 
than  was  ufual  to  him.    The  pleafures 
of  the  pafk  fortnight  were  dwelt  upon 
by  Mifs  Mordant  and  her  friend,  with 
particular  delight;  Mifs  Windfor  fe- 
veral  times  repeating  that  they  wcrefo, 
charming  a  party!    neither  one  too^ 
many,  or  too  few,  and  that  the.addi-, 
tion  or  diminution  of  a  fingle:  perfon. 
would  quite  have  fpoiled  it.    Except 
B  2  Sir 
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Sir  Cliarlfi*  Haftiiigs,  (cried  Mift  Mor- 
dant}) wc   JMgbt  have  fparcd  him, 
<widMot  foflRmog  ora«h  &«»  ^  *^" 
fence,  for  I  don't  bdievc  the  po«  man- 
fpoke  three  words  dmiag  the  whole 
w«d&    I  think,  (cried  Lady  Maithnd) 
it  was  ottremely  rode  of  him  to  Ica^e 
us  a*  Stanton,  under  the  pretence  of 
an  engagement  to  his  annt,  inftead  of 
attending  ns  upon  our  excurfion,  as  he 
voluntarily  promifed  to  do.    Oh,  Mife 
Maitland  was  to  have  been   of  the 
party  then,  (cried  Albert;)  we  mayr 
thank  her  for  his  promife  of  coming 
With  us  at  all.     I  always  thought  him 
ffopid,  (faidMifsWindfor.)  I  take  Mm- 
tb  be  a  man  of- very  little  tafte  or  di£. 
cemment.    He  would  dfe  have  difco- 
vercd  the  pcrfcaions  of  his  fair  neigh- 
bour before  this  time,  (faid  Lord  Bel- 
vibrd,  with  a  fmSc  not  whoDy  freeirom 
fetire  j)  as  he  has  fliown  fuch  a-(*ant  x)f 
both  upon  this  occafionj  we  will  not 

-     fuppofc 
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fuppofe  he  can  poflefs  them  on  aby 
other.  I  think  Sir  Charles  Hafiings 
both  a  fenfible  and  pleafiog  man,  (faid 
Mrs.  Mordant;)  and  I  cannot  help 
fulpeftiag  fome  little,  fecret  partiality 
lurks  in  Mifs  Maltland's  heart,  or  flie 
never  could  have  refufcd  fo  accom- 
^pliflxed  alover. ,  ^ 

Sir  George,  who  had  before  only 
addrefled  a  fliort  common-place  how- 
do-ye-do  compliment  to  Juliana^  now 
turned,  and  viewed  her  with  fome  at- 
tentipn ;  aaul  in  a  few  moments,  carc^ 
jefsly  rifingfrbm  his  &ai,  and  throwing 
^himfelf  -upon  %  foh^  which  was  dofb 
to  the  chair  on  which  ihe  fat,  he  told 
her,  he  was  charged  with  many  re- 
membrances from  their  friends  at  Furzes 
Hill.  I  fliall  fo  foon  have  the  pleafure 
.pf  feeing  them,  (anfwercd  Juliana)  that 
it  is  needlefs  to  inquire  after  more  than 
their  healths.  I  hope  not  foon,  (oried 
Mrs.  Mprdant ;)  we  fhall  not  confent  tb 
B  3  part 
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part  with  you  a  great  while  yet.  Next 
week,  (replied  Juliana)!  muft  take 
leave  of  you ;  I  have  abfolutely.  pro- 
mifed  Mrs.  Maitland  to  return  at  that 
time.  But  I  don't  believe  you  will 
perform  your  promife,  my  love,  (faid 
Lady  Maitland ;)  at  leaft  you  muft  firft 
hear  what  1  have  to  fay  to  you,  and  if 
your  time  is  not  other  wife  deflined,  I 
will  requeft  half  an  hour  of  your  com- 
pany in  my  dreffing  room  before  din- 
ner, when  I  hope  to  induce  you  to 
alter  your  prcfent  determination.  Ju- 
liana bowed  an  afTent,  though  certain 
that  it  would  require  more  eloquence 
than  her  Ladyfhip  ppffeffed,  to  perfuade  ^ 
her  to  remain  at  Mordant-Place  longer 
than  Ihe  had  already  appointed. 

Sir  George  faid  he  was  extremely 
unfortunate  in  always  lofing  her  com- 
pany ;  but  hoped  he  fliould  foon  re- 
turn to  his  mother's,  when  he  trufted 
£be  would  afford  him  the  enjoyment  of 

her 
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her  fbcicty.  He  talked  of  Furze-Hill, 
of  Mrs.  Maitland,  of  her  School,  in 
Ihort  he  talked  of  every  thing  he 
thoilght  would  be  moft  agreeable  to 
her,  and  their  converfation  continued 
fo  long,  that  Mifs  Mordant  was  vifibly 
uneafy,  and  Mifs  Windfor  difpleafed. 
Albert  whifpered  his  fifter,  that  he 
feared  her  Baronet  was  in  confiderable 
danger;  adding,  I  am  not  fare  that 
nature  has  incommoded  htm  with  a 
hoart ;  but  if  his  coufin  ihould  happen 
to  take  his  fancy  now  after  all,  it  would 
be  really  provoking*  Good  man,  (cried 
Mifs  Mordant)  do  addrefs  thy  wit  to 
fomebody  that  admires  it.  Go  and 
talk  to  Lady  Maitland,  ihe'U  laugh 
with  thee  at  any  time. 

Albert  then  arofe,  and  feating  him- 
fclf  on  the  other  fide  of  Juliana,  told 
her,  he  was  very  forry  to  hear  the  bad 
news.  What  bad  news  !  (faid  ijie  with 
a  look  of  attention.)  Have  not  yoti 
B  4  heard^ 
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1^3ri,  {icrmtztd  he)  that  all  (he£i|gfe 
lifis?  in  irc  coantiy,  from  the  age  of 
f  m^iir::  tc  tint  of  forty,  have  joined 
L:  pTsf^rrki::  aVill  of  iDdidment  at  the 
i:-ar  cuirt^r  idnoa,  againft  a  perfon 
ct  tLe  iLi3ie  of  Joliana  Maitiand? 
T!iii  15  bii  ccws  indeed,  (replied  ihe, 
ir^izL^  ;^  bet  pray  what  is  her  ciime  ? 
She  b  accincd  of  nothing  le(s*than  the 
£3  cf  witchcraft,  (afifwered  Albert ;)  of 
c£r.^  certzin  words,  and  looks,  and 
od;v  cagTcal  charms,  by  wbich  fhe 
IVicces  the  hearts  <^  lii  who  converfe 
vi:h  her  J  unlawfully  robbing  other 
li^iies  of  tlidr  lovers,  and  leaving  them 
to  {^ne  away  in  envy  and  defpair. 
ThciT  is  not  the  leail  doubt  of  the  fads 
being  well  efiabliflicd ;  and  if  the  jury 
i$  a  female  one,  you  have  no  chance  of 
efeaping.  I  have  nothing  but  my  inno- 
cence to  trufl  to,  (replied  our.  heroine) 
of  whkh  almoft  every  one  I  have  conn 
Ttrfed  with  can  witnelsj  which  cer- 
tainly 
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tauily  is  no  fmall  comfort  s  f(Mr,  <^  aH 
deaths,  burning  would  be  among  the 
laft  I  would  willingly  choofe.  Why 
to  be  fure,  (re|^ed  Albert)  it  is  rather 
honourable  than  defirable,  and  yet 
there  is  no  avoiding  deftiny  s  which  is 
the  reafon  that  fo  many  hon^  men 
come  to  the  gallows.  If  talking  nODr- 
fenfe  were  held  criminal  inlaWj  Lknow 
who  wonld  qujckly  be  there,  (cried 
Mrs.  Mordant,  with  afmile^)  If  it 
were  criminal  in  law,  (anfwered  Al- 
bert) I  will  maintain  it  to  be  e]9:cel}ellt 
inphyfic;  Without  it  h^f  the  worW 
would  die  of  fpleen  and  va^pourp  ;  theve 
is  nodiing  fo  ftupifying  as  fenfe ;  ftntff , 
foher  fenfe  for  ever.  A9  he  i^ak«  thefe 
words,  a  large  i?at,  of  whkh  Lady 
Maitland  ws^  very  fe»d,  leaped  frow 
the  Ibfa,  upon  wjfeick  it  had  been  deep- 
ing, and  w^s  walking  >ci}afs  the  r<H^> 
when  Albert  cjmght  hi«n  ap,  »ot  .v«y 
tenderly^  cryiftg,  Oh,  Tflm^  yW  *^ 
B  5  I  have 
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1  have  not  had  a  little  converfation  a 
great  whUe;  come,  have  you  forgotten 
your  exercife  ?  Saying  which,  he  began 
to  teach  the  animal  to  jump  over  his 
hands,  with  which  he  formed  a  bar  for 
that  purpofe.     Be  quiet  Albert,  (cried 
her  Ladyfhip)  you  arc  never  eafy  but 
when  you  are  teazing  that  poor  crea- 
ture ;  I  believe  you  have  a  particular 
*lpite  againil  him.      It  would  not  be 
furprifing,(anfwered  Alberc)if  I  (hould  j 
all  the  world  knows  that  he  is  my  pro- 
feffed  rival,  and  that  he  is  treated  with 
•a  degree  of  favour  and  indulgence  to 
'Which  I  dare  not  afpire ;  if  you  treated 
us  both  alike^  I  flipuld  bear  it  with  pa- 
tience; but  you  never  take  me  upon 
your  lap,  and  kifs,  and  ftroke  me,  and 
.  call  mc  dear  fweet  creature.     Strange 
'Vwctch,    (cried  Lady  Maitland)   but 
'  ceme,  let  Tom  go.    There's  nothing 
•ib  troublefome  as  thefe  grown  boys, 
(faid  Mife  Windfor ;)  they  have  all  the 
,    ..  '  ia 
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ill  tricks  of  the  young  ones,  and  one 
can't  beat  them. 

Lady  Maitland  then  rofe,  and  aftk* 
fome  fcolding,  half  in  jefi^  half  in  ear*- 
neft,  releafed  her  favourite,  from  the 
hands  of  his  tormentor,  and  taking  him 
under  her  arm,  quitted  the  room,  giv- 
ing Juliana  a  look,  fignifying  a  wilh 
that  ihe  would  folllow  hen 

Oar  heroine  felt  no  great  inclination 
for  a  lefture,  by  which  ihe  knew  it  was 
impoffible  for  her  to  profit.  She  how- 
ever arofe,  and  followed  to  her  Lady- 
ffaip's  dreffing-room,  where,  as  foon  as 
fhe  entered,  being  requefted  to  (hut 
the  door  and  fit  down,  ihe  obeyed^ 
and  a  few  moments  paiTed  in  filent  ex-- 
peftation  of  what  was  to  be  the  fubjeA 
of  their  conference ;  though  of  that 
ihe  had  not  much  doubt,  any  more 
than  of  the  reproaches  and  pafiion  in 
which  it  was  likely  to  end.  More  thaa 
3  minute  pafled  in  a  kind  of  doubting 
B  6  paufe^ 
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paufe^  wlven  Lady  ^aitlapd^  fjzixfe  ap 
pearing  to  know  how,  or  where  to  bcr 
gin,  addrpfled  her  mtk  aloo^R ^Qconi- 
moiUy  fcrious. 

I  thinks  (faid  ihe)  Qiy  dear  Juliaaji 
is  convinced  that  I  lovfs  her  with  thp 
utmoil  degree  of  fondQiers  j  J  hope  ihp 
is  ieniible  that  fqme  dvity^  as  >$^ell  sus 
asgratitude>  i^  due  to  »  mpj^f^r^  $tn4j 
that  both  together  will  inftupnf  e  iier 
in  an  afiair  upon  which  I  h^y^  fe$  loy 
whole  heai:t :  you  know  I  me^n  yowf 
—My  dear  madam,  (interrHpted  Jur 
liana,)  pai^don  me  for  preiumipg lo  re- 
ply, .without  attending  tp  whgt  yp^ 
were  about  .to  fay,  hut  permit  pie  tp 
intreat,  that  you  will  :iiot  r^p^jLt  a  re- 
queft  with  which  I  have  already  de- 
clared it  is  not  iiU  my  power  ^o  cpm- 
ply,  without  violatmg  every  fenfe  of 
•honour  and  reftitude.  Givp  me  leave, 
^once  for  all,  to  declaim,  jtbat  I  y/oxA^ 
rather  die,  than  mwr/  X«K«l  B$]^;rd  J 

And, 
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And^  io  fmt  then^fetei'  pall  every  re- 
m^iwug  dAubt^  I  >$fill  vieature  to  m- 
iotm  you,  tk^t  both  my  heart  ^nd  pro- 
:ii}iieare  engaged  to  another,  and  to 
hope  th^  you  will  favour  my  choice 
Hath  your  approbation.    Now  the  fe- 
cret  13  out !  (crkd  iier  Ladyfliip,  with 
far  nicMr/B  compofure  than  Juliana  ex- 
ppflied.)    Aiul  £o  you  preftmie  to  hope 
tiiat  I  will  jcqafeiil  to  your  fnarriage 
with  a  youag  fellow  who  has  nothing 
to  rficoakSDisnd  him  but  a  tolerable  pe?- 
ioa,  and  as  intolerable  afTurance,  and 
that  tfaje  great  ibxtune  you  expecl  fiiall 
be  equajly  .divided  betwMn  the  (bns  of 
a  i^oman  I  Itat^  and  dd^ife  I  It  is  very 
pofixble,  that  youtmay  hate  Mrs;  Mait- 
land»  madam,  (anfwered  our  heroine.) 
Merit  is  often  an  objeft.of  averiion; 
but  file  is  a  charaAer  which  it  is  in  no- 
body's power  to  defpifc.     We  will  not 
difpute  that  point  at  prefentj  (anfwered 
Xadjr  Maitbnd.)  I  tell  you  once  morc> 

that 
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that  I  hate  her,  nor  will  I  ever  confent 
to  your  marriage  with  her  favourite 
fon.     Had  Sir  George  and  you  liked 
each  other,  upon  certain  conditions,  I 
might  have  permitted  the  match  to 
take  place.     He  is  a  man  of  faihioii. 
But  Henry!  the  very  counterpart  of 
his  mother,  except  that  he  is  a  little 
handfomer,  which  heaven  knows  may 
eafily  be.    His  refemblance  to  one  who 
has  been  more  than  a  mother  to  me, 
(replied  Juliana,)  is  the  ftrdngeft  re- 
commendation he  can  well  poflefs.  Par- 
don my  fincerity,  madam  1  but  I  do 
not  think  that  either  the  duty  or  gra- 
titude I  owe  to  you,  demands  the,far 
crifice  of  my  happinefs  and  honour, 
both  of  which  I  muft  wholly  give  up, 
could  I  prevail  upon  my felf,  from  mean, 
and  ihamefully  mercenary  motives,  to 
♦beftow  my  hand  upon  a  man  who  is 
not  merely  indifferent — ^who  is  inex- 
prefiiUy  difagreeable  to  mei   and  I 

Ihould 
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fliould  greatly  injure  both,  Ihould  Ire- 
fufe  it  to  ohe  who  inherits  every  good 
and  amiable  quality,  for  no  better  rea- 
"fon,  than  becaufe  he  does  not  poffefs 
that  of  which  I  have  already  more  than 
enough. 

Don't  be  too  fure  that  you  have  fuch 
mighfy  abundance,  (cried  Lady  Mait- 
land.)  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
my  pow^r  extended  further  than  you 
imagined;  I  will  now  inform  yon 
wherein  it  confifts.  Know  then,  that 
I  can  at  pkafure  deprive  you  of  every 
pretence  to  fortune  or  confequence, 
A  word  from  me  would  render  yon 
Triendlefs  and  a  beggar. 

Juliana  was  filcntfrom  furprize;  and 
-the  pofitive  calmnefs  with  which  thefe 
words  were  pronounced,  for  the  firft 
time  Infufed  into  her  mind  a  doubtfut 
nefs  of  her  own  fecurity.  Will  you 
-(continued  Lady  Maitland,  raifing  her 
voice  to  an  authcnritativi!  pitch)  marr^ 

^'      ^  Lord 
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Lord  Belford,  or  rdSohreto  encounter 
the  misfortones  your  folly  and  per- 
YciTcncts  draw  upon  you?  Once  for 
all,  then,  (rej^ed  Juliana,  in  a  fieady 
voice)  I  will  not  marry  Lord  Belford. 
I  will  fooner,  to  ufe  your  own  word^, 
be  friendleis,  and  a  beggar.  It  is  well, 
.(replied  I^dy  Maitlamd;)  lienceforth 
then  be  botb)  for  Imow  that  you  ane 
pot  the  dau^^iter  of  Sir  George  Mait- 
jand,  that  you  are  no  chfldof  mine. 

Juliana  fiarted.  Hie  cplourruihed 
into  her  cheek,  2X^  was  infiaatly  f^c- 
ceeded  by  a  d^dly  pa]eo^«  Her 
iknowledg?  of  the  fp^aker's  charedter 
made  no  actioq,  for  which  any  nu>tivp 
ipf  vanity  ^r  revenge  could  beaQigned, 
appear  improbs^lf  •  Hi^  Mart  never 
|iad  sick^wledgod  ibe  tender  ties  of 
4)iial  love,  and  f<ifi|i^  t9  require  np 
pfoaf  tj^at  mpre  thap  a  npainal  con* 
fya^gwuty  ha4  Q«ver  ipb^OKd  becweeii 
alN^.  But  if  4Klirw»  fffj^tthedai^b- 
$  ter 
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ter  of  Sir  G^oi^e-Maidand,  what  and 
who  was  ihe?  This  Ihe  trembled  to 
aik  i  when  flie  attempted  to  fpeak,  her 
vjoice  faltered  j  and  the  dreadful 
words,  —  friendlefs  a;nd  a  beggar,-r- 
feemed  to  vibrate  in  her  ears. 

You  are  furprized,  (faid  her  Lady- 
fbip)  it  is  a  fhock  you  might  have 
avoided.  Had  you  a^ed,  as  became 
lay  daughter^  you  never  fliould  have 
Jtnown  that  you  were  not  fuch.  I  told 
you  my  power  over  you  was  greater 
.than  you  beiievedi  you  now  feel  tliat 
it  is  foi  for  upon  my  wiflritidqpends 
«)2irheth^r  you  ihaU  continue  to  poflTefs 
J;he  adv^nt^ges  you  have' hitherto  ea« 
joyed,  and  the  large  fortune,  which 
in  a  few  months  will  be  your  own,  of 
become  a  poor  foiilorn  creature,  with- 
out name,  confequence,  or  a  fingte 
guinea  to  fccure  a  place  wherein  to 
ihelter  yourfelf.  Good  heaven,  (at  laft, 
.exclaimed  Juliana,r«;ov.^ring  from-thje 

amazement 
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amazement  which  had  occafioned  her 

filence)  what  motive,  what  inducement 

—•I  will  tell  you,  (replied  Lady  Mait- 

land  with  great  unconcern  :)  I  have 

already  faid  chae  I  hate  Mrs.  Maitland; 

my  averfion  to  her  was  once  much 

ftronger  than  it  now  isi  to  mortify 

and  difappoint  her,  would  have  alone 

been  motive  ftrong  enough  to  induce 

me  to  undertake  any  thing  which  was 

not  attended  with  danger  to  myfelf ; 

but  I  had  ftill  a  further  view.    A  fmall 

difference  had,,  for  fome  time,  fubfiftcd 

between  my  hulband  and  myfclf,  as 

there  was  reafon  to  believe  that  he 

would  not  live  long,  and  I  knew  my- 

felf  to  be  but  flenderly  provided  for, 

my  father  having  too  eagerly  feized  a 

kind  pf  half  offer  of  marriage  made 

to  me  by  Sir  George,  to  ftand  upon 

fcttlements.     I  thought  it  was  neccf- 

fary  to  do  fomething,  in  order,  if  pof- 

fiblc,  to  reconcile  myfclf  again  to  his 

affedions; 
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affe^ions ;  and,  if  pofiiblc,  in  part,  re* 
cover  the  influence  I  once  had  ovet 
him.  I  thought  the  beft  way  of  ef- 
fecting this,  was  to  perfuade  him-  that 
he  was  a  father ;  and  a  convenient  cir- 
cumftance  occuring,  I  completed  my 
defign,  and  fo  intirely  impofed  upon 
him,  that  he  never,  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  fufpected  the  deception  I  had 
pradlifed.  My  whole  dependence  did 
not  reft  upon  Sir  George's  returning 
afFeflion ;  I  built  my  hopes  of  advan- 
tage equally  upon  the  influence  a  mo- 
ther naturally  pofleffes  over  the  mind 
of  a  daughter,  by  which  I  hoped  to 
Ihare  the  fortune,  of  which  it  gave  me 
fo  mucLpleafure  to  deprive  the  Mait- 
lands.  The  niainner  in  which  Sir  George 
leftryou  to  the  care  of  his  fifter-in-law, 
in  a  great  meafure  defeated  the  latter 
part  of  my  expectation  during  your 
minority ;  but  I  will  now  tell  you  what 
they  are,  as  likewife  upon  what  terms 

yoa 
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yoa  may  ftill  contiaUe  to  poffds  both 
raok  and  affluence,  even  beyond  what 
the  real  daughter  of  Sir  George  Mait- 
land  could  have  had  a  right  to  exped. 
I  need  not  fear  your  divulgiag  my  fe- 
cr€t»  (continued  her  Ladyihip)  it  beii^ 
of  more  than  equal  importance  to  your- 
felf ;  I  ihaU  thereforip^  without  re&nre, 
tell  you  in  what  manner  I  have  ad36d, 
-what  I  intend  to  do,  and  what  it  w|ll 
be  neceffary  £3r  you  to  do. 

It  has  long  been  my  refdiution,  as 
foon  as  you  came  of  .age,  to  inform 
you  of  yaupteal  birth^  to  let  you  know 
how  intirely  you  depend  tipcya  me  for 
the  enjoyment  of  your  large  £Drtune, 
and  to  demand  fuch  a  ihare  of  it  as 
t^ould  make  me  eafyin  my  circum- 
ftances.  This  was  noy  intention ;  but 
.the  genemfity  of  Lord  Belforii  mdrdy 
altered  them.  He  offered  to  fettle  half 
your  income  upon  me  &)r  life,,  if :I 
would  prevail  upon  you  to  become  his 

wife# 
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vrife.    This  was  more  thatt  I  had  tbc 

leaft  thought  of  obtaimng  froffir  yon; 

two  thou&nd  pounds  a  year  being  thc^i 

utmoft  extent  of  my  hopes  j  yott-  wiH; 

not,   therefore,    woiider  that  I  hatve* 

tried  fo  eailiefll^to  perfuade  you  to* 

the  match,  as  it  wbuld  not  only  have^ 

fecured  me  fisch^  an  adKlfeion  to  my 

jointure,  but  fived  me  the  di&grec*^ 

able  neceflity  of  this  explanation;    V 

muft  next  infortti  you,  that  Lord  B&^ 

ford  is  now  acquainted  with  the  a^air; 

and  fuch  is  his  great  Idve  fbryoii,  thafc* 

he  is  willing  to  overlook  the  meannefS' 

of' your.Wrth,  to  receive  yod  for  his 

wife,  and  give*  yott  the  intire  difpofal 

of  the  other  half  of  your  eftatei  out 

of  wfiichyou  may  affign  whatever  pen- 

lion  you  judge  pi^eper  to  yote  father' 

and  mother,  and  ffl^nce  the  few  other 

other  pierfons  who- are i  privy  t<>  the  ft- 

cret.     Surely,  yxni  ought  nM  only  ta 

feel  grKtktkde,  botUytoveone  whoex* 

prefles 
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eipreflc8  fo  uncommon  an  affeflibti 
for  you.  At  all  events,  it  will  'be 
pn^r  that  you  fliould  put  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  it,  for  you  have  now  no 
choice  left,  but  chearfully  and  thank- 
fully to  give  your  hand  to  Lord  Bel- 
ford. 

Yes,  madam,  (cried  Juliana)  I  have 
another  choice  left ;  that  of  embracing 
my  original  obfcurity,  and  relinquifli- 
ing  a  iituation  in  life  which  I  have  no 
right  to  fill,  and  a  fortune  which  has 
ahready  been  too  long  detained  from 
its  rightful  poffeffors. 

Hark'e,  Juliana,  (faid  Lady  Mait- 
land)  this  is  no  time  for  quixotifnu 
You  cannot  ferioufly  think: of  giving, 
up  a  fortune  which  is  fo  ncceffary  to. 
you  ?  Do  you  confider  what  you  will 
be  ?  I  would  rather  be  any  thing,  (cried 
our  heroine)  than  an  impoftor,  a  com- 
mon cheat.  Whit  enjoyment  could 
fortune  ^prd  me,  vken  evqry  con- 

venience 
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▼enicncc  it  procured  would  but  re- 
preach  me  with  the  guilty  means  by 
which  I  obtained  it.  The  guilt  of  ob- 
taining it  was  not  yours,  (anfwered 
Lady  Maitland)  and  therefore  need  not 
give  you  any  difturbance.  i^ut  it 
would  become  mine,  (replied  Juliana) 
ihould  I  confent  to  contune  the  impo- 
iicion,  which  I  never  will  do,  be  the 
confequence  to  myfeif  what  it  will. 
But  tell  me,  madam,  (continued  fixe) 
fincc  I  am  not  your  daughter,  to  whom 
is  it  that  I  owe  my  birth  ?  You  are  the 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Martin,  (anfwered 
her  Ladyfliip.)  Of  Mrs.  Martin,  (re- 
peated our  heroine. faintly.)  Yes,  of 
Mrs.  Martin,  (returned  Lady  Mait- 
land,) but  that  is  of  little  importance  j 
if  you  will  allow  her  a  trifling  falary, 
ihe  will  never  molell  you.  It  is  ftill 
in  your  power  to  fpend  the  reft  of  your 
life  in  the  fame  eafe  and  elegance  with 
which  you  have   hitherto  been    ac- 

cuftomed 
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cirftomcd  to  Ihre.  Nay,  with  additional 
fplendor,  foi;  Lord  BeMbrd  is  the  mi8ft 
geiterous  of  men;  yoti will  have  the 
.  entire  command  of  his  immenfe  for- 
tune. I  have  already  told  yom*  Lady^* 
flrip,  ^plied  Juliana)  that  were  I  pioor 
and  dependent,  I  would  not  reKeve 
myfclf  out  of  fo  unpleafant  a  fituation 
by  a  violation  of  every  facred  duty, 
and  as  fuch  I  ihould  regard  a  marriage 
with  a  man  I  can  neither  love  or  cftecm. 
I  hav^  now  a  painful  opportunity  of 
proving  to  you,  that  what  I  then  fpoke, 
were  the  real  fentimcnts  of  my  heart ; 
and  that  the  principles  of  right,  which 
I  imbibed  in  the  days  of  eafe  and  hap- 
pinefs,  I  have  refolution  to  praclife  in 
thofe  of  adverfity. 

You  are  furely  not  fo  loft  to  reafon 
and  common  fenfe,  (cried  Lady  Mait- 
land,  with  an  alarmed  countenance) 
as  to  difcover  what  will  completely 
ruin  you  ?  I  wfll  do  what  I  ought  (re- 
plied 


dbyGoogI*e 


plied  Juliaaa)  bethcconfequenccwhat. 
it  may.  You  atbonilh  me  (exclaimed 
her  Ladylkip)  do  yeu  confider  to  what 
a  wretched  fituation  your  foUy  will 
reduce  you  ?  I  know  to  what  fituatida 
guilt  will  reduce  mcj  (anfweredouthc^ 
toine)  and  to  avoid  that^  1  willeib* 
counter  ^very  difficulty  into  which 
fkiendlefe  poverty  can  plunge  me. 

Had  the  diiSiculties  into  which  Ju- 
liana's icrupulous  adherence  to  the 
ftraight^  but  too  often  thorny  path  of 
rcftitudc,  were  likely  no  plunge  her, 
been  aUXady  Maitland  had  to  appre- 
hend from  a  discovery  of  the  fhame- 
ful  i«)pofition  file  had  pradifed,  ihe 
would  have  cared  very  little  about  the 
matter.  But  the  k&  of  her  jH^mifed 
four  thoofand  pounds  a  year,  and  fiiU 
more,  theeonfeqisences  Ihe  had  to  dread 
from  the  refencment  of'  her  late  huf^ 
band's  x-elatkms,  were  fericus  confide- 
rstioi^.    For  even  ftotsld  Sk  Ocgrgc, 

Vol.  IV.  C  with 
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with  whom  flie  had  always  lived  upon 
terms  of  intimacy,  and  over  whom  her 
relations  had  confiderable  influence^ 
be  generous  enough  to  pardon  the  in- 
jury ihe  had  intended  to  do  him^  the 
afiair  would  inevitably  be  known  to 
all  the  world ;  and  h6w  fhould  ihe  be 
able  to  fliow  her  face,  after  having  com- 
mitted ah  a^on  of  which  it  was  the 
intereft  of  every  family  of  fortune  in 
Ac  kingdom  to  exprefs  a  pointed  di& 
approbation.  On  thefe  accounts  fiie 
endeavoured,  to  the  very  utmoft  of 
her  power,  to  perfuade  our  heroine  to 
keep  the  whole  a  fecret,  and  accept 
the  fplendid  offers  made  her  by  Lord 
Belford.  But  finding  that  ihe  was  not 
to  be  prevailed  upon,  that  ihe  was 
actually  preparing  to  leave  the  room 
with  a  profeffed  intention  of  writing  a 
note  of  informaition  to  Sir  George 
Maidand,  ihe  fuddenly  ilopped  her; 
Hold,  Juliana,  (faid  ihe)  if  you  are  not 

abfolutdy 
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I  have  now  to  propofe,  I  have  fo  long 
affe&ed  to  love  you  as  a  daughter,  that 
I  have  conceived  for  you  a  real  tender^ 
aefs,  and  fliall  be  very  unhappy  to  fee 
you  ftripped  of  every  expedation  you 
have  fo  long  entertained,  and  turned 
Sfito  the  world,  without  knowing  how 
CO  provide  for  even  the  common  ne« 
cefl^es  €i£  kfe.    As  a  proof  of  this 
affedion,  I  will  not  only  promife  to 
preferve  the  fecret  of  your  buth  invio« 
late  I  but  will  give  tip  your  /naniage 
with  Lord  Belford*   and  conient  to 
thatwi&Mr.Maitland.  By  this  means 
the  family  ^U  be  deprived  of  no  part 
of  what  belongs  to  them,  it  will  only 
be  divided  between  the  brothers,  which 
will  be  nmch  better  than  giving  the 
whole  to  one;  thus  you  may  efcape 
the  misfortunes  which  threaten  you, 
without  the  finalleft  vidation  o{<your 
O  a  prin- 
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principles^   and  render  both  yourfetf 
.and  the  man  you  love  happy. 

Juliana  paufed.  Never  was  tempta* 
tron  fironger,  never  did  it  prefent  St- 
jGdf  in  a  form  more  ddufive.  To  ef- 
cape  from  diftrefs  and  danger  on  one 
liandv  and  to  fecuire  all  that  (he  had  ever 
locked  forward  to,  as  happinefs,  on  the 
other.  She  paufed,  but  it  was  only 
for  a  moment*  N6  fooner  did  the  idea 
of  impoiition  and  injuftice  prefent 
;themfelvtes  to  her  mind>  than  her  vir- 
.tuous  heart  ceje&ed  them  with  abfaor« 
rence.  Ah,  how,  (exclaimed  fhe)  ihall 
I  dare  to  give  my  hand  to  a  worthy 
and  amiable  man,  under  a  Hditious 
name  and  charafter  ?  Howfliould  I  en*, 
rdure  his  exprelSens  of  gratitude  and 
tcndcroefs  ?  How  fltould  I  bear  the 
eyes  of  Mrs.  Maitiand?  How  retura 
her  cardSfes,  6r  thofe^of  my  dear  Mary  ? 
Would  not  my  confufi6n  betray  the 
tfeeret  that  lurked  in  my  guilty  heart  ? 

Yes, 
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Yesy  that  confcious  guUt  would  poifon 
every  fource  of  pleafure,  and  carry 
wretchednefs  into  the  bofom  of  do- 
meflic  felicity* 

It  was  in  vain  that  Lady  Maitland  • 
endeavoured  to  reafon^  or  ridicule  her 
out  of  thefe  opinions,  they  were  fixed 
too  deeply  in  her  foul  ever  to  be,  re- 
moved ;  her  pure  mtind,  unfpotted  by 
<the  habits  which  a  longer  acquaintaxKe 
'with  the  world  too  often  renders  fami^ 
fiar,    retained  its  native  quick  fiaife  of 
ndce  and  virtue  -,  and  to  avoid  the  one,  • 
and  embrace  the  other,  were  to  it  in* 
Itiiiftive,  and  required  not  a  train  of 
reafonings  to  fix  its   determinations. 
She  had  no  fooner  reached  her  own 
s^rtment,  than  a  fummons  to  dinner 
arrived  -,  but  requefting,  in  a  meffage  * 
to  Mrs.   Mordanr,  to  be  excufed,  on 
account  of   indifpofition,    which   Iha 
might  well  plead,     her  whole  frAme 
being  difordercd  by  the  agony  of  her 
C  3  mind^ 
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mind,  flie  fat  down,  and  in  as  few 
words  2M  the  occafian  would  admit, 
informed  Sk*  George  Maitland  of  the 
difcovery  flie  had  juft  made  j  intreated 
his  pardon^  and  that  of  his  family, 
for  the  innocent  imposition  fhe  had 
been  guilty  of,  and  intirely  refigncd 
to  him  all  precenfions  to  her  prefent 
poiTeilionSi.  as  well  as  thofe  fhe  expeded 
to  pofiefs.  The  moment  fhehadfiniihed^ 
the  rang  the  bell,  and  her  maid  appear* 
in'gj  gave  the  letter  into  her  hands, 
direding,  that  it  fiiould  immediately  be 
Xent  to  the  Baronet. 

No  fooner  was  her  maid  retired,  than 
throwing  herfelf  upon  a  fofa,  fhe 
clafped  her  hands  tbgether,  and  look« 
ing  up  with  fervor,  indulged  for  a  mo* 
ment,  the  triumph  of  a  heart  confcious 
of  its  own  reditude.  But  though  hu* 
manlty,  fuppor^ed  by  religion  and  vir- 
tpe,  may  endure  calamity  with  firm- 
neis  and  refignation;  vanity  and  en« 

thufiafm 
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thuliaim  alone  can  give  it  the  power  of 
exulting  in  itr  A  fhower  of  tears 
which  fell  from  the  lovely  eyes  of  our 
heroinej  and  the  fighs  which  feemed  ta 
burft  from  the  very  bottom  of  her 
heart,  acknowledged  the  weakness  of 
the  nature  to  which  that  heart  did  fo 
much  honour ;  and  ihe  was  fitting  in 
a  melancholy  reverie,  out  of  which  ifc' 
is  probable  her  own  refolution,  would 
not  quickly  have  roufed  her;  when 
fome  one  tapped  gently  at  the  door. 
She  rofe  in  a  kind  of  hafty  confufion^ 
as  one,  who  is'fuddenly  awakened  from 
a  profound  ileep,  and  advancing  two 
or  three  fieps  towards  it,  flopped,  as 
if  afraid  to  go  further ;  but,  upon  the 
fignal  of  deiired  admittance  being 
again  repeated,  flie  recoUefted.herfelf 
fufficiently  to  open  it;  when  with 
much  concern  and  foftnefs  in  her  afpefty 
Mrs*  Mordant  entered. 

C  4  Juliana 
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Juliana  felt  every  thing  but  the  con* 
fiifion  of  guilt  5  but,  the  kind  forrow 
which  Mrs.  Mordant  expreffed  for  hei 
misfortune,  and  the  applaufe  flie  be- 
ftowcd^  upon  her  uncommon  refolu- 
tion  and  virtue,  in  giving  up  fo  much^ 
rather  than  confent  to  the  continuance 
of  an  impolition,  which  was  fointirely 
unfufpeftedj  and  might  therefore,  have 
been  carried  on  with  6>  much  fafety; 
%y  degrees  removed  the  uneafy  fenfa- 
tftons,  which  her  prcfencc  at  firft  occa- 
fioned  J  and  flie  felt  confiderable  com- 
fort from  her  aflurances  of  continued 
inendftip,  and  every  affiftance  and 
confblation  in  her  power  to  give. 

When  fhe  had  by  degrees  foothed, 
and  in  fome  meafure  recompofed,  the 
mind  of  our  heroine,  (he  proceeded  to 
inform  her,  that  Lord  Belford,  fo  far 
from  feeling  his  attachment  to  ker 
weakened  by  the  change  in  her  cir- 
caimftances^.  was  mort  in  l^flfhan  ever, 

anc 
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and  had  commiffiotied  her  to  offer  any 
terms,  that  might  induce  her  to  blefs 
Km  with  the  hand  he  had,  fo  long 
fought  in  vain.     She  then,  proceeded 
to  exprefs  her  admiration  pf  his  Lord- 
ihip's  conftancy  and  generofity,  both 
oF  which,  fhe  fajid,  were  very  uncom- 
mon in  men  of  his  rank  and  fortune,  , 
who  having  every  day  the  choice  of  fp 
many,  feldom  made  themfelves  uneafy 
about,  or  took  piuch  trouble  with  any 
one,  however  great  her  beauty  or  ac- 
complifhnoients ;  and  concluded,  with  '■- 
dieclaring  her  hop^  that  fo  much  lover-,  • 
like  merit,  would  make  a  fuitable  im- 
preflion  upon  a  heart  fo  generally*  juft  r 
and  grateful  as.  her's,    and  that  flie; 
would  permit  her  to  carry  back  a  fa- 
vorable anfwer  .to  ^  the  Earl,  who  was 
then  waiting  for  it  with  impatience. 

Our  heroine  hefitated.    A  tboufand  ^ 
thoughts  took  pofleflion  of  her  mind, 
as^^it  were  in  the  feme  moment*  ^  She  :: 
C-5  was 
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was  poor^  fhe  was  friendlefs ;  the  ilte- 
gitimate  ofispring  of  a  woman,  whofe 
manners  ihe  difliked,  and  whofe  under* 
ftanding  ihe  defpifed,  and  whofe  morals 
Ihe  detefted.  Of  the  only  man  ihe 
ever  could  love^  ihe  muft  now  think 
no  more ;  for  ihould  he  even  be  ge- 
nerous enough  to  overlook  the  altera- . 
tion  in  her  circumflances  and  iituacion^ 
and  offer  to  fulfil  the  engagement  he 
was  under  to  her,  it  would  be  hec, 
place  to  convince  him  that  fhe  deferved 
his  affe^Hon,  by  fteadfly  refiifing  what 
would  fo  much  debafe  and  injure  him. 
"  There  was  but  one  way,  one  poffibla* 
way  left.  In  the.  tide  of  countefs,  her 
want  of  name,  her  diihonour  would 
be  loft,  and  Ihould  fhe  live  to  hear  that 
of  dowager  added  to  it — This  thought 
was  almofl  flealing  through  her  mind, 
before  its  improper  tendency  was  de- 
tefted  ;  but  a  fudden  recolJe£lion  dif- 
played  it  at  once  in  its  proper  light, 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HBNRT  AKD   ISABBLLA.         35 

and  it  was  banilhed  with  averfion«  At 
the  £une  inilant  the  idea  of  Lady 
Frances  Seward^  and  the  cnid  treat- 
ment ihe  had  received  from  this  i^ci- 
ous  inan,  prefented  itfdf  before  ha. 
Ton  will,  Qo  doubt,  madam,  laid  ihe, 
(addreffing    Mrs.    Mordant)    greatly 
blame  me,  for  declining  the  aparently 
generous  propofalj  now  made  me  by 
LcHrd  Belford ;  but  in  anfwer  to  it,  be 
good  enough  to  aflc  him,  if  he  has  a 
fight  to  make  it|  and,  this  I  prefume^ 
will  be  a  fufficentone.    Mrs.  Mordant 
ufed  many  arguments  to  perfuade  her^ 
to  what  file  thought  fo  greatly  to  her 
advantage ;  but  finding  her  abfolutdy 
againft  it,  ihe  aiked  in  what  manner 
Ihe  intended  to  difpofe  of  herfelf,  and 
whether  (he  thought  of  returning  to 
Furze-HiU. 

Never!  never!  (exclaimed  our  he- 
roine with  fervor)  never  will  I  again 
behold  it  or  its  de^ff  inhabitants*    Ah^ 
C  e  little 
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ItUe  did  I  think,  (contlmaed  fiie,  the 
tears  flowing  faft  down  her  lovely  face) 
little  did  I  think,  when  I  laft  embraced 
them,  that  we  were  parting  for  ev«-. 
And  why  &ould  y  o«  part  for  ever,  (feid 
Mrs.  Mordant  s)  as  you  are  perfedly 
innocent  of  all  intention  to  injure  them, 
you  have  a  right  to  expert  a  continua* 
don  of  their  friendihip,  and  the  exer- 
tion of  their  good  offices ;  I  neither 
doubt  of  their  frieodihip,  <xr  goodnefe, 
(replied  Juliana)  i  rather  fear,  that  th^ 
would  wifli  to  do  more  for  me,  than  I 
ought  to  accept.  This,  however,  I 
will  not  put  to-  the  proof.  The  ac- 
€ompli(hment8  that  I  have  acquired  as 
amufements,  may  now  anfwer  a  more 
important  purpofe,  that  of  gaining  an 
independent  fubfiftence;  and  I  am  de- 
termined, that  neither  pHde  or  indo^ 
lence  fliall  prevent  my  afting  properly 
'  in  the  new  charafter  I  am  to  afiume 
and  fupport.  If  that  is  your  refolu- 
.    ^::^^^^    c  tioOi 
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ttotiy  (anfwered  Mrs.  Mordant)  I  ma^ 
perhaps  be  of  ufe  to  you.  About  fifty 
sdiks  drftant  from  hence  there  is  a  fa* 
Hiily  related  to  Mr.  Mordant,  who 
have  requefted  me  to  inquire  for  a  go* 
vef  nefs,  t^.fuperintend  the  education  of 
Aeir  daughters.  If  you  choofe  taun^ 
dertake  the  talk,  I  will  recommend 
you  in  fuch  terms  aa  fliall  fecure  your 
jrcception. 

A  femily  who  lived  at  a  greater  di^ 
tance  from  Mordant- Place,  wduldhave 
been  more  defirable  to  our  hercnne  5 
but  flie  had  ho  choice,  and  inftairtly 
TCfolved  5  that  faMe  pride  (houtd  not  di- 
vert her  fteps'  from  the  path  of  duty, 
however  thorny  and  uneven  it  might 
be.  She  thanked  Mrs.  Mordant  for 
her  friendly  propofal,  and  begged  flue 
would  fevor  her  fo  far  as  to  write  im- 
mediately, it  being  her  wifh  to  remove 
that  very  afternoon.  She  was  how- 
ever^  perfuaded  to  give  up  iuch  an  in- 
tention. 
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tention,  as  it  was  already  drawing  to- 
wards evening  I  and  Mrs.  Mordant 
promifed  to  have  a  letter  in  readinefs 
for  her^  as  early  in  the  morning  as 
would  be  agreeable  to  her.  She  then 
informed  her^  that  Sir  George  was  in« 
tirely  reconciled  to  Lady  Maitland, 
with  whom  he  had  promifed  to  appear 
at  all  the  public  places  next  winter ; 
dfid  that  he  ezprefled  great  pity  for  lier, 
declaring,  that  if  his  mother^  brother^ 
and  fifter  were  inclined  to  do  any 
thing,  he  would  willingly  conti|bute 
to  her  fupport. 

Juliana  fmiled  through  her  teai9» 
but  it  was  a  imUe  rather  of  difdain  than 
approba,tion,  or  gratitude.  I  will  be 
obliged  to  nobody^  (faid  fhe)  for  my 
fppport^  while  I  am  able  to  procure  it 
myfelf.  Should  the  time  arrive  when 
I  am  no  longer  fo,  I  will  then  thank 
Sir  George  for  his  offered  kindnefs. 
Do  you  not  mean  to  fee  your  mother  i 

(faid 
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(faid  Mrs.  Mordant.)  If  you  choofc 
to  pay  her  a  vifit  before  you  go  to  the 
Grove^  (the  houfe  of  Mr.  Mordant's 
relation)  the  chariot  is  at  your  fervice^ 
and  her  houfe  U  not  more  than  a  three 
hours  drive  from  hence*  If  ever  it 
ihould  be  in  my  power  to  be  ufeful  to 
her^  (anfwered  our  heroine)  I  will  fee 
her ;  but  if  it  is  left  to  my  own  choicCy 
upon  no  other  occafion.  I  cannot  think 
that  any  other  kind  of  duty  is  due  from 
ine ;  and  what  have  I  to  expeft  from 
fuch  a  mother?  But  I-**!,  (hefitated 
file)  had  a  father.  I  could  not  aik 
I^dy  Maidand.  Do  you  kfiow  ma- 
dam ?  I  am  forry,  (replied  Mrs.  Mor- 
dant) that  I  am  able  to  give  you  fo 
mortifying  an  account.  I  aiked  the 
queftioUy  juft  nowi  in  hc^ies  of  hearing ; 
he  was  at  leafi  a  gend^nan;  but  to  myr 
furprife  was  told^  that  Mifs  Henly  had 
the  folly  to  fall  in  love  with  a  hand*  « 
fome  footmso»  who   attended  upon 

Lady 
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LadyMaithnd,  and  that  Ibe  was  yrar 
father.  Nay,  I  wffl  tell  you  all,  t^at 
knowing  the  truthy  yoii  may  aft  as 
your  own  good  fenfe  iball  direct  yott. 
Before  the  affair  was  fufpefted,  Jones, 
(for  that  is  his  name)  was  difmifled  by 
Ae  lateSir  George  for  drunkenneis.  He 
has  fince  been  turned  out  of  Several 
families  for  the  fame  fault,  not  with- 
out confidcrable  caufe  to  fu^pe^i:  hb 
honefly,  and.  is  now  waiter  at  a  imall 
Inn  on  the  London  road. 

JuKana  ftrove  to  fmile.  I^e  ftrug- 
gkd  to  rife  fuperior  to  the  enmity  of 
nature  and  fortune ;  but  the  cSort 
was  too  great  for  her  weakened  fpirits, 
ihe  funk  back  on  a  ioht,  and  fainted 
away.  Mrs.  Mordant  was  greatly 
alarmed,  £he  rang  the  bell  with  vio^ 
lence,  and  a  fervant  appearing,  ordered  . 
fame  hartfliom  and  waterto  be  brought, 
and  the  houfekecpcr  to  come  up,  ad- 
ding,  tdlr  her  that  Mifi'  Maitland  is 

very. 
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very  iM.  The  meflenger  had  fcvrce  re- 
turned wit^  the  ordered  reftorative, 
before  the  whole  company  out  of  the 
parlour,  who  had  heard  the  report  of 
Juliana's  indifpofitiou,  partly  excited 
by  pity,  and  partly  by  curiofity,  en-^ 
tered  the  apartment.  Mrsr  Mordant 
gently  rubbed  fome  of  the  fpirit  upon 
her  temples,  while  the  houfe-keeper 
endeavored  to  get  a  fmall  quantity 
mixed  with  watw  into  her  mouth. 
Their  efibrts  wwe  it  laft  fuccefsful, 
(he  lighed  deep,  and  opened  her  lan- 
guid eyes  $  when  the  firft  object  which, 
prefented  itfelf  before  them  was  Henry 
M^tland. 

His  cheeks  were  pale,  and  his  locks 
fixed  upon  her  with  the  moft  anxious 
tendemefs.  The  moment  (he  beheld 
him,  the  blood  rufhed  into  her  cheeks, 
and  the  expreffion  of  her  eyes  fuddenly 
thanged  froai  languid  infenfibility,  to 
furprife  and  pleafure:  fliefiarted  up, 

and 
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0^  guying  hiqi  her  Jian4,  which  be 
ci^iady  kifiedy  I  kno:nr,  (faid(he)you 
«K  come  to  deliver  me  out  of  all  my 
troubles;  every  body  elfe  torments, 
but  you  will  pity  me.  \  will  domore, 
(cried  Hem-y,  in  an  agony,  obferving 
the  unuAial  wildnefs  in  her  fine  eyes  \) 
I  will  admire,  proted,  love  you  for 
ever!  As  he  fpake  thefe  words  ihe 
feemed  to  recover  her  recoUedion,  and 
.  withdrawing  her  hand  from  his,  and 
applying  it  to  her  forehead,  funk  upon 
the  fofa  in  a  fliower  of  tears. 

Mrs.  Mordant  then  began  to  inquire 
how  flie  did  \  her  example  was  followed 
by  Lady  Maitland,  who  appeared  quite 
at  ^aie,  and  unconfcious  of  being  the 
bafe,  cruel  author  of  her  misfortunes. 
Mifs  Windfor  and  Mifs  Mordant 
feemed  preparing  to  exert  what  they 
cfteemed  an  equal  degree  of  politenefsi 
when  Henry,  obferving  how  much 
their  prefence,  and  infulting  pity  di£* 

compofedL 
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eompofed  her,  begged  they  would  re* 
tire,  and  permit  him  to  fyeak  afew 
words  to  her  alone.  Mrs.  Mordant  wav 
immediately  going;  but  Lady  Mait«^ 
land  afluming  an  air  of  confequence, 
faid,  Ihe  thought  it  by  no  means  pro- 
per. That  Mrs.  or  Mifs  ^Mordant 
were  fitter  to  be  left  with  her,  if  they 
would  be  good  enough  to  undertake 
the  difagreeable  talk  of  reafoning  with 
her,  upon  the  folly  of  fretting  about 
what  could  not  be  remedied.  Henry, 
cafiing  upon  her  a  look  of  fevere  con- 
tempt, anfwered,  that  the  lovely  un- 
fortunate before  them,  was  no  longer 
a  part  of  her  concern ;  adding,  go  and 
enjoy  the  thought  of  having  injured 
the  moft  perfeft  of  human  creatures  to 
the  very  utmoft  of  your  power  j  leave 
the  remainder  of  her  life  .to  take  its 
courfe  under  another  influence,  you 
have  exerted  yours  to  the  utmoft. 


In 
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In  fpite  of  Lady  Maithnd's  nnfecl- 
ing  foHy,  a  blufli  deepened  the  rouge 
upon  her  checks  j  but  inftantly  banifh- 
ing  a  fenfibility  which  was  unnatural 
to  her,  (he  replied,  that  they  might  do 
as  they  pleafed,  with  all  her  heart  j 
and  with  an  aflfeded  tofs  of  her  head 
quitted  the  room.  Mrs.  Mordant  theor 
recommencEng  a  little  more  hartihom 
and  water  to  Juliana,  and  faying  fhe 
hoped  to  hear  of  her  being  very  fooit 
quite  well,  walked  after  her,  Mife 
Windfor,  and  Mifs  Mordant  were  con* 
ftrained  to  follow  their  example ;  but 
the  former  calling  upon  our  heroine,  a 
look  of  fatirical  difdain,  faid,  no  doubt 
file  would  foon  be  better,  having  got  fo 
excellent  a  comforter. 

The  moment  they  were  gone,  Ju- 
liana prefled  Henry  to  follow  them. 
Leave  me,  (faid  flie)  I  intreat  you ! 
yourfricndfhip  to  me  is  now  improper  ; 
alas,  you  know  not  who  or  what  I  am ! 

i^eavc 
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Lea^  you^  «y  loVeiy  fricm!^  (ea** 
claimed  Henry ;)  ao>  neVer !  M^  iiti*« 
patience  to  fee  you  brought  me  here 
Ibme  days  before  that  upon  which 
you  had  kindly  ]»*omifed  to  aceompanjf 
me  homeb  Thi^  place  is  Q<>t  a  ftt  re^ 
fidencefor  you  5  ht  me,  I  conjure  you ! 
let  me  prevail  upon  you  to  return  with 
me  this  very  afternoon  ;  the  nights  are 
li^^ht  and  plea&nt ;  we  will  nM  ftop 
upon  the  road,  and  Aall  be  at  Vnns» 
HiH  before  the  fisimily  are  ftirring  in 
die  mtorning.  Return  to  Furze-Hill^ 
(acclaimed  Juliana;)  no>  no !  that  moft 
sever  be.  Sure  you  hsvt  net  heard 
of  the  chtnge.-^I  fee  no  diange  in  my 
charming  Juliana,  (cried  Hem-y  i);  nei» 
ther  Mrs.  Maitland  or  your  Mary  will 
fee  any.  Are  you  not  as  good,, as  fair, 
as  amiafele,  as  accompKihed,— Ah,  (in- 
terrupt^ flie)  but  where  is  my  for* 
tune,  my— Gone,  (retuwfed  Henry ;) 
btit  mi^  is  not  defpicabite,  and  I  know 

my 
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my  Juliana  can  be  content  without 
^endor.  Did  fhe  think  it  was  her  for- 
tune that  I  loved  ?  No,  (anfwered  fhe  s) 
and  were  I  ftiU  Juliana  Maitland,  I 
would  not  Icraple  to  ihare  your's. 
Tou  ihall  be  fo,  (cried  Henry,  kiffing 
ha  hand  in  a  rapture)  you  (kili  be  the 
slaughter  of  Mrs.  Maidand,  the  fifier 
pf  Mary,  and  the  beloved,  the  adored 
wife  of  your  haq;>py  Henry.  <%,  never, 
never  I  (replied  fhe)  never  witt  I  bring 
difgrace  upon  a  fiunily,  upon  perfons  I 
love  ffo  much.  You  furely  do  not 
know  the  particulars.— Tes,  yes,  (an^ 
(wered  he)  I  know  all  of  which  envy 
and  malice  itfelf  can  inform  me.  Of 
thb  you  will  be  convinced,  when  I  teH 
you  that  Mifs  Windfw  was  my  in- 
formed And  to  what  does  it  amount  ? 
Does  it  impute  to  you  a  fingle  fault  f 
Does  it  tami(h  one  of  your  excellen* 
cies  ?  How  then  can  it  alter  my  affec- 
tion ?  Do  you  think  my  motJier,  or 

liflcr 
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£{ler  mean  enough  to  be  influenced  by 
fuch  cirtuinftances  ?  Surely  you  know 
them  too  well.  Are  you  not  as  dear 
to  them  as  they  are  to  each  other? 
And  will  not  every  forrow  you  fed  be 
theirs  i  Tes^  my  adored  charmer,  we 
will  sdl  uiute  to  foften  and  efface  the 
impreilion  this  fudden  change  of  cir- 
cumftances  has  made  upon  your  rnmd ; 
and  it  ihall  l^e  the  ftudy  of  my  future 
life^  to  rrader  them  the  only  painful 
ones  you  ihall  ever  experience. 

Generous  1  worthy  Henry  1  (ex- 
claimed our  heroine ;)  but  it  is  no 
more  than  I  ought  to  have  expefted 
from  you.  Then  paufing  a  moment» 
Mrs.  Maitland,  (faid  flie)  is  not  yet 
acqusdnted  with  the  misfortunes  that 
have  befallen  me ;  will  you  return  to 
Furze-hill,  and  be  yourfelf  her  in- 
former? From  your  report  of  iheTC- 
ception  (he  gives  it>  I  ihall  know  how 
to  form  my  final  refolution.    I  will 

do 
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do  any  things  and  everjr  thing  you  re- 
quefit  (anfwered  he ;)  but  in  my  own 
opinion  a  letter,  with  whieh  I  will  dif- 
patch  my  fenrant>  and  which  you  fliall 
read  previous  to  its  being  feat,  will 
do  equally  well.  Nay9  better  i  for  you 
will  then  have  Mrs.  Maitland's  fenti-. 
mentsunderherownhand,uninfluenced 
fay  aay  thing  but  her  juftice  and  affec« 
tion*  I  have  a  particular  reafoni  (re- 
plied Juliana)  for  requefiing  that  you 
will  yourfelf  be  the  meflenger.  per- 
haps,  (continued  ihe,  bluihing)  I  do 
not  wifh  her  to  be  quite  tminfluenced. 
Henry  was  in  a  rapture*  He  joy^ 
f  ally  promifed  to  fet  out  immediately^ 
faying^  h^  would  travel  all  nig^,  and 
be  back  again  by  the  middle  of  the 
next  day.  To  which  our  heroine  re- 
plied, that  fhe  ihould,  by  no  means,  be 
fatisfied  with  fo  hafiy  an  an^er  from 
Mrs.  Maitland.  At  the  moment  you 
relate  my  dailreis,  (faid  Ihe)  pit^  may 

poifibly 
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at  leaft,  have  a  day  to  deliberate,  to 
View  the  affair  in  every  diff(?rent  light. 
H,  after  this,  I  receive  her  full  appro- 
bation^  my  heart  will  know  upon  what  - 
to  repofe  itfelf,  and  no  future  repent- 
ance will  cloud  the  tranfitory  funfliinc 
of  hsAy  detennination.  You  muft  not 
leave  Furze  Hill  till  the  morning  after 
to-morrow. 

Henry  ufed  many  arguments  to  in- 
duce her  to  confimt  to  his  return  th^ 
next  day,  but  flie  refolutely  perfifted 
in  her  requeft,  dechtring,  that  nothing 
le&  would  at  aH  fatisfy  her;  upon 
which,  after  many  intrekties,  that  flic 
would  be  chearful,  and  not  fuffer  un* 
pleafant  refteftlons  to  prey  upon  hef 
mind,  after  federal  times  going  to  the 
door  of  her  apartment,  and  once  as 
far  as  to  the  end  of  the  gallery,  and 
then  turning  back  to  renew  his  re- 

queft,  he  took  leavel     *  *^ 

Vol.  IV^  D  Upon 
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,  Upon  entering  the  parlour^  he  found 
Lady  Maitlanidy  Mifs  Windfor,  Mi& 
Mordant  and  Sir  George,  diverting 
themfelves  with  the  length  of  cbe  tete- 
a-tete  between  Henry  and  Mifs  Henly, 
as  they  now  affeded  to  call  our  he- 
roine.  Mrs.  Mordant  was  giving  the 
mortified  Peer  an  account  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  her  commiilion ;  and  Albert^ 
who  was  excluded  from  one  of  the 
parties,  and  had  too  much  good-nature 
to  enjoy  the  wit  of  the  other,  fat  alone, 
ruminating  upon  the  changes  and 
chances  of  this  mortal  life.  Upon 
Henry's  entering,  Mra.  Mordant  alked. 
Kim  how  he  had  left  his  fair  friend  ? 
She  is  perfeftly  compofed,  (replied  he :) 
Then  afluraing  a  very  ierious  air.  Let 
me,  madam,  (faid  he,  addrefling  Mrs. 
Mordant)  particularly  recommend  her 

o  your  attention  and  kindnefs.  She 
will  not^  I  fancy,  wiih  to  quit  her 
apartment  during  the  few  days  of  her 

continuance 
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continuaiacc  under  your    protedion: 
viiit  her  tbere^  I  Intreat  you^  and  do 
not  fuffer  her  mind  to  dwell  upon 
gloomy  objects.    Should  any  thing  but 
your  own  goodnefs  be  wanting  to  in- 
duce you  to  the  performance  of  fo 
pleafing  an  aA  of  humanity,  be  aflured 
you  will  confer  the  moft  lading  obli- 
gation upon  Mrs.  Maitland,  my  Mer, 
and  my  felf.     Mrs.  Mordant  aflured 
him  flie  would  omit  nothing  in  her 
power  tcif  confole  the  lovely  mourner. 
After  which,  aiking  Sir  George  if  he 
had  any  commands  to  Furze  £QU,  and 
taking  a  flight  leave  of  the  reft  of  the 
company,  hemounted  hishorfe,(whi^hy 
before  his  entering  the  room,  he  had 
ordered  to  be  got  ready,)  and  rode  off 
at  a  pace  which  exprefled  the  ardoue 
of  his  difpofition,  and  thefhrength  and 
impatience  of  his  affections. 

D2  CKAP, 
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CHAPTER     XXVII. 

A"  COUNTRY    gentleman's   FAMILY^ 

IN  puffuance  of  her  pnMnife  to 
Henry,  Mrs.  Mordant,  having  de- 
prived the  poor  Peer  of  every  hope  of 
iUcceeding  with  our  heroine,  as  foon 
18  the  ladies  removed  from  the  dining* 
parlour  to  the  drawing*rooin,  went  up 
to  her  apartment,  where,  inftead  of 
finding  her  overwhelmed  with  tlBic-* 
tion,  as  ihe  feared^  flie  behdd  her  bu^ 
fiied  in  placit^  her  clothes  ia  iier  tra« 
veiling  trtink,  a  taft:  flie  was  obliged 
almoft  wholly  to  perform,  herielf,  as 
her  weeping  maid  was  nearly  incapable 
of  giving  her  any  afliflance* 

Upon  Mrs.  Mbrdant's  entrance,  (he 
prefented  a  fmall  cabinet  to  her,  r&« 
quefting  that  (he  would  do  her  the  fa- 
vour to  have  it  fafely  delivered  to  Mrs. 

Maitland ; 
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Maithad;  adding,  that  &^  muft  take 
the  liberty  to  remind  her  of  the  letter 
of  recommeiidatioA  with  which  ^  fhe 
iiad  promifed  to  fumiih  her;  whiph 
flie  requeued  her  to  {H'epare  that  even* 
ing,  as  it  was  her  intention  to  deliver 
it  at  the'GroVe  before  noon  the  next 
day  J  ^nd  that  Ihe  fliouM  efieem  it  a 
very  partieutar  obligation,  if  Ihe  would 
keep  the  pkce  to  which  ihe  was  re* 
noted  a  feeret  flrom  Lady  Maithnd^ 
Lord  Belfbrdj  and,  if  poflH^le,  from 
every  oae  to  wholn  Ihc  was  known  % 
but  cfpeeially  from  Mr.  Maitland,  Thii 
Mrsw  Mordanfc  readily  and  poiitively 
promifed,  notbefti^  forry  to  find  fli6 
deired  to  conceal  herfelf  from  a  yotin^ 
msB  for  whom  fhe  had  a  confiderable 
regard,  and  whoffe  future  profpcfts  flic 
tiieught  would  be  greatly  hurt  by  a 
marriage  with  a  girl  who  had,  as  it 
ii€)W  appeared,  neither  fortune  or  family 
to  reeoffloiend  her. 

D  3  Haying 
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Having  arranged  every  thing  to  her 
iatisfacfcion,  and  received  her  letter 
from  Mrs.  Mordant,  of  whom  ihe  took 
a  very  kind  leave,  our  heroine  retired 
to  reft,  or  rather  ihe  lay  down  upcm 
her  bed.  H^  body  repofed,  but  her 
mind  was  agitated  by  ten  thoufand  un« 
eafy  refle^ons.  Sometimes  ihe  deter- 
mined to  ftruggle  through  every  diffi- 
culty  with  fteadineis  and  refdution,  to 
fupport  her  change  of  fituadon  with 
fortitude,  and,  what  flie  loft  in  for- 
tune and  rank,  to  regain  in  that  dig* 
nity  of  foul  which  enables  true  philo- 
fopUy  to  fuilain  adverfity.  Sometimes 
fear  of  a  world  to  which  ihe  was  fo 
much  a  ilranger,  would  make  her 
ihrink  back  from  llie  lincertain  contdl, 
and  ardently  long  to  repoie  herfelf  in 
the  arms  of  thofe  aear  friends,  who  ihe 
had  every  reafon  to  believe  would  kind* 
ly  ilretch  them  oii^t  to  receive  her.  Qa 
this  fide  of  the  quieiUon  love,  too>  was 

aft 
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an  eloquent  pleader.  Henry  Maitland 
was  one,  was  the  principal  of  thofe 
friends  to  whom  flie  ihould  be  fo 
|;reatly  <d>Uged.  Could  obligations  to 
ilMk  ever  be  painfull  or  opprefllve  ?  could 
file  not  r^urn  them  all,  more  than  re* 
turn  them  by  her  friendfliip  and  affec* 
tion  i  She  reprefehted  him  to  her  heart 
as.  the  worthy  rcftor  of  a  pleafant 
country  Ullage.  She  vfe wed  their  con* 
Tenient^  fnvg  parfimage;  their  garden 
Abred  with  every  variety  of  fruit  and 
vegetable;  ilie  accompanied  him  to 
vifit  his  poor  and  fick  pariihioners ;  flie 
leaned  upon  his  arm  as  they  walkiid  to 
church,  beard  him  perform  the  facred 
office  with  unaffected,  manly  devotion. 
She  &W  the  honeft  farmers  and  thdr 
ruddy  wives  and  daughters  flocking 
around  him  as  they  returned,  making 
their  Ttaftic  bows,  and  paying  him 
thanks  for  the  excellent  inftru&ions  he 
had  given  them,  while  the  poor  blcf* 
D  4  fed 
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fed  tbe  kind  fnen4  and  patson,  wbi^ 
while  he  pointed  out  the  way  tQ  hear 
ven^  and  taught  them  to  Jbcure  thf 
Jbappinefs .  of  a  fuihire .  life,  by  his  b^ 
jnevolence  and  a^v^  gQo4ne&>u¥^ 
.dered  their  prcfentjpilg^iivage  fi^ppavtv 
able.  Soinetiines  Mrsu  Maitland.an^ 
Mary  were  theif  vifiiai>to»  aad  fysM* 
tirnes  ihe.aud  hfr  Hfiii^y  weme  $«|ipo» 
rary  iidiaibiUnt?  of  Furae-  HUll^  » 

,  Fromitjbnfe  AveeC  inppMltary  dfl^ 
fioBSb  ihe  w^uld  fuAd^y  ttwal^r  41 
Hhe  kttatA'fmfcoi  her-ffoal  jOOOdstiQlli 
A  poor  (»<t^cafi,  wltlkout  fwtwc^  bt 
m\y$  or  eveKparmte whomfheeouU 
ilfckuowledge^  bot  with  t^e  deep  Unfli 
of  ^hwkoft  s^oiliy  confu&in  1  ShonUftf 
io  trud0  heiietf .  auKsig  t^ofe  who  \askf 
<ed  up  to  their  anceftors  with  oonfcioitf 
exttltatiorif  and  hoped,  to  tittntatiA  to 
tiieir  poftearity  the  honours^  and  rvinws 
they  had  receiv^ed  from,  dlem^  wodU 
not    her  children    dd^ift  h»%    and 

would 
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voijrid  fiot  all  thofe  who  loved  her  huf- 
V»d,  hoivever  their  afie^ions  might 
at  ppeicnt  overrule  their  judgment^' 
hereafter  look  upon  her  a&  the  perfon 
iferho  bsjud  flopped  the  rife  of  his  for* 
tttoes^  and  fixed  him  in  that  medio- 
onty  of  life,  which>  unfettered  by  fuch 
aoembaJTsiffingeAgagement^they  might 
bavte  iovedfiar  Above  i^  Nay,  generous^ 
and  a&cliCMilite  as  he  was,  might  he 
Iter  fometimes  &clretly  regreV  a  circum- 
ftaiicd,  which,  by  entangling  his  heart 
aod  honour  ki  the  misfortunes  of  ano 
ther,  had,  in  effe6^  rendered  them  his 
own  ^  She  would  not  put  his  love  to 
ib  fevere  a  trial.  She  would  fly>  for 
ever,  from  the  prefence  of  thofe  who 
could  nofl  increafe  berhappinefs^  but 
at  the  expcnce  of  their  own.  She 
would  alone  be  the  vidim  of  her  own 
intfrfbrtunes. 

kr  tla9  refolution  flie  arole  before 

five  o'tloek  the  following  morning. 

D  5  At 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


58         HENRY   AND    I8AB.ELLA* 

't 

At  fix»  accorduig  to  her  direfticmsy.a 
hired  chaife  and  pair  were  at  the  door; 
;^nd  about  fqur  in  the  afternoon^  ihfi 
arrived  at  the  Grove. 

The  houfe,  which  was  a  very  goqd 
one^  flood  in  a  low  but  pleafant  fitua?- 
tion.  It  was  almofl;  furrounded  by  a 
fiilie  navigable  river;  and  the  grounds 
beyond  it  riiing  every  way  in  a  gentle 
afcenty  formed  a  beautiful  amphi- 
theatre, which  had  a  peculiarity  ex- 
tremely pleafing  to  (;he  eye.  The  ap- 
proach to  it  was  through  a  fine  wood  i^ 
IP  pafiing  along  which^  you  caught 
f^veral  delightful  views  of  the  houjfe^ 
the  river,  and  furrounding  banks,  fe- 
vcral  parts  of  which  were  finely  wood- 
ed. Juliana  was  charmed  with  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  every  thing  about  hcrj 
h^r  mind,  naturally  fufceptible  of  pleaf- 
ing impreffions,  felt  relieved  of  half 
the  load  by  which  it  was  opprefled;  and 
ihe  looked  forwaid  with  a  certain  ex- 

p£datioA 
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peftatkm  of  fiflding  the  inhaUtants  of 
tius  fweet  retreat,  as  amiable  as  it  wag 
ddightfiil* 

When  the  diaifefiopped  at  the  door, 
ihe  eoquired  of  an  aukward.lraid  of 
footman,  if  Mrs.  Bmton  was  at  home, 
and  was  .anfwved,'that  he  could  not 
tell,  but  would  go  and  aik.  After 
wsuting  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he 
returned  and  told  her  ids  miftrefs  de* 
0red  to  knqw  what  bufineis  flie  had 
with  her;  uponwhieh  flie  gave  him 
Mrs.  Mordant's  letter,  requefting  him 
to  ddiver  that  to  his  lady,  and  it  would 
explain  the  caufe  of  her  taking  the  lU 
berty  of  waiting  upon  her.  In  a  few» 
minutes,  he  again  appeared,  and  de- 
liTered  bis  miftrefs's  compliments,  and 
a  requeft  that  flie  would  walk  in.  She 
was  conduced  into  a  very  good  par^ 
lour,  the  furniture  of  which>  thwigh 
not  modem,  was  handfome,  andin^ 
good  repair ;  the  only  thiii§  which  of^. 
D  6  fended 
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fcptdoi.  the  cyo  oiF  dto  hwmtf  m^ 
kvctsi  porttiaits^  vhidx  appc«ecitoiae» 
prefent  a  father,  mother^  and  cUkirmi 
every  one  o£  friiom  gires^.  reibmbied 
the  latter^,  and  each  otluxi.  aad  all 
wore  ia  their  coBittenances^  t^iemGlrka 
of  ftupidity^.  blend^  vtth  a  kind,  of 
vacant  pertnefi^  which  together^  was 
paurticutarly  difgufting.  JvBana  could 
not  belpu  wbndmiMi^^i  that  any  ooe 
ftonld^wifii  to  traafiait  fiicK  fitt:ea  to- 
pofteritry }  and  ardcntlry  to  hope,  that 
they  were  not  the  reprefeatatiTes  of  her 
intended  pupils^  Upon  this  iubjeft  her 
mind  w^s-employ^d  when  tbedoor  opea- 
cdyandMrs.JBurtonandherthreedaugh^ 
tcrs  entered^  at  the  firft  glance,  af- 
fijring  Juliana>  that,  they  were  a  part 
pf  the  originals,  from  whom  t^  facea. 
»pon  the  wall  were  copied* 

So>  Mifs,  Cfaid  Mrs.  Burton,  as  (he 

entered)  I  find  you  are  the  young 

perfon  my  muSxx  Mordant  has  ftnt  to 

J  he 
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i^ef^  tq  l>e  a  vtry  gMt«f|  pritty  iM^ 
id  body :  pray  wlMt  cap  yoQ  do  ?  1 
fi^ppofc;  you  caa  ^eak  French  ?  JMiaiisi 
fepU^>  tiiafc  if>  ^pop  Aibrs.  Mordaat'ft 
i;ecovu&en^a|tiqn^  fl>€^  tl^oagji^t  fit  to 
jhc^  the  yf^vng  Ia4i6»  VQflar  her  carej 
^  hoped  it  would  be  ip  her  power  tgr 
inftruA  tfaetn  in  ail  chafe  br^anch^s  o^ 
^du^tioii  wJlikb  are  gipneraVy  jl^oiig;h( 
9^ceSiiry,  a^oog  wlik;b  a  cofB{>eteat 
knowledge  of  .th<9  .Fifench  Ungwagfl[ 
vrovid  c€rtaHiIybf:i9<;li}d^d«  Canyooi 
4o  ii^l-*wqjrk  ^n^.fiAtM^oid^ry?  (faid 
IJitfrR.  3«>^0n}  and  tea^  th^oi  to*  write 
an  Jn»lian  haad?  Yqirwoor't  ^e  aogiya 
I  hffge^  (^pjtiiju^  fte^  feeipg  h«r  look, 
ferpriTed)  at  fiay:aik^n0  a  good  -maoy 
queftion&.  I  fuppofe  ypQ  .will  expe£)(^ 
to  be  paid  fpr  your  trouble  j  and  be* 
Coce  we  paxt  ivkh  ^i^  moaeyi  we  woiildt 
know  a  little  for  what.  And  pray^ 
maoia^  (cried  one  of  the  y^^n^  ladies) 

SI 
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h  not  ihe  ta  teach  us  to  play  upon  the 
fpinnet>  and  dance  the  minuet  De  tat* 
Cour  i  And  I  hope^  (exclaimed  ano- 
ther) (he  will  fhow  me  how  to  do  up 
my  hdiv  a  little  better  I  Mifs  James's 
governefs  has  taught  her  to  do  her's 
up,  juft  as  if  (he  had  had  a  French 
hair-drdTer.  Yes,  (rqoined  the  third) 
and  (he  has  taught  her  to  wa(h  gauze 
and  Hown,  lace,  fo  that  it  looks  for  all 
die  world  as  if  it  was  new.  Now  you 
know,  mama,  if  ours  can  learn  us  to 
do  fo,  it  will  (ave  almoft  as  much  as 
her  wages  come  to.  Who  gave  you 
all  leave  to  chatter  fo  faft,  (cried  Mrs. 
Burton,  angrily;)!  dare  (ay  Mrs.  Mor- 
dant would  not  have  fent  any  body 
but  who  is  proper.  She  is  a  very  civil 
woman,  and  I  like  her  well.  Yes,  (cried 
Mifs  Burton)  (he  looks  very  good* 
natured ;  I  like  her  a  vaft  deal  better 
than  Mifs  Hariand.  Oh' yes,  a  vaft  deal, 
(exclaimed  the  fecond  daughter,  whofe 

namye 
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mme  was  Peggjr)  Mi&  Harland  is  lb 
proad*    Wel!»  i£  (he  is  proud,   (sun- 
fwered  their  mother)  ihe  has  fomethuig 
to  be  proud  of>  fhe  is  a  Lord's  daugh- 
ter*   Oh,  to  be  fure,  (exclaimed  Mils 
Hannah^  the  youngeft  of  the  three  i) 
if  I  was  a  Lord's  daughter,  I  fliould  be 
proud  enough.    And  what  would  700 
haveto  beproudof,  (resumed  Mrs.  Bur* 
ton)itisnothankstoher  thatheis  aLcn-d* 
Pray  Mife^  (faid  the  eldeft,  addrd^ 
fing  Juliana)  do  you  thmk  coxifin  Bet(y 
Mordant  handfome?  She  is  generally 
tiiought  fo,  (anfwered  our  heroine^) 
Handfcmie !  (cried  Mrs.  Burton)  Ihe  is 
too  conceited  to  be  handfome ;  hand- 
fome is,  as  handfome  does.     Bciides^ 
all  coufin  Mordant's  efiate  is  fettled 
upon  his  fon,  and  his  wife>  though  ihe 
was  a  Lord's  daughter,  had  little  or 
nothing,  fo  that  coufin  Betfy  will  have 
no  gre^t  fortune,  and  then  what  does 
her  beauty  fignify  ?.  And  yet  how  fine 
ihe  dreifesy  (exclaimed  Mifs  Peggy ;) 

one 
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we  ^tfottld  tbiiif:  (H^  hud  mcmsf  tt 
pkoty  ais  dirt  01l»  dieirciaiiokncrar*' 
mg  people  by  tiitsis  dothes,  (aaedl 
Mi&  Barton  0  or  who  wjbuld  imfc  ihkJk 
thatMi&KeyiiQld  thoMiii  Whites 

lUid  great  fortunes^  andyet  everjr  hodf 
knoMS  dat  their  fatfcei^  caa  giye  them^ 
nothing  at  all.'     No^   that^  ^ertm 
enough,    (returxied   the  eldeft})   for 
if  M#.  White  could  have  givtn  Mifik 
Kaocy  tvro  thouCind  pbands^flie  would 
hare  been  mariied  to  l^^lj^ogmaa  oi 
the  HilK    What  b  that  to  yoti^  fAuy, 
(cried  Mrs.  Burton  j)  I  beg  yoii  won't 
let  your  tongues  run  at  flich  a  rate  ^ 
ydufUottid  be  tfatrfkfoli  that  youria^ 
tber  call  do  better  for  you ;  though 
to  (ay  the  truth  it  is  no  great  thanks  to 
him.    If  I  had  net  mamed  him  when 
I  did  he  would  have  been  no  better 
than  his  fieighbours,  tliou^h  now  verf 
few  of  tbem  can  couiit'  guineas  vn&t 
liin^     I  fancy  no^  indeed^  (cried  Mifs . 
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"P^gyi)  Ihmcj  t^tf  ftw  will  Jn«cnd 
to  k«  That  is  notdd^g  to  you»  (re- 
tameA  Mrs.  BurtoA  0  tf  you  sure  likely 
to  ha^e  a  ^od  iottwx,  you  fiiould 
try  to  Jfapoharrai  \f  cU^  and  learn  to  fpeak 
Bxmch^  and;  piiy*  oiv  the  mufic^  that 
you  may  l>e  £t  to  marry  a  gentleman, 
fcr  if  yotr  ever,  marry  any  thing  under 
a  geflileman,  your  father  will  nevcf 
.give  iifM  ^  Bof^i  CEorthiog./  vThotigli 
xftyJodiQrvas  a&ly.a  fitdj^ecfiery  ydt 
you  fee  I  learned  to  behave  myfdfl  and 
ib  married  aa  good^a  gentleman  afi  the 
beft  of  tkeou\  To  he  fure  I  had  money 
ia  pkmy^  apd  pJenty  of  money  noakos 
a.  getttkman  ac  any  time^  Then,.(&id 
JMifr  fiurtoa)  if  wc  vraa  to  marry  it 
man;  that  haa  plenty  of  money,  my' 
pi^a  vrould  not  be  angry  though  hie 
were  |iq£  a  geqdemaaiJ  No,  (replied 
]ier  mother)  [novided  lie  has  money 
«K>ugh  tQ  make  him  one.  v  Weil  bat 
-mstw  coffin  Moidaat  |ia8  £mt  us  a  ge^ 

vernefs^ 


d  by  Google 


€6        HKKUT  AND.  ISABBl*tAi 

veraefsy  (cried  Mifs  Pqggy)  we  ihall 
learn  to  behave  fo  as  to  marry  a  right 
gentleman,  and  that  will  be  betto'j 
won't  it  mama  7  Yes  to  be  furer  (an- 
fwered  Mrs.  Burton;)  but  dien  you 
muft  mind  her,  and  not  run  about 
like  imld  things  as  you  do  now.  See 
how  Hannah  pokes  her  head»  what 
gentleman  will  ever  like  her  if  ihe  does 
fq  ?  Then  turning  fuddenly  to  Juliana, 
fte  aiked  what  wa^pes  (he  expeded  to 
leoeivef 

Our  poor  heroine  was  too  thoroughly 
difgufied  by  the  foregomg  converia-* 
ttoa,  as  wdl  as  by  the  appearance  of 
Mrs.  Burton,  and  her  daughters,  to 
have  continued  an  hour  at  the  Grove, 
had  ihe  known  where  elfe  to  go ;  but 
the  wide  world  at  that  moment  prefent* 
ing  her  with  but  one  probable  place  of 
ihelter,  and  ihe  having  refolved  at  all 
events  to  avoid  that  one»  ihe  was 
under  a  neceffity  of  remaining  in  her 

l^refcnt 
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prefent  fituation,  however  unple^laat^ 
till  one  more  eligible  ihould  prefent  it- 
felf  to  her  choice.  She  therefore  an- 
fwered)  that  if  it  was  agreeable  Ihe 
^HTould  {lay  a  few  weeks  in  the  family, 
before  her  falary  was  fixed,  as  by  that 
means  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  judging,  whether  ihe  was  likdy  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  they 
wUhed  to  receive  her.  This  propolkl 
mppeared  to  pleafe  Mrs.  Burton  very 
much.  She  anfwered»  that  it  would 
be  quite  agreeable  s  adding,  and  you 
will  £ee  how  you  like  our  way  of  livings 
Though  there  is  no  great  dai^er  of 
that,  there  is  few  jBunilies  that  live 
better  in  the  whole  neighbourhood. 
We  are  a  good  many  of  us,  and  as  for 
our  eating,-  it  will  make  no  manner  of 
difference  in  the  houfe;  but  coufin 
Mordant  (ays,  you  muft  be  treated  in 
all  refpects  like  a  gentlewoman,  fo  I 
fiippofe  you  ex^ft  winei  howev«rt 
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ve  ilHall  not  qtiarref  for  one  gla&  nket 
dinner^  or  lb,  and  as  for  more^  k  only 
xnffames  tke  Mood,  and  niakes  youn|( 
women  took  old  before  their  tiflie. 
Juliana  replied,  that  all  fuch  thkigi 
were  matters  of  great  indifference  to 
her^  and  that  provided  fuch  a  degree 
of  confidffipation  was  givifn  her  in  the 
ftnlily^  as  would  enable  her  to  he  tife-» 
M  to  the  yeung  hdie^y  k  was  aB  fhtf 
tfeifred. 

Wdl,(crie^  Mrs,  Btfrton)  that  id 
Very  prettily  fakt  j  I  dare  fliy  you  "mA 
dp  veey  Well^  but  I  fiipppft  you  hwt 
had  ai>  dinner  i  e^r  hour  is  dsadlly 
♦vro, '  We  do«^  fWlow  the  ne^ 
fkfliions  we  can  pay  evwy  one  thdf 
own^  and  fo  have  a  right  to  do  as  we 
pteafe*  I  Ibppoib  they  dine  at  ftvenf 
w  cft^t  at  ceufin  Mordant's^  but  that 
IS  noting  to  us.  It  is  nolf  worth 
while' to  dirty  the  pariour  again,  fo 
«Fe1t  go  bto  the  houfekeeper*!  tcom  as  • 
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.We  call  it,  for  younuft  kttow,  I  keep 
no  hottfekeepef)  I  like  to  fbe  haw  tlungs 
go  myfelf ;  but  it  is  dl  one,  for  I  keep 
my  pickles  and  (weecmeats  there,  juflL 
as  if  I  was  houfeketper.  C!ome,  V9^ 
will  have  the  doth  hid  there,  and  yoU 
ihall  have  fome  cold  loin  of  veal  in  a 
moment  i  it  was  very  good  at  dinner* 
Co  Peggy,  and  bid  the  gardener  fend 
US  a  cQcundmr  ^  I  am  afraid  there  it 
XKmc  of  the  dumpling  left. 

Juliana  thanked  the  boimtiful  Lady 
for  this  profufion  of  Mndnefi,  but  dc* 
clined  to  accept  her  ofiercd  treat;  £iy«- 
ing,  Ihe  would  not  chooffe  any  thing 
till  tea  time.  .  Mrs.  Btirton  then  or* 
dered  her  ddeft  daughter  to  flibw  her 
up  to  ihe  green  plaid  room,  upon  the 
iecond  floor,  which  command  was 
obeyed  by  all  three,  vfho  ran  up  (hurs, 
as  if  a  reward  had  been  offered  to  her 
who  got  to  the  top  Iboneft.  ^  Jhey 
were  no  fooner  entered  the  apartment, 

which 
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which  was  large,  neatly  fumifhed,  and 
very  pleaiant,  than  the  fenfes  of  bur 
poor  heroine  were  perfeSly  con- 
founded, by  the  torrent  of  words 
which  poured  at  once  upon  her  ear. 
The  young  ladies  all  began  to  fpeak 
at  the  fame  inftant,  upon  difierent  fub- 
jeds,  and  endeavoured  by  the  high 
key  in  which  they  pitched  their  voices 
to  gain  the  afcendance  over  eachother^ 
and  fix  the  attention  of  the  unfortu* 
nate  hearer.  One  afked  a  queftion, 
another  direfted  her  where  (he  might 
place  her  things,  and  the  third  pointed 
out  the  fincncfs  of.  the  profpeft,  (as 
(he  termed  it)  to  be  feen  from  the 
/window,  and  each  by  their  earneft 
looks  and  geftures  feemed  to  demand  a 
particular  anfwer  to  what  fte  fud;  in 
which  it  being  impofiible  to  oblige 
ihem,  Juliana  returned  back  as  foon 
as  poflible,  rather  chuiing  to  be  puniflied 
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hy  attending  to  Mrs.  Burton  than  to 
ber  three  daughters  at  once. 

Upon  her  return  to  tiie  parlour  flie 
found  Mr.  Burton  juft  come  in  from 
his  morning  ride.  He  was  a  handfome 
looking  ruddy  coQifdexioned  man^ 
ivith  fomething  in  his  appearance 
which  indicated  that  he  had  once  been 
a  man  of  the  worlds  though  now  ruf« 
ticatedy  and  wholly  carelefs  about 
either  his  manners  or  perfon.  !  This 
indeed  was  the  real  cafe^  for  he  had 
fo  deeply  involved  a  good  eftate  by 
purfuing  what  are  called  the  pleafures 
of  the  town>  that  he  was  obliged  to 
look  out  for  a  rich  wife,  in  order  to 
put  him  into  tolerable  condition^  and 
enable  htm  to  keep  his  family  manfion. 
His  prefent  wife,  who  was  the  dai^h* 
ter  of  a  rich  talIow*chandIer,  happen* 
ing  to£dl  in  his  way,  he  was  induced 
to  exchange  his  gentility  for  her  thou-- 
iands.      Since  which,  he  bad  com-* 
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menced  oountrf  Efquire,  deroting^  his 
whole  tlme^  lx>  the  divtrfioos  proper- 
\f  bdicmgiQg  to  that  charaAer:  aot 
tint  li«  was  fijppofed  to  have  quite  re- 
Hnquiihed  aU  his  former  habits;  he 
fltU  Joyed  a  game  of  wfaifti  and  die 
neighbouring  fiirmers  were  not  fond  of 
escpofmg  a  fteih  coloured  wife  or 
daughter  too  often  to  has  iight*  This 
gentlen»tt|  having  heard  from  his  vo^ 
hible  lady»  the  whdbe  account  of  Ju^ 
Eanaj.  duvitig  the  titee  flic  was  up  fiairs^ 
addreSed  Uer  upon  entering  theroom^ 
with  much  dvility,  and  turning  to 
hj&  wife^  ftidy  he  had  no  doubt  but  ihe 
would  do  very  well,  and  thought  they 
Wece  inuch  obliged  to.  Mrs.  Mordant 
for  £eocJkinrg  them  fp  likely  a  ybong 
perfoo. 

A  &w.days  convinced  Juliana^  that 
the  capadty  of  her  pupils  wese,  if 
poffible^  inferior  to  their  manners ;  and 
tliat>  had  (he every  meansof itnprote^ 
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ment  put  into  her  hands,  they  would 
be  exerted  in  vain.  This,  however, 
was  by  no  means  the  cafe.  Mrs.  Bur- 
ton chofe  to  be  prefent  at  all  their  lef- 
fons,  in  order>  as  fhe  faid,  to  be  a 
judge  how  they  came  on.  She  would 
often  interrupt  them,  frequently  giv- 
ing her  opinion  in  direft  oppofition  to 
that  of  the  inftruftor ;  and  fupporting 
her,  or  her  daughters,juft  as  flbe  thought 
them,  what  flie  called,  in  the  right. 
She  likewife  infifted,  that  their  needle- 
work fliould  not  be  negleded;  and 
even  brought  fome  wriftbands,  belong- 
ing to  a  fet  of  fliirts,  which  they  were 
then  making  for  Mr.  Burton,  to  our 
heroine  ;  telling  her,  that  it  was  very 
eafy  to  talk  and  work  at  the  fame  time, 
if  people  would  but  ufe  themfelves  to 
it  i  that  idlenefs  was  the  mother  of  all 
mifchief,  and  therefore  fhe  nevef  al- 
lowed it  in  her  houfe ;  that  they  had 
a  whole  dozen  of  ihirts  to  niake,  and 
Vol.  IV.  E  as 
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things,  which  (h€  could  lower  to  their 
capacities,  and  giving  them  truer  ideas 
of  right  and  wrong,  z  matter  about 
which  they  were  almofltotallyigncKant. 
Hid  ignorance,  or  even  weaknefs  of 
trnderfianding,  been  the  word  obftaclcs 
of  their  improveovents,  (he  would  have 
entertained  confiderabie  hopes  of  ren-* 
dering  them  in  Yome  degree  amiable, 
ind  giving  them  a  profpect  of  paffing 
I  Ainugh  life  with  eafe  and  comfort  to 
[themfelvcs,  and  thofe  with  whom  they 
'might    be  connected.      By   teaching 
[fhem  a  variety  of   pleafing  esiploy*- 
aents,  in  which,  though  they  might 
sever  excel,  or  even  rife  to  mediocrity, 
ike  might  have  enabled  them  to  pa& 
ieir  time  innocently  and  agreeably  td 
Ithcmfelves,    if  not  ufefully  to  others, 
■ind  by .  that  rneans    have    ;f>i^clud€d 
thofe  painful  and  pernicious  qualities, 
"Wiiieh  fo  generally  infeft  weak  minds; 
i  ibch  as  vanity,  envy,  excefllve  curio- 
E  2  fity. 
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:is  thfey  were  rather  in  a  huny  to  have 
them  finifhed,  Ihe  &ould  be  very  glad 
of  her  affiftancc. 

Notwithftanding  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty and  difcouragement  which  oor 
poor  heroine  had  to  encounter,  fli«  dc? 
termined  not  to  relinquifh  the  talk  fte 
had    tmdertcdsren^    while  the  fmdteft 
hope   remained  of  rendering  hcriyf 
nfeful  to  her  pupils.      Their  under- 
ftandings,  indeed,  ihe  had  no  hope  of 
improving,  but  flie  ftill  thought  it  was 
poflible,    in  fome  degree,    to  coireft 
their  bad  habits,  and  foften  their  dif- 
pofitions,  and  tempers.     In  this  hape, 
fhe  endured  their  petulance  and  fdly 
with  the  gi'eateft  patience,  fweetnefs, 
and  compnfure  of  mind.     Her  aitcn- 
tion  to  them  was  unremitted,  flie  coA- 
defcended  to  hearken  to  their  moft  ab- 
furd  and  childilh  difcourfes,  and  took 
every  opportunity  of  correfting  their 
miftakes,  explaining  the  nature  of  thofe 
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things,  which  (he  could  lower  to  their 
capacities,  and  giving  them  truer  ideas 
of  right  and  wrong,  a  matter  about 
which  they  were  almofitotally  igncsant. 
Had  ignorance,  or  ev:en  weaknefs  of 
tmderfianding,  been  the  word  obftadcs 
of  their  improvements,  (he  would  have 
entertained  conliderable  hopes  of  ren-* 
dcring  them  in  Ibme  degree  amiable, 
and  giving  them  a  profpect  of  paffing 
Aroogh  life  with  eafe  and  comfort  to 
themfelves,  and  thofe  with  whom  the/ 
anight  be  connecbed.  By  teaching 
them  a  variety  of  pleafing  eaiploy*- 
ments,  in  which,  though  they  might 
never  excel,  or  even  rife  to  mediocrity, 
ifae  might  have  ensd^led  them  to  pi& 
their  time  innocently  and  agreeably  to 
themfelves,  if  not  ufefully  to  others, 
and  by  that  means  have  ^i^cluded 
thofe  painful  and  pernicious  qualities, 
which  fo  generally  infcft  weak  minds; 
fuch  as  vanity,  envy,  cxceflivc  curio- 
E  2  fity. 
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fity,  and  ieveral  others,  which  are  al- 
moft  cooflandy  the  accompaniments  of 
folly^  ihe  might  have  hoped  to  render 
them  inoffenfive,  which  very  few  wo- 
men of  weak  nnderftandings  can,  be 
iaid  to  be.  But  Juliana  had  hr  greater 
diladvantages  to  overcome  bdbre  fo 
defirable  a  change  in  the  Mils  Burtons 
could  be  effeded.  The  entire  negled 
they  had  fuffered,  in  point  of  early 
education,  a  circumfiance  of  fo  much 
importance  to  every  fucceeding  ftage 
of  life,  and  the  miferable  examples, 
lx>th  of  condud  apd  manners,  which 
they  had  been  conftantly  accufiomed 
to  behold  in  their  father's  kitchen,  (to 
which  they  had  free  accefs,)  as  well  as 
from  their  parents  and  moft  of  thdr 
acquaintance,  had  not  only  vulgarized 
their  manners,  but  corrupted  their  dif- 
pofitions.  They  had  contraded  almoft 
every  bad  habit  of  which  their  age  and 
ficuationr^dered  them  capable;  among 
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which  was  an  abfolute  difregard  of 
truth.  Nothing  they  faid,  could  with 
any  certainty  be  depended  upon ;  they 
were  full  of  evafions  and  fubterfiiges  j 
which,  though  too  poor  to  deceive  for 
a  moment  an  underftanding  fo  clear 
and  penetrating  as  that  which  Juliana 
poflTefled,  continually  obliged  her  to 
renew  the  difagreeiible  talk  of  purfuing 
falihood  through  all  its  various  mazes, 
and  deteding  it  in  all  the  mean^dif.. 
guifes  of  intended  impofition.  What 
rendered  thefe  labours  peculiarly  un- 
pleating  was  their  inefficacy •  No  fooner 
had  ihe  traced  one  lie  to  its  original 
fource,  whether  vanity,  envy,  malice, 
or  falfe  Ihamc,  (the  common  motives 
from  whence  fhc  found  them  to  fpring,) 
explained  its  nature,  cxpofed  its  folly, 
^nd  ufcd  every  perfuafive  to  engage  the 
culprit  in  future,  to  avoid  the  com- 
miifion  of  fo  difgraceful,  fo  difgufting 
9L  crime  i  no  fooner  did  ihe,  in  the 
£  3  tears 
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tears  and  half  extorted  confeffion  of 
the  offender^  flatter  herfelf,  that  a  dawn 
of  reditude  wai^  breaking  in  upon  her 
mindj  than  the  repetition  of  a  fault, 
in  every  refpecl  fimilar  to  that  which 
ihe  had  juft  before  taken  fuch  pains  to 
reprove,  would  convince  her,  that 
either  her  arguments  and  explanations, 
(though  clothed  in  the  moft  itmple 
terms  that  the  language  couM  affoid,) 
were  uoc  comprehended,  or  that  they 
were  thrown  away  upon  hescrts  too* 
much  corrupted,  and  tempers  too  in- 
fenfible,  to  be  affeded  by  theqi. 
-  Befides  this  grand  faulty  they  had 
fevei  al  inferior  ones,  which  our  heroine 
found  it  equally  difficult  to  remove. 
They  had  not  the  fmalleft  idea  of  order, 
regularity,  or  fubordination.  Thck 
mother  never  had  employed  any  means 
of  inducing  them  to  aft  in  conformity 
to  her  directions,  except  thofe  of  fcoldt- 
ing  and  beating.    Of  neither  xrf  thtfc 
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indeed  £tie  had  bcea  fparing ;  nor  had 
they  the  raoftdiftanf  fenfeof  any  duty, 
or  compliance  due  to  her,  further 
than  the  above  mentioned  expedients 
enforced  their  unwilling  obedience. 
They  were  likewife  ftrangers  to  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  neatncfs,  either  in 
Choir  perfons  or  apartments,  the  latter 
of  which  generally  exhibited  a  fcene  of 
dirt  and  confufion,  and  in  the  former 
they  were  flatternly  and  uncorafort-. 
able ;  except  when  going  out,  or  i^ 
expedation  of  company ;  upon  which 
Qccafions  their  folicitude  about  appear -r 
since  was  troublefomely  exceffive,  and 
their  defire  of  jfinery  infatiable,  as  ic; 
was  tailelefs  and  undiftinguifliing.  It 
was  their  conftwt  cuftom,  whenevei: 
unexp^cled  viiitant$  dropped  in,  tq 
quit  the  parlour  the  moment  their 
iiame$  W^re  announced,  and  running 
Up  a  little  back  ftairs  which  Jed  to  their 
apartxQ^t^s^  hide  themfelves  there,  til} 
E  4  their 
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their  departure  ;  or  if  defirous  of  ap- 
pearing, fall  to  drefling-in  the  utmoft 
hurry  and  confufion,  toffing  one  ar- 
ticle of  their  clothing  to  one  comer  of 
the  room,  and  a  fecond  to  the  other  > 
and  a  few  moments  before  the  guefis 
ipvere  preparing  to  take  leave,  enter 
with  evident  marks  about  them  of  the 
employment  which  h  ad  occafioned  their 
abfence  ;  fuch  as  ill  dr^cfled  h^ir,  newly 
powdered,  ftitf  aprons,  lately  unfolded, 
or  fine  coloured  ihoes,  placed  upon 
dockings,  the  dark  fhade  of  which  but 
too  plainly  declared  that  they  had  not, 
like  their  Ihowy  neighbours,  been  put 
on  for  the  prefent  occafion. 

All  thefe  bad  habits  their  new  gover- 
nefs  endeavoured  to  correft.  She 
obliged  them  to  pay  a  regular  attention 
to  their  drefs,  efpeclally  to  the  article 
of  cleanlinefs,  the  part  of  all  others 
which  they  had  been  moft  accuftomed 
to  negledi  and  likewife  to  keep  their 
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apartments  in  pcrfeft  order;   but  in 
doing  this,  (he  was  obliged  to  defcend 
to  offices  little  different  from  thofe 
ufually  expefted  from  a  fuperior  do- 
meftic ;  fuch  as  regulatingtheir  drawers 
and  wardrobes,  felefting  their  linen, 
and  affifting  them  both  to  drefs  and 
fold  up  fuch  articles  as^  they  took  oflT, 
when  their  clothing  was  changed.     To 
all  this,  however,  fhe  fubmitted  with 
cheerfulnefsj  in  the  hope  that  a  little 
time  would  render  neatnefs  and  order 
firft  familiar  to  them,  then  agreeable, 
and  at  laft  neceflary.     But  in  this  ex- 
pe<^acion  (he  had  hitherto  been  difap- 
pointed,  for  her  pupils,  fo  far  from  ex- 
preffing  any  pleafure  in  the  new  plans 
(he  laid  down,    were  with  difficulty 
prevailed  upon  to  purfue  them,  even 
with  the  affifiance  (he  afforded  them ; 
and  if  left  at  all  to  their  own  direc- 
tions, if  flie  abfented  herfelf  from  their 
chambers  for  only  a  (ingle  day>  (be  had 
E  5  the 
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thb  mortification  to  fee  thear  return  to 
their  accuftomed  carel^befs  and  con- 
fufion.  Her  attention,  indeed,  was  fo 
regular  and  unremitted,  thatihe  feldom 
gave  them  an  opportunity  of  indulging 
their  natural  propenfities,  or  thofe  in^ 
veterate  habits  fo  difficult  to  be  broken 
and  laid  afide.  She  perceived  that  rea- 
fon  and  perfuafion  could  do  little,  and 
had  nothing  to  expe^  but  from  time 
and  perfeverance,  which  fhe  hoped 
might  effed  fomething ;  much  fiie  de* 
fpaired  of  cflScftiag.  She  had  however 
the  fatisfadion  of  perceiving  that  bodi 
]^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Burton  appeared  greatly 
(leafed  with  the  endeavour  ihe  ufed  for 
the  benefit  of  their  children.  In  a 
ihort  time  after  her  arrival  they  both 
declared  that  the  girls  improved  very 
fail,  and  were  quite  another  thing 
fince  file  took  the  chai  ge  of  them. 

Our  heroine  was  confcious  that  this 
alteration  confifted  merely  in  the  dif-* 
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hrence  of  thm  every  day  appearance^ 
V^h  was  ndw  perfeAly  clean  and 
neat,  a  circumftance  which  Mrs.  Bui^: 
ton,  vpon  the  whole,  approved)  though 
(he  made  fome  complaints  of  the  in« 
creafed  fize  of  her  wafliings^  declaring 
that  if  the  girls  wore  {o  many  aprons 
and  handkerchiefs^  they  muft  learn  to 
get  \ip  their  own  fine  things,  for  her 
kead  maid  would  never  be  able  to  do 
them  alii  To  this  her  hufband,  who 
happened  to  be  prefent,  anfwered,  that 
it  would  be  very  eafy  to  have  another 
ironing  woman  to  affifl ;  addiag,  that 
be  thought  the  giris  ihould  be  left  t6 
Mifs  Clayton  (the  nam^  which  Juliana 
had  afiumed  upon  her  arrival  at  the 
Grove)  in  every  thing,  and  that  &« 
was  the  beft  judge  of  what  they  ought 
to  wear  and  do. 

Mrs.  Burton,  among  the  reft  of  her 
amiable  qualities,  was  ftrongly  tine* 
tnred  with  that  worft  of  ail  matrimo, 
<  E  6  niai  . 
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nial  ones,  jealoufy*  She  had  married 
for  what  (he  was  pleafed  to  clll  love> 
and  thought  that  in  return  for  the 
thirty  thoufand  pounds,  great  tender- 
nefs,  and  an  infinite  ftock  of  prudence^ 
virtue,  and  good  houfewifery,  which 
ihe  had  brought  her  hufband,  ihe  had 
an  undoubted  right,  not  only  to  the 
common  privileges  of  marriage,  name- 
ly, thofe  of  bearing  his  name,  living  in 
his  houfe,  and  managing  his  fervants, 
but  to  the  intire  and  abfolute  pofleflion 
of  his  heart  j  as  a  proof  of  which,  ihe 
expelled  intirely  to  monopolize  all  his 
civilities,  gallantries,  and  attentions; 
in  a  word,  that  he  ihould  never  look 
at  any  other  woman.  Mr.  Burton, 
however,  unfortunately  beheld  things 
in  quite  a  different  point  of  view.  He 
had  married  his  lady  from  motives  of 
mere  convenience  ;  or  rather,  he  was 
impelled  by  direful  neceffity,  having, 
at  the  time  he  made  her  his  wife,  no 

choice 
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choice  left  between  that,  and  paffing 
the  remaindei^  of  his  life  in  a  jail.  Of 
the  two  he  preferred  the  matrimonial 
bondage^  refolving  when  he  entered 
into  it,  to  make  himfelf  amends  for 
the  unpleafant  conftraint  he  had  laid 
upon  his  inclinations,  by  giving  them, 
in  future,  leave  to  rove  at  large  in  the 
world  of  gallantry,  and  what  he  efteem- 
cd  pleafure.  In  this  refpeft,  his  ideas 
were  unluckily  in  direft  oppofition  to 
thofe  entertained  by  his  lady ;  he  dif- 
liked  her  pcrfon  and  manners,  defpifed 
her  family,  education,  and  underfland* 
ing,  and  thought  that  by  permitting 
her  to  aflume  his  name,  and  the  con- 
fequence  which  his  conneftions  and 
fituation  in  life  conferred  upon  her,  he 
made  her  an  ample  return  for  the  pof- 
feffion  of  what  he  ufed  to  term  her 
paltry  traih.  In  fhort,  he  thought  al- 
moft  any  woman  better  worth  looking 
at  than  his  wife }  and  at  the  time  he 

made 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


86        HBNRY  AND   I&ABXLLA* 

made  her  fuch,  refolved  to  indulge^ 
both  his  eyes  and  heart,  in  every  plea^ 
fure  which  variety  could  afFord>  or 
fortune  procure. 

His  lady  however  pofleflied^  as.  lie 
too  quickly  difcovered,  a  mo&  violent 
and  ungovernable  fpirit  s  a  fpirlt  whicb 
was  neither  to  be  controlled  by  reafbOj 
or  fubdued  by  authority.  She  waa 
fully  fenfiUe  of  die  favour  fhe  had 
done  her  huiband^  (with  whofe  fitua* 
tion>  previous  to  their  marriage,  iho 
was  well  acquainted,)  in  intruding  him 
with  a  fortune  fo  neceflary  to  repair 
the  fliattered  ftate  of  his  own,  and  kU 
dom  let  an  opportunity  flip  of  expr-ef- 
fing  the  proper  fenfc  Ihe  entertained  of 
it,  as  well  as  of  her  own  underfiand-» 
ing  and  confequence. 

The  Qighteft  negleft,  or  careleflhefs,^ 

on  the  part  of  her  huiband,  was  fure 

to  raife  a  ftorm,  which  it  was  not  ixt 

his  power  quickly  to  afluage:  upoa 

9  fuch 
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fuch  occafionsy  Ihe  would  treat  both 
him»  and  hia  faintty,  (though  of  the 
btter>  ihe  was  iB  reality  extremely 
vain,)  with  the  utmoft  contempt ;  re- 
proach him  with  the  fituation  he  had 
once  been  reduced  to ;  aik  hun.who  he 
might  diank  for  his  prefent  eafe  and 
independence^  and  where  he  would 
have  been  before  that  time,  if  ihe  had 
jiot  had  tBe  geaerofity  to  marry  him. 

Mr.  Burton  was  what  is  generally 
called  a  good-natured  man ;  that  is 
to  fay,  he  loved  cafe,  and  polTefled  very 
Uttk  refolution.  What  his  wife  could 
never  have  obtained  from  his  grati*- 
tttde,  or  a  princi]de  of  juftice,  (he  ne* 
ver  having  pofieffod  the  fmalleft  degree 
of  either,)  flie  foon  gained  from  his 
weaknefs  and  £ear.  They  had  not 
been  married  many  months,  before  ihe 
became  abfolutely  ruler  in  every  re- 
fped,  kept  the  puife,  altered  the  fa^ 
mily  eftablifliment  according  to  her 

own 
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ownr  inclination^  banifbed  all  her  hu(^ 
band's  old  intimates,  and  fu£fered  none 
to  enter  the  houfe,  but  her  own  friends 
and  favorites. 

Though  Mr.  Burton's  fortune  had, 
mthin  the  few  laft  years,  been  confi* 
derably  enlarged  by  the  death  of  a  rich 
relation,  who  had  unexpeftedly  made 
him  his'  heir,  the  power  of  his  lady 
was  too  firmly  eftabliflied*to  admit 
even  of  an  attempt  to  (hake  it.  Habit 
had  thrown  its  firongeft  chains  over 
his  mind,  and  he  was  too  indolent,  and 
too  much  afraid  of  his  wife,  to  con- 
(ider  that  liberty,  which  he  had  once 
fo  highly  efteemed,  as  among  the  num- 
ber of  attainable  things. 

But  though  Mr.  Burton's  family 
and  affairs,  as  well  as  his  own  exter- 
nal appearance,  and  avowed  conduct, 
•were  fo  intirely  fubjeded  to  the  influ- 
ence of  his  lady,  he  by  no  means 
thought  it  neceflary,  in  compliance 

with 
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iwth  her  high  fenfe  of  matrimonial 
duties,  to  rdinquifli  thofe  little  indul- 
gences which  he  could  enjoy  without 
her  knowledge,  and  therefore,  in  his 
opinion,  without  doing  her  any  wrong. 
Nay,  fo  far  would  inclination  fome- 
times  getthe  b  etter  of  prudence,  that 
he  would  venture  to  ftay  at  the  Black 
lion,  in  the  neighbouring  town,  in 
company  with  thofe  perfons,  who  we 
have  before  obferved  were  banifhed 
from  the  Grove,  till  his  condition  be- 
came fuch,  as  ill  qualified  him  to  appear 
in  the  prefence  of  his  domeflic  fove- 
reign,  who  upon  fuch  occafions  never 
failed  to  exert  her  grand  privilege,: 
that  of  fcolding  him  vehemently* 
Nor  was  the  time  prefent  the  only  fea-* 
fon  when  the  oflFender  fuflFered.  The 
fticceeding  morning  was  fure  to  be  de« 
voted  to  the  ufeful  tafkof  reproof  j  or 
to  fpeak  in  terms  better  fitted  to  the 
occafioBj    to  Qoife    and    reproaches, 

fomething 
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jbmething  nearly  bordering  upon 
downright  abufe.  Thefe  ledures  were 
always  given  in  the  prefence  of  tho 
young  ladies,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
family  who  happened  accidentally  to  be 
in  the  room ;  and  the  £3rmer  would 
frequently  join  their  manaa  in  little 
fhort  fentences  of  reprimand,  fuch.  as 
Oh,  fie,  papa  i  how  can  you  go  and 
fpend  mama's  money  at  a  nafty  ale* 
houie  I 

Thefe  impertinencies  would  fome- 
times  roufe  Mr.  Burton  into  a  rage; 
he  would  fwear,  flamp,  and  lift  hi» 
arm  in  fuch  a  manner  aa  obliged  the 
girls  to  feek  that  fecurity  in  flighty 
which  they .  well  knew  was  not  tp  be 
depended  upon  from  his  afiectipn  or 
moderation.  But  his  lady  ^as  a  privi« 
leged  fpcaker :  to  the  word  language, 
ihe  could  make  ufe  of,  he.  never  ven« 
tured  to  return  a  worfe  anfwer»  tha^ 

what 
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-wh^t  was  implied  in  a  fuUen  look,  or 
a  v^cU,  well ! 

But  thefeoccailonal  devotions  to  Bac- 
chus were  notthe  worft  of  Mr.  Burton's 
ofiences.  In  fpite  of  his  Jbcft  precau- 
tions^ ihehad  two  or  three  tir  .'s  difco- 
vered  his  amours  i  circumftances,  which 
were  hot  only  attended  by  the  moft 
unbounded  violence  and  refentment  at 
the  time  of  deteftion,  but  had  ever 
ikice  furniflied  her  with  a  happy  fub- 
jedt  of  reproach  whenever  fhe  was  out 
of  humour.  It  had  likewife  had  ano- 
ther bad  efiect  upon  her  mind,  namely, 
that  of  impreffing  upon  it  a  conftant 
uneafy  fufpicion.  She  never  fuffered 
htr  hu£band  to  take  even  a  morning 
ride  without  evading  at  his  return,  a 
mmtite  account  of  where  he  hadbeenr. 
and  with  whom  he  had  convei  fed  s  nor 
was  ihe  ever  perfcftly  eafy  when  he 
was  out  of  her  fight.  She  never  let 
flip  an  occafion^  in  the  co^rfe  of  com- 
mon 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


92         HENRT   AND   ISABELLA* 

mon  converfation,  of  giving  him  a 
lechire  upon  the  duty  of  conjugal  fide- 
lity, and  to  exprcfs  the  extreme  detcf- 
tation  in  Vhich  fhe  held  the  breach  of 
it;  often  declaring,  in  a  manner  the 
moft  earacft,  that  nothing  Ihould  ever 
tempt  her  to  commit  a  crime  at^once 
fo  vile  and  difgraceful ;  and  that  fuch 
actions  were  intirely  beneath  the  cha- 
rafter  of  a  gentleman. 

It  may  appear  fomewhat  firange  to 
the  reader^  that  a  woman  fo  narrow  in 
her  fentiments,  fhould  choofe  to  admit 
into  her  houfe  a  young  pcrfon  fo  un- 
commonly diftinguilhed  by  perfonal  at- 
tra6lions  as  was  our  heroine;  but  the 
truth  is,  that  every  woman  under 
threefcore,  'was  equally  the  object  of 
•her  jealoufy,  whether  plain  or  beau- 
tiful. It  was  her  cuftom  to  attribute 
all  the  improper  actions  committed  by 
the  men,  to  the  forwardnefs  of  the 
women,  among  whom  fhe  believed  the 

former 
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former  had  very  little  choice*;  and  fhc 
ufed  to  fay  that  none  of  them  would 
be  in  the  fmalleft  degree  of  danger,  if 
their  own  flaunting  airs  did  not  bring 
it  upon  them.    As  for  what  ihe  called 
baby  faces,  flie  never  coniidered  them 
as  objeds  of  admiration ;  for  thofe  ihe 
happened  to  meet  with  in  low-life  ihe 
defpifed  or  paiTed  by  without  obferva- 
tion,  and  when  any  young  wonian  of 
faihibn  was  extolled  for  her  beauty^ 
ihe  would  generally  remark,  that  fine 
feathers  made  fine  birds ;  adding,  with 
a  look  of  fuperior  knowledge  and  pe- 
netration,  handfome  is,  as  handfome 
does.    In  proportion  to  the  contempt 
in  which  ihe  held  perfonal  beauty,  was 
the  great  admiration  ihe  expreffed  for 
what  ihe  was  pleafed  to  call  goodnefs« 
This  grand  quality  was,  in  her  eilima- 
tion,  divided  into  two  heads,  modeily 
and  notability ;  that  is  to  fay,  ihe  liked 
thofe  women  beil,  who  could  talk  to 

her 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


94         HEKRT   AND   ISABELLA. 

her  longeft  upon  the  fubjeft  of  cookery, 
(upon  which^  of  all  others,  ibe  was 
moft  fond  of  convcrfing,)  and  who  ap- 
peared leaft  to  vfiDi  for  the  notice  of 
her  hufband. 

In  the  former  of  thefe  articles  poor 
Juliana  was  but  moderately  accom- 
pUflicd,  being  neither  verfed  in  the 
theory  or  praftice  of  the  culinacy  art. 
But  what  fixe  was  deficient  in  know- 
ledge fhe  made  up  in  attention,  never 
feeling  the  fmalleft  inclination  to  inter- 
rupt the  good  lady  during  her  long 
harangues  upon    this  favorite   topic. 
And  as  flie  pofleffed  other  qualifica- 
tions, at  prefcnt  more  fuited  to  her 
purpofe,  flie  the  more  eafily  forgave 
the  want  of  that  which  upon  moft  oc- 
caiions  flie  eftcemed  indifpennble.    But 
in  the  latter  particular  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  for  any  one  to  aft  more  conform- 
ably to  her  wiflies  and  ideas  of  pro- 
priety.   The  mannei-s  of  Mr,  Burton 

were 
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were  by  no  means  agreeable  to  our  he- 
roine i  he  -was  neither  polite  nor  well 
informed ;  nor  was  there  any  apparent 
benevolence  or  goodnefs  about  him 
that  might  compenfate  for  thefe  defi-« 
ciencies.  There  was  in  his  charader 
and  manners^  a  mixture  of  meannefs 
and  pride,  which  though  of  a  different 
kind  irom  thofe  of  his  wife,  were 
equally  difpleaiing.  In  fhort  he  was 
that  mofl;  deplorable  and  fiupid  of  all 
beings,  a  modern  man  of  faihion  in  a^ 
fiate  of  ruftication.  When  we  add  to 
this,  the  accounts  which  flie  conflantly 
received  from  Mrs.  Burton  of  his  low 
amours,  it  will  not  be  wonderful  if, 
mth  a  mind  £b  virtuous  and  refined  as 
her's,  fbe  Aiould  delpife  and  avoid  his 
coQverfatioii.  As  nominal  mailer  of 
the  houfe  in  which  ihe  refided,  it  was 
neceffiiry  to  behave  towards  him  with 
common  civility,  but  more  fhe  could 
xutt  prevail  upon  hcrfelf  to  efiedl.    He 

ef^n. 
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often^  in  the  abfence  of  his  lady^  would 
pay  her   many  fine  compliments,  (as 
thofe  with  whom  he  ufbally  converfed 
would  have  thought  them)  but  thty 
where  wholly  difregarded  by  her  j  flic 
being  too  much  accuftomed  to  admira- 
tion,  to  confider  that  of  any  particular 
perfon  as  matter  of  exultation,  and 
too  little  attentive  to  his  difcourfe,  to 
be  either  pleafed  or  offended  by  it. 
Her  time,  indeed,  was  completely  oc* 
cupiedin  the  care  and  iiiftru&ion  of  her 
pupils,  which  allowed  her  little  leifure 
for  converfation  with  any  other  part  of 
the  family,  and  many  fucceffive  days 
would  pafs,  in  which,  except  at  meal 
times,  ihe  never  at  all  mixed  with  it. 
This  condud  gained  her  the  jentire 
approbation  and  efteem  of  Mrs.  Bur- 
ton, who  fpoke  of  her  to  all  her  ac- 
quaintance in  the  higheft  terms  of  com- 
mendation I  often  declaring  that  Miis 
Clayton  was  one  of  the  moil  prudent 

and 
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and  hdk  behaved  young  women  \^di 
whom  fbe  had  ever  been  acquainted ; 
adding,  &c  is  none  of  your  flaunting^ 
giggling  flirts,  who  are  conftantly 
gaping  after  the  men,  and  who  are  the 
ruin  of  £0  many  hopeful,  well  difp^fed 
young  feUows,  who,  but  for  the  lures 
and  temptations  they  throw  in  their 
way,  would  marry  and  become  good 
huibands  and  £ithers.  No,  no,  flie  is 
a^ne  fuch.  She  is  modeft  and  prudent^ 
and  by  the  time  Ibe  has  lived  with  me 
&me  years,  has  learned  to  fend  up  z 
few  made  difhes,  and  to  underftand  a 
little  of  paftry,  pickling,  and  preferv- 
ing,  fhe  will  be  one  of  the  beft  quali- 
fied young  people  in  the  kingdom ;  and 
if  ihe  continues  to  behave  as  well  as  fhe 
has  hitherto  done,  when  the  education 
of  the  girls  is  finiihed,  I^will^keep  her 
partly  as  my  companion,  partly  as  my 
own  maid  and  housekeeper;  for  by 
that  time  I  Ihall  begin  to  w»nt  fome* 
VQh.  IV,  F  ^body 
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body  stbout  mc«  andhsve  no  dcwdbtbat 
Ihe  will  quickly  learn  to  fill  that:placey 
MS  well  as  that  which  flie  is  now;in« 

Such  were  Mrs.  Bdrton^s  favounUe 
fentiments  and  d^gns,  with  regsid  to 
^nr  heroine^  both  ^  which  ftie  regu- 
larly coffimuntcated  to  wcry  vi&tor 
who  came  to  her  houfe ;  for  taUnng  was 
tier  delight,  and  whatever  befel  her, 
whether  good  or  bad,  whatever  occu<- 
pied  her  attention,  whedier  her  own 
mflTairs  or  thofe  of  her  ndghbours^  they 
were  immediately  made  the  futgeAof 
difcourfe  with  die  firft  acquaintance 
whofe  appearance  afforded  her  an  op* 
]X)rtumty  of  making  them  fuch. 

She  would  indeed  fometimes  repine 
a  little  that  her  dsroghters  4id  not 
make  a  quicker  progrefr  in  their  know- 
ledge  of  the  French  language,  and 
«Diild  iiardly  be  perfuaded  to  believe 
that  .any  thing  in  thdr  educations  was 
«f  greater  eonfcquence^  or  mon  ne- 

^tffioy 
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cft^ty  to  be  attended  to  $  laying  that 
iO^p  jcQCwaU  young  ladies  learned  to 
talk  French  j  that  her  coufin  Mordant 
uras  dlt  th«  eipen.ce  of  takisg  his  whole 
faauly  .over  to  France^  pn  purpoie 
that  his  daughter  ihould  learn  to  talk 
it ;  and  that  had  it  not  been  for  that^ 
and  playing  on  the  harplichord^  they 
aeed  not  have  had  a  govemels  at  all ; 
For  that  they  could  both,  write  and 
read,  Jiaving  been  taught  the  former 
by  die  coachman^  and  been  infirufted 
in  the  latter  by  herfelf.  That  as  for 
tamper  and  difpofidion,  £he  could  not 
think  how  any  body  could  think  oi 
altering  them^  they  being  what  hea* 
ven  had  thought  fit  to  fend  i  and  that 
fhe  efte^DEied  the  attempt  little  more 
Itkdy  to  be  fuccefsful,  than  his  who 
ftrives  to  wafli  the  blackaaK>or  white  $ 
adding,  that  (he  fuppofed  her  girls 
tempers  were  not  worfe  than  thofe  of 
iHbff*  jpeople.  Upon  the  whole^  how- 
F  a  ever. 
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ever,  flie  was  pretty  well  fadsfied  wkh 
our  heroine's  manner  of  treating  them ; 
&e  found  them  lels  noify,  pert  and 
talkative ;  a  change  of  which  Ihe  greatly 
approved,  hearers  4)eing  always  more 
jtgreeaUe  to  her  than  Q)eakers« 
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CHAPTER     IXVIIL 

AN     UNEXPECTED     VISITANTr 

THE  fweetnefs  of  Juliana's  temper^ 
her  excellent  underflanding,  and 
the  unremitted  attention  which  (be 
conftantly  paid  to  the  improvement  of 
her  children,  together  with  the  cold- 
nefs  and  refer ve  with  wiuch  ibe  be- 
haved towards  Mr*  Burton^  in  a  {hoit 
time  after  her  introdu<ftion  into  the 
family,  fo  far  won  upon  the  aflFedions 
of  Mrs.  Burton,  that  (he  fufiered  her 
to  proceed  in  the  tafk  of  inflruAIon 
pretty  much,  accordiiig  to  her  own; 
plans*  The  confiant  running  of  water 
-lirill,  in  time,  wear  a  channel  in  the 
hardeft  marble;  and  ignorant, ftupid,. 
and  ill^difpofed  as  her  pupils  were,  (he 
began  to  flatter  herfelf  that  ihe  had 
been  able  a  little  ta  cocrcd  fome  of 
F  J  thciF  • 
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their  worft  and  moft  prevailing  habits* 
But  the  taik  fhe  had  underrakenr  was 
moft  irkfome.  Conftantly  to  be  com- 
batiDg,  or  patiently  liftening  to  folly  ; 
never  to  hear  the  voice  of  reafon,  or 
behold  a  countenance  illumined  by  ua- 
derflanding>  was  a  flate  of  real  mor- 
tification  j  flie  could  not  look  forward 
to  its  continuance,  without  the  moft 
painful  fenfations.  Yet  ihe  faw  na 
profpqft  of  change.  Nobody  vifited 
at  the  Grove  but  perfons  who  in  fonae 
degree  refembled  its  mifirefsj  and  from 
fuch  (be  could  neither  hope  or  expert 
affiftance.  Often  did  fhe  refieft  upon 
tW  happy  days  (he  had  fpent  at  Furze- 
RiH  i  days^  the  remembrance  of  which 
was  endeared  by  the  fad  conkraft  (he 
now  experienced.  Often  would  thofe 
fcenes  prefent  theinfelves  to  her  ima- 
gination, wherem  elegance,  informa- 
tion and  afifedion,  united  to  render  her 
happ]r }  when  all  ih^  faid  -w^  ^ecei'^ed 

with 
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tifitb  the  finUe  of  kindnefsi  all  Ih^  did 
direded  by  the  guidance  of  wifdom, 
and  viewed  through  the  favorable  me* 
^um^  of  partial  friendihip^ 

She  would  in^  idea  convey  herfelf  to 
that  fweet  retreat  of  virtue  and  ra^ 
tional  pleaAire ;.  flie  would  behold  Mrsw 
Maitland  placed  in  her  accuftomed 
&at ;  her  beloved  Macy>  with  that  Imiie 
oi  chearfulttefe  whkh  ufuajl j  adqrned 
her  ammated  coontenasce^  relating  ta 
her  ferae  Uttle  circumftance  which  had 
'occurred  in  the  courfe  of  her  morning 
ftroU  among  the  neighbouring  cot- 
tages.; fome  lively  remark  made  upon 
the  book  (he  had'  laft  reswd,  or  in  a  fa»* 
£bionable.  vifit  &e  had  lately  roade^ 
.while  the  eyea  of  her  foind  mother 
were  diro^ted  towardt  her  with  looks 
of  approving  fatisfa6):ion  ^,  fuch  looks 
as  ihewas  once  happy  enough  to  re- 
€^ve,  with  which  fhe  fighed,  vain  wilbl 
ti>j  be  again  hlefled*.  Mis.  Williams^ 
E  4j.  Mrs.. 
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Mr?.  Cement  likewife  Ihared  her  kindeft 
remembrance;  nor  was  Henry,  her 
once  dear,  acknowledged  dear  Henry^ 
forgotten.  But  upon  him  ihe  did  not 
dare  to  fuffer  her  thoughts  to  dwelU 
A  pang  too  painful  accompanied  his 
idea,  to  permit  her  mind  to  reft  upoB 
ic  with  tolerable  compofure;  yet  it 
would  again  and  again  prefent  icfelf^ 
changing  its  form  a  thouiand  times, 
and  each  change  feeming  to  appear 
more  amiable  and  engaging  than  the 
|aft  fituation  in  which  it  had  placed 
him*  But  that  w^iich  chiefly  intc- 
refied  her  heart,  was  his  generous,  his 
noble  behaviour  upon  the  difcovery  of 
her  birth ;  a  circumftance  which  never 
occurred  to  her  remembrance,  with- 
out  affeding  her  in  the  ftrongefl:,  the 
deepeft  manner.  Ah  I  worthy,  excel- 
lent Henry,  ((he  vrould  exclaim  in  an 
agony  of  grief  and  defpair,)  vfbzt 
hasre  I  done!  w^at,  alas,  have  I  not 

loft. 
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loftj  in  rejefttDg  thy  generous  aflfedion  f 
My  revered  patroneis  I  my  beloved 
:  filler !  would  ye,,  too,  have  received 
your  unfortunate.  Juliana?  would  ye 
kave  foothed  her  griefs,  have  forgivea 
the  involuntary  crime  ihe  has  commit-- 
ted,  and  2^;ain  have  received  her  to  your 
friendfhip  and  affedion?  Yes,  yes!  I 
know  you  would !  Are  you  not  all  be* 
Aevolence,  all  noblenefs !  Tou  would 
have  wiped  away  my  tears,,  have  hid 
niybli](he»  in  your  bofoms^  have'lheK 
tered  me  from  the  unfeeling  world. 
You  would  have  loved  me*  and  I 
ihould  have  been  happy. 

From  thefe  fond  reveries  flie  would 
fttddenly  awaken  to  a  recolle£tion  of 
thofe  humiliating  circumflances  which 
had  deprived  her  of  fuch  pleafing 
proipe^b.  Her  mean  birth,  the  in* 
famy  of  her  parents,  and  the  impofture 
ihe  had  been  innocently  made  to  prac- 
tile  upon  dr  family  fo  worthy  and  re- 
F  5  fpeftabkiK 
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fpt&Mc^  would  all  at  ooce  riilh  upon 
her  miild^  asd  oi^rwliektt  ib  with; 
fli^une  and  anguifli.  Ne^  (&£  would- 
ixclaim^)  ilevdr  i^iffl  I  add  difgrace  ta 
the  wrofigs  1  ha^e  ali'eady  dime  them ;; 
fieVcr  ^i^'  I  g^ve  thefai  e&tiTii  tK>  regrets 
that  they  axis  generous  andlbenerolent.. 
1  will  patiently  todare  eVer^  difficulty, 
of  my  fitoation',  refleflihgr  tliat  tiie: 
performance  of  my  du^  i»  nK>m  the 
only  coBiolation  left  me.. 

Thefe  refieftions  generalFy  concluded! 
n  a  &ower  of  tears>  which  ftlf  at  once 
%o  the  remembrance  of  p^'  happineft,. 
the  ftnfe  of  ^efient  difcomfort,  and, 
the  apprehenfion  of  future  evil.  Suck 
wte  her  fituation  and  ftate  of  mind ;; 
af|er  haViag  fpeiit  rather  more  tbaoi 
an  hour  in  her,  own  apartment,  flie 
.^s  upoa  the  point  of  defcending  to 
the  paflour,  i»^en  Mrs.  Burton,  (who^ 
never  upoii:  any  occafibn  accufiomed* 
hsxkVl  to  ufe  cettnxony  wftk  ^y  part 
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erf  her  own  family),  opened  her  cham*» 
ber  door> .  begging  that  ihe  would  fiep 
dowa    into    the    pariour.    There  i*^ 
GOHipany  juft  cdme  in,  (faid  ihC;)  I 
vdih  people  would.  let  one  know,  for 
I:  hate  to  be  furprized.    Do  you  gO' 
down^  MifS'  Clayton;  V  muft  flip  oa« 
z  cap  and  hasidkerchieEi    Yxw  are  al-- 
ways  fo  nice  and  exad,  that  I  know 
you  have  no-occafion :  to  change  your 
drefs }  fo  pray  do  go  dowji,  for  Mr^^ 
Burtoftis  jnft  come  into  the^  houfe^, 
and  perhapj^T  will  go  to  the  parlpur 
before  I  am  ready i  and^o  tell  ypu  th<?: 
p^ia  truth,  ihe  is  a*  fine  flaunting 
naadam,, no  better,  I  believe,  than  Ihfr- 
flu)uld  be,  and  J  don't  nauch  like  to  truft 
them  together.    So  d6  go  do  wo  diV 
rediiy,  and:  I  ^  wilL  follow  youJn  *  fivsr- 
sainutei^ 

Juliaaa  promifed  to  do  as  ihe  wa»^^ 
re^uefted^  and  inin>ediatcly  deicend?* 
isgjdl^e  flairst^approachcd  Uie  p^lour^;' 
£tS^  '   floats 
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from  whence  juft  as  (he  was  about  to 
open  the  door,  in  a  kind  of  hurry, 
iflued  Mr.  Burton.  His  look  was  ex« 
preffive  of  apprehenfion,  but  the  mo« 
inent  he  faw  our  heroine  it  vaniflied  ; 
and  addreffing  her  in  his  ufual  ftile  of 
rude  gallantry.  Oh  my  pretty  litdc 
girl,  (faid  he,)  is  it  you?  faith  I 
thought  it  had  been  my  wife ;  -  for 
when  a  fine  woman  is  in  the  houfe,  fhe 
watches  me  as  clofely  as  ever  cat  did 
moufe.  Juliana  could  not  help  fear-  * 
ing  that  the  good  lady  had  coniider- 
able  caufe  for  her  fufpiciotis.  She 
pafied  on,  however,  only  anfwering^ 
that  Mrs.  Burton  was  in  her  own 
cbamberj  and  would  be  down  pre- 
fently.  The  Squire  took  his  way  to- 
wards the  garden,  and  ihe  entered 
the^pvlour^  fiot  imprefled  with  fenti- 
mcnts  very  favourable  to  the  lady  flic 
cxpefted  to  ^nd  there.  But  what  was 
1^  furprize,  iiuartificatioii>  and  almoft 

teKTOfj 
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terror,  when  feated  upon  a  fofa  at 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  room^  ihe  be- 
held Mrs.  Martin. 

Suddenly  ftartingap,  and  approach*- 
ing  her  with  a  countenance  expreffive 
of  a  degree  of  furprize  at  leaft  equal 
to  that  which  fhe  herfelf  fdt,  ihe  ex* 
claimed^  Mifs  Maitlaod  I  is  it  poffible ! 
Good  heavens  f  who  could  have  ex- 
pefted  to  meet  you  at  the  Grove? 
Are  any  of  the  family  from  Mordant- 
Place  hare  ?  For  a  moment  Juliana 
was  unable  to  fpeak  s  a  crowd  of  pain** 
fal  ideas  ruflied  at  once  into  her  mind. 
She  behdd  before  her  a  mother,  a 
bafe  unworthy  mother,  to  whofe  vices 
Ihe  owed  her  birthj  and  who,  'Ihe  had 
too  much  reafon  to  believe,  ftill  re* 
tained  their  influence  in  her  difpoficioii^ 
perhaps  in  her  conduA.  Mrs.  Martiii 
had  again  repeated  her  lafl  queftioiy> 
whether  any  of  the  Mordants  were 
with  ha,  before  ike  could  recoQeft 

hofetf 
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llerielf  fufficieQtly  to  aafwcr.,  Nof, 
madam,  {{he  at.  1^  heiitated>,in.ai  tre« 
mulous  accent,)  nof.  I  have  iip. longer: 
any  pretenfions  co  tl^^e  hoaor  of  bef> 
longing  to  their.  faisiil}>  My  luxne  is. 
ttolonger  Maithnd*. 

Alarm,  now.  took  pl^e  of  wondar 
in  the  features  of  Mr»«  Mardm    What: 
do  yon  mean  ?.  (criedihe ;)  how  came: 
your  name  to  be  altered:?  fujc  Lady 

Mattland  has  not Lady.  Maitland< 

hMf  (rej^ied  Jxiliana^  by  iaformiflg; 
me.  who  I  really  am;»  impoweied  me  to^ 
do  an.  z&  of  juiHee,  in  relinqnifhing; 
to  thofe  from  whom  I;  had  fo*h>ng^; 
ufurped  it,  that  fortune,  to  which  1-^ 
ttcver  had:  the  flighted  diim.     Audi 
lias  Ibe  then.  reaUy   diib^v^red.  who« 
you  ar«>7.  (exclaimf)d  Mfe^-  Rltftini^: 
bos  ihe  had  .the  cruelty  toilrip  you  of- 
every  thing  f  It  waa  not  ib&  who  de- 
prived meof  my  unjuftly  WHaiMd  tpt- 
li^ons,  (rqplkdourh^oineti)  itwiw> 
jiSfi'iofb  to  refign.  them ;  and  itit  aA 
3  by. 
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Jkf  ^teh  r  di4  fo^  w«8  wholly  my 

awn.     The  iicuadoa  I  am  at  prefect 

m,  is  of  fny  aMa  chiaiing;  and  aU  the 

favour  1  have  jto  beg  of  you,  madam^. 

is,  t&at  i^cm  will  XLOt  acknc^vledg^  any 

former  acquaintance  with,  me^,  ekhtr 

M.  Mr;.  BiuntoA  or  any  other  gerfi>B  %, 

w  cter  dKebverthe  place  of  my  r«fi- 

4ence«.    With  (^e  fomier  part  of  tnf 

seqtidit  i  prefume  yoain^ill^  for  your: 

-own  (ake,  eofnply;   and  the  latter. £ 

911ft  intxeat  of  you  to  grant  for  mine« 

I  was^recotiKtnendisd  by  Mi^.  Mordant 

as   3  govternefs  t^^  Mift^  Biirtonsi  m 

wbich^oaiACicy  I  am  at  prefent  retained 

bf  the  fiuiMly«    I  hAV4  no  4oubt '  but 

the  edmration  I  have  rtcemd  will  ena-^ 

filecne  to  ^tA  Vksnwglx  ^lift  ^li^i^h  t^fin* 

acmre  and  indepeadmcoi  4«idili6  pof- 

feffion  of  tfaefe  i  ^cflr,  tibou^  at- 

teadfid  hf  di^culty  and  ineonveiFiience> 

Ml  die.  aopft  ^j^emtid  GOnditi^na,  ac- 

:      cOM|'«IKMl 
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companied  bjr  the  deprefllAg  co&feiauT- 
neis  of  guilt. 

Imprudeot,    romantic    girlt    (ex- 
claimed  Mrs.  Martin ;)  and  are  all  toy 
hopes  of  feekkg  thee  great  and  happjr 
come  to  tfaisi  ?  Great  (anfwered  JuUanaf) 
acccMrding  to  the  falfe  and  common  ac--^ 
ceptatioa  of  the  word»  I  mig^t  cer« 
taiiily  have  been;  bat  happine&  and 
guilt  are  in  their  own  nattices  incem- 
.  patible*    Idle  Stuff  I  (cried  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin) ;  the  firange  education  given  yoa 
by  that  unaccountable  woman  Mrs, 
Maitland)  has  certainly  turned  your 
head*    ft  is  to  that  yoaowe  your  ruin*. 
Or,   rather,  (anfwered  Juliana^)    the 
firength   and  reditude  <tf  mind  by 
whif  h  I  have  been  enabled  to  avoid  it,. 
This  kf  however^  no  longer  a  matter 
of  debatci   I  have  made  my  own 
choice  I  am  fatisfied  with  it,  and  wil* 
Ung  to  run  the  hasard  of  every  kicon* 
venifliice  it  may  occafion  me«    Suffer 
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xne  only  to  remain  unknown ;  I  have 
no  other  favour  to  req^eft.  Oh,  you 
need  not  trouble  yourfelf  about  that, 
(replied  Mrs.  Martin  j)  there  is  no 
danger  of  any  body's  moliefting  you. 
I  make  no  doubt  but  the  Maitlands 
are  very  glad  to  get  you  fo  readily  ofF 
their  hafids,  without  difcrediting  their 
wonderful  reputation  for  benevolence, 
generofity,  and  I  know  not  what.  Do 
you  really  think  they  would  wifh  to 
receive  a  poor,  friendlefs,  dcftitute  girl 
into  their  family?  No,  no,  take  my 
word  for  it,  were  fljey  to  meet  yon 
now,  it  would  be  with  looks  widely 
different  from  thofe  you  were  accus- 
tomed to  fee  when  you  were  the  fup- 
pofed  heirefs  of  fixteen  thoufand  pounda 
a  year^  and  the  means  by  which  they 
hoped  to  provide  for  their  whole  f%- 
paily. 

Oar  Iieroine  was  about  to  have  re* 
pliedi^  when  the  found  of  Mrs.  Burton 

defceadlng 
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defcending  down  the  (lairs  prevented 
her.  She  had  only  time  to  requefl^. 
that  Mrs.  Martin  would  at  all  events 
oblige  her  by  preferving  the  fecret 
of  her  birth ;  and  rememberings  that 
file  was  known  to  the  £imily  Ia  which, 
jhe  naw  refided  by  the  name  of  Clay* 
ton.  She  had  fcarce  done  fpeakuig^. 
when  the  lady  of  the  manfioii  a|^ai> 
ed;  and  after  having  paid  her  vifitax>£: 
the  ufual  complimenta  of  meetings 
j(uch  as  hoping  iie  was  very  wtili  u^ 
4|uiring  after  the  health  of  her  hufband; 
and  children  ^  obferviag  that  the  wea- 
ther was  extremely  fine>  and  that  ihe 
siuA  bav.e  b^  2kde.liglHforwa%}  ihe 
aike4>  wheth^  Ihe  had  feen.  Mr*  Bus- 
4ofi  i  to  whichy  with  the  ntmoft*  com^. 
pofure,  and  a  counteAance  perfedly 
unaltered,  (hq  ^nfwered.  in  the  nega- 
tive. Juliana  wa$  upon  the  point  o£> 
fxprefllngfamci  fprprke  at  her  want  of' 
j^ecQUQ(ftiQU»  3q4  re/mmttng  her  of  his 

having; 
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having  come  out  of  the  parlour  juft  a& 
flie  was  about  to  have  entered  it ;  but 
reflecting,  that  fuch  a  difcovery  could 
only  produce  a  momentary  (hame  in 
the  bofom  of  a  woman  fo  hardened 
and  unprincipled  as  Mrs*.  Martin,  and 
increafe  the  uneafy  fufpicion  of  Mrs. 
Burton,  fhe  fuffered  the  falfehood  ta 
fTtfk  und^ecbdji  though  ihe  could  oofe 
blit  confider  it  as  a  proof  of  thM  eofi- 
tSnued  indifcretioii,  i£  not  Gnminal 
ifondud,  <rf  her  by  whom  it  w»  a£« 
ibrted. 

Had  this,  so  the  opinion  of  our  he^ 
TOtne,  been  in  any  want  of  confirma* 
lion,  her  behaviour  during  the  res 
mainder  of  the  evening  would  have 
gfibrded  one  fuificiently  ftrong.  At 
tea  they  were  joiacd  by  Mr.  Burton,, 
whofe  Aoti^e  and  attention  it  wa$  vifi- 
bly  her  whole  buftnefs  ta  attrac):.  She: 
laughed  at  all  his,  jefts>  (whichr  werci 
not  fqmetimss  •  of  thQ  oiqA:  delicate 

UiwiX 
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kind)  in  a  manner  that  fiiewed  ibe 
both  underftood  and  enjoyed  them> 
introduced  many  fubjeds  of  converfa- 
tion  which  led  dhxftly  to  fuch  as  fhe 
knew  he  was  fond  of,  and  in  every 
refpeft  a^led  in  a  manner  exaftly  op- 
pofite  to  that  which  is  expreffive  either 
of  jgood  fenfe,  politenefs,  or  modefty.. 
As  for  Mr.  Burton^  he  did  not  dare  to 
ipeak  or  zSt  according  to  the  diAate» 
of  his  own  inclinations,  or  what  he 
efteemed  gallantry,  but  both  his  looks 
and  exprefiions  plainly  declared,  that 
nothing  but  the  prefence  of  his  wife 
reftrained  him  from  making  every  pro- 
per return  to  the  encouraging  advances 
he  received.  As  for  his  lady^  ihe  ap* 
peared  vifibly  uneafy;  looked  grave 
when  Mrs.  Martin  and  her  hufband 
laughed  f  talked  much  of  the  great 
levity  and  folly  of  the  age;,  of  the 
^eat  danger  men  of  re^pedabie  cha- 
rafters  were  in^  from  fufiering  them- 
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ielves  to  be  en&ared  by  bad  women ; 
^nd  again  and  again  protefting^  that 
BO  one  who  in  the  fmalleft  degree  va- 
lued his  chara<Eler  as  a  gentleman^ 
iKTould  ever  condefcend  to  converfe 
with  or  encourage  fuch  huffeys.  She 
likewifeharangued  much  in  commenda* 
tion  of  prudence,  difcretion,  and  mo- 
defty  J  obferving,  how  improper  it  was 
for  women  to  joggle,  and  Skt,  and 
play  mankey  tricks  j  and  that  every 
body  knew. what  was  their  deiign  in  fo 
doing  i  but  fo  far  from  obtaining  their 
ends,  men  of  fenfe»  and  gentlemen, 
who  knew  the  woiid,  defpifed  them 
for  it.  She  particularly  obierved,  how 
unbecoming  fuch  behaviour  was  in 
married  women^  who  ought  to  fet  an 
example  for  the  young  ones  of  gravity, 
diicretion,  ai\d  good  houfewifery ;  and 
that  many  had  better  fiay  at  home, 
and  mind ,  their  own  families,  than 
I  cdmc 
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come  abroad  to  difturb  diofe  of  othi^ 
people. 

Thefe  broad  hkiU  were  receive^  bf 
Mrs.  Martin  with  the  moft  peifed:  in* 
difierence;  nor  did  one  chsmge  of 
tountenance  difcover  that  lier  mind 
felt  the  Seaft  uneafy  confciouiheis* 
But  upon  Mr.  Burton  they  had  a  mu^ 
ftronger  etfeft.  He  looked  grave,  de- 
«laftd  himfelf  entirely  of  his  wife's 
opnion,  and  that  he  thou^t  every 
man  extremely  happjr,  who  was  guard* 
ed  by  the  advice  and  example  of  a  fen- 
fible  woman  from  falling  into  fuch 
dangerous  errors.  This  well-timed 
complimeni;,  and  tome  others  c^  the 
lame  kind,  which  he  paid  her,  averted 
the  ftorm  which  was  gathering  over 
his  head,  and  put  his  lady  again  into 
tolerable  humour;  which  having  i^<- 
fedted,  and  fearing  that  ^ome  unguard-* 
ed  lock  or  expreffion  might  undo  aQ 
again«  he  arofe,  looked  thiough  one 

of 
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of  the  windows,  and  faying  t3ic  tven* 
ing  was  fo  fine  that  he  Ihoxild  take  a 
walk,  put  on  his.  hat  (which  he  gene- 
rally did  before  he  left  the  roonl)  and 
withdrew.  * 

The  moment  Mr.  Bnrton  was  gone, 
Mrs*  Martin  thought  proper  to  affume 
a  behaviour  quite  different  from  that 
ihe  had  pradifed  while  be  remained  in 
♦he  Toom.  She  inquired  aftjcr  his  lady^s 
^ucks  and  chickens ;  aiked  if  fiie  had 
a  good  flight  of  jugeons  that  ieafon  ; 
and  whether  partridges  were  plenty 
about  them ;  and  how  many  quarts  of 
nilk  each  <of  her  cows  gave  upon  ah 
average.  From  cows  they  Aid  to  eggs 
-and  cream,  from  cream  to  butter, 
"firom  butter  to  graVies^  and  from  gra- 
ces to  aH  idnds  of  fricafees^  ragouts, 
and  made  diflies.  This  was  an  inex- 
hauftihie  fubjeft,  for  there  was  nothing 
^f  which  Mrs.  Burton  was  fo  fond, 
'Cating  ^Kcepted,  as  of  eke  theory  of 

cooking. 
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cookings  Mrs.  Martin  did  not  onljr 
indulge  her  friend^  as  fhc  appeared 
determined  to  make  her,  in  all  her  £i^ 
vourite  topics  of  difcourfe,  ihe  called 
the  moft  agreeable  flatterf  to  her  af- 
fiftancci  declaring,  that  ihe  knew  no* 
body  who  was  her  equal  in  the  manage* 
ment  of  her  houfe,  or  the  biinging 
up  of  her  children :  adding^  that  ihe 
had  herfelf  neglefted  both  too  much» 
but  {he  was  now  convinced  how  very 
wrong  ihe  had  been^  and  refolved  in 
future  to  apply  herfelf  to  the  acqui* 
iitioa  of  fuch  knowledge^  as  might 
enable  her  to  diicharge  herdomeilic 
duties  with  propriety ;  in  which  fhe 
flattered  herfelf  her  dear  Mrs.  Burton 
would  not  defiy  her  her  kind  advice 
and  afliftance;  and  now  that  they  were, 
by  their  late  removal,  at  leaft  twelve 
miles  nearer  to  each  other  th^n  they 
were  ufed  to  be,  fhe  hoped  they  fhould 
iee^ch  other  as  often  as  poi&Ue,  meet 

quite 
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quite  in  a  friendly  way,  and  be  the 
beft  neighbours  in  the  world. 

During  the  whole  time  that  Mrs. 
Martin  was  making  her  fine  fpeeches^ 
Juliana  could  Scarce  believe  that  it  was. 
Bot  Lady  Maitland  who  wasfpeakin^^; 
juft  fo  ihe  looked^  when  the  defigned 
attainment  of  any  favourite  objeft  en- 
gaged her  more  than  commonly  to 
wifh  for  the  power  of  pleafing.  Such 
were  the  words  (he  made  ule  of;  her 
very  accent  was  the  fame^  Ah  !  how- 
powerful  is  the  force  of  education !  (re* 
flecbed  fhe :)  had  that  weak  vain  woman 
been  brou^t  up  by  a  Mrs.  Maitland^ 
ihemighc  have  been  amiable  and  worthy. 

As  the  evening  drew  on,  Mr.  Mar- 
tin began  to  talk  of  departing,  but  fo 
entirely  was  Mrs.  Burton  reconciled  to 
her,  fo  much  was  ihe  delighted  by  the 
compliments  Ihe  had  paid  to  her  un« 
derfianding  and  good  management, 
together  with  the  wiCh  flie  had  exprefled 
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to  be  gnidei  by  her  advice  and  direc- 
tions, that  ihe  entirely  forgot  the  pro- 
vocations ihe  had  lately  received  -,  feU 
tunwilling  to  loie  fuch  agreeable  com* 
pany,  and  begged  that  ihe  would  pro- 
long her  vifit  as  much  as  poifible ;  ob- 
iervingy^that  this  hoc  weather  the  later 
one  walks  the  pleafanter  it  grows,  and 
.^at  as  there  was  a  fine  moon,  there 
was  no  .danger  of  its  growing  dark^ 

To  thcfe  kind  invitations  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin replied,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
agreeable  to  her  than  the  company  ihe 
mM  then  in*  However,  as  no  mention 
was  made  of  fupper,  ihe  arofe  about 
iiine  to  take  leave.  Mrs;  Burton  at- 
tended her.gueft  to  the  door,  where  a 
dfervant  was  in  waiting  to  fee  her  fafe 
Jiome :  when  juA  a»^they  were  parting, 
a  clap  of  difiant  thunder,  and  a  few 
large  round  drops  of  rain,  which  fell 
from  a  heavy  cloud  juii  hanging  over 
thsxa^  warned  theu)  of  an  approaching 
'  ftorm. 
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llorm.  Mrs.  Burton^ .  in  a  ftrong  and., 
unufual  fit  of  hofpitality,  declared, 
that  fhc  IhouJd  by  bo  means  venture 
out  till  the  fhower  was  over ;  adding, 
I  dare  fay,,  it  will  not  hft  long,  and 
when  it  is  pafied,  the  hedges  will  be  de- 
lightfully fwcct,  and  it  n^'dl  be  quite  a" 
pieafurc  to  walk.  Mrs.  Martin  -did 
not  cxprefs  any  wiffi  to  encounter  the 
approaching  ftorm ;  Jhe  faid,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  world  fee  dreaded  fa 
much  as  thunder,  and  would. gladly 
accept  her  kind  periniffion  to  cake  ifael-* 
ter^  utidet  her  hofpitable  roof.  For 
fonaetiitie  Mrs.  Burton  iat  in  cxpeda^ 
tion  of  the  evening  deating  up,  ^du-* 
ring  whiich  ihe  did  not  order  dandles 
to  be  brought,  though  the  darkncfg 
o^  fho  evening  was  fuch  as  to  render 
it  difficult  for  them  to  difcern  each 
othar)  but  h^  espedbtion^  weredi£» 
d^ointed )  the  thunder  became  louder^ 
wad)  the  rain;  fell  in  icnrents;  at  the 
G  a  ^  feme 
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ikme  time  the  clock  ftriking  ten,  ihe 
found  it  would  be  abfolutely  necefiary 
to  offer  the  coach  to  cany  her  vifitant 
home,  or  to  afk  her  to  ftay  all  night. 
The  latter  (he  by  no  means  wifhed,  as 
BOtwithilanding  the  agreeable  manner 
in  which  (he  had  pail  a  part  of  the  af- 
ternoon, ihe  did  not  defire  (hat  Mrs. 
Ifrlartin  (hould  fpend  more  hours  in  the 
company  of  her  hufband  than  could 
ilecently  be  avoided ;  not  that  (he  was 
dither  handfome  or  young ;  but  drefs, 
paint,  and  levity  of  manner,  made  her 
appear  a  dangerous  objeft  to  be  too 
eften  expofed  to  his  eyes.  On  the 
Dther  hand,  to  fuffer  the  horfes  to  g9 
three  miles  in  fuch  dread&d  weather 
was  not  to  be  thought  of.  She  was  at 
no  time  fond  of  lending  her  coach^ 
which,  ihe  ufed  to  fay,  Mr.  Burton 
kept  for  her  u&,  not  to  be  made  » 
ftage  of,  fox  the  convenience  of  the 
whole  neighbourhood.  In  ihort,  two 
I  evils 
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evils  lay  before  her ;  it  was  neceffary 
to  make  a  choice;  after  a  moment's 
heGtation,  fhe  refolved  rather  to  rifk 
the  firft  mentioned  danger^  and  there- 
fore told  her  friend^  that  as  the  bad 
weather  &emcd  to  be  fet  in  for  the 
night,  Jhe  believed  they  muft  endea^ 
vour  to  provide  a  bed  for  her.  Her 
viiitor  exprefied  much  gratitude  for 
thb  exceffive  kindnefs,  and  lights  being 

.  ordered,  the  curtains  were  let  down, 
znd  the  family  feated  for  the  evening. 
Mr.  Burton  did  not  join  them  till 
fupper  lyas-  upon  the  table^  and  hk 
lady  took  good  care  that  he  ihould  not 
remain  expofed  to  temptation  long  after 
k  was  removed.  The  moment  the 
clock  ftruck  eleven  {he  rang  for  can** 
dies,  telling  her  gueft,  that  fhe  was  x 
jfriend  to  eafly  hours,  and  never  liked 

.  to  be  out  of  bed  at  twelve.    Upon  a 

iervant    appearing    with  lights,     ihe^ 

told  Mfs«  Martin,   that  ihe  hoped  a 

G  3  bed- 
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bed-fellow  would  not  be  difagreeable 
:to.her^  for  it  beii^  too  late  to  get 
clean  iheets  propeiiy  aired,  ihe  had 
ordered  another  pillow  to  be  hid  on 
Mifs  Clajrton'3  bed^  which  ihe  aifiired 
her  was  as  good  a  one  as  any  in  the 
houfe*  Mrs.  Martin  faid  it  would  he 
perfectiy  agreeable  taher  to  ileep  with 
Miis  Clayton;  adding^  that  indeed  her 
fear  of  thunder  was  fo  exceiiive»  that 
ihe  did:  not  know  whether  fixe  couid 
have  ventured  to  fleep  aloae^ 

Our  heroine  was  too  much  accu£^ 
toniedto^  be  treated  iai^  ceremoaie  hy 
Mrs«  Burton,  (who-  had  never  c^&^ 
dered  her  in  any  higher  point  of  view 
than  as  a  fervant  who  was  admitted  to 
eat  in  the  parlour,)  to  wonder  at  a 
part  of  her  bed  being-  al9igned  fo  Mrs. 
Martin,  without  her  beihg  eonfulted^ 
or  even  informed  thati  it  was  intended.. 
She  would  greatly  have  preferred  the 
indulgence  of  her  own  thoughts  to 

the 
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Ac  conrerfation  of  her  prefent  com- 
panion. But  ftruggling  with  her  fed* 
liigs,  which  were  of  the  moft  painful 
kind^  flie  endeavoured  to  appear  eafy 
and  chearful^  obTigingly  offering  her* 
night  clothes,  and  every  convenience 
that  could  add' to  her  accommodatiotr 
and  comfort.  Mrs.  Martin  received 
thcfe  little  marks  of  attention  with  a 
earelcfs  kind  of  haughtinefs  y  fpeaking 
very  little,  and  that  little  itt  a  tone  of' 
affeded  fuperiority.  She  afked,  how- 
ever, feveral  queftions  about  the  man- 
ner of  her  leaving  Mordant- Place,  fre-- 
qwently  decliaring  that  her  folly  had 
been  beyond  any  thing  flie  ever  heai*d 
of  i  and  whatever  were  her  future  dif» 
ficulties  in  life,  flie  had  only  herfelf  to 
thank  for  them.  She  had^uft  finiihed 
one  of  thefe  comfortable  fpeeches,  when 
it  came  into  her  head  to  afk  if  fhe  had 
feen  Lord  Belford  after  the  difcovery 
of  her  real  birth  was  made?  Upon 
G  4  which 
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which  Juliana  informed  hcf  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  employed 
Mrs.  Mordant  to  offer  her  his  hand 
with  all  thofe  advantages  which  lie 
had  before  tendered  lo  her  acceptance. 
U  it  poifible  that  he  could  be  fo  gene* 
reus?  (exclaimed  Mrs.  Martin,  her 
coantenence  fuddenly  changing  from 
lupercilious  coldnefsto  furprizci)  and 
were  you  really  weak  and  romantic 
enough  to  refufe  fo  fplendid  a  fettle* 
ment?  I  had  various  reafbns  for  re- 
fufing  it,  (replied  Juliana ;)  but  in  my 
opinion  one  was  fufficient^  that  of  my 
being  unable  to  efleem  him.  I  won* 
der,  (cried  Mrs.  Martin  with  a  fcom* 
ful  air  and  voice,)  that  you  did  not  fay 
love  1  No  doubt  that^  too,  is  neceflary , 
before  you  can  think  of  matrimony. 
I  really  am  out  of  all  patience,  (con- 
tinued &e,  anger  fucceeding  to  con* 
tempt.)  Then  fuddenly  appearing  to 
recoUeft  berfelf,  ihe  paufed  a  moment, 

and 
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'End    feemed   loft  in  thought;   aftar 
which,   addrefling  our   heroine  wit& 
more  complacency  than  Ihe  had  hi- 
therto deigned   to  regard  her  with, 
faid  Ihe  was  really  very  forry  for  her 
prefent  iituation,  which  ihe  could  con- 
iider  in  no  better  light  than  that  of  a^ 
common  fervice.    Were  you   gover- 
nefs  in  a  family  of  rank  and  impor*- 
tance,  (faid  Ihe,)  it  is  a  very  eafy,  eli- 
gible way  of  life,  aad  one  that  no  gen* 
tlewoman  need  be  aihamedof.    But 
to  be  a  flave  to  the  humows^  of  fudr- 
an  ignorant,  conceited,  ill-bred  crea« 
ture  as  Mrs.  Burton,  and  tq  be  plagued 
with  the   horrid  talk  of   inftru^ng 
thofe    aukward,  perverfe  idiots,   her 
daughters,  is  abfolutely  intolerable. 

Juliana  replied,  that  Ihe  was  by  no 
means  infenfible  to  the  extreme  un« 
pleafantneis  of  her  iituation,  nor  were 
her  hopes  of  being  materially  ufefiil 
to  Mifs  Burtons  very  ftrong ;  but  that 
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till  (he  could  be  fortunate  enongfc  to 
heaf  of  fomething  more  eligible,  ihe 
thought  it  her  duty  to  make  the  beft 
of  her  prefent  condition^  and  not  t& 
trouble  her  fiiends ;  if>  indeed,  (coor 
tinued  fte,  a  tear  fiarting  in  her  eye,) 
I  now  poffefs  anyy  with  unneceflary 
complaints.  Nay,  (in  a  firmer  voice,) 
it  is  my  refolution  nearer  to  apply  to 
any  one  for  affiftance,  while  I  retain 
the  power  of  fupporting  myfelf  by  any 
juftifiabk  'means.  Ah,'  my  dear,  (cried 
Mrs.  Martin,  fhaking  her  head,)  it  ig 
eafy  to  talk ;  but  take  my  word  for  ift, 
by  the  time  you  have  lived  here  eight 
or  ten  years,  *  and  begin  to  grow  old 
in  a  ftate  of  friendlefs  poverty,  you 
^11  moft  heartily  repent  your  prefent 
folly. '  You  have  here  no  opportunity 
of  making  yourfelf  known  to  a  finglc 
perfon  who  cah  be  ufeful  to  youj 
none  who  vifit  Mrs.  Rwrtoh  afe  judges 
either  of  your  met  it  or  aceompliih- 
-      '      '       ments} 
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meuts;  nor  have  you  any  profpe& 
but  that  of  fpending  your  youth  in  a 
ftate  of  fervilc  dependence,  and  being 
left  to  ftruggle  with  all  the  natural 
inconveniences  of  old  age,  unprovided 
with  thofe  comforts  which  can  alone 
render  it  fupportable.  Poor  Juliana 
was  too  feufible  of  the  truths  contained 
in  this  difmal  reprefentation  ;  the  tears 
flowed  fali  from  her  Jdvely  eyes,  and 
the  figh  of  anguifli  burft  from  her 
boibm.  Mrs.  Martin  obferving  how 
deeply  ihe  was  affecled,  began  to  footfa> ' 
her  diftrefs,  and  revive  her  hopes.  She 
faid,  that  however  ihe  might  have 
been  cfifappointed.  in  her  expe6^atioin^ 
by  the  late  , unfortunate  ftep&fhe  had 
taken,  ihe  could  nevei*  ceafc  to  loviS 
her,  or  to  be  moft  deeply  intereftcd  in 
every  thing  that  might  aflFcA  her  wel* 
fare  and  hapi^nefs.  Her  prefent  ixtua^ 
tidn,  (ihe  faid,)  though  eafy  and  inde^^ 
pendent^.was  joiot  fufiicieptiy  affiueoft  ' 
G  6  to 
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to  enable  her  in  any  confiderable  de- 
gree to  contribute  to  her  fiipport, 
which  otherwife  fhe  ihould  be  moft 
happy  to  do ;  but  in  another  way  fhe 
flattered  herfelf  that  fhe  pofiefled  the 
power  of  being  eflentially  ufeful  to  her^ 
a  power  which  fhe  affured  her  ilie 
would  exert  to  the  very  uttermoft. 
Rather  more  than  a  fortnight  pafl,  (con- 
nued  ihe,)  I  was  applied  to  by  a  far- 
mily  of  the  firft  confequence,  who 
pafs  part  of  the  fummer  at  thediftance 
of  about  thirty  miles  from  this  place^ 
to  enquire  for  a  young  per£bn  pro* 
perly  qualified  to  infbuft  their* only 
daughter,  a  fine,  fenfible,  fweet  tem*- 
per'd  girl,  of  ten  years  old.  As  they 
are  very  particular  both  with  refpeft 
•o  charader  and  accompUihments>  it 
i$  probable  that  they  have  not  yet  fuc« 
ceeded  in  meeting  with  one  they  ap- 
prove :  if  this  ihould  fortunatdy  be 
the  cafe^  it  is  .a  fftuation  of  all  others 

that 
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that  will  beft  fuit  yon,  and  one  which 
I  am  fure  you  are  capable  of  filling  to 
the  entire  £itisfa£tion  of  Mr.  and  Mrs* 
Grevillc,  who  are  two  of  the  moft 
amiable,  plealing  people  in  the  world, 
and  will  never  think  they  can  fuffi- 
deftly  reward  your  care  of  their  fweet 
little  Emma;  of  whom,  I  have  no 
doubt,  you  will  be  almoft  as  fond  as 
they  are ;  for  ihe  is  uncommonly  fen* 
fible  and  engaging.  I  will  write  (con- 
tinued Mrs.  Martin,)  the  moment  I 
get  home ;  and  if  the  appointment  is 
not  already  filled  up,  fecure  it  for  you. 

Our  heroine  thanked  her  in  the 
warmeft  terms  for  her  kind  promife 
and  intention,  affuring  her,  that  it 
ihould  be  her  fiudy  to  aft  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  do  no  difcnedit  to  her 
recommendation;  and  that  fuch  a 
fituaticm  would  be  every  thing  Ihe 
could  hope  or  wifli  for.  The  idea  of 
betog  fo  fooA  delivered  from  her  pre-^ 
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fent  ftate  of  flavery,  and  {daced  in  one 
ihr  plea&nt  and  eligible ;  of  exchanging ' 
meannefs^ignoeance  and  vulgarity^  for 
generofity,  information  and  ppUtenefs, 
vras  inexpreffibly  foothing  to  her  mind  ;  - 
and  had  fhe  not  been  difturbed  by  the 
apprehended  uncertainty  of  obtaining 
fo  many   bleffings,  ihe  would  almoil: 
have  tafted  perfed  happinefs.    Hope 
and  fear  kept  her  fleeplefs  during  the 
greateft  part  of  the<  night,  ^nd  fhe  waff 
up  the  next  morning  at  leaft  an  hour 
fooner  than  her  ufual  timeof  rifing.  She 
was{officious  in  aflifting  Mrs.  Martin  to  ' 
drefs,  fearing. chat  ihe  fhould  lofe  time^ 
and  not  be.  ready  for  breakfaft^  which 
would  of  courfe  delay  that  of  her  re* 
turn  home;  by  this  means  they  wore 
ip  the  parlour  near  half  an  hour  before 
the  miftrefs  of  the  hoofe  appeared. 
.  Juliana;   having  fequefted  the  fer- 
vant  to  hiing  in  breakfaft  the  moment 
his  lady  came  down,  went^  as  was  her 
4  ufual 
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ufaal  cuflom,  to  the  chamber  where 
Iier  pupils  flept;  for  they  never  were 
able  to  dre&  themfelves,  and  leave  their 
apartment  in  fuch  order  as  ihe  re- 
quired, without  her  affifiance.  Thi& 
taik  being  performed,  ihe  returned 
to  the  parlour,  in  hopes  of  feeing 
breakfaft  in  a  confiderable  degree  of 
forwardnefs  ;  when  as  flie  approached 
the  door,  ihe  heard  a  ftifled  laugh,  and 
Mrs.  Martin  exclaim.  Fie,  fie^  Burton  $ 
I  proteft  thou  art  the  moft  impertinent 
creature  I  ever  knew ;  go,  go  to  your 
wife  and  tell  her  &•  Upon  our  he- 
roine's entrance,  flie  iaw  that  lady  and 
Mr.  Burton  fitting  upon  the  fofa,  he 
in  a  reclining  pofiure,  his  head  being 
ailmoft  funk  behind  her,  and  his  arms 
carelefsly  thrown  round  her  waift.  She 
coloured  upon  feeing  Juliana,  and  dif- 
engaging  herfdf  from  him,  exclaimed 
in  an  afield  tone.  Dear  Mifs  Clay« 
ton,  do.cooie  aad  hdjjp  n)e>  this  rudt 
.    *  creature 
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creature  won't  let  me  alone.    Our  he^ 
roine  was  about  to  have  anfwered  in  a 
manner  expreffive  of  the  difguft  and 
contempt  with  which  fuch  impropriety 
of  conduft  infpired  her,  when  the  en<- 
trance  of  Mrs.  Burton  prevented  ken 
The  moment  breakfaft  was  over,  the 
Squire  quitted  the  room;  and  in  lefs 
than  half  an  hour  Mrs.  Martin  fol- 
lowed his  example,  having  firft  given 
her  dear  Mrs«  Burton  (as  Oie  now  con- 
itantly  entitled  her,)  the  moft  prelSing 
invitations  to  return  her  vifit  while 
the  fine  weather.  lafted;  adding,  that 
ihe  hoped  (he  would  bring^  the  fweet 
girls  along  with  her,  and  favbur  her 
with   flaying  at  lead  two    or  three 
nights.    The  lady  to  whom  thefe  pro- 
pofals  were  direfted,  appeared  to  feel 
no  reludance  to  the  thought  of  ac- 
cepting them}  faying  flie  could  now 
leave  home  with  more  convenience 
than  formerly,  as  ihe  could  entruf):  the 

keys 
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keys. CO  Mifs  Clayton^  who,  (he  had  no 
dcubt^  would  take  good  care  of  every 
thing  duriag  her  abfence.  After  thefe 
mutual  civilities^  the  ladies  parted,  ex- 
preffing  the.  ftrongeft  deiire  of  foon 
renewing  the  pleafure  they  had  latdy 
enjoyed  in  each  other's  company,  Mrs^ 
Martin  repeatedly  begging  that  the 
young  ladies  would  remind  their 
'  manuna^of  her  promife. 

Before  ihe  quitted  the  Grove,  Mrs« 
Martin  took  'an  opportunity  of  whif- 
pering  our  heroine,  that  ihe  would  be 
fure  to  write  to  Mrs.  Greville  that 
very  day ;  and  that  in  about  a  week 
ihe  might  expedfc  to  hear  from  her* 
Juliana  could  only  thank  her  by  a 
look  of  gratitude  for  her  kind  pronufe, 
for  the  performance  of  which  ihe 
waited  with  impatience. 


CHAP^ 
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G  H  A  P  T  E  R      XXIX. 

THE     PROMISE     PER-FCR'MED* 

A  FULL  week  did  our  .Beroine 
wait  in  impati^it  expe&ation  of 
IkeariDg  from  Mrs.  Martin,  She  was 
naturally  inclined  to  hope,  and  to  view 
every  thing  in,  the  moft  chearful  ^i4 
ancouraging  point  of  view^  in  which* 
Mafbn  and  judgment  would  admit  of 
hit  hehoidmg.thism.  Her  fpirits  were 
coniiderafaly  enUvened  by  the  com* 
&rtabk  pro^efi  wiucH  now  appeared  > 
to  opoi.  upon  her*;  fire  already  began 
in  idea  to  tafte  fome  of  her  Conner 
pleafures;  Oxt  indulged  a  train  of 
agreeable  reflexions,  which,  for  fome 
time  pafi,  had  been  ftrangers  to  her 
breaft.  One  pleafing  image  fucceed-- 
ing  another,  incited  her  to  a  trial- 
of  her  long  negleftcd  talent  ibr  pee* 

try. 
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try.  A  fine  myrtle-tree  (which  ihe 
had  bcrfelf  watered  and  tended  ever 
fince  ihe  came  to  the  Grove,  and  of 
which  ihe  was  confidepably  fonder  than^ 
of  any  thing  elfe  in  the  houfe)  ilood- 
upon  a  table  before  hen  The  Sonnet 
had*  of  Jatf  become  ier  favourite  com- 
pofitlon.  She  ha^  one  in  her  poiTeffion 
which  {h€  had  at  le^perufeda  thoHfaad 
«times  over.  She  refolved  to  addrefs^ 
one  to  her  verdant  favourite,,  and  after 
coniidering  for  a.moment,  took  upthe 
pen,  and  wrote  the  following  lines* 

SONNET,. 

TO   A    MYRTIiB-TRBE*^ 

When  fammer  decks  tke  Aniling  plain. 
Behold  how  frefh  yon  roie-bufh  blooms  ^ 

How  rich  a  glow  delights  the  eye^ 
How  fweet  a  fcent  the  air  perfumes. 

Bi;^t  ah  !  when  frowning  Winter  comes, 
•When  tempefls  load  th'  inclement  ikies,. 

How  foon  the  gaudy  flower  declines. 
It  fickens,,  withers,,  falls,,  and  dier ! 

lilt: 
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£at  'gainft  thy  fober,  modeft  charms     ^ 
The  fealbos  point  their  rage  in  vain  ; 

ThoUy  cooftant  thro'  the  varying  year 

Thy  leafy  honours  fiialt  retain. 
'Thus  virtue  every  ftorm  of  fate  can  brave, 

Unxnov'd  meet  death,  and  uiosnph  In  the  grave* 

Our  heroine  wa&  in  one  of  thefe 
agreeable  reveries,  when  Ihe  was  fud- 
denly  awakened  from  it  by  the  en- 
trance of  her  youngcft  pupil,  who  gave 
her  a  letter,  which  ibe  faid  was  come 
from  Mrs.  Martinis,  and  that  a  fervant 
waited  for  an  anfwer;  adding,  mamma 
wonders  what  Mrs.  Martin  -can  want 
with  you,  for  Ihe  knows  it  is  her 
band.  Juliana  impatiently  broke  open 
the  feal,  and  read,  the  following  words. 

**  I  am  happy  to  inform  my  dear 
Juliana,  that  I  have  fucceeded  in  my 
application  to  Mrs.  Grcville,  from 
whom  I  this  morning,  received  a  let- 
ter, in  which  fhe.not  only  promifcs  to 

take 
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take  you  into  her  family,  provided  fhc 
finds  you  defervingcrf  the  charafter  I 
have  given  you,  but  purpofes  to  dine 
with  me  to-morrow,  and  requcfts  that 
you  may  give  her  the  meeting,  in  or- 
der tliat  (he  mzy  be  able  to  judge  of 
your  manners,  about  which  ihe  is  v^ery 
particular.    You  will,  therefore,  at  all 
events,  be  with  me  by  ten  or  eleven 
o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  for  I  wifli 
to  have  a  little .  time  with  you  before 
Ihe  arrii^s,  as  it  will  be  in  my  power 
to  giye  you  fome  hints  which  may  be 
ufeful  to  you.     Let  nothing  prevent 
your  coming.:  you  need  not  ufe  much 
ceremony  with  Mrs.  Burton,  as  you 
will  no  longer  (land  in  heed  of  her 
protection.     I  fliall  exped  you  with 
impatience.    A  fervant  fliall  be  at  the 
Grove  by  nine  o'clock,  to  conduft  you^ 
to  yiour  iincere  and  afie^ionate 

M.  Martin.'* 
Juliana 
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Juliana  (without  in  the  leaft  degree 
attending  to  Mifs  Peggy,  who  cxpref- 
fed  a  great  defire  to  know  what  were 
the  contents  of  the  letter  Ihe  had  de- 
livered) immediately  returned  an  an* 
iwer  to  Mrs.  Martin,  afluring  her,  that 
nothing  (hould  prevent  her  attending^ 
her  at  the  hour  flie  had  appointed* 
Having  fealed  her  billet,  flie  went  her- 
ielf  down  flairs,  and  gave  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  fervant ;  after  which  ihe 
turned  into  the  parlour,  where  Mrs. 
Burton  and  her  daughters  were  fitting^. 
So  Mifs,  (exclaimed  the  former)  I  find 
you  have  had  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin. Yes,  madam,  (replied  Juliana)^ 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  engaging 
myfclf  to  fpend  to-morrow  with  her. 
To  fpend  to-morrow  with  her !  (cried 
iMrs.  Burton,  in  a  voice  of  afioniih- 
ment)  Q>end  to-morrow  with  Mrs. 
Martin!  Yes,  madam,  (anfwered  our 
heroine)  there  is  a  lady  to  dine  at  her 

koufe 
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lioufe  with  whom  I  have  particular  bu* 
fiaefs^  and  I  muft  beg  you  will  excufc 
cay  abfencc  for  one  day,      Bufinefs! 
(cried  Mrs,  Burton)  what  bufinefs  can 
you  have?  I  think  your  proper  bufinefs 
is  to  mind  your  fcholars ;   I  am  furc 
they  come  on  very  flowly.    There  is 
the  Mifs  Whites,  by  the  time  their 
governefs '  had  been  with  them  three 
months,  could  talk  French  as  fail  as 
Englifli,  and  iiny  girb  can  hardly  fay 
a  word.   But  fome  people  are  fo  vaftly 
.  fond  of  new  acquaintance !  I  thought, 
by  all  the  whifpering  that  paffed  the 
morning    Mrs.   Martin  left  us,    that 
fomething  was  going  on :  people  think 
they  can  deceive  jpeople,  but  they  are 
miftaken.    As  for  Mrs.  Martin,  flie  is 
as  meer  a  flaunting  goffiping  minx  as 
any  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  if  I 
was  to  fay  (he  was  no  better  than  flie 
ihould  be,  I  believe  nobody  could  ac- 
cufe  mc  of  fpeaking  what  is  not  true. 

Juliana 
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Juliana  endeavoured  to  foften  Mrs. 
Burton's  difpleafuK  by  faying,  that 
(he  was  forry  her  viilt  was  difagreeable 
to  her;  and  adding,  chat  it  would 
probably  be  the  only  one  fhe  ihould 
defire  to  make  during  her  continuance 
at  the  Grove.  Thist  in  fome  degree 
pacified  her  anger,  though  ihe  was  not 
in  perfeft  good  humour  throughout 
the  whole  day. 

By  nine  tlie  following  morning  Mrs. 
Martin's  fervant  arrived,  andburhe«> 
roine  (having  firft  helped  the  young 
ladies  to  drefs,  and  afligned  them  little 
talks  for  the  employment  of  the  day) 
fet  out  upon  her  way  to  Criton,  the 
name  of  a  large  village  in  which  Mr. 
Martin  livedi.  Upon  her  arrival,  flie 
was  met  by  the  miftrefs  of  the  houie, 
in  whofe  countenance  dlfappointment 
and  chagrin  were  flrongly  depicted. 
My  dear  girl,  faidfhcj  (taking  Juliana's 
hand^  and  leading  her  into  a  hand- 

fome 
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fome  parlour)  I  am  truly  glad  to  fee 
you,  but  I  am  fo  vexed,  fo  difappoint- 
cd!    Do  you  know,   that  about  ten 
minutes  after  John  fet  out  to  fetch  you 
here,  I  received  a  letter  from  n^y  friend 
Mrs.  Greville,  in  which,  after  thank- 
ing me  in  the  moft  obliging  manner 
for  the  pains  I  have  taken  to  fuit  her 
with  a  govcrnefe  for   her  daughter, 
flie  proceeds  to  inform  me,  that  hft 
night  a  young  lady  arrived  at  her  houfe, 
who  is  fo  well  recommended,  and  ap- 
pears fo  every  way  what  Ihc   could 
wifii,  that  it  was  impoflSble  for  her  to 
decline  the  offer  of  her  abilities,  which 
flie  has  every  reafon  to  believe  are  of 
the  very  firft  rate.   Nothing  (continued 
Mrs.  Martin)  could  be  fo  unfortunate, 
for  it  may  be  a  long  time  before  I  hear 
of  any  thing  that  will  fuit  you  fo  well, 
and  really  yotw  prefent  fituation  is  quite 
dreadful. 
Vol.  IV.  H  Jdliatia 
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Juliana  was  indeed  diiapf>oifited. 
The  thought  of  returning  to  the 
Grove,  as  a  place  of  refidence>  was 
inexpreilibly  difagreeable,  and  almofl 
infupportable.  While  ihe  had  enter- 
tained  little  or  no  hopes  of  a  change, 
ihe  had  brought  her  mind  into  a  gloomy 
kind  of  refignation,  but  the  bright 
gleam  which  had  lately  darted  in  upon 
her,  might  be  faid  to  have  rendered 
darknefs  viiible.  She  had  before  flrove 
to  deceive  herfelf^  to  believe  that  her 
iituation  was  tolerable,  as  it  gave  her 
the  power  of  affording  inftru<5HoA  and 
improvement  to  perfons  fo  greatly  in 
want  of  both,  and  of  providing  for 
her  own  necefllties  without  incurring 
obligations.  But  (ince  fljte  had  indulged 
her  mind  in  dwelling  upon  fceries  of 
dcgance  and  comfort,  every  thing  in 
&er  late  habitation  appeared  doubly 
difgufting;  an^l  the  idea  of  continuing 
there,  perhaps  for  whole  years,  funk 

her 
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her  fpirits  in  Co  uncommon  a  degree, 
that  fhe  fat  down  upon  a  chair  which 
Mrs«  Martin  had  placed  for  her»  unable 
to  utter  a  word. 

Having  a  little  recovered  herfelf,  ih« 
thanked  the  kind  miftrefs  of  the  man- 
iion  for  the  trouble  ihe  had  given  her^ 
felf  about  her.  I  am  indeed  unfor* 
tunate,  (faid  ihe,  unable  to  fupprefs  a 
tear  which  ftole  down  her  foft  cheek) 
J  am  very  unfortunate !  The  thought 
of  living  at  the  Grove,  of  being  re- 
proached by  unfeeling  ignorance,  be- 
caufe  I  cannot  animate  flupidity,  and 
give  ideas  ^  idiotifin,  is  unfupporta- 
ble.  I  will  rifk  every  thing  rather  than 
fubmit  to  it.  By  this  time  Mrs*  Mor- 
dant may  have  heard  of  fomething 
more  eligible;  I  will  Immediately  write, 

and Ah,  my  dear  Juliana,  (cried 

Mrs.  Martin)  you  will  never  know  the 

world :  deceived  by  the  innocence  anj 

goodnefs  of  your  own  heart,  you  ex- 

H  2  peel 
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pe6l  to  meet  with  virtues  which  I  fear 
cxift  no  where  elfe.      I  know  Mrs. 
Mordaat  better  than  you  do,   and  I 
would  lay  ten  thoufand  to  one,  againft 
her  ever  giving  herfelf  the  trouble  of 
anfwering  your  letter.    Well,  (replied 
Juliana)  if  that  ihould  be  the  cafe^  I 
will  not  fuffer  that  pride,  to  which  I 
Lave  not  the  fmalleft  reafonable  pre- 
tence, to  fiand  between  and  rob  me  of 
that  humble  contentment,  which  I  may, 
perhaps,  be  fortunate  ehough  to  attain, 
perhaps,  madam,  (continued  flie  hefi- 
tating)  perhaps  you  may  knowfomc 
lady  of  worthy  charader%who  wants 
an  attendant  upon  her  perfon.     Good 
heavens!  (exclaimed  Mrs.  Martin)  can 
you  fcrioufly  think  of  going  to  fervice? 
I  can  (anfwered  Juliana;)  I  will  no 
longer   continue   at  the  Grove,  and 
what  elfe  can  I  do?  There  is  yet  another 
choice  left  you,  (replied  Mrs.  Martin) 
you  hav€  yet  one  friend,*  one  who  is 

both 
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both  able  and  ddiroita  to  rftife  you 
abovi  all  the  difficulties  under  whicbt 
ycM  now  ftruggle,  who  will  not  only 
make  yocr  eafy  and  independent,  but 
lidb^  gteat:^  and  happy.  Tou  are  fiir«- 
prized  f  you  doubt  the  truth  of  w:hat 
I  aflert.  I  do  not  wonder  at  your 
amazement;  fuch  virtue,  fuch  attach-^ 
ment  is  indeed  uncommon.  But  to 
keep  yxnx  no  longer  in  fiifpence^  to  put 
your  good  fortune  beyond  a  poffihility 
of  doubt,  behold  this  excellent,  this 
generous  ftiend,  and  learn  firom  him 
the  particulars  of  your  happinefs.  So 
iiying,  ibe  opened  the  door  of  an  inner 
parlour,  out  of  which,  to  oiir  heroine's 
utter  aftonifinnent,  came  the  Earl  of 

His  Ibrdfbtp  approached  our  half-* 
affiigfated  heroine,  with  the  greateft 
refpefl ;  and  taking  one  of  her  hands, 
Lovely  Mifs  Maitland,  (faid  he)  how 
do  1  rejoice  to  fee  you?  Why  have  you 
fo  long  concealed  yourfelf  from  one 

H  3  vfho 
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who  knows  no  pleafure  equal  to  that 
of  fcrving  you?  Bdicve  me,  I  can 
truly  fay,  that  iince  you  quitted  Mor- 
dant->Place,  I  have  not  enjoyed  anl  eafy 
moment.^  Why  would  you  fo  exceed- 
ingly dillrcfs  thofe  who  ikcerely  love 
you,  and  expofe  yourfelf  to  dangers 
and  diiEculties  with  which  you  were 
not  born  to  ftruggle,  and  which  they 
would  rather  die  than  fuffo:  you  to  en- 
dure ?  If  I  have  any  fuch  friends.  Sir, 
(anfwerod  Juliana,  fomewhat  recovered 
from  her  furprize)  I  am  indeed  obliged 
to  them.  The  difficulties  with  which 
I  have  hitherto  ftruggled,  have  been 
only  fuch  as  are  naturally  to  be  ex- 
peAed  in  my  proper  rank  of  life.  Yoa 
are  not  ignorant,  that  I  have  given  up 
all  pretenfion  to  the  name  of  Maitland, 
(continued  ihe,  a  deep  figh  ftraggling 
from  the  very  bottom  of  her  heart;)  a 
right  to  it  I  never  poffeffed  j  and  I  muft 
intreat  all  thofe  who  knew  me  in  a 

fiAitious 
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fiditious  charafter,  to  forget  both  me 
and  a  circtimftance  which  I  cannot  re- 
fleA  upon  without  confufion..  Forget 
you !  (exclaimed  the  Earl)  rather  tell 
me  to.  forget  my  exigence.  The  name 
you  have  loft  was  unworthy  .of  your 
merits;  one  far  more  ancient  and  noble 
awaits,  will  be  honoured  by  your  ac- 
ceptance. Need  I  fay,  need  I  repeat, 
how  dear  you  are  to  me  f  can  I  give 
you  a  ilronger  proof  of  my  attach- 
ment, than  by  offering,  in  your  prefent 
fituation,  to  make  you  my  wife  ?^I  will 
deceive  you  in  nothing;  as  foon  as 
your  mother  difcoyered  the  place  of 
your  conceStlment,  (he  communicated 
the  welcome  intelligence  to  me.  Three 
days  fince  I  arrived  at  this  place,  and 
the  time  fince  that  has  been  wholly  em- 
ployed in  drawing  up  fuch  writings, 
as  will  fecure  to  you  not  merely  inde- 
pendence, but  affluence,  large  as  your 
ow^n  benevolent  heart  can  defire.  Thefc 
H  4  writinga 
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\rriting8  want  but  the  cereinony  of 
figning  to  render  them  valid }  and  you 
will  beyond  meafure  oblige  me  by  con* 
defcending  to  fuffer  me  to  execute 
theirir  There  i»  (continued  he,  fof- 
tcning  his  voice)  but  one  z&  more  ne* 
cefiary  to  complete  my  happinefs,  and 
I  truft,  infurc  your  own,  Exactty  at 
twelve  I  have  appointed  the  redor  of 
the  panih  to  attend  us ;  I  have  a  fpe- 
cial  licence  in  readincfsi  and  this  even*: 
iAg  I  hope  to  fet  out  upon  my  returm 
to  Belford  Abby^  the  ricfaeflr  and  hap«' 
pieflr  man  upon  earth; 

Ah,  my  dear  Juliana,  (exdaimedr 
Mrs.  Martin)  how  inexpreffiUy  happy 
will  you.  be !  ih  a^  momeac  to  find  your-* 
fltf  ddivercd  front  fo  many  difcoin- 
forts,  from  the  wrettehed  profpeft  oP 
paffing  your  youth  in*  hardffiipSi  an* 
ydur  old  age  in^negfeded  poverty;  in- 
a^  moment,  I  fay,  to  be  delivered  from 
a^  ftate  fo  miferable^  and*  placed^  in  atke 

fo 
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If  i;  wedir  to  look  for  Uappinefs  m 
ti»  fitiniticm  you^  propofe^  BQadam>  (re-*^ 
plicdoor  beroine)m7e3cpe£btion  would 
indeed  pfo^e  a  dreanu    I  am  feoilble 
of  the  iSDpfeafaiitiie&  of  my  prefent 
ooadttum  and  profpefts^  but  I  will  not 
oscbangp  than  tor  others^  ft^  more 
^Domy,  fior  qmt  the  uaieTcn  but  iiife 
fatbs  of  virtue^  iot  tfic  thorny  and 
deftro(&t;te  oizea  of  vice;     To  youj^ 
aiadam,  ^oBtiimcd  Ae).  what  I  fay 
may  appear  fixnewhat  myfterk>us>  bufc 
Ids  lordfiiip  dearly  comprehends  it» 
m&Lim^    It  is  foffideilt  to  yoti^  that 
I  flnniid  affigaats  a  eaufe  of  my  prefent 
aHfoloterefi;^  of  the  feemingly  fplen^ 
did  and  hoaoorable  propofah  bow  made 
ine,^  that  by  accepting  them,,  I  fhoulci 
yendet  my&K  more  unhappy*  than  i 
ahfciadf  am^:  but  Lord  Belford  ib*  con»t 
H  5  &iou5i 
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fcious  of  a  caufe  which  would  make 
it  ciiminal ;  he  well  knows  that  were 
I  to  accept  the  oflfers  he  has  now  made 
mcj  I  fhould  not  be  his  wife;  that  it 
IS  not  in  his  power  to  make  me  fuch» 

Lwd  Belf<x*d's  confiifion  Was  vifi* 
Ue  in  his  countenance,  as  was  that  of 
Mrs*  Matin  in  her's ;  fhe  affe&ed  to 
hxigh,  was  half  in  a  paffion,  and  half 
eAdeaToured  to  foothe  and  perfuade 
Juliana  into  what  fhe  wiflied.  Talked 
of  romantic  nonfenfe,  of'  a  permanent 
eftablifliment,  and  the  great  danger  of 
living  in  an  unprotedaed  ftate*  Juliaaa 
was  about  to  have  replied^  when  Lord 
Belford,  (approaching  her  w&h  a  mkc* 
ture  of  refpeflr  and  apprehenfion)  iaid 
he  but  toa  well  knew  the  unfortunate 
circumflance  to  which  fhe  alluded; 
adding^  could  I  recall  the  pafi>  every: 
thing  ihould  unite  m  my  prefent  pro* 
pofal  which  honour,  or  the  moft  fcru<* 
pulous  delicacy  could  require ;.  but 

permit 
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ptxmlt  me  to  obferve,  that  the  validity 

of  the  deeds  1  juft  now  mentioned,  de- 

-pends  upon  nothing  but  their  being 

figned  by  me;  and  that  I  am  ready  to 

execute,  them  with  any  additions  you 

'  jhall  condefccnd  to  pjG^int  out*    Let  me 

lii^ewiie  remind  my  adored  Juliana, 

that  there  is  no-  perfon  in  the  world 

known  by  the  name  of  Lady  Belford  > 

that  nobody  will  ever  difpute  the  title 

with  herj  nor  wilt  ifae  injure  any  one 

by  afluming  it.    Hold^  Sir,  (exclaimed 

o*ir  heroine  j)    were  you   unmarried,. 

and  thought  proper  to  offer  me  your 

hand  and  fortune}  poor,  unknown,, 

a^d  unproteded  as  I  am,  it  is  likely 

that  I^ihouki  rejed  thems  do  not  then 

fi^ppofe  that  any  propofals  you  have 

now  the  power  of  making,  can  colt 

me  even  the;  hefitation  of  a.  moment*^ 

1  perceive,  madam,,   (continued  fhe,, 

addreffmg  Mrs,  Martin,)  that  the  hopes* 

with  which  you  flattered  me  of  pro- 

H6  curing; 
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curing  a  more  comfortable  fittibftoii 
than  that  I  am  nOW  in,  were  eUtlrely^ 
imthout  foundationi  and  merely  cal- 
ctilatcd  to  ferve  a  prefent  pu^fe  of 
your  own  in  drawing  me  hkher*  You 
have,  I  doubt  not,  more  caia^fe  to  re* 
gret  your  dif^>pointment  than  l^t 
which  proceeds  from  ycHir  regard  to 
my  fuppofed  intereftf  fo  far  as  that 
regard^  however  nullakeii  ki  Hs^  ob^ 
jeft,  ha5  been  yocir  motive)  1  anr 
obliged  to  your  intcntioni;  'tke  ho* 
BOW  of  both  demands  that  in  ftiti»e 
we  Ihould  be  ftrangers;  and  I  beg 
leave  to  repeat  my  laft  and  only  re- 
<ltieft,  which  I  truft  will  be*  dbf^nred 
by  all  who  hav^  the  fmallefl  reihaiiuiig 
kindnefi  for  me,  that  both-  my  name 
and  place  of  abode  ntoy  continue  eti^ 
tirely  unknown.  So  faying^  with  ^ 
confciotjs  dignity  of  air  afid  afped ;  a: 
dignity^,  die  refolt  neither  of  title,  for* 
lutie^  or  fplendor  of  e^ttemal  zpptta^ 

ance. 
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zhce^  bbt  of  trwl^iim^lbt  honOW  ahd* 
re^tiide;  flie  qiiitted  the  i-oooftr  le^r-* 
ing  the  poor  difa(ppoiritcd  Teer^  and' 
his  worthy  and  fHU  mbrtf  difilppomted 
afliSaiit,  ta  g^atrc  upod  each'  oth^r  in  : 
{jieAtyrandfX;  neither  of  them  daring; 
to  fl!Qp^  or  endcavoiB?  to.  ]prevent  h&r 
going. 

She  irall^d  witb  a  qnidk  dep'tiB. 
ihe  gofi  eDtirdy  dufc  bf  the  Tillage  p^ 
ivfaen  flackfiningherpacV  fttf nsoined*^ 
flowly  iiowig  the  fieUr,  fevolymg  in^ 
her  mind  Che  erents;  of  ^e  naming*^ 
Jnft  av  ihe  came  into  tht  field  ac^n** 
ing  a  ihrnUsery  which  tod  dkcQiy  to^ 
thiehosft,  iheiheaDd  agiAt'go&ff^and' 
IB  a'^nrbsoments  bdiel<^  the  Sqinrr 
4)prpaefaixig.  M)&  Chytoh^  (cricid 
hie,)  'vHu>  rspiefted'  to  foe  yoir  this^ 
Aovning  f  I  tiboD^t  yo»  #ere  ^ne  tor 
dine  withNbb.  Maititi^.  I  fisfjpofe  (he 
htt  affimtfcd  you^  &k  l&mnr  ihe  hate» 
cvecjr.  hjHU&MpeL  womttn«    |a&  as  he 

had 
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had  fimihed  this  gaUant.  fpeech,  said 
was  proceeding  to  take  hold .  of  her 
handj  (a  freedom  he  h^  often  at- 
tempted, but  had  m!6t  with  a  coaibot 
repulfe,)  Mrs.  Burton  appeared,  at  the* 
end  o£  the  (hruhbeiy.    :Upon  Julia« 
mv's  approadiy  ihe  exclaioied*  with  z 
look  not  very  expreffive  of  pleafurc  or 
kindneisy  31eis  ^ancy  MS^  Ghytoal 
what  returned  alrdady !  I  thought  yoir 
were  to  have  Ipent  the  whole  day  witb 
your  neW  friend^.'   Out*  heroine/ re-- 
pliedy  that  the  lady  fhe  went  to  meet 
having  met  with  an.  accident  which  ^ 
prevented  her  coming  accor£ng  to 
Mrs« ,  Martift's   expeftationv  .ihe  had. 
come  home  to.  dihnef;  there  beinjg^  na-: 
other  inducement  to^'her/ibymg  at- 
Criton,      And   pray  where  did  you 
meet  Mn  Burton  ?.(aiked  his  ladyi)< 
lias  he  been  at  Cri£on..toa?  Juliana^ 
anfw^ed.that  he  had  not; joined.. her' 
longer  than  five  minutes })  adding^  that: 
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Ihe  fuppofed  Ihc  had  heard  the  report 
of  hi&gun^  which  went  off  jiift  before 
he  came  in  fight.     Well,  (faid  Mrs* 
Burton,   appearing  pretty  well  fatis^ 
fied,)  I  am  glad  you  are  come  homei 
the  girls  have  been  fo  rude,  there's  no 
bearing  thenu    I  hope  you  won't  yfznt 
to  go  out  again  for  a.  long  timei.  fop 
gadding  about  lioes  young  womeauq 
good ;  it  only  teaches  them  to  flirt  and 
goflip^  and  ibrget  .whofe   legs  the^ 
ibindupan..    This  fpcech>  and  a  few 
iBose  equally  iage  and  elegant,  brpughb 
them. to  the  houfe,  which  owe  heroine 
entered  with  a  hfeayy  heart,  and  a  fen- 
iation  ibck  as  tLe  poor  d^faMr  feels^ 
lehen  after  die  iodulgencerpf  a  fiiort 
furlough^  -he  again    returns    to   hi%^ 
gloomy  prifpo*. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER     X3EK. 

KO  PASfilOlV  so  VIOLENT  AS  JBAtOUSYv 

NO'SHING  conldiJ^  more  truhf 
mortifying  ti&air  every  part  of  au^ 
Ikeroine's  fitttotion;    She  had  loft  aoiJ 
given  up  aH  iiat  \ras  mofi:  dear  to  h^ 
npoa  earth :  herprcfent  fiate  wa&trulif 
'  liutcomfertaU^  and  her  futmre  proCpeits^ 
«bfcUreahd.di&aurs^g.    fothis  &*- 
mily  it  wasi  xnqnlffi&le  f or.  her  to  re- 
main f  tSiera* wtt  aobqpiitifrg  to  Uv^  in: 
the  niidft?  •#  mdraqm^abk  c«if€€ic^ 
ai8<f  umntprtJveabjtf  igiioran^e^    Yet, 
yt^hett  JtouML  ike  g»^  Wh#had  ihe  ^ 
light  to  ti^DiliN^  vrith  h^r  iraAttaiid 
Aiififorfnneift  ^   She  wigtild^  tremble  lia 
one ;  (he  would  endure  even  heir  pre- 
fent  fiate^  till  fomething  offered  that 
might  enable  her  to  change  it  to  ad« 
vantage.    In  this  refolution^  it  is  pro- 
baUe».  ihe  would  l^ve  continued  tilf 
«ba*'d€£Md  ibmetbing  prefented  itfehv 

had: 
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bad  k  not  been  for  an  unexpeded  cir« 
cumft^nce,  which  fuddenly  obliged  her 
to  refolve  upon  quktitig  even  tiic  poor 
flielter,   which  fortuae  had  afforded 
her.    This  drcuinftaiice  was*  iko  other 
thaa  the  very  great  atterrtion  paid  to 
her  by  the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  who 
t6ok  every  opportunity  of  being  in* 
her  fight^  and  never  let  one  flip,  when 
his  wife  was  abfent^  without  faying  a^ 
nmnber  of  obliging  diings  to  her,  not 
one  of  which  he  dared  to  utter  while> 
Mrs.  Buroon  was  pre&nt, 

Otn^heromehad  been  too. much  ac-* 
cuftonied  tx>  receive  com^imentsr  fronlf 
niidh, '  ta  be  (nrprifed  2t  tbodfe  paid  her 
by  Mr.  Burton,  and  was  feme  time  !»-? 
fere  flier  obferved  that  therd  was  any 
tlUirg  pastictflar  iR'tbcnnr^  ox^  that  theyr 
wdre  offly  made  in  the  abfehce  of  hisi 
wife»  The)i  at  kngth^i  however^  }n>^^ 
dame  tod^  expreflive  oi  more  than  tom^ 
man-  admirs^ioii  to  isfcape  hernotice;' 

She 
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She  became  uneafy ;  and  her  eagernefa 
to  quit  the  Grove  increafedi  when 
one  morning,  after  a  ride  which  he 
ufually  took  every  day,  he  entered 
the  parlour,  and  prefcnted  a  letter-  to 
Juliana,  faying,  he  met  with  it  at  the 
poft-oiEce  in  the  neighbouring  town, 
to  which  he  geperally  road  every  polt 
morning  to  inquire  for  thofe  direded 
to  himfelf.  Juliaua  was  furprifed  to 
fte  ihfi-  fuperfcripdon  for  Mifs  Clayton, 
a  name  fhe  had  afiumed  upon  her  ar« 
rival  at  the  Grove,  and  with  which  not 
even' Mrs.  Mordant  was  acquainted; 
but,  upon  opening  it,  her:  iurprife  was 
changed  into  indignation,  when  (he 
read  thefe  words : 

"  Moft  beautiful  of  women,  if 
you  at  all  know  yourfelf,  you  will 
not  wonder  that  every  man  who 
fees,  muft  admire  you ;  but  I  do  more, 
1  love  yoti.  Would  to  heaven  I  could 
cooViape  you  pf  it,  by  makixig  you  my 

wife  i 
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Wife ;  but^  alas,  I  am  tied  to  one  ivho 
is  exadly  the  revcrfe  of  you ;  who  is 
every  thing  I  hate.  1  know  how  difr 
agreeable  it  muft  be  to  you,  to  live 
with  fuch  a  vulgar  piece  of  ignorance 
and  folly;  permit  me  to  remove -you 
from  her/  I  wilt  immediately  make 
you  independent,  by  fettling  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  upon  you;  and 
this  I  will  do  before  you  leave  the 
Crove,  and  tnifl  to  your  gratitude  for 
my  rewards  I  defire  no  anfwer>  but 
a  finiie;  imile,  and  I  am  happy. 

T.  Burton.'' 

.  Juliana  put  up  this  curious  billet 
with  a  blufli  of  contempt  and  indig* 
nation.  Mr.  Burtcin,  who  had  feated 
himself  oppofite  to  her  while  ihe  was 
reading  it,  in  vain  watched  for  the 
fmile  which  was  ta  enfure  his  happi^ 
ncfs ;  a  ftatcly  frown,  of  ineffable  dit 
<lain^  was  the  only  return  he  received 
i        .  fov 
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for  his  generous  propel,  vritii  whtch, 
he  quitted  the  room  apparewtly  Tery 
Iktle  Satisfied. 

Our  heroine  now  refolved,  at  all 
€^Btfl>  to  quit  a  family  in  which  flie 
had*  received  fo  gro<6  aninfult^  and 
v^herein,  1/  Ihe  cohdnued^  it  wa»pro* 
bable  file  would  fubjed  herfelf  to  a 
repetitioa  of  it«  She  determined  to 
take  a  k>dging.  in  /ths  neigbboursog 
town,  from  whence  Use  would  writt 
to  Mrs;  Monknt^  andiniiormber  c^ 
the  caufe  which  oUiged  het  to  ksivc 
lh«  Grove  J.  and  to  beg  her  further  ad- 
vice and  recommendation.  In  purfu« 
^de  of  this  refolfetion^  fkc  txM  Mrs« . 
%Btairtoii  tbaC  dve  comeiitS'  of  die  letter 
fte^  baft  juft  receded,  ~  would  otiKge 
hesr  to  quit  her  houfe  immediately ;  adi^ 
ding;  tha^t  &e  hoped  flie  would  foon 
be  fiiltaJ  with  another  precepcov  for 
the  yoqng^  ladies?;^  and  that,  if  &c 
mrgbt  take  tiare  libertyi  ofadvifing,  &e 

would 
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would -recommend  rather  an  older  go- 
vernefs  than  herfclf  to  their  choice. 
Oh,  as  to  that,  (anfwered  Mrs.  Burton) 
there  is  no  danger  of  not  getting  peo- 
ple enough  to  do  every  thing  for  one^ 
while  one  can  pay  them  for  it.  I  war- 
rant coufin  Mordant  knows  enough 
more,  who  will  be  ready  to  jump  af 
luch  an  ofFcrj  fo  if  you  chufeit,  you 
may  go  this  afternoon^  for  I  am  going 
to  fend  the  coach  to  town,  (meaning 
a  fmall  one,  at  the  diflaiKe  of  a  few 
miles  from  the  Grove)  to  fetch  a  fnend> 
who  is  to  ftay  a  few  days  with  me,  and 
if  you  chufe  to  go  fo  foon,  you  may 
fide  in  it.  Juliana ,  replied,  that  fhe 
would  embrace  the  opportunity ;  and, 
rifing  to  leave  the  room,  in  order  to 
put  her  clothes  into  travelling  condi- 
tion,  the  billet  fhe  had  juft  received, 
and  which  in  her  confuilon  fhe  Jiad 
put  on  one  fide  of  her  pocket,  fell 
upon  the  floor,  and  Mrs.  Burton,  who 

pofieiTed 
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poflefled  a  more  than  competent  ihare 
of  that  moil  vulgar  of  all  qualities, 
common  curioficy,  picking  it  up,  in- 
flantly  opened  it,  laying.  Now  I  (hall 
fee  if  it  is  a  lover  that  occaiions  your 
leaving  us  fo  haftily ;  and  cafiing  her 
<cye  to  the  bottom,  beheld  the  name 
and  hand  writing  of  her  hufband. 

Poor  Juliana  was  rendered  both 
dumb  and  motionlefs  by  furprife  and 
fright ;  fhe  turned  pale,  trembled,  and 
was  ready  to  link  to  the  ground.  The 
cheeks  of  Mrs.  Burton,  on  the  con- 
trary, became  deeply  crimfoned,  her 
eyes  darted  fury,  and  fuch  was  the  ex* 
Cefs  of  her  paifion,  that,  for  fome  mo- 
ments, fhe  could  not  utter  a  iingle 
word.  At  length  the  loudnefs  of  her 
voice,  and  the  volubility  of  her  tongue, 
made  ample  amends  for  the  fhort  fuf- 
pehHon  of  their  powers;  flie  loaded 
our  heroine  with  the  moft  opprobrious 
epithets,  fparing  Neither  her  honour, 
:  .  or 
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or  her  delicacy,  and  concluded  with 
bidding  her  get  out  of  her  houfe  that 
very  moment,  adding  that  (he  need 
not  ftay  to  pack  up  her. trumpery, 
as  it  fhould  all  be  fent  after  her^  bag 
and  baggage.  Juliana  endeavoured  to 
clear  her  innocence,  but  fhe  was  over- 
borne by  a  torrent  of  abufe,  and  re* 
folved  to  quit  the  houfe  without  refift- 
ance,  and  content  herfelf  with  writ- 
ing an  account  of  the  affair  to  Mrs. 
Burton,  which  flie  thought  a  duty  due 
to  her  reputation. 

Such  was  the  extreme  violence  of- 
Mrs.  Burton,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
Ihe  gained  permiffion  to  put  on  her 
cloak,  gloves,  and  bonnet,  which  hav- 
ing done  in  the  mofl  hady  manner, 
the  door  was,  by  the  orders  of  that 
fady,  opened  by  a  footman,  and  o\fV 
heroine  driven  out  as  a  creature  un- 
worthy pf  mixing  with  fociety.  , 

.      Sd 
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So  much  was  (he  (hocked  and  fright- 
ed by  the  fcurrility  and  violence  of 
Mrs.  Burton  J  that  for  fome  minutes 
(he  had  no  de(ire  but  to  efcape  from 
them^  or  fear  but  of  encountering  them 
again ;  till  having  reached  the  bottom 
of  the  lawn,  (he  began  to  confider 
which  of  the  paths  before  her,  through 
the  wood,  were  moft  likely  to  lead  to 
the  neighbouring  town.  This  was  no 
eafy  point  to  afcotain,  as  (he  knew 
not  the  dirc61ion  in  whidk  it  fiood.  She 
however  fixed  upon  the  broadcft,  and 
moft  beaten,  hoping  to  meet  fome  one 
who  could  aflPord  her  a  certain  direc- 
tion. As  (he  paffed  along,  (he  fre- 
quently turned  back  to  view, .  through 
the  Icveral  openings,  thofe  pichirefque 
fcenes  with  which  (he  had  been  fo  much 
delighted  upon  her  approach  to  the 
Grove  j  but  the  idea  of  its  inhabitants 
now  mingled  itfelf  with  every  objeft, 
and  though  her  eyefaw  that  they  were 
8  beautiful^ 
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beautiful,  they  had  no  longer  the  power 
to  pleafe.  Indeed,  her  ftate  of*  mind 
was  by  no  means  favourable  to  the  ad« 
iniiEon  of  pleafureable  ideas.  She  had^ 
from  her  earlieft  years,  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  attendance  and  protection,  to 
friendihip  and  tendemefs,  and  was  fud« 
denly  deprived  of  them  all.  She  was 
alone,  wandering  in  a  ftrange  country, 
and  going  to  a  place  where  neither  her 
name  or  perfon  were  known  to  a  fingle  i 
creature.  She  trembled  to  think  upon 
tile  infults  to  which  flie  might  be  ex- 
pofed,  from  the  fbUy  and  cruelty  of 
loankind,  from  fuch  minds  aa  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burton's.  In  ihort,  her  prefent 
ftate  was  comfortlefs  and  perilous.  She 
iooked  back  to  former  days  of  degance 
and  fafety  with  regret,  and  fbrwaird  to 
thofe  of  doubtful  danger  with  ansiety 
and  terror. 

^n  this  moftuneafy  fituationof  mind 
ihe  flopped  upon  an  eminence^  to  try 

Vol.  IV.  I  if 
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if  ihe  could  fee  any  thing  of  the  neigrh- 
bouring  town,  when  a  little  to  her 
right  ihe  heard  the  dtilant  trampling 
of  horfesj  and  in  a  few  moments  t^^'<^ 
horfemen  of  genteel  appearance  canoe.^ 
in  view.  The  firfl  thought  that  oc* 
curred  to  the  mind  of  our  heroine^ 
was  infiant  flight }  but  recoUe^tng  that 
a  director  was  abfolntely  neceffary  to 
her,  and  that  (he  had  a  better  right  to 
exfcGt  citriUty  from  a  gentleman^  than 
from  an. inferior  trnveUer,  ihe  flopped 
tili  they  caipe  near  enough- to  perceiT< 
their'  features;  wboi^  taher  no  fmall 
iliftnrbance^  (he  faw  that  it  was  Mr»« 
Burton  and  his  fervant, 

ShC'Would  hatne  fied^  but  fear  andi 
refentmoit  deprive  heiE^  of   motiMi^- 
and  Afe  flood  pale  and'  tremhUng>  tiU 
tlie  Efquire    obferving  who  it  was, 
leaped  off  his  horfe  in  an  inftant,  and: 
zffrozcbitkg  her  with  what  be  eft^emed 
extreme  gaUanltry  and^  p^ten«i»»  ez^- 
2  /  claimed, 


d  by  Google 


HiENRV.  ANB    I3Aff£.LLA«         TJt^ 

claimed,.Mifs  Clayton  I  Is  it  polfiblc 
that  I  am  fa  happy  1  Can  it  be  on  nty* 
account  that  you  have  left  the  Grove  f 
Yes,   Sir,  (replied  oul'  heroine,    fear 
giving  way  to  anger,)  it  is  indeed  on* 
your  account  that  I  have  left  it.    I 
truft,  Sir,  nothing  in  my  conduft  af- 
fcrded  you  caufe  to  Believe  that  the 
ftrange  letter  you  gave  me  this  morn- 
ing c5uld  be  acceptable ;  be  affurcd  it 
tvas  far  othcrwife.    It  is,  however,  fal- 
len into  the  hands  of  your  Lady,  who, 
cnragedat  my  fuppofed  crimen  has  fud- 
dcnly  difmifled  me  from  her  femily, 

Difmiffed  you  from  her  family !  (ex- 
claimed Mr.  Burton  ;)  by  heaven,  but 
you  Ihall  be  in  the  family,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  family,  if  it  is  agreeable 
to  you !  Permit  me,  Ibvelieft  of  the 
lovely,  to  conduft  you  back  to  my 
houfe.  It  is  mine,  and  I'  will  make 
that  infolent  unfeeling  woman  kno\|r 
that  it  is  fb,  •  If  one  of  you  muft'quit 
I  t  it. 
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ky  by  heaven  it  fhail  be  £be  I  Return 
to  your  houfCf  Sir!  (anfwered  Juliana ;) 
you  may  be  afiured  that  I  never  wUl, 
or  to  any  other  place  where  I  am  likely 
to  fee  a  man  who  has  fo  cruelly  infulted 
me.  Infulted  thee^  my  angd !  (cried 
Mr.  Burton,)  what«  with  the  offer  of 
three  hundred  pounds  a  year!  Come  I 
will  add  another  to  it^  and  &ith  that  i$ 
more  than  I  ever  intended  to  giv^othe 
^neft  woman  upon  earth.  Butthofe  dear 
little  eyes  have  taken  fuch  £ift  hold 
upoa  my  heart>  that  I  fhoxM  hstfdly 
think  my  whole  fortune  too  much  to 
purchafe  thine.  Could  jom  join  your 
Land  to  your  fortune  Sir^  (replied  our 
heroine,)  I  would  ttjcGt  them  with 
difdain  j  let  me  beg  therefore,  that  I 
may  hear  no  more  of  a  fubjeft  fo  dif- 
gufting.  DifguftingI  (repeated  Mr. 
Burtons)  it  is  the  only  fubje^  upon 
which  I  can  either  fpeak  or  think  with 
|>aticzuie«      But  come,   you  ihall  be 

humoured 
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humoured  in  every  thing,  and  in  ro« 
turn  tell  me  where  you .  arc  gc»og  I  I 
am  going  to  the  hext  town^  (anfwered 
Juliana,)  and  if  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  direcl  me  the  neareft  way 
to  it,  I  ihall  efieem  it  a  favour*  You 
are  quite  out  of  the  way,  (replied  Mr» 
Burton,)  and  will  not  be  able  to  get 
Sere  to-day ;  but  I  know  a  houfe 
where  you  may  be  comfortaUy  accom* 
modated  till  a  carriage  can  be  procured 
to  convey  you  there ;  I  ^qM  have  the 
pleafure  of  conducting  you  to  it,  and 
William  ihall  fetch  my  coach  to  take 
you  to  town.  By  no  means^  (replied 
JuHana,).  I  am  perfedly  able  to  walkj 
and  will  only  trouble  you  to  tell  mc 
which  is  the  neareft  way.  That  I  will 
do  in  2^  moment,  (replied  he  ;)this  path 
will  lead  you,  by  at  leaft  half  a  mile, 
nearer  than  any  other;  but,  as  thefc 
parts  are  very  full  of  thieves  and  rob- 
bers, I  will,  myfelf,  fee  you  fafe  to  the 
I  3  end 
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-end  of  the  wood  So  faying  he  gav^ 
liis  horfe  to  his  fervant  ^ith  a  figni- 
ficant  nod,  who  immediately  rode  off 
with  it*  The  Efquire  then  tooic  hold 
pf  Juliana's  hand^  faying,  Come,  comi?, 
if  you  do  not  make  a  little  hafte,  the 
^evening  will  be  coming  on  before  you 
gQt  to  the  end  of  your  walk^  which  ig 
longer  vthan  you  are  aware  of. 

Our  heroine  was  alarmed  by  thcar* 
dor  with  which  he  fpake,  and  Affil 
«K>Fe  Jaf  obfeiiviag  that  the  path  into 
which  he  was  about  to  hurry  lier^  kd 
4iire6lly  to  the  middle  of  the  wood^  and 
jwas  narrow  aiidhalf  overgrown*  She 
tfudenly  plucked  back  her  hand  iff  a 
iiright,  faying  fixe  wanted  no  prote^os^ 
*find  .would  rather  keep  in  the  public 
>roadj  though  ihe  ihould  walk  half  a 
di^ile  further.  What  are  you  afraid  of, 
(cried  hej)  by  heaven  you  fiiall  come 
which  way  I  pleafe,  fo  no  more  words 
about  it.    So  faying,  he  pi»t  one  iiaad 

round 
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round  her  waift)  and  taking  hold  of 
her  arm  with  the  other,  drew  her  for- 
ward- with  his  whole  force.  She 
fcreamcd  aloud,  and  ftruggled  to  dif* 
engage  herfclf  from  his  grafp,  but 
every  efibrt  in  her  power  to  make^ 
would  have  been  vain,  had  (he  not 
been  fortunately  relieved  by  the  ftid' 
den  appearance  of  a  poft*coach  and 
four,  attended  by  a  valet,  and  two 
-ftrvantsia  rich  liveries.  Encoura^ged 
by  the  hope  of  ftKcour^  ihe  redoubled 
ker  cries  and  reiiftance ;  which  being 
Iieard  by  a  Lady  who  was  in  the  coaich, 
ihe  infiantly  ordered  her  attendants  to 
fellow  the  difirefled  perfon,  -(for  he 
had  forced  her  out  of  thekifight,)  aod 
bring  her  bade,  be  the  ooafeqaenoe 
what  it  woidd. 

The  fervants,  udio'wiere  armed,  in- 
fiantly obeyed,  and  ia  a  few  moments 
returned  with  the  h^  dead  Julianr; 
who,  uncertoki  whether  her  ddivere^ 
1 4  were 
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were   more  to  be  trufted  than    the 
wretch  from  whom  they  had  refcued 
her,  was  begg^g  in  the  moft  earseft 
maimer  that  they  would  let  her  go. 
The  Lady  was  by  this  time  alighted 
from  her  carriage,  and  foUowed  by  a 
attendant,  approached  the  ter- 
Juliana,     She  was  juft  upon  the 
foint  of  affuring  her,    that  ihe  was 
fofeSif  M^  and  o&ring  to  reader 
hfx  wKf  finthcr  fervice  in  ^er  power, 
whea  their  eyes  meeting  the  words, 
Mt&  Mailland  and  Lady  Frances  Se  w^d 
with  mutual  ardor 
It. 
was  joy  greater  than  that 
wfcidk  onr  heroine  experienced,  whdi 
Aeinindherfdf  under  the  protedion 
of  a  perfbn  ihe  fb  much  loved  and  re« 
/rercBced.    l%e  fodden  tranfport  fuc* 
ceedtng  to  terror  and  defpair,  was  too 
wnth  fm  her  Qwrits  to  fupport,  and 
Ac  WMld  haYC  iaUen  to  the  ground 

had 
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bad  not  the  valet  fortuQatdy  caught 
her  in  his  arms.  By  the  help  of  a 
finelling  bottle  ihe  foon  revived^  and  ' 
being  helped  into  the  coach>  and 
placed  by  the  fide  of  her  protedrefs,  a 
fliower  of  tears  relieved  her  full  hearty 
and  gave  paflage  to  thofe  words  which, 
were  before  choaked  by  coQtendaiig; 
emotions^ 

Lady  Frances  ordered  herienrants. 
to  drive  to  the  Inn  at  which  they  hadi 
lad  flopped^,  faying  fhe  had  no  fuctfaec 
buiinefs  at  the  Grove ;  and  as  foon  aa; 
Juliana's-  tlcacs  had  enabled  her  to  ipeak. 
witk  tolerable  compofurs;»  requefiect 
to  know  how  fhe  ttoie.  imto  ihocking^ 
1  fituation.  Our  heroine  in  a  few 
words  gave  her  the  account  ihe.  de-^ 
fired;  and  then  begged  jo,  know  howr 
ihe  happeaed  to.  be.  pafling  that^way^* 
Though  furely^  (added  Ihe,)  heaveiv 
conduced  you  hither  for  my  relief*. 
Hec  Ladyfliip  informed  her  that  flxq 
I  5  had^ 
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had,  a  few  days  before,  received  a 
riSt  from  Mr.  Makland  and  his  R^er^ 
from  whom  Ibk  fiHt  heard  an  account 
of  the  unplea&nt  change  of  circ0m«- 
ftances  flie  had  lately  experienced. 
They  tddme,  (continued  Lady  Fances,) 
that  in  purfuancc  of  your  earneft  re-** 
queft,  the  former  had  left  you  at  Mor- 
dant-Place in  order  to  obtain  Mrs; 
Maitland's  expreffed  confcnt  to  his 
union  with  you.  This  was  granted 
as  foon  as  a&ed,  and  in  order  to  con* 
Tince  you  how  willing  they  were  to  re- 
ceive you  into  their  family,  to  remove, 
every  doubt,  Mife  Maitlaod^  (fo  ife 
Hbems  I  muft  now  <:all  her,)  refblved 
to  accompany  him  back,  in.  order  toi 
have  the  pleafure  of  bringing  yon 
home  to  her  mother,  who  longed  to 
fold  you  to  her  maternal  bofomj  fco/ 
wipe  away  your  tears ;  and  aflure  you« 
that  her  Juliana  was  dear  to  her  as^ 

.JCVCTt 
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Their  difappointaieiit  upon  finding 
you  gone  was  inexpreffible,  and  coukl 
only  be  equaled  by  tkeir  grfef  and 
vexation,  when  they  found  that  no 
perfon  belongfng  to  the  family,  ^cept 
Mrs.  Mordant,  knew,  whedier ;  and 
that  flie  at^lutely  refufcd  to  afford 
them  any  information;  alledgio^  as  a 
rcafon  for  her  filence,  a  protnife  flie 
had  made  to  you  of  concealing  frooi 
them  the  place  of  your  i^reat.    After 

•vainly  endeavouring  to  prevail 'lupoti 
her  to  difcover  it,  it  occurred  to  your 
Henry  that  I  might  poffibly  know 
fomething  of  you,  upon  which  he 
wrote  a  few  lines  to  his  mother^ 
merely  to  account  for  hi$  and  his 
iifter's  lengthened  abfence,  and  imme-^ 
diatelyfet  out  for  Clareviile  Hoiife. 

Never,  (continued  Lady  Frances,) 
did  I  ^behold  ansuety  more  fironglf 
ekpreiTed  upon  a  hiiihan  coBatenaocc, 
than  it  appeared  upcm  that  of  Jirif ;  jMait- 

-  -  •  16  land. 
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land;  nor  did  his  amiable  filler  feem 
much  U&  affedcdy  when  I  told  them 
that  I  had  not  before  received  the 
ffightcft  iadmation  of  your  change  &£ 
and  fituation.  They  ex- 
the  moft  paffionate  dtfire  of 
dMco^wfing  where  you  werc»  intreat- 
tag  thit  I  would  if  poffible  draw  the 
fmtSahn  from  Mrs.  Mordant,  who 
tikey  hofod  would  not  have  the  iame 
obyeftkms  to  iolbnning  me,  as  it  was 
not  likdy  chat  ihe  lay  under  any  con- 
trary reftriAions.  I  did  not  want 
many  intreaties  to  hiduce  me  to  do 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  be  ufeful 
to  my  beloved  young  friend.  I  readily 
promifed,  if  poffiUe,  to  find  you  out ; 
and  aflured  them  that  I  ihould  be  truly 
happy  to  extend  to  one  fo  dear  to  me, 
that  ^flxftance  and  protedion  which 
diftrefled  innocenceand  virtue  had  at  all 
times  a  natural  right  to  demand*  But  I 
too  (Irongly  felt  your  motives  for  con- 
cealment 
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cealment  to  proindfe  more.  Though 
earnefUy  prefTed  by  both  to  let  them 
know  the  moment  I  had  difcovered 
you,I  would  only  engage  toinform  them 
of  your  fafety,  as  foon  as  I  Ihould  be 
fortunate  enough  to  afcertain  it>  and 
as  much  more  as  I  could  prevail  upon 
you  to  allow  me  to  reveal. 

How  delidte,  how  good  is  my  dear 
Lady  Frances  t  (cried  our  heroine^ldf* 
ling  her  hud,)  how  ihall  I  ever  de* 
ferve  her  kindnefs  1  You  deferve  every 
thing  that  can  be  done  for  you,  (an- 
fwered  Lady  FranceSj)  and  your  ac* 
ceptance  of  my  offered  proteAion^  wiU 
be  laying  me  under  a  real  obligation; 
for  to  whom  are  we  fo  much  oUigedt 
as  to  thofe  who  contribute  to  our  hap- 
pinefs  i  and  I  know  of  nothing  that  cfm 
fo  greatly  increafe  min^  as  the  con- 
flant  enjoyment  of  your  fodety;  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  which,  I  loft 
not  a  moment  in  fetting  out  for  Mor« 

dant 
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in  getting  a  diredion  to  the  place  of 
your  fuppofed  refidcnce.      That  my  , 
arrival  happened  at  a  time  fo  critically 
ufcful  to  you,  I  am  moft  thankful,  nor 
fliall  I  ever  intirely  pardon  Mris.  Mor- 
dant for  having  recommended  you  to  a 
family  wherein  it  was  fo  little  likely 
th;!it  fuch  a  mind  as  your's  fhould  find 
even  a  tolerable  degree  of    content- 
ment,   exclufive    of    the  danger   of 
throwing  a  young  and  beautiful  wo- 
man, into  the  power  of  a  charafter  fo 
srtnndoned  as  that    of    Mr.   Burton. 
Juliana  endeavoured  to  excufe  Mrs, 
Mordant,  by  obferving,  that  the  very 
bad  charafter  of  Mr.  Burton  might  not 
be  known  to  her ;  and  that  at  the  time 
of  her  recommending  her  to  the  Grove> 
fee  had  told  her,  that  it  was  the  only 
thing  fhe  then  knew  of  which  was  at 
aH  likely  to  fuit  hen 

And 
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And  wfayj  SEiy  dear  luliapma,  (laid 
tady  Fraaces,)  did  you  act  favor  mc 
iKlitfa  your  confidence  ?  Wasit  that  yon 
judged  me  incapable,  or  feared  tD  find 
jue  unwilling  to  ferVe  you  ?  Afe,  nei* 
tber,  (replied  our  heroine ;)  it  was  a 
doubt  oi  the  right  I  had  to  folicil 
your  afliiftauce,  that  prevented  toy 
dmng  it.  I  doubted  whether  a  youngs 
healthy,  well  educated  wosian,  who 
certainly  poflefled  She  pOWer  of  prd> 
viding  for  her  own  fubfifience,  W98  a 
proper  objeft  upon  which  to  beftow 
that  charity  which  inability  has  a  rigbt 
to  claim,  or  that  generous  patronage 
^wtnch  fuperiojr  merit  w  genius  ajkHM 
can  deferve.  I  felt  that  it  wa«  4ny 
dtity  to  employ  the  powers  ti?ith  whioh 
I  was  endued  to  render  myfelf  itidc* 
pendent,  and  feared  that  ftouM  I  ao^ 
cept  your  bounty,  I  nugkt  loie  what 
vsfz^  to  me  far  more  valuafale,  yov 
«fteem  asid  ^jifiiodttoQ.  > 

Alas! 
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call  him  my  Henry ;  that  once  hoped* 
for  privilege  muft  belong  to  fome  more 
fortunate  woman.  And  why  fo  ?  (re- 
plied Lady  Frances  j.)  why  may  not 
you  be  that  fortunate  woman  ?  As  for 
birth,  it  is  of  no  importance  to  an 
untitled  married  woman^  who  muft 
always  rank  according  to  that  of  her 
^hulband;  and  for  fortune^  I  wiU  take 
:  care  that  the  wamt  of  it  fhall  be  no 
obftru&bn  to  your  happinefs.  I  have 
already  faid  that  your  conftant  fi)ciety 
would  render  me  mc^e  happy  dian  any 
other  circumftance,  but  I  am  not  £q 
fdfiih  as  to  prefer  my  own  pleafure  Co 
your  felicity.  Oh,  you  are  tOo  kind, 
too  generous !  (exclaimed  Juliana^  the 
tears  falling  faft  from  her  eyes ;)  per^ 
mit  me  to  live  with  you }  to  devote 
my  whole  life  to  the  gratitude  and  af- 
fection I  owe  and  feel  I 

Lady  Frances,  obferving  how  much 
fbt  was  affecled^  kified  her  foft  bloom- 
ing 
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ing  cheek  with  maternal  tendernefii, 
and  telling  her  they  would  talk  fur- 
ther upon  the  fubjed  when  they  were 
arrived  at  Clareville,  changed  it  to  one 
lefs  interefiing. 

The  remainder  of  their  journey  was 
.  «vtfih0ut  any  incidents,  except  iuck  as 
'rmuft  be&l  every  traveller  who  eats 
amd  iUeeps  ^apon  the  ro6td»    By  noon 
>upon  the  fecood  day  tbey  loMved  at 
vCifltreviUe^  with  dbeiitaadon  and  noble 
appearance  of  which  our  heroine  was 
exttsa&ely  ^idigfated.    Upon  their  en- 
trance, her  kind  protedre&  welcomed 
her  in  the  moft^aflfeftionate  manna:; 
telling  her>  with  a  fmile  of  tenderoe&) 
diai:  till  ihe  ^i^s  miftrefsSof  one  eqtially 
eKgible,  flie  hoped  flie  would  Gonfider 
that  as  her  homer. 


CHAP^ 
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CHAPTER    XXXI. 

A    REVERSS    OF     FORTUNE.  # 

TH£T  were  fcarce  feated  in  tht 
drawing  room,  when  Sir  Ghavks 
•Hafiings  .  entered ;  he  expreflibd  tbe 
jnofi  liirely  pkafute  upon  the  fight  of 
«Q]ir  beroine,  Jto  whom  his  bdiai^riour 
-wasi  if  poffible>  more  re^Sfnl  than 
it  had  formerly  been;  yet  a  latent 
hope  feemed  to  beam  in  his  eyes :  hJe 
no  longer  avoided.her  as  he  had  lately 
.done  at  Mordant- place,  but  attenddd 
'her  and  his  aunt  in«a  walk  which  they 
«took  ov^  part  of  the  pleafure-grounds, 
and  appeared  iblicitous  to  point  out 
all  their  beauties,  which  were  very  quk- 
merous,  and  render  iiimielf  as  iifefifl 
and  agreeable  to  her  as  poffible. 

Upon  their  return  to  the  houfe,  hav- 
ings invited  l)y  the^deafimtnefs  of  the 

evening. 
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evening,  made  their  walk  unufuall/ 
Tong,  Mrs.  Bume  prefented  a  letter 
to  Lady  Frances,  informing  her  that 
the  gentleman  who  brought  it,  came 
exprefi  from  Belford  Abbey  s  that  he 
reqnefied  the  honour  of  faking  a 
few  words  with^  her  Ladyihip,  and 
defired  ihe  might  be  informed  that  his 
name  was  Seamorc.  Lady  Frances 
immediately  recoUeded  that  it  was 
the  name  of  the  perfon  who  was  pre- 
fent  at  her  marriage;  ihe  grew  pale, 
and  the  tremor  of  her  hand  nearly  de« 
prived  her  of  power  to  open  the  let- 
ter, which  (he  w^  Jknew  was  direfted 
by  LcMrd  Belford}  having  at  length 
broken  the  feal,  ihe  found  the(e  woidis. 
**  I  would  begin  this  letter,  moft  anu»* 
bie  and  virtuous  of  women,  with  apo« 
logics  for  my  paft  conduA  towards 
you ;  but  had  I  any  to  offer,  (which, 
alas,  is  not  the  cafe)  the  fhort  time 
which  will  probably  be  allowed  mc  ia 

this 
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this  world  forbids  the  attempt.  I  have 
only  ftrength  to  tell  you,  that  you  arc 
my  true  and  only  wife,  and  to  intreat, 
that  you  will  afford  me  your  perfonal 
forgivenefs  before  I  die.  Mr.  Seamore, 
who  was  a  witnefs  of  our  nuptials,  will 
deliver  this,  and  inform  you  of  fome 
particulars  with  which  you  may  wifh 
to  be  acquainted.  But  lofe  no  time, 
if  you  wifti  to  foothe  the  dying  pangs 
of  your  penitent  hufband 

Bblford/* 
All  pale  and  trembling  fee  gave  the 
letter  to  Sir  Charles,  who  perufed  it 
with  a  countenance  full  of  amazement. 
While  he  read  it,  which  he  did  more 
than  once,  fhe  recovered  fpirits  enough 
to  inform  him  of  as  much  of  her  fiory 
as  was  neceflary  to  explain  its  contents. 
His  aftonifliment  was  exceflive,.and  his 
refentment  proportioned  to  the  affedion 
and  efteem  he  bore  his  aunt.  Would 
to  heaven  (£ud  he)  that  I  had  fooner 
iKcn  made  acquainted  with  events,  in 

which 
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which  I  ought  to  have  been.fb  deeply 
interefted*  Why  would  you  fuffcr  mo 
to  live  upon  terms  of  civility  witfaonc 
who  has  fo  miKh  injured  you  ?  Had  I 
known  but  half  of  what  you  have  now 
told  me,  Belford  ihould  have  met  with 
a  different  reception  at  Marley.  That 
I  well  knew^  (rq)lied  Lady  Frances) 
and  therefore  I  concealed  it  from  you  ; 
chufing.  rather  to  endure  my  wrong* 
in  filence,  than  involve  thofe  who -arc 
dear  to  me  in  dangers  and  inconveni- 
fnces^  Since  tliere  is  no  remedy,  (faid 
Sir  Gharles)  had  yon.  not  better  fed 
this  Mr.  Seamore,  and  hear  what  he 
bajs  to  fay?  After  a.mtomentfs  he£ta^ 
tation^  ike  aixfwered^  1  will  fee  and 
h^ar  him^  hut  not  alone«  I  would.have 
you  ,and  my  Juliana  witnefs  to  aU  that 
I^ffes  between  us*  She  then  tgave  the 
ktteff  to  our  h^oine,  who  Itadfcarce 
looked  oy^r  it  whea  Mt«  Seamore  eiit^ 
tered; 

ft 
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It   will  be  needlefs  to  trouble  the 
reader   with   a  paiticular  account  of 
all  that  paiTed  upon  this  occafion ;  fuf- 
fice  it  to  fay,  that  he  informed  her 
l^dyfhip,  that  the  perfon  who  had  vi« 
iited  her  in  Srance,  and  called  herfelf 
the  wife  of  Lord  Bclford,  had  in  reality 
no  legal  claim  to  that  title,   having 
been  deceived  into  a  fis^e  marriage  by. 
iiis  lordflpp^  who  never  fcrupled  any 
nieans toattam afavourite point.  That 
the  ktter &  whioji  fhe  returned  unopen* 
cAy   contained  a  full  account  of  this 
cipcumftancey  her  hufband  being  foi? 
ibme  time  very  deOrous  to  convince 
her  of  the  truth ;  but  the  natural  fickk*' 
oefe  of  hi$^  temper^  .and  a  new  obje&> 
whick  about  that  time  happened  to  at-> 
txad  his^attentioQ,  determined  him  to 
iM' her  remain  ia  the  error  fhe  had  em- 
bracedj  as  it  would  continue  to  him 
tfae  .privileges  of  a  bachelor;  the  ltis> 
of  which  he  had  before  began  to  vo^ 

gret. 
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gret.  Mr.  Seamore  added,  that  nothing 
could  be  deeper  than  his  friend's  con- 
trition for  the  offences  of  his  paft  life, 
efpecially  for  thofe  committed  agaipft 
her,  which  were  what  appeared  to  hang 
moft  heavy  upon  his  mind;  and  that 
he  feared,  if  fhe  had  not  the  goodnefs 
to  comply  with  his  reqoeft,  he  would 
abfolutely  expire  in  defpair. 

I  will  fee  him,  (replied  Lady  Frances 
with  emotion)  let  it  occafion  me  what 
pain  it  may.  He  is  my  hufband,  my 
penitent  hufbandl  and  muft  not  endufe 
a  fingle  pang  which  I  have  the  power 
to  prevent.  So  faying,  ihe  ordered 
the  coach,  with  a  frefli  fet  of  horfes,  to 
be  got  immediately  ready.  *  Sir  Charles 
offered  to  attend  her^  but  this  ihe 
^ould  by  no  means  permit,  knowing 
that  he  had  feveral  engagements  upon, 
his  hands,  which  he  muft  break,  with- 
out being  of  any  real  ufe  to  her  by  fa 
doing. 

As 
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As  Ihe  conceived  it  by  no  means 
proper  to  leave  Juliana  behind  her  at 
Clareville,  while  Sir  Charles  was  there, 
ihe  requefted  her  to  favour  her  with 
the  fupport  of  friendfhip  upon  the  try- 
ing occafion  fhe  was  about  to  en- 
counter; a  requeft  with  which  ihe  was 
^ager  to  comply,  greatly  fearing,  left 
the  fcene  fhe  was  about  to  behold  might 
too  much  affe6l  the  fenfibility  and  de- 
licate frame  of  her  bdovjed  patronefi. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Belford  Abbey, 
they  were  received  by  the  domeftics 
with  the  moft  profound  i!efpe6t,  each 
llriving  to  outvie  the  other  in  every 
mark  of  attentive  duty.  Lady  Frances 
found  her  fpirits  too  much  hurried  at 
her  firft  entrance  to  ^e  able  immedi- 
ately to  fee  her  once  deaf,  inexpreffi- 
bly  dear  Belford.  A  thoufand  paft 
icenes  recurred  to  her  bufy  fancy,  and 
ihe  leaned  upon  the  arm  of  our  heroine 
almoit  ready  to  faint.     The  houfe« 

ToL.  IV.  K  keeper. 
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5ccq)cr,  who  appeared  to  be  well  hi- 
formed  and  refpeftabfe,  intreated  that 
flic  would  take  fbmc  refrcfiimcnt ;  and 
Juliana  and  her  own  woman  joining  is 
the  requeft,  fhe  was  prevailed  upon 
to  eat  a  bit  of  bread  and  fn^tow  one 
gWs  of  wine;  after  which,  fuumioning 
jd)  the  refidution  of  which  fhe  was  pof- 
«t&d«  flic  dcended  to  the  apartment 
Ui  'wiki  har  lord  lay. 

-As^  J5i;Li3aa  cBd  not  wiih  to  fee  or  be 
^^«Di  by  Lord  Bdfbrd,  Lady  Frances 
was  attended  to  his  chamber  oiily  by 
Burnet  and  during  her  ftay  tbere^ 
our  heroine  amufcd  herfdf  with  view- 
ing the  pifturcs  in  a  great  gallery, 
which  contained  one  of  the  moft  valoa- 
ble  and  beft  chofen  coUecdons  in  the 
kingdom.  Indeed  the  whole  houfe^ 
which  was  the  largeft  and  moft  magni- 
ficent ihe  had  ever  ieen,  was  a  mu^ 
feum,  being  filled  with  rich^  beautiful 
and  uncommon  things^  and  fitted  up 

and 
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mad  iSiiroifiied  ui  a  manner  uncommonly 
luperb  and  elegant. 

In  ratlier  more  than  an  hour  flie  was 
joined  by  Lady  Frances,  whofe  eyes 
and  countenance  exprefled  what  her 
lieart  ftifiered.     Being  condu£):ed  to 
an  elegant  dreffing  room^  and  left  alone^ 
^e  turned  to  her  young  friend,  and 
^tth  a  iigh  exclaimed,  PoorBeUbrd 
cannot  live  many  hours:  thank hea^ 
Ten,  he  appears  truly  foiiihlc  of  all  hiti 
follies;  and  I  fincerely  believe,  were 
he  to  recover,  would  in  future  aft  as 
becomes  a  creUtute  bom  for  immor« 
taUtyw    This  change  of  heart  he  will, 
I  fear,  have  no  opportunity  of  proving 
by  action,  but  that  Being  who  fees  every 
thought   and  wifli  that  pafies  there^ 
will  not  rejeft  penitence,  or  fuffer  fin- 
cere    intention    to    be    unrewarde4* 
Here  her  tears  choaked  the  utteraneis 
of  her  ij'ords,  and  Ihe  rdmain43d  fdt 
fome  moments  iilent«    Being  a  little 
K 1 2  recovered. 
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irecovered,  (he  told  Juliana,  that  Lord 
Bdfbrd  had  requefted  her  to  aflume  his 
name ;  •  and  that  fhe  feared  he  was  about 
to  bequeath  to  her  a  confiderable  part 
of  his  fortune,  a  GOUBfeUcx*  :who  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood  being  ffent  for 
in  order  to  alter  his  will.  However, 
(continued  fhe)  it  will  ilill  be  in  mj 
|>ower  to  do  juftice  to  his  relations, 
and  I  will  not  rob  them  of  any  part  of 
what  is  fo  abfolutely  their  right. 

While  they  were  flius  converfing, 
the  door  fuddenly  opened,  and  Mrs. 
Burne>  all  out  of  breath,  and  half  wild 
with  rapture,  burft  into  the  room, 
followed  by  LordBelford's  houfi^eeper, 
who  appeared  almoft  as  much  terrified. 
Ohi  madamj  madam!  (exclaimed 
Bume)  I  have  made  fuch  a  difcovery  { 
Your  child^  your  little  Ifabella  is  alive. 
This,  this  is  the  very  woman  that 
AUrfedhen 

^ood 
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Good  heavens !  (exclaimed  Lady 
Belford,  for  by  that  title  we  muft  now 
diftinguifli  Lady  Frances)  can  it  be 
poflible  1  what  do  you  mean  ?  I  mean 
what  I  fay,  madam,  (replied  Burne). 
but  Mrs.  Le  Clare  here  will  tell  yon 
all.  Le  Clare,  (cried  Lady  Belford), 
that  was  indeed  the  name  of  the  pcr^ 
fon  who  Durfed  my  infant.  Nay,  (con* 
tinned  flie,  looking  at  the  houfekeeper)r 
I  now  perfedlly  recoUeft  your  face* 
Had  I  known,  madam,  that  the  child 
had  been  your  ladyfhip's,  (faid  Le  Clarc^ 
I  fhould  never  have  committed  the  • 
fault  for  which  I  fear  you  never  can 
forgive  me ;  but  believing  that  it  be* 
longed  to  your  fervant,.  I  thought  I 
did  it  a  great  kindnefs,  and  at  the 
fame  time  made  my  own  fortune ;  for 
I  thought  when  ihe  grew  up,  and  I 
told  her  who  ihe  was,  and  what  I  had 
done,  ihe  would  be  willing  to  purchafe 
my  fccrefy  at  any  price.  What  did 
K  3  yoxj. 
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you  doj  (cried  Lady  Belford)  where  » 
.  my  child  ?  I  will  tell  yt>ur  ladyfhip  the 
,  whole  truth  (anfwered  Le  Clare, )  A  few 
days  after  you  quitted  France,  a  lady 
came  to  my  houfe,  and  alked  me  if  I 
could  accommodate  her  during  her  ly* 
ing*in«  She  demanded  fecrefy,  which  I 
laithfuIlypromifed,and  weagi^fed  upoa 
^tefms.  She  came  accordingly,  and  wal 
ikiivcred  of  a  daughter;  four  dayk 
after  whofe  birth  Ihe  was  wrapped  up 
Kvarm  and  taken  home  m  a  disur^ 
Heaving  her  child,  which  was  remTok^ 
:iably  large  and  ftrong,  4^hind  ker* 
During  her  ilay  in  my  hoafe,  fte  fcrro^ 
r»1  times  repeated,  that  4ier  dbSAA 
^ould  be  the  greateft  fditoae  ia  Eog^ 
land ;  a^nd  once  ihe  faid,  k  wofuld  have 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  Thi& 
i^iiifed  .my  curiofrty,  and  I  uied  all  the 
iSLft'  I  Mras  tniftrefs  ^  to  draw  &at  of  4 
•gentlewoman  who  caaae  two  or  tln'ee 
times  every  day  to  irifit  her,  wbo  fkt 

was» 
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"mm,  and  how  her  child  came  to  be^^ 

heir  to  fo  vaft  a  fortune;  for  feme  time 

&c  would  tdl  me  QOthing^  but  at  lafi:,. 

wiA  the  affifiaRce  of  very  rich  caudle^ 

.  of  ^«Aidi  1  pcriiiaded  her  to  t^kefevc- 

^tA  cups,  I  got  out  of  her  the  whole 

fecnet.     She  told  me,  that  hei^  maimer 

Wa3  A  Tkh  okl  gemlemaR,  -who  had 

manrifid  a  fixkc  yoimg  wife,  aad  was^ 

.msry  -ie&rom  i»f  having  chHdp^  for 

^matat  t£  w^oh  he  dkl  mot  lore  iher^ 

:>biic  dod  bar  a  very  ill  ii£e ;  and  that  &e 

bad  itefblved  to  ^deceive  ham  by  pre-^ 

ttendmg  toibe  ivixk  child,  and  producing 

lAJsinfiHil^j  wfaofe  motdser  was  ikfflr;great 

Thfc  licary  iright  (contiatied  Mrs*  Lc- 

Qaiie)}  vpfin  iRhxch  the  lady  was  cat- 

4tied  SMXiy,  her  child  being  deprived  of 

tihe  ibroaft^  ieM  into  convuifions  and 

•itied.     Uipon  ^whicb,  iao:  the  reafens  1 

haX^e  mentioned  to  yomr  iadyfliip^   I 

Solved  to  fubilitute  your's,  which  was* 

K  4  veiy 
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very  little  larger,  (being  you  know  % 
ieven  month's  child)  in  its  room.  In 
order  more  fecurely  to  lay  my  future 
claim  to  a  reward  for  what  I  then  ef- 
teemed  fo  great  a  fervice^  I  marked  it 
under  the  left  breaft  with  gunpowder^ 
ia  a  circle  with  a  dot  in  the  middle. 

Good  God !  (exclaimed  Juliana,  Part- 
ing from  her  featj  what  was  the  name 

of She  could  fay  no  more,  the 

flutter  of  her  fpirits  being  too  great 
to  admit  of  words.  What  was  the 
name  of  the  family  (cried  Lady  Bd- 
ford  litde  lefs  agitated)  in  which  yoa 
placed  my  infant  ?  She  is  (r^ied  Le 
Clare)  at  prefent  the  reputed  dai:^ter 
and  heirefs  of  the  late  Sir  Gec»^ 
Maitland,   and  reckoned  one  of  the 

greateft  beauties Before  Ihe  could 

finifh  her  fentence,  our  tranfported  he- 
roine was  clafped  in  the  arms  of  her 
happy  mother. 

My 
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.  My  child !  my  Ifabella !  (exclaimed 
Lady  Belford,  prefling  her  to- her  bo* 
fom ))  oh^  how  ihall  I  be  fufficiently 
thankful  for  fo  rich  a  blefling!  My 
mother !  my  dear,  dear  mother  1  was 
all  the  anfwer  ihe  received  to  this, 
tender  /ejaculation.  The  fudden  tide- 
of  joy  was  too  ftrong.tobe  fupportedjr 
her  lovelyj  new- found  daughter  funic 
breathlefs  into  her  arms.-  A  few  mo« 
ments,  however,  reftorcd  her  to  life 
and  joy ; .  ihe  Tunk  at  the  feet  of  her 
fond  parent^  from  whom  ihe  received 
a  thoufand  tender. bleffings;  and  fom^ 
minutes  pafled  in  a  flate  of  rapture 
which  few  have  ever  tailed,  which  few 
have  fenilbiilty  to  tafte. 

From  this  plcafing  delirium  they 
were  roufed  by  the  (lopping  of  a  coach 
at  the  door,  which  Le  Clare  informed 
them  was  one  of  her  Lord's  that  had 
been  fent  t6  fetch  the  gentleman  who 
was  to  make  his  will ;  upon  which 
K  5  Lady 
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neceffar)*  to  i^orm  hiiQ  of  the  difco^ 
terj  flie  lad  jcift  made,  and  dire^ed 
LeChre  to  go  to  Ids  chamber^  and 
tequcft  that  he  would  allow  her  to 
^>eik  ^-ith  him  before  the  gendemaa 
who  jttft  arrived  was  admitted  to  his 
prefencc*  Her  requeft  was  immedi- 
itely  granted,  Le  Clare  faying  her  Lord 
fonnd  himfelf  confiderably  better  than 
he  had  been  for  two  or  three  days  paft, 
which  he  entirdy  attributed  to  the  eafe 
of  mind  which  her  for^venefs  and  re- 
concilement had  afforded  him. 

Before  Lady  Belford  quitted  the 
room,  fiie  tenderly  kifled  her  daugh* 
ter,  faying,  yon  will  be  prepared,  my 
love,  to  fee  yoisr  father.  I  know  it 
wiD  diftrefs  you,  but  it  will  be  necef- 
fary,  and  1  fhall  be  prefent  to  fupport 
you.  I  will  do  all  and  every  thing 
you  defire;  (anfivered  our  heroine.) 
It  h  enough,  ^(replied  her  fond  mo* 

thcrj) 
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Tther.;)  it  probably  will  not  be  many 
floinvtes  before  y&n  are  fumnloned. 
So  ikyingj  flie  haftened  to  ber  Lord, 
lestvitig'cmrberaine  with,  her  own  wo* 
JBom  and  Le  Clare^  wihcnti  ihe  otdered 
:tQ  reniaja  iirhere  they  vferCf  a^  flie 
mig^  pafiitiy  ihave  oocafion  to  fend 
ibriiiem, 

'Lady  Bclford  had  no  Iboner  kft  the 
apartmieot,  tfaanonriicaxmie  afked  Le 
CiaiFe  htyvr  ihexadste  torbe  in  Englaody- 
aislin  tiie  fervioe  of  Lsooxl  Bdlfardj  to 
wiiidif  Jbe  .aufwered*  that  being  dif- 
.  trdGnd^iia  her  cincoinfiances,  fixe  wasi 
obhgod  rto  ^o  to  ffirvicej  and  haj|i6g. 
herfelf  to  am  £ngli(h  family^  fht  came 
fover  with  Ihem.;  whieh  ihe  was  the 
more  ready  fo  .do,  as  i&e  knew  a  few 
years  wankl  biing  ia^r  Jto  ag£v  mbbfk 
ihe  hoped  to  be  ipvovided  for.    As  for 
heriiving  with  Lcrd.  fielford,  fixe  £iid 
ik  was    feiie<%Ly    accidental^  hnrioj^ 
ibecn  in  dfereral  .-fimilies  of  difiia^oi^ 
K  6  Iincc 
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iincc  her  firft  coming  over*  The  fair 
enquirer  then  proceeded  tozikii  fbc 
knew  the  name  of  the  peribn  in  the 
room  of  whofe  child  fhe  was  fobfti- 
tnted,  and  in  what  manner  (he  con- 
trived to  convejr  her  into  Sir  George 
Maitland*s  iamily.  Le  Glare  replied^ 
that  fhe  underftood  that  the  name  of 
the  lady  who  lay  in  at  her  houie  was 
Henly ;  and  that  having  received  no- 
tice o£  the  time  on  which  the  child 
woold  be  wanted^  (he  gave  her  a 
fleeping  potion^  and  took  it  in  the  dead 
of  the  nigh^  as  (he  had  been>dfi3eded, 
thixmgh  a  garden  gate,  from  whence 
ihe  was  condnded  by  Lady  Maitland's 
woman,  (the  fame  who  had  £>  ofteB 
vifited  the  Lady  at  her  honfe)  to  a 
chamber  where  her  Lady  lay,  who  had 
pretended  to  be  very  indifferent  all 
day,  and  had  perfnaded  Sir  George  to 
kt her  fleep  alone;  that  ibon  after  her 
arrival.  Lady  Maitland^s  woman  and 
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Mils  Henly  made  a  noife  In  the  room  s 
and  upon  Sir  George's  fending  to 
know  the  caufe,  returned  for  anfwer 
that  her  Ladyihip  was  very  ill.  Sir 
George  immediately  ordered  a  fervant 
to  go  to  the  houfe  of  an  eminent  doc- 
•tor  who  was  engaged  to  attend  her  ^ 
but  before  he  could  arrive.  Lady  Mait- 
land  groaned  violently  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, after  which  Mifs  Henly  ran  to 
tell  Sir  George  that  he  had  a  daugh- 
ter, and  flopped  the  dodor  under  pre- 
tence that  her  Ladylhip  "was  inclined 
to  (leep,  and  had  defired  that  no  one 
ibould  be  admitted  to  her  apartment 
that  night. 

As  Le  Qare  finifhed  thefe  words,  a 
lervaat  appeared  to  order  her  and  Burne 
to  come  immediately  to  Lord  Belford^s 
chamber;  and  in  le(s  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  he  returned;  and  with  the 
profoundef^  refpect,  addreffing  her  by 
the  name  of  Lady  liabella,  delivered 

are-> 
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a  reqBcftfiram  Lord  smd  Loidy  Bettoid,.. 
that  flie  woidd  ^veor  tkem  with  jkoc 
prefence  for  a  few  iBomeBts*    TlKMig^ 
<mr  heroine  liad  too  ttudi  undcsrited- 
ing  to  be  dasscied  by  tl^  glstre  ^  « 
■title,  yet  one  -winch  implied  her  ao- 
^khowledged  defcent  ii*om  a  wsMe  'fa» 
mily,  which  infored  to  lier  t*he  a^van* 
tJigts   of  fartime,   the  proteclioB  of 
It  )ends>  and  the  refpe^  ^nd  attention 
of  the  worH  m  which  ike  ^vhls  placed, 
could  not  fell  to  conmiiiQicatie  •to  Tier 
heart  die  moft  pleafing  feifation  •,  but 
like  the  bright  ^eam  whidi  cRuffiines- 
an  Apra    mornings  it   wa«    ^tskl&ly 
clouded  by  the  thoughts  of£hc  melaa- 
'cholyfcaie  '&e  was  about  to  fcdiold* 
As  fte  approached  the  chamber.  Tier 
heart  beat  with  fuch  increafed  ftrength 
and  quictnefs,  Ihat  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty flie  brcarhed  or  moved  j  and  flie 
entered  it  pale,  trembling,  andimabie 
to  look  upon  die  bed  w^iich  held  a 

parent 
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parent  £>  latdy  fonndj  to  qnickly  to 
be  loft. 

Lady  Belfordj  obferdngher  dffirefs, 
ftdvaiGK^ed  towards  her ;  and  taking  :her 
hand  with  a  gcoitle  fprefiuve,  Cooie^ 
my  IbtiPs  treafoie,  (faid  flie,)  2nd  re^ 
ceive  Ae  firft,  the  iaft  hteflfeg  of  thy 
father.  Then  leading  her  to  the  fide 
of  the  bed  upon  which  he  iay,  Behold^ 
my  LiM-d,  (ihe  contiwied,)70}ir  lovely 
daughter ;  you  are  no  ftranger  to  Jier 
^rtues,  and  therefore No,  (inter- 
rupted the  Earl ;)  I  know  them  all^  ^ 
and  (hudder  to  think  how  mndi  i 
once  fought  to  injnre  her.  Can  you 
forgive  rae?  (continwed  iie^  fai&tly.) 
Will  you  receive  thet^kffing  «f  dne  la 
unworthy  to  be  called  your  Atheri 
Our  heroine  was  fiiocked  and  affeifted; 
Ihe  kneeled  down  by  the  bed,  and  l;ak* 
ing  the  cold  withered  baud  wthich  be 
feebly  firetched  out,  between  her% 
bowed  her  face  upoa  ^   unAble  to 

fp^ak 
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fpeak  a  word.  His  ghafUj  emaciated 
figure^  the  idea  of  kneeling  to  him  as 
a  fadier  who  had  fo  long  purfued  her 
as  a  lover,  for  feme  time  operated 
upon  her  mind  in  fo  unpleafing  a  man^ 
ner,  aft  almoft  wholly  to  deprive  her 
of  that  prefence  of  mind  which  £hc 
tifually  poffefledj  and  which,  but  for 
the  fupporting  prefence  of  her  mother, 
would  upon  this  occafien  have  entirel; 
ibriaken  her. 

The  interview  with  her  father  was 
0iort,  he  being  too  fail  verging  to- 
wards the  lafl:  moments  of  life  to  ven« 
ture  longer  to  delay  the.  fettlement  of 
his  aSab'S,  which  the  difcpvery  of  his 
daughter  had  rendered  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary.  She  was  fcarce  retired  with 
her  mother,  before  the  counfellor  who 
had  been  fent  for,  was  deiired  to  walk 
into  his  chamber,  in  order  to  finilh 
that  laft  of  worldly  bufinefs.  It  had 
beeohis  requeft)  before  Lady  Belibrd 

and 
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and  his  daughter  left  him,  that  they 
would  return  to  him  the  moment  he 
had  conchided  this  neceflaxy  affair, 
that  he  might  enjoy  the  comfort  of 
{pending  the  few  remaining  hours  of 
life  in  their  fociety  j  but  his  phyficians 
coming  in  immediately  as  it  was  finiihed^ 
forbad  the  domeftics  to  obey  a  com* 
mand  which  could  now  be  of  no  ufe 
to  their  Lord,  and  would  give  the  la- 
dies an  unneceflary  ihock.  Ht  had  fo 
entirely  exhaufled  his  flrength  in  giv- 
ing diredions  for  the  difpofal  of  his 
large  fortune,  that  almoft  the  moment 
his  taik  was  completed,  he  became  in« 
ienfible,  and  &on  afterwards  expired^ 
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C  HA  P  T  E  R  .  XXXIU 

THB        RETUILN. 

THE  forms  and  ceremonies  ufuaOy 
attendant,  and  generally  thought 
necf  ffary,.  at  the  fur^eral  of  a  man  of 
•quality»  are  fo  well  kno\vn«  and  ib 
confiandy  refembliag  each  ocher,  that 
we  ikaU  not  fuppofe  our  reader  fo  ig« 
norant  as  not  to  be  fully  acquakited 
with  them;  and  as,  in  our  opinioB, 
proceifions  of  every  kind  are  among 
^  the  moil  i;hildiih  of  all  axuuXements^ 
wc  fliall  entirely  pais  over  that  exhi- 
bited in  honour  of  Lord  Belford,  only 
obferving,  that  it  was  as  pompous  and 
folemn  as  fuch  difplays  of  humaa  va- 
nity ufually  are.  Upon  opening  the 
will  of  the  deceafed,  which  was  done 
in  the  prefence  of  not  only  his  widow 
and  daughterj  but  lof  all  his  neareft 

rela^ 
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relations,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
bequeathed  Belford  Abbey^  and  an 
cftate  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
to  the  gentleman  to  whom  bis  title 
defcended ;  that  he  had  left  a  large 
k;gacy  to  Lady  Belford,  and  remem- 
brances to  feveral  of  his  friends ;  and 
the  remainder  of  every  thing  of  wlukiki 
lie  died  poiTefled  to  his  daughter. 

From  this  regulation  Lady  ffa1>eHa 
found  herfelf  miArels  of  a  fplendkl 
fortune^  confiderably  furpaflSng  that 
iwhich  ihe  had  expeded  to  poflefs  ^ 
beirefs  to  Sir  Geoi^e  Maitland.  The 
change  £he  had  experienced  jBrdm.tab» 
dcmity,  dependance  and  hopeleffiid^ 
to  rank,  fortune,  and  all  the  advanc«- 
irges  annexed  to  them,  was  fo  rapid» 
♦that  both  her  fall  and  recovery  ap» 
^leared  more  Hke  a  ddufion  than  rea^ 
dity.  But  one  bleffing  Jbe  had  attained 
w^hich  her  heart  hourly  aflured  ixer 
was  no  decojption  i  the  delight  wi*h 

whicK 
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which  fhc  received  the  careffes  t)f  her 
fond  mother,  the  difference  fhe  found 
between  them  and  thofe  of  Lady  MaTt^ 
land,  moft  pleaiingly  convinced  her 
that  fhe  had  indeed  a  parent. 

Upon  their  return  to  Glareville,  they 
found  letters  both  from  Mrs^Maitland, 
her  fon,  and  daughter,  in  which  they 
united  in  requefting,  that  Lady  Frances 
{as  they  ftilLcalled  Lady  Belford)  would 
inform  them  where  their  dear  Juliana 
was,  if  ihe  had  been  fortunate  enough 
to  difcover  her;  and  that  flie  would 
nk  all  the  influence  they  knew  fhe  had 
over  her,  to  perfuade  her  to  make  them 
happy,  by  becomings  what  they  had  fo 
long  efteemedhcTi  one  of  their  family. 

When  Lady  Brfford  had  perufed  thefc 
tetters,  which  fhe  did  aloud,  flie  looked 
«t  her  daughter  with  a  iGmile,  faying, 
Wellj  my  love,  do  you  continue  ia 
the  fame  &ntiment8  in  which;  you  were 
•  firmly  &SLed>  or  have  thde  letters  a 
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Htde  fliaken  your  refolution  ?  Our  he- 
roine replied  with  a  blufh  of  fenfibility^ 
that  ihe  would  in  every  thing  be  guided 
by  her  diredlions.  I  believe  (replied 
Lady  Belfbrd)  you  think  yourfelf  pretty 
fecure  <^(  the  part  that  I  £hall  take  upon 
this  occafion.  I  am  indeed  delighted 
«V7ith  the  condud  of  Mrs.  Maitland  and 
ier  £unily  j  it  is  Worthy  of  them  and 
of  you ;  nor  can  I  even  wifli  you  a 
happier  fettlement  in  life  than  fuch  a 
hulbandj  mother,  and  fifter^  promife 
you,  Suppofe  we  pay  them  a  vifit? 
will  it  not  give  yqu  pleafure  to  fee 
Furzp  Hill  again  ?  It  will  give  me  in- 
expreffible  pleafure.(replied  our  heroine) 
to  behold  the  commencement  of  a 
lafting  fricndfhip  between  your  ladyfliip 
and  Mrs.  Maitland ;  I  am  ceitain  that 
nothing  is  wanting  to  form  it  but  a 
knowledge  of  each  other.  My  friend* 
fliip  for  Mrs.  Maitland  (anfwered  Lady 
JBelford)  is  already  formed^  formed  by 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


tl4      HEKRT   AlfD  1SA1£LLA« 

the  warmeft  gratittkle  whkh  I  fed  for 

the  care  and  tenderaefs  (he  hath  ihewed 

to  my  dear  IfabeUa.     It  is  as  much 

owing  to  her  excellent  example  and 

inftruftions,  a3  to  the  bonnty  of  nature^ 

that  1  iee  you  vrhat  you  are,  ^Mch  it 

both  ui  manners  and  difpofition  every 

thing  1  could  imih.     Hoiw  unhappy 

fliould  I  have  been,  had  I  found  you 

vulgar^  untaught,  and  ignorant  ^  or 

Hill  more,   had    you    bqen   TShdxd^ 

triOingf  and  felfiih,  as  the  young  people 

of  this  age  too  generally  are.    Not- 

withftanding  the  ftrength  qf  your  un«- 

d^ftanding,  I  ihould  probably  have 

found  you  a  mixture  of  all  thefe  un- 

pleuiing    qualities,   had   Lady  Matt* 

land  been  the  fuperintendant  of  your 

education.    How  thankful  then  ought 

I  to  be  to  your  more  than  mother, 

who  has  prefeived  you  free  from  thofe 

follies  which  rob  youth  of  its  charms, 

and  render  age  defpicable!  Wheu  I  give 

t  '  her 
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Ijcr  a  right  to  cafl  you  daughter,  I  fhall 
t>ut cMichargt  a  part  of  my  debt ;  the  reft- 
yo«,  my  love,  muft  pay  in  that  cha- 
raciier.  ,  . 

A  teaj?  of  pleafure  glittered  ia  th« 
iM'iglit  eyes  of  Ifab^Ha^  (for  fo  we  muft 
tnow  accuAom  ouriidves  to  call  her) 
t^hile  (be  thafllccd  h^r  mother  for  the 
kind  attention  (he  paid  to  her  happi^ 
tteft ;.  and  acktiowledged,  that  it  could 
only  b6  completed  by  her  union  with- 
tile  i&mily>  &e  had  £o  long  coniidered^ 
and  Imd  every  reafon  to  love  as  her 
<ywn.     But  what  (cried  Lady  Belford) 
Stall  we  dh  with  poor  Sir  Charles  ?  Wc* 
itiui^  not  take  him  with  us»    The  few 
ik>ur^  in  whiclihe  indulged  a  gleam  of 
Jfepe,  have,  I  can  plainly  perceive,  re* 
vived'  that  paffion  which  defpair  had 
begun  to  fubdUe.    Though  the  change 
i«'  ydur  drcumftances  has  again  de- 
pi^ived  himof  all  expedation,  he  muft 
not  behold  you  given  to  another;  m-» 

deedj 
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deed,  I  fear  it  would  be  more  than  be 
could  bear.   I  have  feveral  times  heaid 
my  dear  mother  fay»  (replied  our  he« 
roine)  that  it  was  not  my  perfbn  which 
made  Sir  Charles  HafHngs  my  lover. 
No !  (anfwered  Lady  Belford)  I  have 
heard  him  fay,  that  he  had  feea  other 
women  as  beautiful  as  you>  but  none 
whofe  underftandingj  manners,  fenti- 
ments,  and  difpofition,  fo  exadly  co- 
incided with  his  ideas  of  female  excel- 
lence*    Then  let  him  come  with  us 
and  {be  Mils  Maidand,  (cried  liabeUa;) 
if  my  manners  or  difpofition  have  any 
charms  for  him,  her's  muft  be  at  leaft 
equally  pleafing.    Have  they  not  ^been 
formed  by  the  fame  excellent  example? 
X  can  with  truth  aver,  that  my  dear 
Mary  is  one  of  the  moft  amiable  girls 
upon  earth ;  and  I  cannot  perfuade  my- 
lelf,  that  a  man  of  his  turn  of  mind 
could   behold  her  with  indifference. 
My  only  fear  is,  that  fhe  woold  think 

fome 
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feme  part  of  his  conduft  too  blameable 
to  merit  her  confidence. 

Whatever  errors  my  nephew  may 
bavc  been  led  into,  (anfwered  her  lady- 
fliip)  they  arc  all  renounced.  From 
the  moment  he  formed  the  moft  diftant 
hope  of  engaging  the  affedtions  of  an 
amiable  and  virtuous  woman^  ail  others 
became  difguftful  to  his  heart.  The 
perfon  to  whom  you  allude  is  amply 
provided  for,  but  all  intercourfe  be- 
tween them  is  at  an  end  for  everj  an^' 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  every  other 
part  of  his  character  will  abide  the 
ftricleft  inquiry,  and  fatisfy  the  moft 
fcrupulous  delicacy. 

As  fee  fpoke  thefe  words.  Sir  Charles 
(who  had  been  paying  a  vifit  in  the 
neighbourhood  when  they  arrived)  en- 
tered the  room  wherein  they  were  fit- 
ting. He  congratulated  them  upon 
the  interefting  difcovery  they  had  made 
£nce  he  laft  faw  them,  with  an  air  of 
Vol.  IV.  L  \     forced 
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forced  fatisfacHon,  which  it  was'cafy 
to  perceive  only  veiled  a  difcon  tented 
heart.  He  fcarce  ventured  to  look  at 
his  coufin,  and  his  vrholt  behaviour 
Vas  conftrained  and  umiatufal;  Lady 
Beiford  having  thanked  him  for  the 
congratulatory  compliment  he  had  paid 
her,  told,  him  fhe  was  going  a  journey, 
and  wanted  an  efcort :  adding,  now  I 
^m  fiire  you  cannot  help  offering  to 
attend  me.  Sir  Charles  anfwered,  that 
had  fhe  laid  her  commands  upon  him 
a  week  before,  he  would  have  done  it 
with  pleafure,  but  that  he  had  refolvcd 
upon  making  a  trip  to  the  Continent* 
before  the  commencement  of  winter; 
and  had  engaged  himfelf  to  accompany 
'  a  party  who  left  England  atftirtheft  in 
five  days.  If  you  continue  in  that  re- 
foltition  (replied  his  aunt)  we  will  rc- 
leafe  you  in  three ;  but  I  have  fet  my 
heart  upon  your  going  with  us,  and 
Ifabella  makes  it  her  particular  requeft. 
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I  can  rcfufe  nothing  (replied  Sir  Charles^ 
las  countenance  brightening  with  plea- 
sure) to  perfons  fo  dear  tome:  But 
where  are  you  going  ?  To  Furze  Hill, 
(anfwered  her  ladyihip;)  Icannot  be 
happy  till  I  have  thanked  Mrs.  Mait* 
land  for  the  kindnefs  my  dear  Ifabella 
has  received  from  her.     Sir  Charles 
turned  pale.     I  fear  (faid  he)  it  will 
not  be  in  'my  power  to  attend  you. 
My  engagement— Nay  (replied  Lady 
Belford)  you  have  given  us  an  implied 
promife,  which  you  know,  in  the  eye 
of  honour,  is  as  facred  as  an  abfolute 
ones  fo  that  you  muft  go,  whether  it 
be  convenient  to  you  or  not,  unlefs 
w^  are  pleafed  to  releafe  you  from  it, 
which  I  feel  not  the  fhialleft  inclination 
to  do.    Come,  Ifabella,  (continued  (he) 
liave  you  no  perfuafives  to  ufe  upon 
this  occafion?   If  it  is  not  very  dif- 
agrebabl^  to  Sir , Charles,  (anfwered  our 
her<»aie)  I  greatly  wifh  he  would  fa** 
L  2  vour 
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vour  US  with  his  company.  You  have 
indeed  ufed  a  perfuaGve,  my  lovely 
couiin,  (anfwered  the  baronet ;)  I  can- 
not refift  the  pleafure  of  gratifying  a 
wifh  exprefled  by  you,  be  the  pain  to 
myfelf  ever  fo  fevere.  I  hope  (replied 
our  heroine)  that  an  introduction  to 
one  of  the  moft  worthy  and  amiable 
families  upon  earth  will,  to  one  fo  ca- 
pable of  admiring  their  virtues,  be  ra- 
ther attended  with  fatisfacUon  than 
pain.  Perhaps,  (anfwered  Sir  Charles) 
a  confcioufnefs  of  that  fuperior  excel- 
lence may  occafion  the  uneaiinefs  I  feel: 
but  at  all  events  I  will  certainly  attend  . 
you. 

Suppofe  we  fet  out  to^-morrbw  morn- 
ing, (faid  Lady  Belford,  after  the  paufe 
of  a  moment:)  I  think  my  Ifabella 
ihould  lofe  no  time  before  (he  acknow- 
ledges the  obligations  (he  is  under; 
and  I  am  impatient  to  join  my  thanks 
to  her's*    A  fmile  of  fatisfa&ion  was 

the 
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the  anfwer  made  by  our  heroine,  which 
was  perfeftly  underftood  by  her  mother ; 
arid  Sir  Charles  Ikying,  he  wiflied  to  go 
as  foon  as  poffible  on  account  of  his  in- 
tended tour,  it  was  refolved  to  fet  out 
early  the  following  morning,'and  orders 
were  given  accordingly* 

Never  had  Our  heroine  felt  fo  impa- 
tient for  the  arrival  of  promifed  plea- 
fure  as  at  this  time*  The  proofs  £be 
had  received  of  the  fincerity  and  aflfec- 
tion  of  the  friends  fhe  was  about  to 
vifit  had  rendered  them,  if  poffible, 
dearer  to  her  than  ever.  To  return  to 
them  when  they  expected  to  receive 
her  poor  and  friendlefs,  to  rettirn  rich, 
noble,  and  pofleffed  of  power  to  con- 
fer greater  advantages  upon  them  than 
they  had  ever  expelled  to  receive  from 
her,  was  a  degree  of  happinefs  almoft 
exceeding  any  fhe  had  experienced. 
Sorrow  and  anxiety  had  more  than 
once  made  her  nights  flceplefs,  but  this 
L  3  was 
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y,3S  the  firft  that  was  rendered  fo  by 
joy.   She  was  ready  a  confiderable  time 
before  the  hour  appomted  for  fetting 
out  in  the  morning,  and  her  impatience 
made  every  neceffary  delay  upon  the 
road  appear  intolerably  tedious.    Ass 
they  approached  the  well  known  fcene 
of  fo  many  happy  years,  Ihe  would 
have  given  'wings  to  the  vchide  m 
which  they  rode;  which,  though  drawn 
■  by  four  6ne  hunters,  appeared  to  move 
too  flow;  and  when  they  came  in  fight 
of  the  houfe,  pleafure  danced  in  her 
eyes,  and  her  whole  countenance  ex- 
preffed  the  moft  delightful  expcaation. 
At  length  the  coach  drew  up  to  the 
door,  which  bang  opened  by  a  fbot- 
nian  who  was  well  known  to  our  he- 
roine, (for  all  Mrs.  Maitland's  domef- 
tics  were  growing  old  in  her  fervice) 
the  inquiry  was  made,   whether  his 
lady  was  at  homej  and  bang  anfwered 
in  the  aflfaroativc.  Sir  Charles  de6red 

him 
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him  to  let  her  know,  that  Lady  Frances 
Seward  requefted  the  favour  of  being 
admitted.  The  fervant  returned  with 
his  lady's  requeft  that  (he  would  walk 
in.  Sir  Charles  then  affifted  Lady  Bel- 
ford  in  getting  out  of  the  coach,  and 
was  performing  the  fame  office  of  po-- 
litenefs  by  our  heroine,  when  the  man^ 
calling  his  eyes  upon, her,  inftantly  dif- 
appesu*ed»  As  they  entered  the  hally 
they  h^ard  Mary's  voice  frpn^  th$ 
drawing-room,  exclaiming  in  an  accent 
©f  joyful  furprife.  Is  it  poflible!  'are 
you  fure  it  isfhe?  Tliefe  words  were 
fcarce  uttered  before  fhe  appeared,  and 
flying  to  our  heroine  in  an.  extacy, 
which  for  the  moment  fuperfedcd 
every  thought  of  ceremony :  My  Ju- 
liana, (faid  Ihe,  throwing  her  arms 
fondly  round  her)  My  dear,  dear  CQU- 
fin !  welcome  once  more  !  Where  have 
you  been  fo  long?  Ifabella  returned  her 
embrace^  while  a  tear*  of  pJ^afure 
L  4  trembled 
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trembled  in  her  eye.  She  was  about 
to  fpcakj  whon  the  fight  of  Mrs.  Mait- 
hnd  drew  her  attention  from  every 
other  objeft. 

Their  meeting  was  the  moft  tender; 
mateiiial  and  filial  love  could  not  be 
expreflfed  with  more  warmth  and  grace- 
fulnefs,  nor  could  any  obferving  ftran- 
ger  have  fufpeded,  that  they  were  not 
really  mother  and  daughter.    During 
the  firft  excefs  of  pleafure  and  afieSion 
which  poflefled  the  bofom  of  each  in- 
dividual in  this  little  group.  Lady  Bel- 
ford  remained  neglefted,  but  fee  felt 
neither  pain  or  refentment  upon  that 
account;  on  the  contrary,  the  reception 
her  daughter  met  with  from  friends 
uninfluenced  by  any  motive  but  pure 
afFcdion,  afforded  her  the  moft  unmixed 
fatisfa<ftion.     She  was  not,   however, 
long  left  in  the  fituatiou  of  a  mere 
fpeftator.    Mrs.  Maitland  approached 
her  with  the  moft  refpedful  politeneis, 

and 
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and  thanked  her  for  the  honour  her 
pfefence  conferred  upon  her,  as  weU 
as  for  being  the  means  of  reftoring  to 
her  and  her  family  one  fo  very  dear  to 
them,  upon  whofe  happinefs  fo  much 
of  their  own  depended.  She  then 
obligingly  welcomed  Sir  Charles,  and 
they  all  walked  into  the  drawing  room, 
where  Mrs.  Clement  and  Mrs.  Williams 
were  fitting,  both  of  whom  faluted  our 
heroine  in  the  kindeft  manner,  ex- 
preffing  the  fincereft  joy  at  her  return. 
We  Ihall  now,  faid  the  former,  be 
ourfelves  again;  fince  you  left  us, 
Mifs  Maitland  has  been  more  than 
half  melancholy  5  fcarce  a  day  has 
pafled,  in  which  flie  has  not  fighed  out, 
I  wilh  Juliana  would  come  home  I 
What  can  detain  her  fo  long  ?  But  do 
not  fuppofe(faid  Mrs.  Maitland  fmiling) 
that  Mary  was  the  only  one  diftreffed 
by  your  abfence :  if  it  made  her  lefs 
happy,  the  latter  part  of  it  has  ren- 
L  5^  dered 
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dpred  another  in  my  family  completely 
^\Tetched, 

I  trull  (faid  Lady  Belford)  her  return 
will  be  a  means  of  increafing  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  all  who  love  her:  at  leaft, 
the  want  of  fortune  fhal.l  not  prevent 
it.  Tliofe  generous  frinds,  who  are: 
willing  to  receive  her  into  their  family, 
while  they  believe  her  deprived  of  that 
and  every  other  circumftanc^  which 
can  flatter  vanity  or  ambition,  will  not^ 
I  liope,  rejeft  her,  when  flie  comes  pof- 
fcffed  olf  them  all.  In  a  word,  the/ 
who  fo  tenderly  loved  Juliana  Mait- 
land,  will  not  think  her  lefs  worthy  of 
their  .  affcftion,  when  become^  Lady 
Ifabella  Villars.  By  that  name,  which 
is  her  true  one,  permit  me  to  prefent 
her  to  you ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
thank  you,  with  a  heart  truly  and 
warmly  grateful,  for  the  kindnefs,  the 
more  than  maternal  kindnefs,  with 
which  you  have  treated  my  child, 

The 
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The  reader  will  eafily  9onceive  the 
pl^afurable  furprize   into  which  thcfe 
word*  threw  Mrs. .  Maitland  and  her 
family.     They  were  foUowed  by  a  full 
relation  of  the  circumftances  already 
known  to  the  reader,  which  Lady  Bel* 
ford  concluded  by  again  expreffing  the 
warm  fenfe  flie  felt  of  the  unreturnable 
obligations  her  daitght^r  and  herfelf 
were  under.     Mrs.  Maitland  tenderly 
embraced  Ifabella^  and   congratulated 
her  upon  the  bappy  change  of  iitua*^ 
tion  ihe  had  lately  experienced ;  par- 
ticularly upon  the  difcovcry  of  kcr  real 
mother,  which,  to  a  difpoficion  fuch  as 
her's^  ihe  knew  would  be  matter  of 
greater  exultation  of  mind  than  either 
the   acquifition   of  title    or    fortune. 
Mrs.  Maitland's  congratulations  were 
followed  by   thofe   of  Mrs*  Clement 
and  Mrs.  Williams;  and  Mary,  em- 
bracing her  with  the  fame  fifterly  fond- 
nefs  ihe  had  done  before^  faid  with  a 
L  6  counte- 
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countenance  tupf^yc  of  the  fincereft 
pleafute,  I  cannot  love^^ii  more^  my 
dear  Lady  Ifabelia,  than  I  did  an  hour 
ago,  but  I  Ihall,  during  the  reft  of  mjr 
life,  be  better  friends  with  fortune  for 
having,  once  at  leaft,  bellowed  her 
favours  fo  judicioufly. 

Notwithftand'uig  the  deUght  with 
which  Ifabellji  received  thefe  kind 
proofs  of  affection  from  thofe  Ihe  fo 
much  loved,  ihe  felt  that  her  happi- 
ness was  incomplete,  <hat  one  friend 
was  abfent  whofe  prefeuce  was  necef- 
iary  to  render  it  perfeft.  She  wiflied 
to  enquire  where  he.  was,  but  fome- 
thing  not  eafily  to  be  explained  forbad 
ner.  In  this  ftate  of  mind  (he  was» 
when  Mary  looking  through  the  win- 
dow, cried.  Yonder  comes  my  brother, 
a  very  model  of  lover-like  melancholy* 
Then  you  are  a  judge  of  the  fymp- 
toms  by  v/Iach  that.paffion  may  be 
known  ?  (faid  Sir  Charles.)    Not  from 

experience^ 
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experience,  (replied  Mary,  with  an  un- 
aiFeded  fmile,)  but  I  have  read  pafto- 
rals,  and  feen  pidures^  and  have  taken 
my  ideas  from  them,  which  being  ex- 
aftly  verified  in   my  brother,  makes 
me  think  the  better  of  his  fincerity, 
and  my  own  apprehenfion.    But  (con* 
tinued  ihe,  rifing,)  I  muft  meet  Henry> 
and  tell  him  that  Lady  Ifabella  Villars 
is  here,  and  that  ihe  is  full  as  hand- 
feme,    accompliihed,  and  amiable  as 
his  Juliana.     See,  he  has  thrown  him- 
felf  upon  the   feat  under  the    great 
Aclthea,  where  he  will  remain  for  an 
hour,  at  leaft,  if  his  reverie  be  not  in- 
terrupted.    Shall  I  have  the  pleafurc 
of  attending  you,   (faid  Sir  Charles,) 
and  joining  my  teftimony  in  favour  of 
Lady  Ifabella's  attractions?  You  will 
do  both  me  and  my  brother  a  favour, 
(anfwered  Mary,)  but  you  muft  not' 
give  him  the  flighteft  intimation  of 
who  it  really  is  to  whom  we  wi(h  to 

introduce 
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introduce  him ;  tha*€  is  nothing  I 
lo¥e  (0  much  as  pleafant  furprizes.  So 
faying,  Ihe  quitted  the  room,  followed 
by  Sir  Charles. 

In  about  half  an  hour  they  returned 
to  inform  their  expcfting  friends  that 
they  could  by  no  means  prevail  upon 
Henry  to  j^n  the  fuppoied  party  in 
the  drawing-room ;  that  he  was  quite 
co!d  and  indifferent  about  the  charms 
of  Lady  Ifabella  Villars,  though  they 
had  defcribed  them  in  the  moft  glow- 
ing colours  ;  faying,  that  were  Ihe  av 
thoufand  times  more  beautiful  and  ac- 
complifbed  than  they  reprefented  her, . 
he  Ihould,  in  his  prefcnt  ftatc  of  mind, 
have  no  pleafure  in  her  fociety;  and; 
that  he  had  requefted  Sir  Charles  to  • 
excufe  his  coming  in  till  (he  was  gone, . 
when  he  would  gladly  wait  upon  him  j 
adding,  you  too  well  know  the  ex^ 
cellencies   of  ray  Juliana,  to  wonder 
that  the  fear  of  lofing  her  ihould  ren- 
der 
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der  me  thus  unhappy.     And  have  you 

really  been  cruel  enough  to  leave  him 

in  ignorance  of   the  good  news  you 

had  it  in  your  power  to  communicate  ? 

(faid  Mrs.  Maitlandi)    Really,  (replied 

Mary,  ftniling,)  I  thought  fuch  hap* 

pinefs  as  he  will  fhortly  be  poffeffed  of 

could  not  be  purchafed  too  dear  -,  and 

that  if  it  can  admit  of  increafe,  it  will 

receive  it  from   the-  furprize  he  will 

juft  now  experi^ce  j  for  I  told  him 

weftould  have  nobody  in  half  an  hdur 

but   thofe  vho,    notwithftanding    his 

melancholy  mood,  he  could  have  no 

objeftion  to  feeing;  and  he  pFomifed 

to  join  us  in  that  time.    I  believe,  con* 

tinued  fhe,  he  was  half  difpleafed  with 

my  luore   than  ufual   gaiety;    for  he 

told  me  gravely,  that  he  was  glad  to 

fee  the  falutary  effects  Lady  Ifabella's 

arrival   had  had  upon  my  fpirits.     I 

think,  (faid  Mrs.Maitland,)  you  trifled 

too  much  with  his  fenfibility  j  I  wifh 

3  you 
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you  had  brought  him  in  with  you. 
Ifabella's  eyes  plainly  difcovered  that 
fhe  was  entirely  of  the  fame  opinion ; 
which  Mary  obferving,  propofed  to 
fend  a  fervant  with  a  requeft  from  his 
mother  that  he  would  immediately 
join  them ;  adding,  I  know  that  will 
bring  him  direftly,  be  his  rduAance 
ever  fo  ftrong.  This  was  affented  to, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  appeared. 

The  furprize  and  rapture  with  which 
he  beheld  the  unexpected  fight  of  his 
Juliana,  may  be  more  eafily  conceived 
than  exprefled:    again  and    again  he 
thanked   Lady   Belford   for  reftoring 
her  to  him,  and  tenderly  reproached 
her  for  having,  by  flying  from  them» 
occafioned  fo  much  pain  to  thofe  who 
moft  loved  her.     His  tranfport,  how- 
ever,  was  fomewhat  abated  when  Lady 
Belford  informed  him  of  the  circum- 
ilances  fhe  had  already  related  to  his 
mother,  and  he  found  that  our  he- 
roine had  now  new  duties^  connec- 
tions 
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tions  and  attachments.  True  love, 
though  it  never  defpairs,  is  full  of 
doubts  and  apprchenfions.  Henry- well 
knew  the  warm  affecHon  Ifabella  had 
conceived  for  Lady  Belford,  before  fhc 
fufpefted  the  tender  relationlhip  which 
fubfifted  between  them  j  he  had  no 
doubt  but  that  difcovery  muft  have 
greatly  increafed  her  influence,  and  he 
feared  it  would  all  be  ufed  in  favour 
of  Sir  Charles  Haftings.  He  thought 
Sir  Charles  looked  more  <:hearful  than 
ufual  i  he  read  hope  in  his  eye.  If  fhe 
had  not  confented  to  receive  him  as  a 
lover,  why  did  flie  fiiffer  him  to  attend 
her?  Yet  it  was  improbable  that  Lady 
Belford  fliould  confent  to  her  coming 
to  Furze-Hill,  if  fhe  wilhed  to  break 
the  engagement  which  fhe  knew  fub- 
fifted between  them/  But  perhaps  this 
was  infifled  upon  by  Ifabella  j  though 
inconftant,  (he  might  not  be  quite  lofl 
to  gratitude  and  friendfhip.    Thefe  re- 

flections^ 
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fledions,  and  many  others  equally  tor- 

menting,  paffedin  the  mind  of  Henry^ 

while  Lady  Bdford  was  reciting  her 

feon' ;  but  the  moment  fbe  had  con- 

eluded  it,  all  his  apprehenfions  were 

removed,  and  the  moft  unmixed  and 

boundkfs  joy  took  poffefiion   of  his 

bofom ;  when  rarning  to  Mrs,  Mait- 

land,  flie  added.  It  is  to  you,  madam> 

next  to  heaven,  that  I  am  indebted  for 

the  happmefs   of  BndiBg   my  child 

erery  thing  my  ioaddk  wKhes  could 

form.    Nature  has  made  her  mine*, 

but  {he  is  yourt  by  cVciy  tic  that  can 

biud a fenlible and  grateful  heart;.  vA 

fych  receive  her  for    your  own.    I 

Jmow  the  merits  of  the   perfbn  on 

whom  I  bellow  my  treafure,  (conti- 

smedfhe,  turning  to  Henry,  who  had. 

advanced  towards  her,  doubtful  rap* 

ture  fcfpended  in  his  eyes  j)  I  know 

he  will  eftcem  her  fuch,  and  therefore 

chcarfully  ratifyx  ^y  n^y  entire  confent 

and: 
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and  approbation,  the  engagement  her. 
affections  have  entered  into. 

Scenes  of  exceffive  rapture  are  fcU 
dom  pleaiant,  when  at(;^mpted  to  be 
deferibed ;  words  are  poor,  when  un- 
lupported  by  tbofe  expreffions  of  ac- 
cent, countenance  and  g€fture,by  which 
genuine  feeling  ib  denoted.  Let  it  at 
prefent  fufiice  to  fay,  that  Henry  felt 
ali  love  and  gratitude  can  excite,  and 
that  he  espt^ffe^  t^  emotioni  of  hit 
fenl  in  the  moft  lively  and  graceful 
manner;  that  every  one  partook  in 
his  happinefs,  even  tSir  Charles,  con* 
grat<3^ftting  liim  with  a  fteady  v(Mce, 
though  not  with  a  countenance  wholly 
free  from  embarraflinent. 

The  reader  who  has  taft^r  and  fenfi* 
bility,  will  pafily  imagine  in  what  man* 
nerthe  evening  was  paffed;  every  one- 
appeared  pleafed,  and  defirous  of  pl^af- 
ing  ;  Ifabella  was  the  rpoft  filent  of  the 
party,  but  her  looks  tcftified  that  her 

heart 
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heart  was  the  feat  of  peace,  as  it  was 
known  to  be  of  virtue:  Mary  was  in 
the  highcft  fpirits,  her  natural  gaiety, 
which  always  exceeded  that   of   her 
fair  friend,  being  increafed  by  the  ap- 
proaching happinefs  of  her  favourite 
brother,  and  one  flie  had  fo  long  loved 
as  afifker;  Henry,  who  likewifc  pof- 
fcffed  a  more  than  comnibn  ftiare  of 
chearfulnefs,  contributed  much  to  the 
entertainment  of  the  party,  exhibiting 
at  the  bottom  of  his  mother's  taUe 
thofc  focial    and    agreeable   qualid^ 
which  were  ihortly  to  enliven  his  own. 
Even  Sir  Charles  was  gay ;  he  feemed 
to  have  forgotten  that  he  was  a  lover, 
or  a  man  of  fafhion,  and  to  have  af- 
fumed  the  charader  which  nature  had 
ftamped  upon  him,  that  of  opennefs, 
honour  and  fenfe. 

A  few  minutes  before  they  were 
fuounoned  to  fupper,  a  card  was  deli- 
vcrcd  to  Mrs.  Maitland,  which  was 

brought 
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brought  by  one  of  Sir  George's  foot- 
men, in  which  he  refpeclfuUy  enquired 
after  her  health,  informed  her  that  he 
was  arrived  at  Woodburn  with  a  few 
jfriends,  among  whom  was  Mrs.  Mor- 
dant and  her  family,  who  intended 
themfelves  the  honour  of  calling  upon 
her  the  next  morning.  Mrs.  Maidand 
returned  the  proper  anfwer,  namely, 
that  Ihe  ihould  be  at  home,  and  glad 
to  fee  them.  I  fuppofe  (faid  Mary,  as 
foon  as  they  were  feated  at  table,) 
George  is  bringing  down  Mils  Mor- 
dant to  take  a  view  of  Woodburn, 
previous  to  her  becoming  miftrefs  o£ 
it.  I  wonder  whether  Lady  Maitland 
is  of  the  party  ?  I  wifli  I  had  made  the 
enquiry,  (faid  Mrs.  Maitland,)  for  I 
fear,  my  love,  (addreiling  Ifabella,)  it 
would  be  unpleafant  to  you  to  fee  hen 
By  no  means,  (anfwered  flie  i)  I  rather 
efteem  myfclf  obliged  td  her,  fince  had 
it  act  been  for  her^   I  might  never 

have 
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have  enjoyed  the  happinefs  of  &dng 
my  dear  fccond  mother.    I  cannot  re- 
gret the  means  by  which  I  am  made 
rich  in  two   fuch  maternal   friends. 
Then  you  arc  not  at  all  thankful  for 
the  happiness  of  knowing  me  ?  ((aid 
Mary,  with  a  fmile.)     Perhaps   (he 
faiows  you  too  well,  Mary,  to  admit 
of  much  gratitude  (PcpKed  Henry,)  in 
the  fame  vein*    It  would- rather  argue 
what  I  little  fufpeft  in  l.ady  Ifabdla, 
want  of  judgfmcnt  and  obfervation, 
(cried  Sir  Charles ;)  though  if  I  may 
depend  upon  the  little  I  hare  feen,  and 
the  great  deal  I  have  heard  of  Mift 
Maitland,  it  is  no  cafy  taik  to  difto* 
ver  all  her  excellenties.    Ah,  no !  Sir 
Charles,  (anfwered  Mary,  fhddng  her 
head,)   my  good  qualities  arc  cafily 
enumerated;  it  is  my£iuUs  that  make . 
out  the  extended  Kft;  is  it  not,  Henry  ? 
I  rather  believe  (faid  liabella,)  that 
your  faults  are  a  fecret  to  your  bro- 
ther. 
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ther,  as  well  as  to  me ;  and  I  muft  con- 
feis  I  have  never  had  penetration 
enough  to  difcover  tkem. 

Thus  mutually  pleafed^  and  fatisfied 
with  each  other,  the  apparently  fhort 
evening  paffed  away  5  and  though  they 
did  not  feparate  for  the  night  till  it 
grew  late,  each  feemed  to  rife  with 
reluftance.  Mary  attended  our  he- 
roine to  her  did  apartment,  which  flie 
entered  with  a  pleafure  fomewhat  re- 
femHing  that  we  feel  upon  meeting 
an  old  acquaintance  after  a  confidera- 
ble  length  of  abfence.  Here  they  fat 
down,  and  began  a  converfation  which, 
lafted  till  the  appearance  of  day-light 
^ave  them  notice  that  morning  was 
far  advanced;  upon  which  Maryftartcd 
up,  and  embracing  Ifabella,  begged 
her  pardon  for  intruding  fo  unmerci- 
fully upon  her  hourg  of  reft,  and  ten- 
derly bidding  her  adieu,  retired  to  her 

own 
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own  robm»  while  her  fair  friend  fought 
and  quickly  funk  into  that  repofe  which 
is  fweetcned  by  virtue  and  content. 


CHAPTER    XXXIII.  ! 

1 

THE       CONCLUSION. 

WHEN  breakfaft  was  finiflicd,  the 
morning  being  one  of  the  fineil 
chat  autumn  could  beftow,    Ifabella^ 
who  was  impatient  to  vifit  fome  of  her 
favourite  haunts,  propofed  a  walk  in 
the  (hrubbery.    Mrs.  Maitland,  having 
a  week   before  ftrained  one  of  her 
ancles,  did  not  venture  to  undertake 
fo  much,  and  Lady  Belford,  who  was 
exceedingly  delighted  with  her  fociety, 
chofe  to  remain  with  her  in  the  houfe* 
The   young    people    were   therefore 

obliged 
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obliged  to  go  alone;  Sir  Charles  ofFcred 
his  arm  to  Mary,  as  Henry  had  already 
done  to  his  Ifabella;  and  they  fet  out 
with  that  alacrity  and  chearfulnefs, 
which  are  the  common  attendants  upon 
youth,  health,  goodnefs,  and  profperity. 

They  had  fcarce  loft  fight  of  the 
houfe  before  Mr.  Mordant's  coach 
di'ove  up  to  the  door,  out  of  which 
alighted  Lady  Maitland,  Mrs.  Mor- 
dant, her  daughter,  and  Mifs  Windfor. 
Mrs.  Maitland  was  a  little  fhocked  at 
'the  uncommon  effrontery  of  her  lady- 
ihip,  who  addreffed  her  in  the  common 
forms  of  falutation,  with  all  the  eafe 
of  unconfcious  fimplicityi  faying,  that 
Sir  George  had  preffed  her  fo  much  to 
make  one  of  his  party,  that  flie  could 
not  refift  the  pleafurc  of  once  more  vi- 
iiting  poor  Woodburn.  Mifs  Mordant 
inquired  after  her  dear  Mifs  Maitland, 
whom,  flie  declared,  fhe  exceflJvely 
longed  to  fee.     Mifs  Windfor  admired 

Vol.  IV.  M  the 
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the  view  frofn  the  parlowr  window, 
.and  protefied,  that  Furze  Hill  appeaj^e^ 
.to  be  one  of  the  fweeteft  Jittle  habita- 
tions flie  had  ever  beheld. 

They  had  not  been  maiiy  n^inut^ 
feated,  before  Lady  BelJford  thanked 
Mrs,  Mordant  for  her  dii?ec}don  to  the 
Grove.  Thi3  introduced  the  fubjecl  q{ 
Juliana's  fuppofed  lituajtion,  thougji 
both  fhe  and  Lady  Maitlan^  s^ppeared 
unwilling  to  cv\Xcr  into  it.  On  the 
contmry^  MifsWindfor  feemeddelight- 
.^d  with  an  opportunity  of  fpealpng  her 
fentiments.  Mrs.  Mordant  having  ex- 
preffed  much  concern  fqr  her  future 
welfare,  ihe  faic})  that  certainly  ihe  was 
to  be  pitied :  though  really  (continued 
flie)  I  was  not  much  furprizwl  at  the 
difcovery  of  her  birth,  I  aHow  ihe  is 
handfome^  but  (he  wants  that  fQuiedung 
whiph  diflinguiOies  the  woman  of  con- 
dition. This  deficiency  (replied  Mrs. 
Mordant)   was    never  difcoyercd  till 

90W, 
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ntyw.  Mils  Whidfor ;  nor  do  I  believe^ 
that  you  would  even  yet  have  ohferved 
it,  had  it  not  been  pointed  out  by  the 
unfortunate  change  in  her  fituation.  Shq 
%as  and  ftill  is  a  charmingyoung  woman, 
and  the  general  admiration  flie  excited 
wherever  ihe  appeared,  proves  that  ihe 
was  fo.    Yes,  (rejoined  Mrs.  Maitland) 
it  does  as  much  honour  to  her  charms 
^nd  accompJiihments,  as  the  indiiBSsr* 
ence  with  which  flie  received  it  does  to 
her  underHanding.  I  am  iincerely  glad, 
(faid    Mrs-  Mordant)  that  the   poor 
thing  has  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  ac*- 
quire  fuch  a  friend  in  your  ladyfhip, 
{addreiling  Lady  Beiford;)  one  who  has( 
both  generofity  and  power  to  be  fuch« 
I  really  think,   (faid   Mifs  WindfcM:) 
that  Ihe^s  extremely  "well  calculated  for 
a  companion ;  and,  confidering  her  real 
birth,  Ihe  ought  to  be  perfeftly  con- 
tent, and  think  herfelf  very  happy  ia 
^ch  a  condition.    Her  real  birth,  (re« 
M  2  plied 
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.plied  Lady  Bclfor^)  is,  I  find,  ftill  un- 
known to  you,  as  well  as  to  thefe  la- 
dies. Then  turning  to  Mrs.  Mordant, 
You,  madam,  (faid  fhe)  who  have 
judgment  enough  to  perceive,  and  can- 
dour to  admire  and  acknowledge  the 
fine  qualities  of  the  dear  creature  of 
whom  we  are  fpeaking,  will  be  pleafed 
to  hear,  that  inftead  of  a  poor  un- 
friended girl,  without  fortune,  family, 
or  connexion,  fhe  is  difcovered  to  be 
the  only  daughter  and  heirefs  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Belford ;  and  that  he  has 
acknowledged  her  for  fuch,  and  be- 
queathed to  her  the  largeft  part  of  his 
great  fortune.  Surprize  fat  upon  the 
countenance  of  Mrs.  Mordant,  envy 
and  difguft  upon  that  of  her  daughter, 
and  a  malignant  fmile  of  incredulity 
upon  thofe  of  La^dy  Maitland  and  Mifs 
Windfor, 

After  the  paufe  of  a  moment,   I 
fliould  not  wonder  at  any  thing  Lord 

B«lford 


^        Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


HEK&Y   AND    ISAE2LLA*        ^4^ 

Bdford  has  done  for  Mifs  Martin—* 
Henley— Jones — What  ami  to  call  her? 
(cried  Mifs  Windfor.)  If  he  can  per- 
fuade  the  world  to  believe  that  (he  is 
his  daughter,  and  has  left  her  enough 
to  fupport  the  title,  flie  is  really  very 
fortunate:  but  I  never  heard  of  his 
marriage:  methinks  before  he  produced 
his  daughter,  hefliouldhave  introduced 
us  to  Lady  Belford.  That  ihe  will 
herfelf  do,  (anfwered  her  ladyfhip : )  the 
name^nd  title  fhe  once  flirunk  to  hear 
pronounced,  fhe  now  glories  in  bear** 
ing,  as  the  mother  of  one  of  the  love- 
lieft  women  in  the  kingdom. 

Had  Lady  Belford  followed  the  im- 
pulfe  of  her  feelings,  refentnient  would 
have  kept  her  filcnt;  but  fhe  could  not 
endure,  that  a  doubt  fhould  remain  in 
the  breaft  of  even  the  moil  worthlefs 
or  infignificant,  concerning  circum- 
fiances  in  which  on^  fhe  fo  fondly  loved 
was  interefted.  She  therefore  conde- 
M  3  fcended, 
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Icendcdp  ad<&effing  Mrs.  Motdant^  (o 
give  a  brief  but  fuU  accoant  of  the 
whole  afiair  }  conclading  with  a  warm 
acknowledgment  at  heF  obligations  to 
Mrs,  Maitlandj^  for  the  tender  and'moft 
judicious  manner  in  which  her  daughter 
had  been  treated  and  educated* 

Mrs.  Mordant  exprefled  real  fatis- 
fadion  at  the  extraordinary  accoilivl 
ibe  had  heard :  the  reft  of  the  p&rty 
were  iSIent,  but  their  looks)  declared, 
chat  envy  rather  than  wonder  clofed 
thdr  lip^.  In  this  fiate  were  fhey  fit« 
ting,  when  the  party  whK>  ibd  gtfiM 
out  to  walk,  pafled  by  the  window  in 
their  return,  havifrg  been  joined  in*  the 
ikrubbery  by  Sir  George  Maitland,  SUf 
Harry  Windfor,  and  Albert  Mordant* 
Upon  their  entrance,  lady  Belfbrd 
took  the  hand  of  her  daughter,  smd 
leading  her  up  to  Mrs.  Mordant,  Per- 
mit me,  (faid  ihe)  to  introduce  my 
daughter  to  you  in  her  new  charaftefa 

and 
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and  to  hope,  than  the  kindntf$  you  ex- 
pfdTed  to  Mifs  Maitlaiid,  will  be  ex-- 
tcnded'  to  Lady  Ifabella  Villars.  Mrs*- 
Mordant  felicitated  ovit  heroine  wpotk 
the  happy  dffcovery  fbe  had  made,  in 
the  moft  obliging  and  friendly  manner. 
fter  daughter  and  Mifs  Windfoi*  en- 
dte^Hroured  to  follow  her  exartiple,-  bufe 
k  was  don^e  vtrith  vifiWechagriny.though 
at  the  ifattife  time  thfey  ffite^i^d  a  meaa 
admirationof  her' tirie,'  which  her  vir*- 
tues'  A^^:  eouKP  ddiMhiM.  As  ife§ 
Lady^Maielrftfdi,'  fee  prfefertdd  tBtf  i^fift 
Hnaltdt^  iii^Bfl^ileJicd  of  c6tf«te»i^Ge»; 
and  congratulated  L*lf Jlirtfella  J  A  «6W 
ftifl*  HftiA*  fo«»  of  w«<i3*,.  Vrtiicb  ihe 
^R«tild  KsfVe  mfide  ijft  of  in  addrefflngV 
aftiy  otW^r  p€frfon  iJpoA  aikmlaroccafion. 
The  g*«tlerfieft  did  not  atppear  ftran-  - 
,^««:  m  thcT  ifi&fe;  rtenr^  hfa^g,  irf 
ofdeirto  av<:Kdperp^lexity  alicleoiiftifioft^ 
ihlb^ftitf*  Ms^brttth^rV*  it>  «  ftort  kftfciV 
(^lifeh  he  rtcei^ed  aftei*  tRe  ladies 
M  4  were 
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were  fct  out  for  Furze  Hill)  of  fuch 
particulars  as  he  wiihed  him  to  be  ac* 
quainted  with.  Sir  Gedrge,  who  was 
not  difplcafcd  to  find  that  his  younger 
brother  was  likely  to  be  fo  largely  pro- 
vided for,  and  the  family  aggrandized 
by  an  alliance  with  one  fo  ancient  and 
noble  as  that  of  Villarsj  behaved  both 
to  Lady  Ifabella  and  her  mother  with 
great  attention  and  politenefs^  and 
upon  taking  leave,  requeued  the  ho- 
nour of  their  company,  together  with 
that  of  Sir  Charles  Hafiings,  and  his 
mother  and  jSftep^  to  fpend  the  next 
day  at  Woodburn. 

The  engagement  was  accordingly 
made,  and  fulfilled.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burnet  were  invited  to  meet  them,  a 
fplendid  entertainment  prepared,  and 
every  thing  done  by  the  young  baronet 
that  could  render  the  vifit  pleafant. 
The  fir£k  awkwardnefs  of  envy  being 
a  little  worn  off.  Lady  Ifabella  found 

herfelf 
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herfclf  courted  and  cateflfed  by  every 
one :  but  though  politenefs  induced 
her  to  return  civility  for  civility,  it 
was  eafy  to  perceive,  that  fee  inwardly 
defpifed  the  mean  homage  paid,  not 
to  herfelf,  but  to  her  iituation  in  life  j 
which,  had  it  been  poffefled  by  an  idiot, 
would  equally  have  claimed  fuch  vul-- 
gar  adulation. 

During  a  mqnth  oae  agreeable  party^ 
fu,cceeded  apother,  and  every  day  ap- 
peared to  the  happy  inhabitants  of 
Furze-Hill  fhorter  than  the  preceding 
one.  Sir  Charles  entirely  forgot  hiS' 
intended  tour,  a  circU^mftance  which' 
yras  obferved  with  much  pleafdre  by^ 
Lady  Beiford.  E(e  feemed  wholly  to 
liave  regained  his  eafe  of  mind,  and  to 
have  relinquiflied  the  falfe  principle 
which  had  been  the  fource  of  all  his 
errors.  His  growing  attachment  to 
Mary  was  vifible  to  every  one,  and  the 
obliging  return  fee  always  made  to  his 

attentions. 
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attentions,  gave  t]il»n  hopd9  that  it 
would  be  foFtunata  Lady  Bdford^ 
who  was  become  nearly  as  fond  of  hit 
aa  ihe  was  of  I&li^db^  wasr  ds:trenf et5f 
anxiotia  for  liis  fuc^ltfty  ctften  tellia^ 
hei*  daughter,  tha;^  if  life  Was  agaitf 
difappohrteScI,  it  woqld  •  entirely  unfettk 
his  plan  of :  life,       -  •      .  '     * -. 

Her  fears  were,  howcWfe^-  ha|)iMly» 
removed,,  wixen  about  d  ^e&  before 
the  tiAae  fixed  for  thei^  tftaflfiage  of 
Henrjr  afflid  Ifebella,  hn  lort*a%  re- 
^lefied  Mrs.  Maitltati^sr  c^nK^nt  W  MS- 
oii^n  a|id  her  datJ^tl^'^ }  having  p»e^ 
iri0i%  cototeftiod  th^f  of'  lAi  k^el^y 
I»6ipiddd  fijffr  iicwa^iftikifdi4i6^^i^^Qien 
W  tW *OT^ag«Wdii«..  Tfii*  c(!)fttpfe«fcci 
the'  hapj>iriefe  rf  iff,  afid  prepai^ati^'n* 
of  every  kin^  We*  iriade  1*9«li  k  cac- 
riitfjr,  which  pr^^ed  chafthtofe  oA  ^hortf 
k  depcmtt*  tb  hajftijwt&em  \|rere  dlt^f 

c     The' 
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The  iic#  houfe  which  LonJ  Bctforci 
had  purchafed,  was  fixed  upon  for  the 
Fcfidcnce  of  Mr.  Maitland  a^his  lady^ 
which  they  chofe  ki  prcferedcc  to  a 
very  handibme family  mamfion  that  wa;^ 
upoii  one  of  their  eftates^  on  accoiawt 
of  its  vicinky  to  Marley,  and  being 
but  an  eafy  day's  jtrarncy  from  Furzes 
Hill. 

The  two  new  married  cdnpleis,  to^ 
gctber  with  Lady  Bclford>  Mrs.  Mait- 
Jand  aaad  her  family^  fefi  out  upon  the 
day:  of  their  marriage  for  Clareville^ 
where  fhaj  continued  till  the  wiittev 
was  faif  adip^anced^  W&ei^i  thcycBtnef&f 
9  few  liioiithis^to  toV^ft^.the  ajmofements 
of  which  \»ere  almoil  wholly  mw  to 
the  brides.  Wherever  they  appearied^ 
they  wact  followed  by  general  admifa^ 
tion ;  flattery  addereflfed  them  in  it9 
fbfit^  tones>  a&d  fa&ion  conforisied 
itfclf  to  their  faney^  but  theftf  hearts 
fOt  th«^  inf»fi»ieBcy  of  fu^h  empty 

pleafures 
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pleafures  to  fittisfy  their  affeAions.  Rc-^ 
tiring  from  the  unmeaning  buAle  of  a: 
Boify  world,  they  fought  tiiat  focial  re- 
tirennient  which  is  the  nurfe  and  pre- 
ferver  of  virtue,  and  found  that  hap- 
pinefs  which  flies  the  public  haunts  of 
folly  and  diffipation,  in  the  bofom  of 
duty,  loVe,  and  friendihip. 

Our  readers  will  doubtlefs  expeft  to 
hear  fomething  more  of  the  principal 
perfons  we  have  introduced  to  his  ac- 
quaintance in  the  courfe  of  this  hiflory, 
and  as  it  is  our  wiih  to  afford  him 
every  poflible  fatisfa^on,  we  muft  in- 
form him,  that  fbme  mouths  after  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Maitland,  Sir  George 
was  united  to  Mifs  Mordant,  not  fo 
much,  as  the  world  believes,  from  mo- 
tives of  particular  affedtion  as  %  kind 
of  neceffity,  having  entangled  himfelf 
in  a  half  addrefs,  which  raifing  an  ex- 
pedation  in  the  family  with  whom  he 
was  upon  terms  of  fo  much  intimacy^ 

that 
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that  he  found  himfclf  obliged  to  fulfil 
them.  They  live  like  the  generality 
of  people  in  their  fituation  of  life. 
Vanity  is  the  ruling,  if  not  the  only 
paffion  of  both,  but  as  neither  of  them 
are  poffefled  of  much  vivacity  or  ima- 
gination, they  are  content  to  gratify 
it  in  the  beaten  trackj,  by  living  as  the 
reft  of  the  world  do. 

Sir  Harry  Windfor  and  his  fifter 
continue  fingle  j  he  is  ftill  intirely  go- 
verned by  her,  and  makes  it  his  ftudy 
to  indulge  and  pleafe  her  in  every  thing, 
but  her  temper  is  become  intolerable 
to  every  body  elfe.  Her  infolence  being 
increafed  to  an  inconceivable  degree, 
and  in  proportion  as  her  hope  of  feaking 
conquefts  leflent,  her  averfion  to  the 
young  and  beautiful  of  her  own  fex 
gathers  ftrength,  and  many  cruel  and 
falfe  reports,  which  have  been  circu- 
lated to  the  difadvantage  of  fuch,  have 
been  traced  .back  to  her  as  their  in- 
ventor 
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veator  »n4  prppag^itpr.  Qo  this  ac* 
oo|i)^t  li«f  foqiety  |s  iQiicb  ^ynned  by 
perfoiis  of  ^|p48  deifrip^icyi;  Jiier  bouffe 
is  a  ibljtiJ^e,  ^nd  moft  of  the  civility 
(he  rep^ve$  ia  pub^  is  tHe  ^ffed  <^f 
f?*r. 

Lady  Maitlaad  ftUl  co^tjitiues  to  U\^ 
in  the  family  of  Mr.  Jordan t,  where 
fee  is  efteemed  a  l^nd  of  neceffary  evil, 
As  the  iacreafing  wrinkles  of  age,  ren- 
dered more  viiible  as  well  as  more  nu« 
merous  |}y  the  cofm^tics  aad  paints  (b^ 
had  fo  long  iDade  yfe  of,  will  not 
longer  allow  her  the  fmalleft  pretenfionjj 
to  beauty,  the  card-table  is  in  great 
rneafure  fubftituted  for  the  toilet,  tho* 
£be  is  ilill  paflioqately  fond  of  drefs^ 
and  has  neither  laid  afide  her  rouge  or 
peai'l  powder. 

Lady  Belford  and  Mrs.  Maitland  con- 
tinue (o  refide  at  their  refpeclive  houfesi 
but  fuch  19  the  friendftup  which  fubGfts 
betwpen  themj  thgt  tJx^  every  yew 
4  pay 
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pay  each  otl^cr  a  vifit  of  the  moft  agree- 
able kind  i  at  which  tira^j^  for  the  pe- 
riod is  fixed^  their  children  make  a 
point  of  joining  them.  Mrs.  Williams 
is,  at  Lady  B^lford's  particular  requeft, 
gone  to  live  with  her,  and  Mrs.  Cle- 
ments ftill  remains  with  her  niece. 

Free  from  the  follies  of  a  t;afling 
diflSpated  age,  and  poffeffpd  of  virtues 
which  infure  her  own,  and  contribute 
to  the  fatisfadtion*  and  comfort  of  all 
around  her,  our  heroine  continues  a 
pattern  of  cveiy  thing  that  is  amiable 
and  worthy:  her  life  is  a  continued 
*  .fuccpiEon  of  adiops  th^it  <ire  M^orthy 
x>f  her  nature,  and  the  ch^irafters  of 
daughtei',   wife,  mother,  fripnd,  and 
patronefs,   are  by  her  6ipported,  not 
ivith  m^re  cold  propriety,  but  with 
the  fteadinefs   of  prindple,    and   the 
vivacity  of  affeftion.       * 


THE      END. 
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By  the  fame  Author, 

In  Three  Volumes,  izmo.  Price  7s.  6d.  fewed, 

C    A    R    O    JL    I    N    E, 

O    It      T    H    B 

DIVERSITIES    OF  FORTUNE. 

'*  This  IS  a  pIcafiQg  and  interefling  fiory,  well  ar- 
ranged, and  the  attention  fo  clofely  fixed,  that  we  want 
not  the  charm  of  novelty.  Thic  work  has  fufficient 
merit." 

Caitical  Review. 

"  A  pleafing  afid  well  wrought  flory,  from  the  Di* 
verfitics  of  Fortune,  which  the  heroine  of  this  novel 
experienced  ;  ar^d  from  the  manner  in  which  (he  con- 
duced herfelf  .on  every  occafion,  and  in  every  change 
of  date;  the  younr'and  unthinking  female  may  diTco* 
ver,  that  it  is  as  ea^,  whep  armed  hy  virtue  and  forti- 
tude, to  pafs  without  injury  through  the  thorny,  as  (he 
may  have  already  proceeded  through  the  flowery  path 
of  life.  The  moral  inculcated  in  this  performance  is, 
that  honour,  or  chaflity,  has  nothing  to  fear  amid  the 
fevered  (lorms  of  fortune,  however  farrounded  by 
perils  and  dangers;  or,  as  the  fublimeft  of  our  Poets 
exprefles  himfelf  when  fpeaking  of.it, 

''  She  who  hat  that,  is  clad  in  complete  fieel, 
^  And  like  a  quiver'd  nymph  with  arrows  keen, 
"  May  trace  huge  forefls  and  unharbour'd  heathii 
<<  Infamous  hills,  and  fandy  perilous  wilds  j 
•*  Yea,  there,  where  very  defolation  dwelli, 
«'  She  may  paib  with  unfuUied  Majefty.'* 
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